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WITH OUR VOICES

Last week, I found an album of music that I loved during college and I hadn’t really listened 
to it much since then. It was amazing how the music overtook me and how so many of the 
melodies and lyrics came right back to me. Then it dawned on me:  I often underestimate 

the role of music in my life. That might seem strange for those who know that I’m almost always 
singing something … even in the middle of conversations.

I think I underestimate the power of music because at this point in my life it’s such a part of 
who I am. But as I listened to the songs from a different season in my life, I remembered that 
it wasn’t just music that has had power in my life, and shaped me. It was also the people with 
whom I have shared music, and in particular the choir conductors in my life who taught me so 
much more than music. They also taught me that being a musician is so much more than just 
the music itself, finding the notes, and doing it “right.” They taught me how to find my voice, 
how to use it, and the difference it can make. Through music, I learned about community and 
cooperation, sharing mutual goals, finding common dreams, and how to bring the diversity of 
voices together to make something that no solo voice can physically accomplish. 

The first place that I learned about community was the church I mentioned this past Sunday, and 
I’ve mentioned before, the church of my childhood and youth, Haslett Community Church. The 
second place that I really learned about the power of community was high school choir. Much 
like choir here in Merrill under the direction of Jim Bjorklund, my high school choir was broadly 
admired throughout the school and community. Athletes sang and played their sport. It was one 
of the reasons that I reached out to Jim in the first place, to see if he’d consider becoming a part 
of our church community, the way that I heard people talk about him and his program.

I’ll never forget my director, Erich Wangeman, saying about my class, “You know how to have 
fun, and you know when to buckle down and get to work. And the most fun we have together 
is when we’re making beautiful music.” And it was true. Fun. Work. Beauty. Sometimes, but not 
always in that order. I’d like to think that I’ve brought that to how we do church and how I see 
myself as a pastor. There’s a time to be playful, even a necessary time, a time to do the work, 
and when those two things each have their place and then come together, something beautiful 
happens.

Something beautiful has happened here at Saint Stephens during out time together.

Something beautiful is still happening, and I’ll bet the Spirit has more beauty in store. 

My college choir conductor, who is now the director of choral studies at Westminster Choir 
College, knew that music was about the story and stories being told. Just before every choir 
concert, he’d sit the choirs down just before we went on stage, and he’d tell us some moving 
story about the author or the reason the song was written in the first place, so we could key into 
that story as we told our own alongside it.

The gospel story is the story we claim to tell in this place. It’s not our story, but by telling it as 
our own, we begin to take some ownership, and the story begins to grow. Each time a story is 
told, as long as it is told faithfully, and does not disrupt the place from which it came, the story 
grows. Each church is charged with telling and retelling the gospel story for its time and place.

We remembered last fall, the Boettcher brothers who first told the story of Saint Stephans 
Evangelische Kirche, here in Merrill, Wisconsin. It was a story about grace, welcome, inclusivity, 
and a Christianity free of judgment for being human. This is still the story of this place. We’ve 
reclaimed it together. I wonder, do you feel like it is yet your story? Or is it just the church’s? If 
you are still unsure, be in church the next time we sing “All Are Welcome” - we sing it every 
time we welcome new members - and see how you feel? Keep singing it until it feels authentic 
in your voice, with all the other voices together, and remember that together, with our voices 
raised, there are some things we can do together that we simply, physically cannot do alone.

Eastertide blessings,

May 14, 2019

Kyle
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Call the church office

You’re invited!
Rev. Lucas Williams  

will be formally installed as the  
Associate Pastor at  

Saint Stephens United Church of Christ  
on May 19, 2019, at 2:00 PM

with Communion
Celebration meal in the Fellowship Hall to follow. 

The church will cater the main protein. We are inviting everyone who 
comes to bring a dish to pass. A sign up sheet is on the kiosk in the Kuck 
Lounge. Please sign up to bring a casserole, salad, side dish, or dessert of 
your choosing. Questions? Call Jennifer at 715-218-2978.

THANK YOU, HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH!
Thank you to our High School Youth Group for leading 
our Mother’s Day worship service. You all did a great 
job! Did you have fun doing it? We would love to 
have you read and greet and usher for other worship 
services, too! Talk to Rev. Lucas about becoming one 
of our liturgists (readers) for other Sundays, or about 
becoming an usher or a member of the Hospitality 
Corps greeters. It’s awesome to be an active part of 
your church community!

There are lots of other great ways you can get involved 
and use your gifts, too. Love kids? This summer we will 
need helpers for Vacation Bible School. Love to sing? 
Join the Choir.  P.S. Adults welcome, too!
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Saint Stephens is going to  
Miller Park!  

Friday July 12, 2019  
7:10 Game Start

San Francisco Giants vs.  
Milwaukee Brewers

Meet at Church @ 1:15  
Depart for Miller Park @ 1:30

Cost is $40 & gets you a ticket to the game and a seat 
on the bus. Hurry! There are only 40 tickets available.
Payment needed by June 11. Please Sign Up and Pay 

in the Office. 
There Will Be Time for Tailgating!

Please bring a dish to pass, your own protein of choice, 
and your own beverages for before the game

We will also need grills (3 or 4) and someone willing 
to grill. Please let Rev. Lucas know if you have a grill 

and/or are willing to grill.

THANK YOU, CHILDREN OF SAINT STEPHENS!
Thank you to our Sunday School family for the awesome 
art they donated to the church to celebrate Earth Day 
(April 22, 2019). You will find it hanging in the entryway 
near the elevator. Take a peek! The “earth” or globe 
image is comprised of the handprints of the children of 
Saint Stephens!

Merrill Eagles Club Aerie and Auxiliary #584  
Blood Drive

Second Annual Blood Drive Honoring the  
Life of Randal Bellin

1205 Lake Street, Merrill WI
Saturday, June 15

9:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Call Bryan at 715.218.0770 to reserve your life-saving 

donation time. Refreshments will be provided.

Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of cash!

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL UPDATE
Our Saint Stephens/St. Peter’s Schofield softball team 
played our first game on Mother’s Day against St. Paul’s 
Irma and emerged with a win with a score of 17-12.

This Sunday, May 19, we will play St. Paul’s Irma/St. 
Peter’s Hamburg at 3:30 PM on the softball field at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. 

We hope you’ll come out to cheer us on and support 
the concession stands. 
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Merrill Area Church Fast Pitch Softball Schedule
Date  Time  vs. (Opposing Team)      @ Softball 
Field
May 19, 2019 3:30 PM St. Paul’s Irma/St. Peter’s Hamburg         Immanuel
May 26, 2019   No Softball due to Memorial Day Weekend
June 2, 2019 2:00 PM St. Paul’s Irma            St. John’s
June 9, 2019 2:00 PM Immanuel/St. Paul’s Hamburg          Faith
June 16, 2019 3:30 PM St. Paul’s Irma/St. Peter’s Hamburg         Immanuel
June 23, 2019 3:30 PM Immanuel/St. Paul’s Hamburg          St. John’s
June 30, 2019 3:30 PM St. Paul’s Irma            Faith
July 7, 2019 3:30 PM St. Paul’s Irma/St. Peter’s Hamburg         Immanuel
July 14, 2019 3:30 PM St. Paul’s Irma            St. John’s
July 20 & 21, 2019  Division 1 Tournament           Faith
July 28, 2019 3:30 PM Immanuel/St. Paul’s Hamburg          Immanuel
Aug. 4, 2019 2:00 PM St. Paul’s Irma/St. Peter’s Hamburg         St. John’s
Aug. 11, 2019 3:30 PM Immanuel/St. Paul’s Hamburg          Faith

Clip & Save this Summer’s Saint Stephens Softball Schedule 

AN EMAIL FROM REALM ... 
Have you received an email invitation from Realm (our 
church database management software) to log in to and 
create a password so you can see your personal/family 
data? It isn’t SPAM! It’s legit. 

The account you set up is where you can keep your 
contact information current, see your contribution 
history (current as of our most recent posting date), and, 
(if you wish) set up electronic giving quickly and easily.

If you haven’t received the referenced email invitation 
from Realm, (or if you deleted it because you thought 
it was spam, please call or email the office to give us 
your current email address so we can send you one (or 
re-send it, as the case might be).

VISITATION TEAM MEETING
The Visitation Team will meet at 6:00 PM on Wednesday, 
May 15. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

RE-MEMBER 
2019
We’ve shared 
the stories. 
You’ve heard 
the challenge. 
Will you take 
the next step? ... 
Action!

What kind of action? Well, how about joining us on our 
Re-Member trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation this year? 
It’s August 3-9, 2019. 

Yes, it will be hot. Yes, it’s a long drive. And yes, it’s 
an experience you will never forget. But the sacrifices 
you make to come on this trip, to spend time on the 
reservation, and to help in some small way ... making 
beds, painting outhouses, reading to children, cutting 
wood, digging, building, or whatever you physically do 
... along with all that you will learn about how this came 
to be and why it is so difficult for the people living on 
the reservation ... by walking with them and seeking to 
understand ... will change you forever.

Please prayerfully consider joining us. If the spirit is 
calling you, come!

The cost is $575 per person, but if you want to go and 
finances are the only issue, please talk to Rev. Carnes. 
Are you with us? We have quite a few openings yet. 
Come with your spouse or your teen or older child 
or grandchilden. Make it one of the most meaningful 
things you do this summer.



May 14, 2019
Page 5THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
From Guru to Gospel

For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that 
there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 
What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to 
Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” 
or “‘I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? - 1 
Corinthians 1:11-13 (NRSV)

Most of the biggest, wealthiest and what passes for 
the strongest churches are organized around a single 
charismatic leader—usually male, often handsome, 
purportedly straight, and inevitably aged 32-58.

Those of us in (ahem) real churches (read: small and 
struggling) might call this ilk a cult of personality and 

not a church. But we fall victim to the same idolatries 
when we offer our allegiance in church membership 
to a pastor and not to the community. And when 
the pastor falls short, personally offends, or worse—
leaves—we are heartbroken or furious. We may even 
leave the church ourselves.

When the risen Jesus was subsumed into heaven, his 
movement was riven by fandom and idolatry. The 
leadership sought to sort itself out, and people took 
sides over their personal gurus: Peter and Paul and 
Apollos. It almost killed the church before it had really 
been born. Then Paul pointed them all back to Jesus 
Christ (a miracle in itself, for Paul had quite an ego).

Every pastor—every Christian, in fact—is called to be 
a finger pointing to God. We worship the Creator, not 
the creature. Ask yourself: when the church disappoints 
you at some point, as all churches inevitably do, can 
you give your loyalty and heart not to a person, or even 
a people—but to the gospel of grace and service and 
kin-dom that underlie them all, whether or not we live 
out that gospel perfectly? If we do that, our love and 
loyalty, like Christ themself, can never truly die.

Prayer

Lord, make me a gracious follower and not a fangirl. 
Amen.

by Molly Baskette

PARKING ISSUES
Are you able bodied and feeling fit? Feel free to park 
in the church parking lot and enjoy the short walk to 
church (hint hint) so the close and street parking can be 
utilized by those with difficulty walking. Thanks!

FOOD FOR KIDS
Want to make a donation to support  
the Food for Kids program Saint 
Stephens adopted? Make your check 
payable to:  Food for Kids and drop it  
into the collection plate or drop it off 
or mail it to the church office.
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

May 19 
June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

July 28

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
June 16, 23, 30 

July 7, 28 
August 4, 11, 18, 25

Coffee Hour 
May 26 

June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial Fund 
 $40.00 in memory of Beverly King from Todd & Sue Hackbarth, Tim & Erin 
 $50.00 in memory of Beverly King from Patricia & Jeffrey King 
 $90.00 in honor of our Mother, Phyllis Ney, for her 90th birthday on May 14 from her children, Dan, Nancy, and Ken

Food for Kids 
 $100.00 in loving memory of our son, Andy Hoffman, on his birthday, May 14, from Mike & Sue Hoffman

Radio 
 $50.00 in memory of Beverly King from Bill & Paula McIntyre

NOW! 
 $50.00 in honor of my mother, Bernice Perry, on Mother’s Day from Randy Perry 
 $20.00 in memory of our mothers, Mrs. Norma Kanitz and Mrs. Jessie Beyer, for Mother’s Day from Bill  
  & Marion Beyer

 $25.00 in memory of our mothers, Claray Geiss & Lorraine Kraft, from Jeff & Sue Kraft 
 $25.00 in memory of Delores Hass for Mother’s Day from Kristine Smith

Endowment Fund 
 $25.00 in memory of Donna Woller for Mother’s Day from Mark & Sally Woller

Electrical & Wiring 
 $10.00 in memory of Michael Goetsch from Dennis & Sharon Woller 
 $20.00 in memory of our mothers, Emily Ziemke and Lillian Zimmerman, for Mother’s Day from Norm &  
  Alice Ziemke

SPECIAL GIFTS

LITURGISTS (a/k/a READERS)
Thank you to the members of 
the congregation who have 
volunteered as liturgists for 
our Sunday worship. Everyone 
is encouraged to participate! 
If you are concerned about 

pronunciations or anything else having to do with the 
reading, you may contact either of the pastors, who 
would be happy to help. A sign up sheet is located on 
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Jump right in and sign up 
for a date when you can read for a worship service!

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread” Meal

Thursday, May 16
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

@ the Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, 
Merrill

Menu:  Hot Turkey Sandwiches,  
Chips, Tropical Fruit,  
Pickles/Carrot Sticks,  

Desserts, Milk, Coffee and Water

Sponsored by: Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
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JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday 
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 3 
through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class, 
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups 
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith 
Formation class that meets at the same time as the 
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only 
twice per month and in the third floor classroom.

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms 
before worship. Yes! Friends are welcome at Sunday 
School. Just have a parent complete a Registration Form 
and bring it with the child.

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation Class will meet next after worship 
on Wednesday, June 12, from 7:00 - 8:00 PM in the 
Third Floor Classroom/Youth Room. Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend! 

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays. Feel free to bring your little ones 
ages 0 - 3 to the nursery where our adult volunteers will 
be happy to care for them during the service. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
July 8-12, 2019

9:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Open to Kids Going into K-6 
in the Fall of 2019

Registration open now!

Registration forms available in the office and in Sunday 
School classrooms beginning this Sunday, May 19.

Mark your calendars so you can plan your family 
vacations around VBS so the kids can attend! 

ROAR! Life is Wild * God is Good

VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  We are looking for 7th 
& 8th graders, high school students, and adults to help 
with Vacation Bible School. If you can help, even just 
for part of a day, please contact Rev. Lucas. You can 
help with crafts, snacks, games, supervision ... lots of fun 
opportunities! 

THANK YOU BAKERS!
Thank you to everyone who baked 
and donated baked goods for the High 
School Youth Group Bake Sale last 
Sunday!

The last day of Sunday School for the 2018-2019 
Program Year will be Sunday, June 9. 

It’s the “Mane” Event!
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• June 9 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM 
Youth Gathering:  Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games! (8th 
Graders ... going into 9th Grade are welcome to come!)

• July 8-12 - Help out with Vacation Bible School If you are 
able, help out one, two, or all of the days! It’s FUN!

• July 16 - Noah’s Ark Trip to the Waterpark! Grades 6 
through graduating Class of 2019 More details to come.

• August 2 @ 4:00 PM - Trampoline Park & Dinner (Church 
pays for the park/Bring money to pay for your dinner.)

• September 15 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale Fundraiser

• September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome Back 
Celebration - Kicking off a new year of youth group with 
pizza, soda, and fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! 
Just have their parents fill out a form. Signed 
and completed forms are REQUIRED. (Forms 
are on our website, too, in the Resources 
section. Just download the form, have your 
friend’s parent complete and sign it, and bring 
your friend and the completed form along.) 

Calling all youth ... 

We are going to Noah’s Ark again this year!!
Tuesday July 16, 2019

Youth Grades 6 – 12 (Class of 2019)
Saint Stephens Youth = $15

Saint Stephens Adult Members = $20
Adult Nonmembers & Friends of Youth = $25

Please Sign Up in the Office  
(& Grab a Permission Slip for you and your Friends)

Middle School Youth End First Year of Youth Group with Fun!
It’s crazy to think but it’s already been a full year of both youth groups. This past Sunday, May 12, the Middle 
School youth group had our last gathering until September at the AmericInn in Merrill. We would like to thank the 
AmericInn for their generosity and hospitality in letting us use the hospitality room and the pool/hot tub. The day 
began with the youth getting time to chat while they ate pizza and snacks. That was followed by about two hours 
of fun in the pool. The Middle School youth have been enjoying there time over the course of this year.

Some highlights were the Retreat/lock-in in November when the youth spent time baking for their bake sale, in 
addition to learning more about homelessness by building cardboard shacks and sleeping in them, talking about 
homelessness, and doing “dinner on a budget” as a way for the youth to experience what it might be like to beg 
for money to get food. Another highlight was the service project in December when we made Christmas cards for 
Kindhearted Home Care. It has truly been a full year for the Middle Schoolers and I look forward to getting back
with them on September 8.
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ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life. Note:  The email you use to 
set it up must match the one in church records.

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care. Or if you know of someone in the hospital. 
We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, May 20, will be:

Pizza, Cheesy Bread 
Potato Salad, Hot Veggies 

 Dessert & Beverages

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Kristy Neuman
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Youth Rep Tyler Depies
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

THIS SUNDAY, MAY 19 - 9:00 AM Worship - with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  
Sunday School at 9:00 AM in classrooms; Coffee Hour immediately following worship 

REV. LUCAS WILLIAMS INSTALLATION SERVICE @ This Sunday, May 19 @ 2:00 PM with Communion 
Celebration in the Fellowship Hall following service ~ Please bring a dish to pass and join us! 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS:  Worship at 6:00 PM with Communion 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 8-12 
NOAH’S ARK TRIP:  For Youth Grade 6 to Graduating Class of 2019 - July 16
BREWER GAME! SAINT STEPHENS GOES TO MILLER PARK:  Friday, July 12 

FALL KICKOFF SUNDAY:  September 15

UPCOMING EVENTS

COLLECTING EGG CARTONS
Can you save some of your clean egg cartons for us? 
Treva Schmidt donates eggs to Dinner @ Five but is in 
need of more egg cartons so she can continue to do so.

PINE CREST WORSHIP
The May Pine Crest worship service will be held at 2:00 
PM on Thursday, May 23. Members scheduled to assist 
residents to the service are Deloris Bauman, Judy Alft, 
and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams will lead 
the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the pianist.



SUNDAY, MAY 19 - Fifth Sunday of Easter
- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School in Classrooms; 
Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir. 
Liturgist is Chris Stevenson. 

Flowers on the altar are in celebration of Rev. Lucas Williams’ Installation. 
Radio Ministry is in loving memory of Darlene Bettin on what would have been 

our 62nd wedding anniversary on May 21 from Dick. 
Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Reinhardt-Porath Families. 

Nursery will be staffed. 
Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 

Nancy Seidel,  Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Beth Houle, Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly 

Wallace, Chris & Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MAY 20 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, MAY 21 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513 
 6:30 Girl Scout Parent Meeting

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship with Communion 
         (Rev. Carnes will preach)

THURSDAY, MAY 23 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
  5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, MAY 24 
 12:00 Alcholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

You’re invited!
Rev. Lucas Williams  

will be formally installed as the  
Associate Pastor at  

Saint Stephens United Church of Christ  
on May 19, 2019, at 2:00 PM

with Communion
Celebration meal in the Fellowship Hall to follow. 

You’re invited! Please bring a dish to pass. A sign up 
sheet is on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge.


