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LISTENING TO HEAR

When did listening with an ear to hear what someone 
is saying become cliche, uncool, boring, too much 
work, a waste of time, not productive enough, weak, 
too vulnerable, and seemingly not worth it?

Not to overstate my point.

But listening to hear someone rather than listening to 
respond isn’t new, am I right? So then why is it in such 
short supply these days?

It seems to me that our culture is an echo chamber of everyone talking louder just for the 
chance to be heard. But no one is listening and we’re tired of all the shouting, so now, we’re 
really not listening. If you are listening, raise your hand.

Being heard is a basic need for we humans. Admittedly, it can be an annoying need as both 
speaker and hearer, but nevertheless, here we are, and each of us needs at least someone, 
ideally a few people who, when we speak, hear us. 

This is not some kind of weakness, this “listening to hear.”

I have heard from people who identify as conservative or right and people who identify as 
liberal or left, and the comment is the same. No one listens.

So, again at the risk of overstating my point, I’ve come to the realization that one of the 
most radical things I can do is to sit and have a “normal” conversation with someone who 
disagrees with me about some issue that is broken in this country that we seem incapable of 
having an adult conversation around. Pick your poison. It could be anything, and I don’t need 
to take up space here to list the different options. I’m speaking specifically about a topic that 
makes you cringe to hear “the other side” talk about what they believe. (Please email me if 
you need suggestions.)

It’s time that we reclaim the virtue and literal action of “listening to hear” rather than listening 
to respond, to drag it back from the bin of “too cliche to work, I’ve tried it, not worth it.” And 
also from the category of what I like to call the “reverse Golden rule:”  No one else does, so 
why should I? And before anyone tries to pin this language or these sentiments on a particular 
generation or group, I can tell you that pastors have a unique role of interacting with all living 
generations, and these sentiments are not unique to, or held in particular by, any specific 
generation or group. They are equal opportunity. Where they show up the most might surprise 
you, but I’m not telling, because it doesn’t help our cause. And if you find yourself defensive 
about it, or in denial, then unfortunately, this message is probably particularly for you. (Sorry 
to be so direct, but there’s no more time to waste.)

My friends, while we argue, or flair up, or fire off, or refuse, or pout, or get filled with rage, 
about “the other side,” the system that we’re all suffering under stays the same. Full stop.

The more someone rails on and on about “the other side,” the more they are allowing that 
“other side” to define them, dictate their time, and control their emotional energy. If you’re 
mad, then stop resisting and arguing; do the only thing that actually makes a difference:  
(unfortunately to use another cliche quote which needs to be reclaimed because the one who 
actually said it, actually lived it):  “Be the change you want to see in the world.” 

It’s not cliche. It’s literally the only thing that works ... literally. If we want the system to be 
different, we need to be different. But I wonder ... do we like complaining more? Is blame too 
seductive? Are we too entitled to do the work of listening to hear? I sure hope not. 

Lent is the season to do the work. Let’s do it together.

March 12, 2019

Kyle



March 12, 2019
Page 2THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ
903 East 2nd Street | Merrill, Wisconsin | 54452

715.536.7322 | church@ststephensucc.net
903 East 2nd Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452715.536.7322 ststephensucc.net

Rev. Kyle Carnes
Rev. Lucas Williams
Mary Pat Campbell

Tina L. Scott
Kimberly McCaskill

Jason Chandler
Jim Bjorklund

Darlene Johnson

Senior Minister
Associate Minister
Pastoral Associate
Business Manager
Administrative Assistant
Facilities Manager
Music Director
Organist

kyle@ststephensucc.net
lucas@ststephensucc.net
marypat@ststephensucc.net
tina@ststephensucc.net
kimberly@ststephensucc.net
jason@ststephensucc.net
james@ststephensucc.net
Call the church office

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS
Join us Wednesday evenings for a Lenten soup supper 
in the Fellowship Hall followed by worship at 6:30 PM.

Our soup menu for the coming weeks is:

Wednesday, March 13 Taco Soup, Chicken Noodle
Wednesday, March 20 Cheesy Broccoli Loaded
 Potato Soup, 
 Chicken Noodle
Wednesday, March 27 Stuffed Pepper Soup,
 Chicken Noodle
Wednesday, April 3 Mac & Cheese,
 Chicken Noodle
Wednesday, April 10 Beef Vegetable,
 Chicken Noodle
Wednesday, April 18 Southwest Pork Chili,

 Chicken Noodle

We hope you will join us for soup and fellowship, and 
then join us for a meaningful mid-week Lenten worship 
service, as well.

NEW MEMBERS GATHERINGS!
Have you been visiting Saint Stephens? Thinking of 
joining? Just want to learn more and meet more people 
to see what we’re all about? Then these New Member 
Gatherings are for YOU! 

Last week we sent out a mailing to many we thought 
might be interested in attending (this included inviting 
spouses if one spouse was already a member and we 
thought the other spouse might like to join). 

Even if you didn’t get a letter and/or you missed our 
first gathering which was on Monday, March 4, at the 
Parsonage, we’d love to have you attend the other two 
gatherings so we can all get to know each other a little 
better. Consider yourself invited! Just call the office at 
715.212.0767 so we can get your contact information 
and then please come!

Gathering #2 in the Kuck Lounge
Wednesday, March 20, from 7:30 - 9:00 PM
(But come at 5:00 for Lenten Soup Supper in the 
Fellowship Hall, stay for 6:30 worship, and then gather 
with us in the Kuck Lounge)

Gathering #3 at the home of Scott & Kelly Wallace,
W2877 County Rd G (on the corner of G & French 
Ridge Road), Merrill
Tuesday, April 2, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM

New Member Sunday will be Sunday, April 7!

LOOKING FOR LITURGISTS (a/k/a READERS)
We would like to have members of the congregation 
become more involved in worship by participating as 
liturgists. This involves reading the Call to Worship, the 
Scripture Lesson, and the Prayer of Dedication. 

Everyone is encouraged to participate! If you are 
concerned about pronunciations or anything else 
having to do with the reading, you may contact either 
of the pastors, who would be happy to help. The first 
date available is March 17, and we will be looking for 
liturgists to read regularly at other services. A sign up 
sheet is located on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Please 
consider signing up!
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The Reverse Lent

This past Wednesday was Ash Wednesday, and it marked the beginning of Lent. 
Typically when Lent begins, we all choose something to get rid of or to go without 
or to cut back on, and I think most of us are able to make it through Lent. We make 
these personal sacrifices, because Lent is based on sacrifice, mainly on the sacrifices 
Jesus made as he set his face toward Jerusalem.

I’ll be honest - I haven’t “gotten rid” of something from my life during Lent for about 
five or six years now. I haven’t, because I almost always added whatever I cut back 
on or got rid of back into my life once Lent was done. In addition, I never really felt 
a closer connection to God, Jesus, creation, or others by getting rid of something for 
Lent, and I believe that Lent is intended to do that. Now this is not to say that I don’t do anything during Lent; I just 
don’t give something up. Instead, I do the reserve Lent, and I do something or add something to my life instead 
of getting rid of something.

Now don’t get me wrong, it’s great to give up something that you don’t need, that’s not good for you, or is just a 
show of sacrifice to better yourself, but it’s so engrained in us to give something up for Lent that I think sometimes 
it’s become more of doing it because “we’re supposed to” then because of building a better relationship with God 
and Jesus. One of the definitions of sacrifice is an act of giving up something valued for the sake of something 
else regarded as more important or worthy. Even in the definition of sacrifice, we are giving something up for 
something regarded as more important, that being our relationship to and with God, Jesus, creation, and one 
another.

However, sacrifice doesn’t have to be about giving something up; we can also offer ourselves to help a cause or 
to serve others. And that’s where the reverse Lent comes in. By taking something on, in place of giving something 
up, we are still able to deepen our relationship to and with God, Jesus, creation, and one another. But, what does 
taking something on during Lent look like?

It can be something simple or something that challenges you a little bit. In the past, I have decided to read 
scripture daily, and during a different Lent I wrote a daily journal entry of “where I saw God today”. I have heard 
of people who have written a note to different people each day to thank them for what they have done and are 
doing in that person’s life. Others have called someone to tell them how much they mean to them. So, perhaps 
if you decide to take something on, it will look like one of those examples, or perhaps it is something new and 
different. Maybe you’ll add extra prayer into your life during Lent or take home and use the Lenten box. Prayer is 
the theme for Lent this year at Saint Stephens, after all.

In this Lenten season, may you find what speaks to your heart; may it deepen your relationship with God, Jesus, 
creation, and others; may you be invited into times of spiritual wholeness. 

Lenten blessings to you all.

MOON BEACH BOUNDARY WATERS CANOE TRIP
How would you like to take a real break this summer, combining canoeing, faith, and fun? 
You’re invited to join an intergenerational canoeing expedition to the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area based out of our beloved Moon Beach. Enjoy five days of guided group experience 
canoeing, outfitted with premium gear, where we will combine learning back-country skills, 
so you will be more prepared to adventure on your own, with making a deeper spiritual 
connection with God in nature, and growing in fellowship and fun with other group members. 
Adults and youth 12 and over accompanied by an adult are welcome. This trip begins July 13, 
2019, at 12:30 PM and concludes July 19, 2019, at approximately 3:00 PM. Cost is $875 for 
a fully outfitted week. Complete details are available at:  https://www.ultracamp.com/info/
sessionDetail.aspx?idCamp=340&idSession=206971&campCode=ucc
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Bottle

You have kept count of my tossings,
put my tears in your bottle. - Psalm 56:5

Psalm 56 is one of those revenge psalms. You know 
the type: “Oh God, everything is terrible, but I know 
that soon you’re going to crush my enemies and I will 
recline on a throne made of their skulls.”

I’ve had my share of those fantasies (you have too, so 
just wipe that smug look off your face).

Even so, I’d probably dismiss this one as more than a 
little bit puerile if it weren’t for the image in verse 5: 
God there in front of me, close as close can be, catching 
my tears as they fall. Not wiping every tear from my 
eye; not promising that mourning and crying and pain 
will be no more. Bending down from on high, celestial 
bottle in hand, and gathering my tears—my tears!—as 
if they were liquid gold. As if they were precious. As 
if they mattered. As if God knows that behind every 
revenge fantasy and every bit of righteous anger and 
every unholy wish for my enemies’ demise lies some 
ancient hurt or old wrong or fresh wound.

You too, of course. If the psalmist has it right, your tears 
aren’t something to hide, to be embarrassed about. 
They are to be honored. Not that being hurt unto tears 
is a good in and of itself. But in a world where pain 
seems inevitable, God thinks this evidence that you still 
have a human heart, even after all you’ve been through, 
is precious indeed.

Prayer

God, you must have an ocean of tears in those bottles 
of yours by now. I don’t know what you’re going to do 
with them, but there’s no one else I’d trust them with. 
Amen.

by Quinn G. Caldwell

Dinner Show
Authentic Celtic Gospel Music by Paddygrass

(Kickass Celtic Bluegrass & Gospel)
Also featuring a Celtic Dancer &
Catered Meal by Bob’s Catering

Sunday, March 24 - Doors Open @ 11:30 AM
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

W2604 County Rd P, Merrill, WI
$37.50 per person - Limited seating/Only 110 tickets

For Ticket Information, call Lois  
at 715.536.6965 & leave a message

GRIEF SEMINARS
Seminar One:  Shattered Dreams, Resiliency - 
Finding Hope
A community seminar for grief, healing, and hope.
Thursday, April 4 from 7:00-9:00 PM
Free of Charge and Open to the Public

Seminar Two:  Grief and Hope in Life’s Intersections: 
Multiple Responses to Immediate and Chronic 
Sorrow
A seminar that explores grief and compassionate 
bereavement support
Friday, April 5 from 9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon
Fee:  $50

Pre-register at wingsgrief.org (recommended) or 
register and pay at the event (cash or check).

Location:  Holiday Inn & Suites - Cedar Creek
1000 Imperial Avenue, Rothschild, WI
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2018/2019 CHURCH 
DIRECTORY UPDATE
Tina finalized submitting photos 
and documentation to Lifetouch 
last Friday. (There was a bit of a 
delay due to her recent surgery 

and being a little short-staffed since Kelly left.) This year 
we were able to photograph and submit photos of many 
of our members who are in nursing homes or assisted 
living facilities, so that will be a great addition to our 
book.

We are told we should have a proof to approve in about 
three weeks, and once approved, it will go to print! 

With the Lifetouch program we selected this time 
around, we now have the opportunity to schedule 
a photographer to come to the church to take new/
additional/updated portraits whenever we have a list 
of 20 families/individuals who would like photographs. 
This can include new members so we can add them 
to our church directory, families who have experienced 
changes (like a new baby or adopted child, marriage, 
pet you’d like included, etc.), or maybe because you just 
want a new annual family portrait or you’ve lost weight 
and look great and want an updated photo. If you 
would like to be added to our list to be photographed, 
which will happen when we get a total of 20 families/
individuals and get a photographer scheduled, please 
call Tina in the church office at 715.536.7322 and she’ll 
add you to the list!

Mark your calendar for ...
Bow The Knee, an Easter musical

Be uplifted by the music
Be transformed by the message

St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
320 E Washington Ave, Tomahawk, WI

Saturday, April 6 @ 7:00 PM 
Sunday, April 7 @ 2:30 PM

AND

Trinity on Stewart 
501 Stewart Ave, Wausau, WI

Saturday, April 13 @ 7:00 PM 
Sunday, April 14 @ 2:30 PM

FREE ADMISSION

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, March 21:  4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Beef Tips & Mashed Potatoes, Carrots, Dinner Rolls, 
Cupcakes, Milk, Coffee, & Water

Sponsored by Ascension Good Samaritan Hospital
ONE FEST
Are you familiar with OneFest? It’s a non-profit Christian 
Music Event at the Northern Wisconsin Fairgrounds 
in Chippewa Falls July 26-28, 2019, featuring artists 
like Newsboys, Francesa Battistelli, Building 429, and 
more!  Kids 10 and Under are FREE when accompanied 
by an adult. So bring the entire family and have an 
incredible weekend of music, inspiration, and fun 
for everyone! Tickets are available online at www.
one-fest.com and you can print free tickets for the 
kids 10 and under at www.one-fest.com/downloads 
Get more info at:  facebook.com/onefestchippewavalley

STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
The deadline for the Staats Memorial Scholarship 
is April 1, 2019. Copies of the Information and 
Application for the Edward H. Staats and Mary Staats 
Memorial Scholarship are now available in the church 
office. You may also download a copy directly from the 
Saint Stephens website under Resources/Forms. (http://
ststephensucc.net/resources/forms)

ALL SCHOLARSHIP DECISIONS AND AMOUNTS 
ARE MADE ENTIRELY AND SOLELY BY THE STAATS 

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP TRUSTEES.
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CONFIRMATION CLASS
First year confirmands (Class of 2019 Confirmation Class 
2.0) will meet on Wednesday, March 13, after worship 
from 7:00 - 8:00 PM in the Third Floor Classroom/
Youth Room. Mark your calendars for future meeting 
dates, as well:  April 10, May 8, and June 12 from 7:00 

- 8:00 PM each evening.

YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• March 17 @ 6:00 PM - Movie Night with pizza

• April 14 @ 6:00 PM - Youth Gathering

• May 12 @ 9:00 AM - Youth Led Worship

• June 9 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM 
Youth Gathering:  Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

• Summer:  General Synod June 21-25 (Talk to 
Rev. Lucas if you want to go!), Noah’s Ark Trip 
in July, Fundraisers, Fun!!

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (Grades 6-8)
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• March 24 @ 10:30 AM - Youth Gathering

• May 12 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM   
Youth Gathering:  Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Mark your calendars! Faith Formation Class dates for 
April are:  Sunday, April 7, and Sunday, April 14, 2019. 
See you then!

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday 
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 3 
through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class, 
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups 
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith 
Formation class that meets at the same time as the 
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only 
twice per month and in the third floor classroom.

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms 
before worship. Yes! Friends are welcome at Sunday 
School. Just have a parent complete a Registration Form 
and bring it with the child.

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service on Sundays. We will also offer Nursery Care on 
Wednesdays at the 6:30 PM service.

Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to the nursery 
where our adult volunteers will be happy to care for 
them during the service. To volunteer for nursery, call 
Sally Woller at 715.536.9870.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be 
July 8-12. Mark your calendars so 
you can plan your family vacations 
around VBS so the kids can attend!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 17 - Worship at 9:00 AM  
- with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  

9:00 AM Sunday School in Classrooms; Coffee Hour after worship in the Kuck Lounge - Please join us! 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS DURING LENT:  Worship at 10:00 AM and 6:30 PM with Communion 
WEDNESDAYS THROUGHOUT LENT:  Lenten Soup Supper at 5:00 PM 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY BEGINS:  Sunday, March 31, after 9:00 AM Worship 
EASTER SUNDAY BREAKFAST:  Sunday, April 21, beginning at 7:30 AM

TRIVIA NIGHT:  Saturday, April 27 - Trivia begins at 6:00 PM 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 8-12

2019 LENTEN SERVICE USHER SCHEDULE

     10:00AM Ushers 6:30PM Ushers Team 
March 13, 2019 Wednesday  Dave S., Jerry O.  Lloyd Buck Jr. 
March 20, 2019 Wednesday  Dave S., Jerry O.  Dave Schwartzman 
March 27, 2019 Wednesday  Dave S., Jerry O.  George Dintelman  
April 3, 2019  Wednesday  Dave S., Jerry O.  Les Sabatke 
April 10, 2019  Wednesday  Dave S., Jerry O.  Lloyd Buck Jr. 
April 18, 2019  Thursday  Dave S., Jerry O.  Dave Schwartzman 

April 19, 2019  Good Friday 7:48 pm Service  Clint, Randy, Corey, Carl & David

April 21, 2019  Easter Sunday 6:30AM Sunrise Service - Randy P., Corey D. & Carl D.
     9:00AM - Dave Schwartzman Team  
     10:30 AM Service - Ushers Still Needed

*Ushers needed for 10:30 AM Easter Service 
(Sign-up sheet will be posted at the Ushers’ station in the narthex.)

FINANCIAL PEACE
We’ve rescheduled Financial Peace University at Saint 
Stephens to begin Sunday, March 31, after worship and 
then meet each Sunday for nine consecutive weeks. 
Would you like to learn better ways to manage your 
money, budget, and relieve your financial stress? We 
all need a little more financial peace. And it’s coming ... 

Financial Peace University (Dave Ramsey) is a nine-
week course that teaches you how to make a budget, 
pay off debt, give generously, and so much more.

Sign up in the church office! The cost is regularly $129, 
but your cost is just $80, BUT if even that is a concern, 
sign up FAST because the church will pay that fee for 
the first 10 to sign up! That means there is NO COST 
TO THE FIRST 10 PEOPLE TO SIGN UP for this series! 
Child care provided; just let us know at the time of 
sign up. To learn more, please contact Lea Kultgen at 
715.297.1210 or sign up in the church office.

CHOIR REMINDER
Choir rehearsal begins at 7:15 PM during Lent.

NEWS FROM THE GREEN TEAM ...
One of the objectives of the St. Stephens Green Team 
will be to provide information about climate change 
and sustainability to our congregation. The following 
link to climate information is from the most recent 
US government report released November 2018. The 
Green Team will be referring to this information as we 
move forward and the link is provided so that anyone 
who wants to explore the information on their own can 
do so.  https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

March 31 
April 7, 14, 21, 28 

May 19, 26

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

March 31 
April 7, 14, 28 
May 12, 19, 26

Coffee Hour 
April 7, 14, 21, 28

Saint Stephens is having a Trivia Night!
April 27, 2019  

Doors open at 5:00 PM | Trivia begins at 6:00 PM 
Fellowship Hall @ Saint Stephens 

Door Prizes & Raffles Throughout the Evening

Trivia night is a function where groups of people get together for a night of 
fun-raising, interactive, and team based competition. So how does it work? 
Players form teams of 8, by either signing up as a team or joining a team 

that is not full, that compete with one another to answer trivia questions in different categories, like television or 
music. Our Trivia Night will consist of 8 rounds/categories with 10 questions in each round. On the night of Trivia, 
Mulligans will be available for $1 each up to 8 mulligans; you may only use 1 mulligan per round/category. At the 
end of the night, the team with the highest score wins! There will also be raffles and door prizes throughout the 
night. 

Table snacks, soda, and water will e provided free. Carry-ins will be allowed, so you are welcome to bring in your 
own alcohol/beer or, if your table wishes to have more food, you may bring that, as well, at your own cost. 

Table sign up and tickets are now available! Tickets are $10 per person and we will have tables/teams of eight, so 
stop by the office to sign up at a table and get your tickets now! Tickets and sign up will also be available after 
worship on Sundays. Tickets will also be sold the night of Trivia, as well, in case you want to sign yourself and/or 
your team up and then pay at the door the night of Trivia.

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Schmidt Scholarship Fund 
 $100.00 in memory of and thanksgiving for the life of Ruth Schmidt Hose from Mary & Robert Strange

 Organ Fun
 $50.00 in memory of Claray Geiss and Lorraine Kraft for their March birthdays from Jeff & Sue Kraft

Upper Room
 $100.00 in memory of my wife, Helen, from Norm Heckendorf

SPECIAL GIFTS

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP TIME REMINDER:
During lent, Wednesday evening worship begins at 6:30 PM to allow time for a bowl of soup and fellowship at 
our Lenten Soup Suppers beginning at 5:00 PM prior to gathering for worship.
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TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text  SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3
COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care. Or if you know of someone in the hospital. 
We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM

at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill

(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.

The menu for Monday, March 18, will be:

Bean & Ham Soup, Fresh Baked Bread, 
Lettuce Salad 

 Dessert & Beverages

2019 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES
Contribution Envelopes for 2019 have been moved into 
the church office. If you have not yet picked up yours, 
please pick them up at your earliest convenience. If you 
have never had church envelopes at Saint Stephens and 
would like some, call or stop in the church office.

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Kristy Neuman
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

PINE CREST
The March Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, March 28. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Deloris Bauman, 
Judy Alft, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams 
will lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is 
the pianist.



Got Yarn?
The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
accepts donations of yarn 
so they can keep knitting 
and crocheting!  Yarn 
donations may be dropped 
off in the church office.

SUNDAY, MARCH 17 - Second Sunday of Lent
- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 
Sunday School 9:00 AM in Classrooms. 

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir. 
Flowers on the altar are in loving memory of Gloria Lukes from Joan,  

Laurie, and Steven. 
Radio Ministry is sponsored in honor of Ewald & Marilyn Katke’s 60th wedding 

anniversary on March 21st from their printing. 
Coffee Hour is sponsored by Kenyon & Bailee Golisch.

Nursery will be staffed by Lottie Ziemke, Lea Kultgen, and Darcia Hopp.
Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 

Nancy Seidel,  Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Beth Houle, Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly 

Wallace, Chris & Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MARCH 18 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, MARCH 19 
 12:00 Staff Lunch 
 2:00 Worship at Jenny Towers 
 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20
 First Day of Spring
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 10:00 Worship with Communion 
 5:00 Lenten Soup Supper 
 6:30 Worship with Communion 
 7:15 Choir Practice 
 7:30 New Member Gathering #2 in 
          Kuck Lounge

THURSDAY, MARCH 21 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)  
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, MARCH 22 
 12:00 Alcholics Anonymousr

SATURDAY, MARCH 23 
 10:00 Girl Scout Troop 7426
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.


