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AT THE CENTER

In this season of transition, I have found myself doing a lot of reflecting. 
Mostly I’ve been reflecting on our time together, the work that we’ve done, 
the love that we’ve shared, the fun that we’ve had. I’ve taken some time 

to reflect on my own call to ministry and what that means as I will be taking 
a break from parish life for some period of time as we move into this new 
season of life. And as I mentioned last week, I’ve been reflecting on the past 
as well. 
Over the weekend, my thoughts drifted back to seminary. I remembered 
what I wrote in my application essay. I wrote that I believed love had been 
misplaced and needed to be reclaimed as the center of what the church 
was about, and the center of what we’re about as Christians. Reading about 
Jesus’ new commandment to love one another stirred up this memory. 
Back then my thoughts around making sure that love was central for the 
church was probably mostly idealistic, and was probably held fairly naively. 
I was 22 and had barely left home. There’s only so much we can know until 
we venture away from home. 
My guess is that most of you know what it’s like to have your most idealistic 
self challenged. Maybe some of you have already forgotten those ideals that 
you held during your childhood and adolescence (some say adolescence 
lasts until 30 today). There’s something foolish we do as we become adults. 
We are somehow taught, or just pick up indirectly, that the most creative 
and idealistic parts of ourselves are only naive--childish things we need to 
grow out of, if we’re going to make it in the “real world” (whatever that even 
means). Somewhere we decided that idealism and naïveté are the same 
thing and we can’t get rid of one without ditching the other. 
The late scholar, Marcus Borg, popularized the idea of the second naïveté. 
He called it the post-critical naïveté. This means once “real life” happens, 
once our ideals have been challenged in ways that we see more clearly 
what’s really at stake and what it might actually require to bring them to 
reality, that we usually just dismiss them. 
Marcus Borg talked about reclaiming the Christmas Story with a post-critical 
naïveté, which means once we’ve torn apart all of the shininess of a childish 
Christmas, we work to reclaim it again with a “child-like” faith - just like we 
remember each time we celebrate baptism. “Unless you become like one of 
these little ones, you will never see the kingdom of God.”

(Continued on page 2)
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ARMED INTRUDER SEMINAR
Church Mutual will sponsor an Armed Intruder Seminar 
at Saint Stephens for Church Staff and Leadership 
in September. If you are an Usher, a member of the 
Hospitality Corps, on the Church Council, a Sunday 
School Teacher, a Nursery volunteer, or a volunteer for 
Dinner @ Five, we want you to attend.

We hope that you will never need the knowledge you 
will glean from this seminar, but in this day and age, we 

know that it is better to be knowledgeable than to think that bad things never happen to good people. Knowledge 
is power. Knowledge saves lives.

So ... if you are in one of the groups listed above, please mark your calendar and make this a high priority to attend.

Armed Intruder Seminar
Saint Stephens UCC - in the Sanctuary

Monday, September 30 @ 6:00 PM

The key is to interrogate our ideals, to challenge the first naive understanding of them, and then to return 
back and again ask ourselves, is there something that needs to be reclaimed again, even if others will 
accuse me of being naive?
After more than a decade of parish ministry, I will admit that this past weekend was the first time that I 
thought about that essay. When I wrote it, I imagined that it would inform me in a conscious way every 
week. But you know, there’s been administration to do. There’s been staff to manage, financial reports 
to analyze, leadership development to implement, complaints to field, the daily grind of just getting 
the work done, that I allowed the ideal to drift into the background. Now, this isn’t to say that it hasn’t 
unconsciously been informing the work that I’ve done. I think it has. But there’s also been a lot of things 
that have distracted me and things that told me that there isn’t time to worry about the ideal.
And yet, this week I was reminded of what my younger self somehow knew. And of course it’s right there 
in the text, but is easy to misplace. “By this they will know that you are my students (disciples), by the 
love you have for one another.” Love has to come first. Well, only if the goal is to be known by the one 
thing Jesus said was the distinguishing characteristic. Not our positions on the issues, not how many times 
we show up to church, how well we can quote the Bible, or adhere to a statement of faith, but “by the 
love we have for one another.” That’s it. That’s central. Everything else is secondary...if it even matters 
at all.

Eastertide blessings,

Kyle
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Installation: A Calling of Belonging
This past Sunday was my installation here at Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ. As my installation neared, I kept 
hearing things like “Aren’t you already our pastor?” or “I thought 
you were installed already” or some varying degree of question 
or comment like those. To answer a few of them, yes, I was 
and am already your Associate Pastor and, no, I wasn’t already 
installed. It seems weird that almost a year into my ministry 
here at Saint Stephens I’m finally being installed as pastor and 
teacher, but we have had quite the busy last couple of months 
or even year as a church.

Let’s delve into a few questions I’ve heard about Installations. 
Questions like:  Why do we have an installation? What is an 
installation? And why is an installation important? 

In the United Church of Christ, installations are held when a 
new minister has been called to serve. This is different from an 
ordination. The purpose and importance of an installation is to 
install the new minister, to celebrate the covenants the minister 
and congregation share with each other and the wider church, 
and to provide an opportunity to reflect on who we are and a

vision for our future. So, it goes without saying that a service of 
Installation is not just about the one being newly installed. It is a 
celebration for the church, in this case Saint Stephens, because 
together you went through the search and call process and were 
guided by the Spirit to find and call me to be your Associate Minister. 

I wonder when we hear the word call or calling, what do we think 
of? I think most often we view a call or calling in reference to 
someone engaging in the work ministry, often a minister. But, I think 
of a call or calling as much more than being led to be a minister. 
To me, a calling is being led to a particular vocation or way of life 
or career that we have been equipped for. Furthermore, it can be 
more than just individualistic, which is another view we have when 
we hear about a call or calling. For example, Saint Stephens’ calling 
led to me. 

Now I say all of this about call or calling because a service of 
Installation is more than just saying, “This is your new job; do it 
well.” Instead, it is a way of affirming the movement of the Holy 
Spirit, who participated with us in the process, and who called us 
to be together in this place for this time. Essentially, a service of 
Installation is a way for the church to affirm these things and to say,

“You belong here!” ... it’s a calling of belonging.

Just because Sunday has passed us by doesn’t mean the celebration has to stop. No, this calling of belonging 
continues, and so we keep on celebrating the movement and engagement of the Holy Spirit at Saint Stephens and 
the art of discernment in this place. We can continue to celebrate our own uniqueness and calling to our particular 
vocations as individuals. And we can celebrate that, as the church, we are called to come together and find a sense 
of belonging in one another, God, and the wider church.

Sisters and brothers, may the spirit of belonging abide in each of you and guide and direct your own steps through 
prayerful discernment. And may you hear the voice of your calling continually throughout your journey.
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AN EMAIL FROM REALM ... 
Have you received an email invitation from Realm (our 
church database management software) to log in and 
create a password so you can see your personal/family 
data? It isn’t SPAM! It’s legit. 

The account you set up is where you can keep your 
contact information current, see your contribution 
history (current as of our most recent posting date), and, 
(if you wish) set up electronic giving quickly and easily.

If you haven’t received the referenced email invitation 
from Realm, (or if you deleted it because you thought 
it was spam, please call or email the office to give us 
your current email address so we can send you one (or 
re-send it, as the case might be).

PARKING ISSUES
Are you able bodied and feeling fit? Feel free to park 
in the church parking lot and enjoy the short walk to 
church (hint hint) so the close and street parking can be 
utilized by those with difficulty walking. Thanks!

Saint Stephens is going to  
Miller Park!  

Friday, July 12, 2019  
7:10 PM Game Start

San Francisco Giants vs.  
Milwaukee Brewers

Meet at Church @ 1:15 PM 
Depart for Miller Park @ 1:30 PM

Cost is $40 & gets you a ticket to the game and a seat 
on the bus. Hurry! There are only 40 tickets available.

Payment needed by June 11.  
Please Sign Up and Pay in the Office. 

There Will Be Time for Tailgating!
Please bring a dish to pass, your own protein of choice, 

and your own beverages for before the game.
We will also need grills (3 or 4) and someone willing to 
grill. Please let Rev. Lucas know if you have a grill and/

or are willing to grill.

Merrill Eagles Club Aerie and Auxiliary #584  
Blood Drive

Second Annual Blood Drive Honoring the  
Life of Randal Bellin

1205 Lake Street, Merrill WI (Eagles Club)
Saturday, June 15

9:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Call Bryan at 715.218.0770 to reserve your life-saving 

donation time. Refreshments will be provided.

Remember ...
SCRIP costs you 

NOTHING to use in place 
of cash!

Summer Office Hours
We will begin Summer Office Hours immediately 
following Memorial Day. 

        Monday - Thursday:  8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
        Friday:  8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Food Pantry Donations for May
totaled 191 pounds!

Thanks to everyone who helps 
support our local Food Pantry!
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Making Great Bread

Therefore if anyone be in Christ, that person is a new 
creature. - 2 Corinthians 5:17 (KJV)

One of the people I respect the most in the world 
has just died. He is Bernie Glassman, founder of The 
Greyston, a bakery in Yonkers that employed people 
after they got out of prison. 

I like people who do things. Glassman did things.

One of the things I don’t always like about people who 
do things is the way they take themselves too seriously. 
That’s why I treasure the clown nose that I got after 
Bernie’s funeral. Bernie had a red clown nose that he 
wore in meetings whenever he thought people were 
taking themselves too seriously. At his funeral, at a 
certain moment, the packed house all put on red noses 
to indicate their love of Bernie’s powerful sense of non-
attachment. Yes, he was an engaged Jewish Buddhist. 
Yes, he was an intense activist. Yes, he had a clown 
nose. Yes, he was all those things on wheels.

I’m not sure that becoming a new creature is something 
that gets done once and for all. In fact, I’m pretty sure it 
doesn’t. We can be self-obsessed. We can forget about 
another people’s suffering. We can forget the name of 
Jesus at dawn, at noon, and at eventide. 

Becoming a new creature appears to be a full-time 
job—that pays very well and employs people who have 
just come out of prison, over and over again.

Prayer

When we take ourselves too seriously, O God, tell us a 
joke. Amen.

by Donna Schaper

Special gifts and memorials will be published in next week’s Interpreter, as Tina is out of the office.
SPECIAL GIFTS

UNDER THE BRIDGE
Keep Under the Bridge in mind when cleaning out 
closets and drawers! Donations of socks, tshirts, pants, 
sweatshirts, hats, and jackets (mostly for men) can be 
dropped off in the church office, and Dave Raddenbach 
will share them with the regional homeless community 
living under the bridge in the Wausau area on his 
weekly Wednesday visits. 

Dave Raddenbach makes and takes sandwiches and 
other non-perisable food items for his Wednesday 
afternoon visits, so if you can donate bread, cold cuts, 
or cheese for making sandwiches, or small cans of pop 
top spaghetti, ravioli, fruit, etc. for distribution, feel free 
to bring those items to the office or give them to Dave 
on Mondays at Dinner @ Five. Have questions? Call 
Dave at 715.722.0700

A NEW ARRIVAL!
Congratulations to Luke & Jessica Golisch on the birth 
of baby girl, Isla June Golisch, born Wednesday, May 
15, 2019, and measuring 19 ¾ inches long and weighing 
6 pounds, 14 ounces. Mom & Dad are doing well, and 
Nora is so happy to have a little sister. Welcome to the 
world, Isla!

SUMMER COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED
Coffee hours will continue through the summer, so 
please consider if you and your family, or several 
families, could sponsor a coffee hour and sign up on 
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge.     

When you are drowning in the sea of life, 
remember ... 

your lifeguard walks on water!
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

June 9, 23, 30 
July 28

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
June 16, 23, 30 

July 7, 28 
August 4, 11, 18, 25

Coffee Hour 
May 26 

June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
July 7, 14, 21, 28

• Thursday, June 20, 5:00 - 8:00 PM Open house at 
the parsonage hosted by Rev. Kyle & Jamie Carnes. 
Stop by for appetizers or dessert and come visit.

SCRIP ... 
For seeds and seedlings, 
flowers, trees, landscaping,
mulch, rock, edging, and
everything related to getting
your garden growing ...
Walmart, Fleet Farm, Ace
Hardware, and Home Depot
... ALL sell all these things in
their gardening centers AND they
participate in the Scrip program!
 So plant and grow your garden
      and grow a little free money
          for Saint Stephens at the
  same time! It’s a win-win
     for everyone! A little 
         green all around!

Organ Dedication Concert
Saturday, June 15, 7:00 PM

Ice Cream Social to follow concert.

Organ Workshop 
You’re invited to attend an Organ Workshop along 
with area church organists. Workshop will include 
details about our organ & its features, and delightful 
conversation. More information to follow!

Saturday, June 15
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Celebrating Reverend Kyle Carnes!

• Tuesday, June 18 , 7:00 PM -- “A Gratitude Circle” 
An evening of stories & celebration with Rev. Kyle 
Carnes @ Saint Stephens in the Sanctuary.

• Sunday, June 23 - Rev. Carnes’ last day preaching 
at Saint Stephens. All are invited to celebrate and 
reminisce with the Carnes Family at Stoney Acres 
for pizza and beverages beginning at noon.  
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LITURGISTS (a/k/a READERS)
Thank you to the members of 
the congregation who have 
volunteered as liturgists for 
our Sunday worship. Everyone 
is encouraged to participate! 
If you are concerned about 

pronunciations or anything else having to do with the 
reading, you may contact either of the pastors, who 
would be happy to help. A sign up sheet is located on 
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Jump right in and sign up 
for a date when you can read for a worship service!

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays. Feel free to bring your little ones 
ages 0 - 3 to the nursery where our adult volunteers will 
be happy to care for them during the service. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
July 8-12, 2019

9:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Open to Kids Going into K-6 
in the Fall of 2019

Registration open now!

Registration forms available in the office and in Sunday 
School classrooms beginning this Sunday, May 19.

Mark your calendars so you can plan your family 
vacations around VBS so the kids can attend! 

ROAR! Life is Wild * God is Good

VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  We are looking for 7th 
& 8th graders, high school students, and adults to help 
with Vacation Bible School. If you can help, even just 
for part of a day, please sign up in the office. You can 
help with crafts, snacks, games, supervision ... lots of fun 
opportunities! 

It’s the “Mane” Event! RE-MEMBER 
2019
We’ve shared 
the stories. 
You’ve heard 
the challenge. 
Will you take 
the next step? ... 
Action!

What kind of action? Well, how about joining us on our 
Re-Member trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation this year? 
It’s August 3-9, 2019. 

Yes, it will be hot. Yes, it’s a long drive. And yes, it’s 
an experience you will never forget. But the sacrifices 
you make to come on this trip, to spend time on the 
reservation, and to help in some small way ... making 
beds, painting outhouses, reading to children, cutting 
wood, digging, building, or whatever you physically do 
... along with all that you will learn about how this came 
to be and why it is so difficult for the people living on 
the reservation ... by walking with them and seeking to 
understand ... will change you forever.

Please, prayerfully consider joining us. If the spirit is 
calling you, come!

The cost is $575 per person, but if you want to go and 
finances are the only issue, please talk to Rev. Carnes. 
Are you with us? We have quite a few openings yet. 
Come with your spouse or your teen or older child 
or grandchilden. Make it one of the most meaningful 
things you do this summer.

FOOD FOR KIDS
Want to make a donation to support  
the Food for Kids program Saint 
Stephens adopted? Make your check 
payable to:  Food for Kids and drop it  
into the collection plate or drop it off or 
mail it to the church office.

SPECIAL MUSIC DATES - SUMMER 2019
Singers are needed for the following dates this summer:

 June 23, 30  July 14, 28
 August 11, 25  September 8

Please contact Jim Bjorklund if you are interested in 
sharing your talents with the congregation this summer.

Home phone:  715.539.3442  
Email:  rudybjork@charter.net   

Text:  715.921.6578



May 21, 2019
Page 8THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• June 9 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM 
Youth Gathering:  Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games! (8th 
Graders ... going into 9th Grade are welcome to come!)

• July 8-12 - Help out with Vacation Bible School If you are 
able, help out one, two, or all of the days! It’s FUN!

• July 16 - Noah’s Ark Trip to the Waterpark! Grades 6 
through graduating Class of 2019 More details to come.

• August 2 @ 4:00 PM - Trampoline Park & Dinner (Church 
pays for the park/Bring money to pay for your dinner.)

• September 15 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale Fundraiser

• September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome Back 
Celebration - Kicking off a new year of youth group with 
pizza, soda, and fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! 
Just have their parents fill out a form. Signed 
and completed forms are REQUIRED. (Forms 
are on our website, too, in the Resources 
section. Just download the form, have your 
friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring 
your friend and the completed form along.) 

Calling all youth ... 

We are going to Noah’s Ark again this year!!
Tuesday, July 16, 2019

Youth Grades 6 – 12 (Class of 2019)
Saint Stephens Youth = $15

Saint Stephens Adult Members = $20
Adult Nonmembers & Friends of Youth = $25

Please Sign Up in the Office  
(& Grab a Permission Slip for you and your Friends)

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday 
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 
3 through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class, 
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups 
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith 
Formation class that meets at the same time as the 
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only 
twice per month and in the third floor classroom.

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms 
before worship. Yes! Friends are welcome at Sunday 
School. Just have a parent complete a Registration Form 
and bring it with the child.

The last day of Sunday School for the 2018-2019 
Program Year will be Sunday, June 9. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation Class will meet next after worship on Wednesday, June 12, from 7:00 - 8:00 
PM in the Third Floor Classroom/Youth Room. Please mark your calendars and plan to 
attend! There will be no Confirmation Class during July and August. Confirmation will 
resume again after our summer break on Wednesday, September 11, at 7:00 PM.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
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ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life. Note:  The email you use to 
set it up must match the one in church records.

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care. Or if you know of someone in the hospital. 
We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, May 27, will be:

Roast Chicken, Hash Brown Potatoes 
Green Bean Casserole, Pasta Salad 

 Dessert & Beverages

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Kristy Neuman
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Tanner Depies
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

THIS SUNDAY, MAY 26 - 9:00 AM Worship - with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  
Sunday School at 9:00 AM in classrooms; Coffee Hour immediately following worship 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  Worship at 6:00 PM with Communion 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 8-12 
NOAH’S ARK TRIP:  For Youth Grade 6 to Graduating Class of 2019 - July 16
BREWER GAME! SAINT STEPHENS GOES TO MILLER PARK:  Friday, July 12 

FALL KICKOFF SUNDAY:  September 15
OKTOBERFEST:  September 28

ANNUAL MEETING:  October 13

UPCOMING EVENTS

COLLECTING EGG CARTONS
Can you save some of your clean egg cartons for us? 
Treva Schmidt donates eggs to Dinner @ Five but is in 
need of more egg cartons so she can continue to do so.

PINE CREST WORSHIP
The May Pine Crest worship service will be held at 2:00 
PM on Thursday, May 23. Members scheduled to assist 
residents to the service are Deloris Bauman, Judy Alft, 
and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams will lead 
the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the pianist.



SUNDAY, MAY 26 - Sixth Sunday of Easter
- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School in Classrooms; 
Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and special music by Tiffany Bucheger. 
Liturgist is Mary Stamm. 

Flowers on the altar are in.honor of the baptisms of Kylee Rae Graap and Luke 
James Woller from Neil & Sally Tesch. 

Radio Ministry is in memory of my mother, Dorothy Peterson-Schiller, whose 
birthday would have been on May 8, and my husband, Antonio Garcia, whose 

birthday would have been May 10. 
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of printing. 

Nursery will be staffed. 
Ushers scheduled will be George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 

Dornbrack, Randy Perry, Beth Houle, and Virgil Baumgart. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Carl & Kathy Hass, Cliff Williams, Jean & Bob 

Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MAY 27 
Memorial Day - Office Closed 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, MAY 28 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513 
 6:30 Green Team Meeting

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship with Communion 
         (Rev. Carnes will preach)

THURSDAY, MAY 30 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
  5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, JUNE 1 
 12:00 Alcholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.


