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AN UNEASY TRANSITION

April 30, 2019

few weeks back I preached on our ideas of deserving and earning. Last night, a parishioner
brought that sermon up to me again. She recounted that a client of hers recently told her
that she “deserved” her upcoming retirement. She was struggling with the sermon and
wondered, does she actually “deserve” her retirement? Do we earn something like retirement
from a long, committed, even compassionate life of work? Sure we do. Are there also likely other
forces at play, other stories to tell when it comes to one’s work and seasons of life? Yeah, probably
so.
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Office: 715-536-7322
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The intent of the sermon was to challenge our culture’s presumption that only things that we have
“earned” have value. On the surface, this makes some sense. A society full of free-loaders just
doesn’t work. Thank God, that in spite of some political commentary to the contrary, we actually
have a very strong work force in this country. But if the only things with value are the things that
we’ve earned, what do we do with the ancient tradition of gift-giving, for example? Our ideas
about deserving have almost demolished the grace of gift-receiving.
If you don’t believe me, do this experiment. Find a proud, yet humble person you know, (arrogant
folks need not apply), and give them an undeserved gift (which of course all gifts are undeserved,
otherwise it wouldn’t be a gift, it’d be a reward) and see how uncomfortable they become. We
like rewards. We like receiving gifts less because gifts can call into question our ethic of earning
what we have. If you’re like me and think this doesn’t apply to you, because you love gifts! ... what
would you do if someone you knew bought you a new car, just because they wanted you to know
how much you mean to them, and insisted on you keeping it? Would it be too much? Sometimes
we’re ok with gifts ... as long as they fit what we believe to be appropriate and proportionate. Is
this why we struggle with God’s amazing grace?
How often do you, when you are a guest, and you are offered something to drink or eat, do
you instinctually, politely decline that offer? Have you ever considered that declining that offer is
declining a gift, and could be more rude than graciously just saying yes? We just wouldn’t want
to be a bother would we?
Well, you are. A bother. So am I. We all are. There’s no way around impinging upon one another
when we live in society together, particularly if we want to build community. Any notion that
any of us have the right to do whatever we want as long as it doesn’t bother someone else just
doesn’t work. Not if you still want to do things like drive on roads, and have police officers. We
are constantly a bother to one another. And it’s ok. The question is how do we deal with it?
When everything is earned and deserved, everyone else is necessarily either the competition or
an ally. But if everything is a gift, or even if we allow some things to be a gift, (we have to start
somewhere because we’re really deep down this deserving hole) then others become companions
- possible sources of delight and gratitude. Because we’ve been designed to need one another. It’s
not rude to impinge upon one another; it’s rude to act like you can live with us and not be a bother.
This is an uneasy transition from our current stories and feelings.
As Jamie and I approached making our announcement of our move to Michigan, I know I
underestimated what I have received from you all and from this place. I have struggled with ideas
of deserving. What do we deserve? Who knows. I have said consistently throughout our whole
time together that the Spirit has been at work with us, through us, and among us. I still believe
this. There’s nothing we can do to deserve the Spirit. It’s only a gift. I think our work ahead, both
together and separately, is to figure out how we graciously receive all that we’ve given each other.
Did any of us “deserve” this time we have shared? Who knows. Finding the gift in it all might be
the best, if not the only way to leave space for the Spirit to continue to bless us, as she continues
to move in startling and life-giving ways. We are, after all, a resurrection people, are we not? Now
we just need to accept the new car. We never had to earn it anyways.
Eastertide blessings,

Kyle

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191
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WHAT IS REALM? ...
Realm is the name of the software we use at Saint
Stephens to maintain records of our congregation ...
the people, the details of their lives that are important
for pastors to know, contributions, and soon, the
“Groups” you belong to ... whether you are a Sunday
School teacher or student, or a volunteer counting
money, or help with funeral lunches (Helping Hands),
or whatever your connection to Saint Stephens,
you may be part of a Group that enables us to
communicate with you faster and easier and keep
track of who is helping with what.
This is also where you can now set up your electronic
giving ... and you can even update your own address, email address, and phone number so we always have your
current information accessible.
We would like to get everyone (who has an email address) connected to their personal record on Realm ... so that
you can help take control of your personal information and easily do these things and also have immediate access
to your contribution history. You do need to have email and Internet access to get into the Realm system.
In the near future, everyone with an email address on file in our system will receive an email from us via the Realm
software, with a link to go in and create a password for their personal and family record. We’re telling you this now
because it might look odd to you, and if you didn’t know what Realm was or why you were receiving this email,
you might think it was junk mail or SPAM.
We think you’ll really like this ability to see and review and revise your own records.
But in order to do this most effectively, we need to get as many email addresses updated as possible. If we already
have and use your email address, you don’t have to do anything. BUT if you have an email address and we don’t
have it on record at the church, please call Tina or Kim in the office to provide us with your email so we can
update your record and be sure you receive an “invite” to set up your access with a password of your choosing.
P.S. Please be aware that we have heard issues of a few operating systems not working with the Realm platform. If
you encounter any difficulties when you try to set up your login, please call Tina in the church office and let her
know what operating system you are using so she can contact Realm for further assistance.

SAVE THE DATE:

Pastor Lucas will be installed at Saint Stephens United Church
of Christ on May 19. More info. to come!
ROAR! Life is Wild *
God is Good
VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL : July 8-12

VISITATION TEAM MEETING
The Visitation Team will meet at 6:00 PM on Wednesday,
May 15. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

Saint Stephens

715.536.7322

United Church of Christ
903
East2nd
2ndStreet,
Street |Merrill,
Merrill,Wisconsin
Wisconsin |54452
54452
903
East
715.536.7322 | church@ststephensucc.net
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Rev. Lucas Williams
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Jason Chandler
Jim Bjorklund
Darlene Johnson
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Pastoral Associate
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Administrative Assistant
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lucas@ststephensucc.net
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Trivia Night!
On behalf of the trivia team, I would like to thank everyone who came
and made our first trivia night a great success. In total, we made $865,
and that wouldn’t have been possible without your participation. The
night was filled with laughs, excitement, and competition. We had eight
teams ranging from two to eight players. In addition, to those who played,
we also had volunteers who helped as greeters, child care, and helpers
at the various tables around the room, and we would like to thank them
all for their time. We also received many donations from various businesses in Merrill, and we want to extend our
gratitude and thanks to them for those donations.
								Deepest Gratitude,
								Rev. Lucas

SPECIAL THANKS!
Thank you to Stan Seeger who raked and cleaned up the church and parsonage grounds ... without being asked!
And for vacuuming up the rock salt up in the balcony in the sanctuary, again just because he saw a need and
jumped up and did it. There never seems to be enough hours in the day to attend to everything here at Saint
Stephens, even with a full staff. As our outreach in the community grows, and more people use our building,
and more activities take place, we rejoice! It is incredible to see Saint Stephens growing and thriving and being
recognized as a place where community can grow and thrive. But along with all that activity, comes a bit more
work. So we are so very grateful to many generous volunteers ... Stan and many others ... who jump in to help1
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weeks, liquid rock poured over homes and orchards,
filled the well-loved tide pools of Kapoho Bay, and
drove thousands from their homes. At the summit, the
volcano exhaled clouds of ash that fogged the landscape.
Then, the land caught its breath. The lava stopped, the
plumes subsided, the skies cleared.
We humans struggle now to find homes for those
whose houses vanished. Others need replacement land
on which to grow papayas and anthuriums.
The volcano’s breath brings destruction.

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .

The Breath of Praise

Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! - Psalm
150:6, NRSV
On Hawai’i Island, mountains breathe.

It als breathes creation. Hawai’i Island is larger today by
875 acres. As the stone cools, adventurous seeds will
crack it into soil. I have seen, over and over again, the
wonder of green leaves emerging from volcanic rock.
Someday—not soon—papaya groves could rise again.
The psalmist lifted praise with trumpets and pipes,
materials quarried from the earth then given breath. At
Kilauea’s summit and on Hawai’i’s coast, I have seen
and heard the majesty of earth’s own breath. Inhaling
and exhaling, in destruction and in creation, what can
it do but praise the LORD?

As magma fills the chambers beneath our active
volcanoes of Kilauea and Mauna Loa, their surfaces
expand. When pressures beneath the ground diminish, Prayer
the slopes settle back. Geologists measure the change O Holy One, receive the breathing praise of Your
in tilt to understand what may be happening beneath.
Creation: From human voices, songbird’s trills, coyote’s
Last summer, Kilauea’s fiery breath burst to the surface far wails, ocean’s swells - and the lingering sighs of the
downslope. Rifts opened in residential neighborhoods, mountains. Amen.
exhaling first noxious gases and then lava. For thirteen by Eric Anderson
RE-MEMBER 2019
Scarcity. Poverty. Depression. Hopelessness.
Outhouses. Sets of bunk beds in the living room to accommodate all the
people living together in one house. Cracks in walls and floors so wide you can
see through them. So cold air, and snow, and mosquitos can definitely come
through them.
Life in one of the poorest counties in America. Not in some inner city housing
project. This is life on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.

Where making a small difference can make such a huge difference in lives.
There are no “easy fixes,” but you can help in a small way ... and you can come
to learn about how this came to be and why it is so difficult for the people living on the
reservation. Come to walk alongside them and seek to understand.
If you can listen with an open heart, paint an outhouse, read to children, measure 2x4
wood, put sheets on a bed, dig, and/or use basic power tools, you will fit right in! Talk to
Rev. Carnes or Scott or Kelly Wallace or anyone who has been to Re-Member for more
information, and truly consider coming along. We need more people who want to share
this experience! Please prayerfully consider joining us. If the spirit is calling you, come!
We are hoping to get a good-sized group together this year, and you can make payments
between now and then if you wish. The cost is $575 per person, but if you want to go
and finances are the only issue, please talk to Rev. Carnes. Who’s with us?
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SPECIAL GIFTS

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.
Memorial Fund
$20.00 in memory of Jessie Knott from Lois Latzig
$25.00 in memory of Jessie Knott from Dale Kuck
$25.00 in memory of Jessie Knott from Janice Schiller
NOW! Fund
$50.00 in memory of Mike Mosser for his birthday, April 29, from Gary & Jill Mosser
$50.00 in memory of parents, Marvin & Delores Hass, for Easter and their April 19 anniversary from
		
Kristine Smith
$50.00 in memory of Jessie Knott from Debra & Stan Seeger
$10.00 in memory of Mike Mosser for his April 29 birthday from Carol Plautz
$60.00 in loving memory of my husband, Kenny, for what would have been our 60th wedding anniversary
		
on May 9 from Eunice Schubert
$10.00 in memory of Jessie Knott from Roland & Melita Hall
Organ Fund
$20.00 in memory of Jessie Knott from Jeff & Sue Kraft
Radio Ministry
$190.00 in loving memory of Darlene Bettin on what would have been our 62nd wedding anniversary
		
on May 21 from Dick
New Roof
$25.00 in memory of Lloyd Buck, Sr., for Easter from Ruth Buck
NEWS FROM THE GREEN
TEAM ...
Recently the Green Team
has looked at information
about how care of forests
can impact climate change
and sustainability. If you
would also like to begin
exploring this topic the
following link offers a good
place to start: https://www.arborday.org/carbon/

ATTENTION USHERS
Ushers will meet at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, August 20.
Please mark your calendars before summer gets really
busy and plan to attend.

Remember: SCRIP
costs you NOTHING
to use in place of
cash!

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES
Flowers
Sign up in Office
May 19
June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Radio Ministry
Call the Office
June 16, 23, 30
July 7, 14, 21, 28
Coffee Hour
May 5, 12, 26
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THRIVENT “ACTION TEAMS”
Are you a member of Thrivent Financial? Did you know
you can allocate your Thrivent Choice dollars to Saint
Stephens?
We also recently learned from a Thrivent member that
Thrivent members can create an “Action Team” twice a
year whereby they request Thrivent to share resources
to help us with a specific event. Those “resources”
include a gift card (like a debit card) we can use for a
specific church event, to help defray our expenses in
creating the event, such as our Trivia Night, Vacation
Bible School, Oktoberfest, etc.
Want to help with this? Talk to a pastor or to Tina in the
office to learn what kinds of events we will be holding
to see how you and Thrivent can help!
LOOKING FOR LITURGISTS
(a/k/a READERS)
We would like to have members
of the congregation become
more involved in worship by
participating as liturgists. This
involves reading the Call to
Worship, the Scripture Lesson, and the Prayer of
Dedication.
Everyone is encouraged to participate! If you are
concerned about pronunciations or anything else
having to do with the reading, you may contact either
of the pastors, who would be happy to help. A sign up
sheet is located on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Please
consider signing up!

SMILE! Jesus Loves You!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be
July 8-12. Mark your calendars so you
can plan your family vacations around
VBS so the kids can attend! Our theme
this year is: ROAR! Life is Wild * God
is Good

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 3
through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class,
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith
Formation class that meets at the same time as the
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only
twice per month and in the third floor classroom.
Parents should take students directly to their classrooms
before worship. Yes! Friends are welcome at Sunday
School. Just have a parent complete a Registration Form
and bring it with the child.

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship
service on Sundays. Feel free to bring your little ones
ages 0 - 3 to the nursery where our adult volunteers will
be happy to care for them during the service.
FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Mark your calendars for the last two Faith Formation
Classes of the 2018-2019 Program Year. Faith Formation
Class will meet again on Sunday, May 5, and Sunday,
May 12. See you then! Have a Happy Easter!
Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING
to use in place of cash!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
THIS SUNDAY, MAY 5 - 9:00 AM Worship with Communion with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);
Sunday School at 9:00 AM in classrooms; 7th & 8th Grade Faith Formation in Third Floor Classroom
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS: Worship at 6:00 PM with Communion
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: July 8-12
We’ll be known forever by the tracks we leave.
- Plains Indian Proverb

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (Grades 6-8)
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

YOUTH
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events
•

May 12 @ 9:00 AM - Youth Led Worship

•

May 12 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale Fundraiser

•

June 9 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM
Youth Gathering: Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!
(8th Graders ... going into 9th Grade are
welcome to come!)

•

July 8-12 - Help out with Vacation Bible School
If you are able, help out one, two, or all of the
days! It’s FUN!

•

July 16 - Noah’s Ark Trip to the Waterpark!
Grades 6 through graduating Class of 2019
More details to come.

•

August 6 @ 4:00 PM - Trampoline Park &
Dinner (Church pays for the park/Bring money
to pay for your dinner.)

•

September 15 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale
Fundraiser

•

September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome
Back Celebration - Kicking off a new year of
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

•

May 12 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM
Youth Gathering: Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

•

June 9 - 8th Graders ... going into 9th Grade
... See this date in the High School Youth
Upcoming Events below!

•

July 8-12 - Help out with Vacation Bible School
If you are able, help out one, two, or all of the
days! It’s FUN!

•

July 16 - Noah’s Ark Trip to the Waterpark!
Grades 6 through graduating Class of 2019
More details to come.

•

September 8 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome
Back Celebration Kicking off a new year of
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed
forms are REQUIRED. (Forms are on our website, too.)

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation Class will meet next after worship on
Wednesday, May 8, from 7:00 - 8:00 PM in the Third
Floor Classroom/Youth Room. We will also meet on
June 12 from 7:00 - 8:00 PM, so mark your calendars
and plan to attend.
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Remember ...
SCRIP costs you NOTHING
to use in place of cash!

CONTRIBUTIONS AND CATCHING UP
It’s been kind of a rough winter--even to the point of
cancelling worship one weekend--and snow removal
and heating expenses have been higher than expected.
If you can dig deep to ensure our bills continue to be
paid on time and that we are able to fully fund our
budget with your regular contributions, we can keep
doing great things here at Saint Stephens!
Just a reminder that NOW! contributions will be used to
complete large and specific NOW! improvements we
need to make here at Saint Stephens, but your regular
weekly offerings are also important to the continued
operation of our church on a day to day basis.
FOOD FOR KIDS
Want to make a donation to support
the Food for Kids program Saint
Stephens adopted? Make your check
payable to: Food for Kids and drop it
into the collection plate or drop it off
or mail it to the church office.
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CHOIR REHEARSAL
Choir rehearsals resume next
Wednesday, May 1, at our reguarlarly
scheduled time on Wednesdays
at 7:00 PM. There will be no Choir
rehearsal on Wednesday, April 25,
2019. New members are always
welcome! Come as you are and join
us at rehearsal.
PRAY-ERS NEEDED
Can you use the telephone? Can
you pray? Then we need YOU! We
want to expand our “Prayer Chain”
... What does that mean? If you are
willing and able to receive a phone
call with a prayer request, write that
down and then call the next person
on the list to pass it along, and then fervently pray for that
prayer request, you can do this! Call Tina in the office
and ask to be added to the prayer chain. (715.536.7322)
OGHS SUNDAY
One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS) has been
celebrated in our church
on one Sunday each year
for many years. We will
do so again this year on
Sunday, May 5.
Each and every day, the
news reminds us that we continue to live in a hurting
world. Wars and conflict continue to plague us ...
hatred and mistrust are all too common ... and hunger
and starvation are a reality for way too many of God’s
children. The Gospel message is very clear: You and I
need to be part of the solution. OGHS presents us with
this opportunity. The mission statement for One Great
Hour of Sharing states it well:

UNDER THE BRIDGE RESUMES
Dave Raddenbach is once again collecting items to help
the homeless living under the bridge in the Wausau OGHS ...
area. His first delivery of clothing, non-perishable
Gives food where there is hunger.
food, and sandwiches was Wednesday, April 3. Every
Gives medicine where there is sickness.
Wednesday afternoon for the duration of the program
(until fall), he will go. Donations of socks, tshirts, pants,
Gives hope where there is hopelessness.
hats, and jackets (mostly for men) and small cans of pop OGHS envelopes will be available in this Sunday’s
top spaghetti, ravioli, fruit, etc., may be dropped off in church bulletin and in the church pews. The collection
the office, or you can give them to Dave on Monday at will be formally received on Sunday, May 5. On behalf
Dinner @ Five. Dave would also welcome donations of of the “Least of These,” please be generous. Thank you.
bread, cold cuts, and cheese for making sandwiches.
- Saint Stephens Mission Committee
Questions? Call Dave at 715.722.0700

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
MAY BIRTHDAYS
We want to acknowledge and celebrate
your special days, and we’re starting with
birthdays! Send your church friends birthday
wishes, whether in person, via email, or by
sending one of those wonderful cards you can
hold in your hands by mail!
May 1		
James Badeau
May 1		
Harriet Henrich
May 1		
Sandy Mosser
May 2		
Cheryl
		Ziemke-Fischer
May 2		
Gary Mosser
May 2		
Nila Oestreich
May 2		
Charles Reinhardt
May 2		
Janice Schiller
May 2		
Gavin Lemke
May 2		
Amanda Hoeft
May 3		
Lucas Hoffman
May 3		
Kevin Mootz
May 4		
Madisen Weix
May 4		
Gary Wolff
May 4		
Sussie Osness
May 4		
Ethan Ravn
May 5		
Cindy Geiss
May 5		
Lavern Sabatke
May 5		
David Reist
May 6		
Amy Dinges
May 6		
Sarah Joerger
May 6		
Sara Rajek
May 6		
Britney Rajek
May 6		
Michelle Salter
May 6		
John Rathke
May 6		
Andy Ament
May 7		
Millie Burrows
May 7		
Dave Schwartzman
May 7		
Wayne Erickson
May 8		
Joann Sauer
May 8		
Evie Parks
May 8		
Holden Heckendorf
May 9		
Arabel Miller
May 10		
Zach Anderson
May 11		
Myria Kludy
May 11		
Kara Tesky
May 11		
Leah Zastrow
May 12		
Valerie Alft
May 13		
Ruth Harbath

May 13		
May 14		
May 14		
May 14		
May 14		
May 15		
May 15		
May 15		
May 16		
May 16		
May 16		
May 17		
May 17		
May 17		
May 18		
May 19		
May 19		
May 19		
May 20		
May 20		
May 20		
May 21		
May 22		
May 23		
May 24		
May 24		
May 24		
May 24		
May 24		
May 24		
May 25		
May 25		
May 25		
May 25		
May 27		
May 27		
May 28		
May 29		
May 29		
May 29		

Thorynn Soberg
Anneliese Berndt
Alex Gehrke
Phyllis Ney
Dave Pyan
Valerie Amelse
Izabella Nelson
Eugene Rowe
Barbara Golisch
Tiffany Peterson
Matthew Buck
Joseph Rodemeier
Peter Schuetze
Sheryl Knospe
Nicole Trumblay
Juanita Arndt
Robert Hoeft
Theresa Garcia
Kathy Badeau
Garrett Schulz
Audrey Soberg
Kaitlin Bonnell
Hugh Hanig
Steve Ament
Paul Buck
Delores Bunge
Britney Gable
William Grefe
Jillette Hanson
Cory Eisner
Sandra Beaudry
Martha Haltinner
Betty Hanson
Mary Peters
Todd Osness
Lincoln Zerbe
Mickayla Kloth
James Rampart
Alisha Scantlin
Mandi Maahs

May 29		
May 29		
May 30		
May 30		
May 30		
May 31		
May 31		
May 31		
May 31		
May 31		

Kelly Wallace
Matt Brock
Leota Davis
Carol Weber
Jennifer Brooks
Eleanor Fehlberg
Jill Reinhardt
Khloe Rajek
Courtney Anderson
Ryan Trumblay

SUNDAY

5 Food Pantry Sunday
9:00 Worship w/Communion
9:00 Sunday School
9:00 7th & 8th Grade
Faith Formation
10:00 MSYG
10:30 Financial Peace Univ
12
9:00 Worship
9:00 Sunday School
9:00 7th & 8th Grade
Faith Formation
10:30 Financial Peace Univ
6:00 High School Youth Group

19 Mother’s Day
9:00 HS Youth Led Worship
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 HSYG
10:20 Sunday Teacher

10:30 Financial Peace Univ

School

26
9:00 Worship
9:00 Sunday School
10:30 Financial Peace Univ

MONDAY

TUESDAY

4
10:00 Girl Scout
Troop 7426

MAY
THURSDAY

3
12:00 Alcoholics
Anonymous

SATURDAY

WEDNESDAY

2
9:00 Merrill Ministerium
9:00 Former PALS
5:00 Aerobics
6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY

1
9:300 Senior Exercise
6:00 Worship with
Communion
7:00 Choir

11
10:00 Girl Scout
Troop 7426

12:00 Alcoholics
Anonymous

10
12:00 Alcoholics
Anonymous
1:45 Bell Tower

8
9:00 Senior Exercise
6:00 Worship with
Communion
7:00 Choir
7:00 Confirmation

13
9:00 Senior Exercise
5:00 Dinner @ Five
5:00 Aerobics
5:15 Exec. Committee

6:00 Church Council
7:00 Dartball

24
12:00 Alcoholics
Anonymous

25

9
9:00 Senior Exercise
5:00 Aerobics
6:00 Chimes

7
12:00 Staff Lunch
5:00 Girl Scout
Troop 7074
6:30 Boy Scout
Troop 513

16
9:00 Senior Exercise
5:00 Aerobics

6:30 Scout Committee

15
9:00 Senior Exercise
6:00 Worship with
Communion
6:00 Visitation Meeting
7:00 Choir

23
9:00 Senior Exercise
2:00 Pine Crest
5:00 Aerobics
6:00 Chimes

6
9:00 Senior Exercise
5:00 Dinner @ Five
5:00 Aerobics
6:00 Church & Ministry

14
12:00 Staff Lunch
6:30 Boy Scout
Troop 513

22
9:00 Senior Exercise
6:00 Worship with
Communion
7:00 Choir

30
9:00 Senior Exercise
5:00 Aerobics
6:00 Chimes

7:00 Dartball

21
12:00 Staff Lunch
2:00 Jenny Towers
5:30 Boy Scout
Troop 513

29
9:00 Senior Exercise
6:00 Worship with
Communion
7:00 Choir

18

20
9:00 Senior Exercise
5:00 Aerobics
5:00 Dinner @ Five
7:00 Dartball

28
12:00 Staff Lunch
5:30 Boy Scout
Troop 513
6:30 Green Team

17

27 Memorial Day
Office Closed
9:00 Senior Exercise
5:00 Aerobics
5:00 Dinner @ Five
7:00 Dartball
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ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!
to the Saint Stephens website:
1 Go
www.ststephensucc.org
the Donate tab on the top righthand side
2 (orClicktheonGive
button near the very bottom)
Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic
3 Giving
button. Follow the prompts.
Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your
church. Simplify your life.

INHALE ... and again
NEED HELP SETTING UP ELECTRONIC GIVING?
Feel free to call Tina in the office or stop in on a
Thursday or Friday (it’s a little less hectic those days)
for help getting it set up. If you have an email, give her
a call to get it rolling. Even if you don’t have an email,
she can help you! Stop by in person with your bank
account information. It’s easy. Set it and forget it.

TEXT TO GIVE! It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s
all you need to do:
SaintStephens (no spaces in between) to
1 Text
73256
will get a reply message with a link. Tap the
2 You
link.

3 Follow the prompts.
COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time,
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and
she can print or email you a copy.

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support,
and care. Or if you know of someone in the hospital.
We want to be there for you.
- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM
at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill
(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.
The menu for Monday, May 6, will be:
Split Pea Soup, Fresh Baked Bread
Hot Veggie, Cottage Cheese & Peaches
Dessert & Beverages
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:
715.575.3191.
Please add this number to the contacts in your
cell phone or keep with your other important or
emergency telephone numbers.

For subscriptions,
removals or changes of
address: 715-536-7322 or
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAY, MAY 5 - Third Sunday of Easter
- Rev. Kyle Carnes
Worship with Communion at 9:00 AM with Sunday School in Classrooms;
7th & 8th Grade Faith Formation in Third Floor Classroom;
Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir.
Flowers on the altar are in loving memory of Bob Gruling for his 88th birthday
which would have been May 5, 2019, from Eppie and Family.
Radio Ministry is in loving memory of Bob Gruling for his 88th birthday which
would have been May 5, 2019, from Eppie and Family
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing.
Nursery will be staffed.
Ushers scheduled will be Les & Pearl Sabatke, Arlo Berndt, Dennis Woller, Darryl
Frick, Greg Heath, Michael Schroeder, Jeff Forster, and Cliff Williams.
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kevin Golisch, Dave & Sue Pyan, Kent &
Wendy Reinhardt, Marcus Reinhardt, Matthew Reinhardt, Luke & Jess Golisch,
Ryan Golisch, Kayla Schulz, Jodi Golisch, and Justin Pyan.

Don’t forget to bring your
Food Pantry offerings to
church this Sunday!

MONDAY, MAY 6
9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)
5:00 Dinner @ Five
5:00 Aerobics
6:00 Church & Ministry
6:30 Scout Committee Meeting
7:00 Dartball
TUESDAY, MAY 7
12:00 Staff Lunch
5:00 Girl Scout Troop 7074
6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513
WEDNESDAY, MAY 8
9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)
6:00 Worship
7:00 Choir Practice
7:00 Confirmation
THURSDAY, MAY 9
9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)
5:00 Aerobics
6:00 Chimes
FRIDAY, MAY 10
12:00 Alcholics Anonymous
1:45 Worship at Bell Tower
SATURDAY, MAY 11
10:00 Girl Scout Troop 7426

