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Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ
No matter who you are or where you are
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

FROM LIFE TO DEATH TO ...

here’s something breath-taking and gut-wrenching watching something die that is 900
years old. The wood that formed the frame under the ceiling of the Cathedral of Notre
Dame was from trees that were 400-500 years old when they were harvested in 1160AD
to build the cathedral. There’s something heart-breaking and awe-inspiring watching as
something 1400 years old, dies for a second time.

We don’t want our stories to end. The stories we tell, the stories we read and believe, the
stories we are living, we don’t want them to end. And it makes sense to not want them to end,
but because we live in an age where it has become normative to rule our lives by our wants,
we suffer doubly when the inevitable death of everything we love does arrive. When we
admit that our stories will end, then we must come up against death, and we have continued
to build a culture that in many significant ways refuses to give death the space it takes up,
regardless of whether we want it to or not.
Part of anything’s story will always include its end. It’s the nature of the existence we’ve been
given. We don’t have to like it. It just is.
This week, Holy Week, is when we remember so much of the Christian story, when our
tradition has intentionally set aside time to do this very thing of reminding us not only that
death is real, but that we must look at it.
We don’t very much like situations that tell us we “must” do anything, do we? Again, in
our want-driven culture, saying we must do something goes against everything we feel we
deserve.
And perhaps it’s true, that we do not have to look at death this week. But if we just follow
our wants, that’s ok, but Easter does not make any sense without Good Friday. There can be
no resurrection without death. It’s the nature of resurrection. I’m not saying that you have to
attend one worship to make sense of the other, but I believe that there is no way to wrestle
with the resurrection while we are willing to deny death its due space in our story. This is one
of the blessings of the Christian story - the stories of life, death, and resurrection are central
so that we might have a little more grace when it comes to seeing our own personal stories.
I am not alone in noticing the parallel between our cultural situation today and the burning of
one of Western Christianity’s most iconic buildings. We are in a mess.
We don’t build anything, let alone cathedrals, like Notre Dame anymore. Perhaps we’ve lost
the constitution, the humility, the patience that is required for a project that took 100 years to
complete. Maybe it’s a sort of technological arrogance. Maybe it’s that we don’t know what
to do when we find something sacred anymore. I’m sure, of the 13 million visitors to Notre
Dame de Paris every year, that some of them go just for the tourist attraction. But my guess is
that of those 13 million, whatever their motives for visiting were initially, very few leave that
space without having some sense that they just experienced something sacred.
When we shy away from the reality of death, (no one enjoys looking right at it) we also resist
and miss one of the sacred moments where our story promises God’s presence. We usually
have also missed the part in our story that says “love wins.” Death is not the end of the story.
Suffering, pain, destruction, darkness, ashes are not the end of our story.
As we continue to work and to wonder about our individual and collective stories, as we
ask, “What’s next?,” we’ve been given this Holy Week, to pause even for just a few hours in
worship Thursday and Friday evenings, to be reminded that it matters what story we tell. Even
as cathedrals burn, and we remember that Jesus was killed, the stories we tell matter. No, they
make all the difference. Even the difference between life and death. Even this week.
Holy Week blessings to you all,

Kyle
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SAINT STEPHENS NEW ROOF PROGRESS
What a beautiful sight! The east side of the church sanctuary roof is finished and the west side under way. When
you’re at church, take a few minutes to look UP!
At the parsonage, work has begun on the house roof as of this morning, April 16! They will be re-roofing both the
house and the garage.
Your donations and NOW! dollars are making these long awaited improvements a reality, along with the crew
from Kulps of Stratford! Just a reminder to be on the lookout for stray roofing nails on the property, in the street, or
in the church/office parking lot, and if you see one, stop to pick it up and properly dispose of it so we don’t have
any flat tires as our church completes this awesome phase in our church history.
PLEASE STAY OUT OF WORK ZONES
We have had issues with people walking through
the Kulps marked off/blocked off work zones.
Did you know that if the DNR comes by (and
they DO this for periodic inspections), and sees
anyone in the work zone, due to the fact that
asbestos is being removed, they will SHUT US
DOWN and all work on the roof will stop and
we will need to appeal to the government to get
the work site back up and running? In fact, by
law, the foreman is supposed to STOP and SHUT
DOWN the worksite if someone walks through.
And he has informed us, he WILL do this. So
please ... STOP and take a few more steps to use
another entrance or exit from the building and
abide by the signs you see ... and please, stay out
of work zones. Remember, this is only temporary.

Saint Stephens

715.536.7322

United Church of Christ
903
East2nd
2ndStreet,
Street |Merrill,
Merrill,Wisconsin
Wisconsin |54452
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SLOWING DOWN HOLY WEEK
riends, our Lenten journey comes to a close this week, as Holy Week is upon us. For me, every time Holy
Week approaches, I remember the days when I was young, or rather younger, and I had curiosities and
questions about Holy Week. There are two in particular that stand out for me. One was, “Why is it called
Maundy Thursday?” and the other “So, it’s called Good Friday, but nothing good happens on it?” What’s even
more interesting is that I always looked forward to Easter and kind of fast forwarded past Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday. The good news is that I have learned to slow down and find something meaningful in both Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday. So, let’s slow down Holy Week if not for a brief few minutes.

F

We come to Maundy Thursday first in Holy Week. And you may find yourself wondering “What does Maundy
mean?” like I once did. Maundy means commandment, and it comes in John 13:34 after Jesus washed the disciple’s
feet and he says to the disciples, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved
you, you also should love one another.”
Now what I find meaningful about Maundy Thursday is that this commandment comes the same day as we
remember Jesus breaking the bread and pouring the wine with the disciples. It’s meaningful because it’s at the
communion table, actually any table for that matter, that I see a way for us to practice loving one another just as
Jesus has loved us. Our example of this is Jesus, who despite knowing what was to come and knowing that some
of the disciples would be betray him, sat at the table and showed everyone in that upper room the same amount
of love.
Following this extraordinary display of love we come to Good Friday. And you may find yourself asking the age
old question, “Why is it called Good Friday when nothing good happens on it?” It is because of the good that is
to come. The “good” in Good Friday is a way of foreshadowing Easter. And yet, in conversations I have had with
others, it seems that a majority of people would like to skip or avoid the day altogether. And why wouldn’t we? It’s
a day specifically about the death of Jesus, and we tend to avoid death and our feelings around it. Yet, I wonder if
we avoid the death of Jesus and our feelings around his death, how can we be expected to not avoid our feelings
around the deaths of our loved ones?
One of the meaningful things I find in Good Friday is that in the death of Jesus, we can recognize our griefs and
sufferings from our own losses and know that Jesus bears them all with us. But, it’s not just our griefs and sufferings
that we can recognize in Jesus’ death; it’s also our own questioning of God’s presence. Because, despite Jesus
knowing what was to come, we find some humanity in Jesus just moments before he takes his last breath when, in
Mark 15:34, he cries out, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” And yet, by slowing down the Good Friday story, we know that death is not the end of the story, that even
in our loss, hope lies on the horizon.
Sisters and brothers, my hope is that by slowing down Holy Week, we each might find something meaningful to
take hold of as each day comes and goes. So, let’s go on the journey together, not looking to speed things up, but
to slow things down, so we might rejoice in the love and fellowship of Maundy Thursday, grieve our losses and
know that Jesus bears them, and await the good news that comes Easter morning.

Make Your Holy Week Meaningful
Join us for Maundy Thursday Worship
(10:00 AM or 6:30 PM).
Then plan to experience Tenebrae Service with us at
Sunset on good Friday ... 7:48 PM.
You’ll experience the death and then, on Easter, the
Resurrection of Jesus, like never before.
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Remember: SCRIP
costs you NOTHING
to use in place of
cash!

NO SCRIP ON EASTER
There will be no Scrip sales on Easter Sunday. However,
MAUNDY THURSDAY MEAL
Scrip will be available for purchase in the office during
Please join us on Thursday, April 18, for our Maundy
the week, except on Monday, April 22, the day after
Thursday Meal beginning at 5:00 PM. Our menu will
Easter, when the office will be closed.
include Chicken Noodle soup and Southwest Pork Chili.
Food will be served up until shortly before our Maundy
EASTER NURSERY
Thursday worship service begins at 6:30 PM.
If you regularly help in the
Like our Wednesday evening soup suppers, you are
invited to come as you are, bring a friend, and/or bring
the family. Just come. A free will offering will be taken.

And, we’d love to have your help serving the meal and
cleaning up afterwards, as well. Come on down and
lend a hand in the spirit of Holy Week.
ADDITION TO BUDGET
On April 8, Church Council approved a motion to add
a $4,000 line item for OCWM to the 2019 Budget that
was passed at the October 2018 Annual Meeting. This
line item was inadvertently missed on the proposed
2019 Budget and was intended to be included in the
Budget for this year. If you have any questions, please
call the office or speak with a member of Council.
This brings our total budget for 2019 to $433,657. The
challenge for all of us now is to fully fund the budget so
that we can function fully and effectively as a church.

nursery, we are in need
of volunteers for 9:00 AM
Easter Sunday. Please call
Sally Woller at 715.536.9870
if you can help.
EASTER SUNDAY HELP NEEDED
We still need a volunteer to light the candles at the 9:00
AM Easter Sunday service. (Please sign up on the sheet
posted at the Ushers’ station in the narthex, but you
don’t need to be an usher to do this.)

HOLY WEEK AT
SAINT STEPHENS

NEW MEMBERS!
Please join us as we extend a warm Saint Stephens
welcome to all our new members who joined the Saint
Stephens community on Sunday, April 7:
Kathy & James Johnson
Michael Knight
Mark & Lisa Gebert
Jacqueline (Jackie) Johnson
Mary Wilson
Ann & Terry Fondow

Maundy Thursday Worship:
			
10:00 AM & 6:30 PM
Good Friday Worship: 7:48 PM
Easter Sunday Worship: 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM &
			
10:30 AM
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BAPTISM TIMES THREE!
Willow Lynn Ferguson, Liberty Jayne Ferguson, and Clint James Ferguson joined the community of Saint Stephens
through the waters of baptism on Sunday, April 14. Willow and Liberty are the twin daughters of Clint and his wife,
Rachel Ferguson. What a wonderful opportunity to welcome a father and his two daughters to Saint Stephens!
USHERS MEETING
The Ushers will meet on Tuesday, April 16, at 6:30 PM.
Please plan to join the meeting.
WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIPPERS
Please note we will NOT have a Wednesday evening
worship service on Wednesday, April 17, due to Holy
Week OR on Wednesday, April 24. Wednesday evening
worship will resume on Wednesday, May 1, at 6:00 PM.

THRIVENT “ACTION TEAMS”
Are you a member of Thrivent Financial? Did you know
you can allocate your Thrivent Choice dollars to Saint
Stephens?
We also recently learned from a Thrivent member that
Thrivent members can create an “Action Team” twice a
year whereby they request Thrivent to share resources
to help us with a specific event. Those “resources”
include a gift card (like a debit card) we can use for a
specific church event, to help defray our expenses in
creating the event, such as our Trivia Night, Vacation
Bible School, Oktoberfest, etc.
Want to help with this? Talk to a pastor or to Tina in the
office to learn what kinds of events we will be holding
to see how you and Thrivent can help!

EASTER FLOWERS
Help adorn our altar for Easter Sunday! Would you like to
bring a pot of spring flowers ... like Easter lilies, daffodils,
mums, hydrangeas, or a bulb garden ... to church during
Holy Week to beautify our worship space? Mark your
calendar to purchase flowers and bring them to church
the week before Easter.
As in years past, we will have a sign-up sheet in the
office for those who wish to make their flowers a
Memorial, and you can list exactly how you would like
your Memorial to read. Flowers may be dropped off in
the First Floor Classroom beginning Monday, April 15.
If you would like your specific flowers back after Easter,
labels will be available in the office to mark your plant.
Flowers may be picked up beginning on April 23 when
the office re-opens following Easter Sunday.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be
July 8-12. Mark your calendars so you
can plan your family vacations around
VBS so the kids can attend!
LOOKING FOR LITURGISTS
(a/k/a READERS)
We would like to have members
of the congregation become
more involved in worship by
participating as liturgists. This
involves reading the Call to
Worship, the Scripture Lesson, and the Prayer of
Dedication.
Everyone is encouraged to participate! If you are
concerned about pronunciations or anything else
having to do with the reading, you may contact either
of the pastors, who would be happy to help. A sign up
sheet is located on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Please
consider signing up!
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The proximity of Psalm 22 and Psalm 23 is also jarring.
Psalm 22 is the raw lament of the wounded. In Psalm
23, everything’s coming up roses. We jump from “Why
have you forsaken me?” to “Surely I will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever” on the very next page.
Yet these unlikely bed-buddies have been spooning in
the sheets of scripture for thousands of years. As for
me, I’d prefer anguish and blessing to dwell in different
universes, not just in different bedrooms.
But life, and scripture, often have a different message: no
pain, no gain. No cross, no crown. As author Glennon
Doyle puts it, “First the pain, then the rising.”

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .

The point is not to glorify suffering or to suggest that
pain is purposeful. The point is to trust that suffering is
partnered with blessing. The coupling of Good Friday
and Easter Sunday is our most powerful example. From
the horror of the cross, Jesus screamed Psalm 22. But
that was not the end of the story. Resurrection, the
Psalm 23 moment, comes on the very next page.

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why
are you so far from my cry and from the words of my
distress? - Psalm 22:1

You know grief and loss. You’ve been hurt a thousand
times. As impossible as it might feel, trust that blessing
is already embracing your anguish and that God will
indeed turn the page.

Unlikely Bed-buddies

Every November, I’m struck by the abrupt transition
from Thanksgiving Thursday to Black Friday. The two
days could not be more dissonant. One celebrates
gratitude, the other glorifies greed. Is it too late to insert
just a little distance between them? After giving thanks
for all we have, must we rise full-bellied from our tables
only to focus on all we don’t have by plunging into the
melee of materialism?

Prayer
God, although I’d like to vote suffering off the island,
you obviously have other, better, ideas. Help me to trust,
especially on my most difficult days. Amen.
by Matthew Laney

2019 LENTEN USHERS SCHEDULE
					10:00AM Ushers
April 18, 2019		
Thursday
Dave S., Jerry O.

6:30PM Ushers Team
Dave Schwartzman

April 19, 2019		

Clint, Randy, Corey, Carl & David

Good Friday

7:48 pm Service

April 21, 2019		
Easter Sunday 6:30 AM Sunrise Service - Randy P., Corey D., Carl D., & Clint G.
					Candle lighter: Corey Dornbrack
					
9:00 AM - Dave Schwartzman Team
					Candle lighter: _____________________*
					
10:30 AM Service - Pam & Jeff Hetfeld, Cliff & Renee Williams
					Candle lighter: Cliff/Renee Williams
*We still need ONE volunteer to light the candles at the 9:00 AM service. This need not be an usher.
(Sign up on Ushers bulletin board.)

SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts will be printed in next week’s Interpreter.
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WANTED

People to attend Easter Breakfast
When: Sunday, April 21, 2019 at 7:30 AM
Where: Fellowship Hall
Menu: Pancakes - Regular, Banana, Chocolate
Chip, & Blueberry - Pure Maple Syrup Scrambled Eggs - Sausage - Bacon - Coffee
Cake - Coffee - Milk - Juice
Cost: Adults $4
Youth 6-12 $2
Age 5 & Under Free!
Tickets will be on sale in the Kuck Lounge
before and after worship service on Sunday,
April 7, and Sunday, April 14. Tickets are also
available during the week in the church office.
Advance ticket sales help with planning.
Questions? Want to help?
Call Buzz Fehrmann:
715-536-2454
Thanks!
The Easter Breakfast Gang

Saint Stephens is having a
Trivia Night!
April 27, 2019
Doors open at 5:00 PM | Trivia
begins at 6:00 PM
Fellowship Hall @ Saint Stephens
Door Prizes & Raffles Throughout the
Evening
Teams of 8 compete to answer trivia
questions in different categories, like
television or music. Our Trivia Night
will consist of 8 rounds/categories with
10 questions in each round. At Trivia
Night, Mulligans will be available
for $1 each up to 8 mulligans; you
may only use 1 mulligan per round/
category. At the end of the night, the
team with the highest score wins!
There will also be raffles and door
prizes throughout the night.
Table snacks, soda, and water
provided. Carry-ins (including food,
snacks, and alcohol) are allowed.
Tickets are $10 per person. Stop in
the office or after worship to sign up
at a table and get your tickets now!
Tickets also available at the door.
OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES
Flowers
Sign up in Office
April 28
May 19
June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Radio Ministry
Call the Office
May 19, 26
June 2, 16, 23, 30
Coffee Hour
May 5, 12, 19, 26
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There will be no Sunday School or Faith Formation
on Easter Sunday, Sunday, April 21. Please join us in
worship as a family! (And don’t forget our fabulous
Easter Sunday breakfast.
Kids’ tickets only $2 and kids under 5 eat FREE!)

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation Class will meet next after worship on
Wednesday, May 8, from 7:00 - 8:00 PM in the Third
Floor Classroom/Youth Room. We will also meet on
June 12 from 7:00 - 8:00 PM, so mark your calendars
and plan to attend.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Last Sunday, April 14, in Sunday School, the kids
learned about the Last Supper and also talked about
what happened on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday, and Easter Sunday.
The littles in some of the grades were given the
opportunity to try foods similar to what was served
at the last supper. Ask your little(s) what they thought
about the different foods Jesus and his friends ate.
Mrs. Melissa made homemade unleavened bread. There
was horseradish sauce (actual horseradish), gyro meat
made from lamb and beef (lamb - shankbone), hard
boiled egg (smoked egg), grape juice (Charoset - wine),
unleavened bread (Matzah), bitterherbs and vegetables
(parsley and lettuce). Some thought the parsley tasted
like grass. Others thought the unleavened bread tasted
like saltine crackers.

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship Have a Blessed Week with Your Families following the
service on Sundays. If you regularly help in the nursery, path that Jesus walked ... and a Happy Easter!
we are in need of volunteers for 9:00 AM Easter Sunday.
Please call Sally Woller at 715.536.9870 if you can help..
Remember ...
Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to the
nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy to
care for them during the service.

SCRIP costs you NOTHING
to use in place of cash!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

THIS SUNDAY, APRIL 21 - EASTER SUNDAY
- with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);
No Sunday School or Faith Formation Classes
MAUNDY THURSDAY SOUP SUPPER: Thursday, April 18, at 5:00 PM
MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP: Thursday, April 18, 10:00 AM and 6:30 PM
GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP - TENEBRAE SERVICE: Friday, April 19, at 7:48 PM (Sunset)
EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP: Sunday, April 21, at 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM, and 10:30 AM
(No Sunday School or Faith Formation Class on Easter)
(Nursery available for 9:00 AM Worship on Easter Sunday)
EASTER SUNDAY BREAKFAST: Sunday, April 21, beginning at 7:30 AM
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall
NO WEDNESDAY WORSHIP ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2019
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS BEGINNING WEDNESDAY, MAY 1: Worship at 6:00 PM with Communion
TRIVIA NIGHT: Saturday, April 27 - Doors open at 5:00 PM; Trivia begins at 6:00 PM
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

YOUTH

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just have
their parents fill out a form. Signed and completed
forms are REQUIRED. (Forms are on our website, too.)
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (Grades 6-8)
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

•

May 12 @ 9:00 AM - Youth Led Worship

•

May 12 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale Fundraiser

•

June 9 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM
Youth Gathering: Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!
(8th Graders ... going into 9th Grade are
welcome to come!)

•

July 8-12 - Help out with Vacation Bible School
If you are able, help out one, two, or all of the
days! It’s FUN!

•

July 16 - Noah’s Ark Trip to the Waterpark!
Grades 6 through graduating Class of 2019
More details to come.

•

August 6 @ 4:00 PM - Trampoline Park &
Dinner (Church pays for the park/Bring money
to pay for your dinner.)

•

May 12 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM
Youth Gathering: Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

•

•

June 9 - 8th Graders ... going into 9th Grade
... See this date in the High School Youth
Upcoming Events below!

September 15 @ 10:00 AM - Bake Sale
Fundraiser

•

•

July 8-12 - Help out with Vacation Bible School
If you are able, help out one, two, or all of the
days! It’s FUN!

September 22 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome
Back Celebration - Kicking off a new year of
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

•

July 16 - Noah’s Ark Trip to the Waterpark!
Grades 6 through graduating Class of 2019
More details to come.

•

September 8 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Welcome
Back Celebration Kicking off a new year of
youth group with pizza, soda, and fun!

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Mark your calendars for the last two Faith Formation
Classes of the 2018-2019 Program Year. Faith Formation
Class will meet again on Sunday, May 5, and Sunday,
May 12. See you then! Have a Happy Easter!
CONFIRMATION MENTORS MEETING
Confirmation Mentors will meet with Rev. Lucas and
Rev. Kyle in the Kuck Lounge on Wednesday, April 17,
from 6:00 - 7:00 PM
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Please Note:
The office will be closed on EASTER MONDAY,
Monday, April 22.

CONTRIBUTIONS AND CATCHING UP
It’s been kind of a rough winter--even to the point of
cancelling worship one weekend--and snow removal
and heating expenses have been higher than expected.
If you can dig deep to ensure our bills continue to be
paid on time and that we are able to fully fund our
budget with your regular contributions, we can keep
doing great things here at Saint Stephens!
Just a reminder that NOW! contributions will be used to
complete large and specific NOW! improvements we
need to make here at Saint Stephens, but your regular
weekly offerings are also important to the continued
operation of our church on a day to day basis.
PRAY-ERS NEEDED
Can you use the telephone? Can
you pray? Then we need YOU! We
want to expand our “Prayer Chain”
... What does that mean? If you are
willing and able to receive a phone
call with a prayer request, write that
down and then call the next person
on the list to pass it along, and then fervently pray for that
prayer request, you can do this! Call Tina in the office
and ask to be added to the prayer chain. (715.536.7322)
Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”
Thursday, April 18: 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill, WI
Menu: Stroganoff, Green Beans, Salad, Dinner Rolls
Desserts, Milk, Coffee & Water
Sponsored by: St. Vincent de Paul and
Merrill Food Pantry

April 16, 2019
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HAVEN Presents “Men In The Kitchen”
Thursday, April 25
Here @ Saint Stephens in the
Fellowship Hall
Doors open at 5:00 PM
Dinner at 6:00 PM
Tickets: $35 each
They will also be selling tickets to win a variety of great
prizes! To buy tickets, call Tammy at 715.536.1300 or
email: volunteercoordinator@haveninc.org
FOOD FOR KIDS
Want to make a donation to support
the Food for Kids program Saint
Stephens adopted? Make your check
payable to: Food for Kids and drop it
into the collection plate or drop it off
or mail it to the church office.

UNDER THE BRIDGE RESUMES
Dave Raddenbach is once again collecting items to help
the homeless living under the bridge in the Wausau
area. His first delivery of clothing, non-perishable
food, and sandwiches was Wednesday, April 3. Every
Wednesday afternoon for the duration of the program
(until fall), he will go. Donations of socks, tshirts, pants,
hats, and jackets (mostly for men) and small cans of pop
top spaghetti, ravioli, fruit, etc., may be dropped off in
the office, or you can give them to Dave on Monday at
Dinner @ Five. Dave would also welcome donations of
bread, cold cuts, and cheese for making sandwiches.
Questions? Call Dave at 715.722.0700

NEWS FROM THE GREEN TEAM ...
Immigration has been in the news a lot lately. Recently our church had a webinar
discussing the impact of climate change on immigration. This article in the NY Times
explains how climate change is impacting the survival of coffee farmers in Central
America:
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/13/world/americas/coffee-climatechange-migration.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
How might people in the wealthiest countries live in order to enhance sustainability of
our poorer brothers and sisters? This is a question that Saint Stephens Green team will
be addressing, and your thoughts are welcome.
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ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!
to the Saint Stephens website:
1 Go
www.ststephensucc.org
the Donate tab on the top righthand side
2 (orClicktheonGive
button near the very bottom)
Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic
3 Giving
button. Follow the prompts.
Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your
church. Simplify your life.

INHALE ... and again
NEED HELP SETTING UP ELECTRONIC GIVING?
Feel free to call Tina in the office or stop in on a
Thursday or Friday (it’s a little less hectic those days)
for help getting it set up. If you have an email, give her
a call to get it rolling. Even if you don’t have an email,
she can help you! Stop by in person with your bank
account information. It’s easy. Set it and forget it.

TEXT TO GIVE! It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s
all you need to do:
SaintStephens (no spaces in between) to
1 Text
73256
will get a reply message with a link. Tap the
2 You
link.

3 Follow the prompts.
COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time,
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and
she can print or email you a copy.

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support,
and care. Or if you know of someone in the hospital.
We want to be there for you.
- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM
at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill
(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.
The menu for Monday, April 22, will be:
Spaghetti with Meatballs, Garlic Bread
Hot Veggie, Salad
Dessert & Beverages
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:
715.575.3191.
Please add this number to the contacts in your
cell phone or keep with your other important or
emergency telephone numbers.

For subscriptions,
removals or changes of
address: 715-536-7322 or
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAY, APRIL 21 - EASTER SUNDAY
- Rev. Kyle Carnes
Worship at 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM, and 10:30 AM
Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available at 9:00 AM Worship.
No Sunday School or Faith Formation
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir.
Flowers on the altar are in loving memory of loved ones from
Gary A. Sholund and Pat Schulz.
Radio Ministry is in memory of Richard Vachavake from
Ronald & Joann Vachavake.
No Coffee Hour Today.
Please join us for Easter Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall. Adult tickets are just
$4.00 each, Kids $2.00 each, and Under Age 5 are Free.
Ushers, Hospitality Corps members, and Candle Lighters for all three services
are too numerous to mention. Thank you to all who helped make our worship
services a joyful celebration on this Easter Sunday.

G

reatest man in history, had no servants, yet
they called him Master. Had no degree, yet
they called him Teacher. Had no medicines,
yet they called him Healer. He had no army, yet
kings feared Him. He won no military battles, yet
He conquered the world. He committed no crime,
yet they crucified Him. He was buried in a tomb, yet
He lives today. His name is Jesus.

MONDAY, APRIL 22
Easter Monday
OFFICE CLOSED
5:00 Dinner @ Five
5:00 Aerobics
7:00 Dartball
TUESDAY, APRIL 23
12:00 Staff Lunch
6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24
9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)
NO WORSHIP TONIGHT
7:00 Choir Practice
THURSDAY, APRIL 25
9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)
2:00 Pine Crest
5:00 Aerobics
6:00 Chimes
FRIDAY, APRIL 26
12:00 Alcholics Anonymous
SATURDAY, APRIL 27
5:00 Doors Open for Trivia Night”
6:00 Trivia Begins

