The Interpreter
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Lucas Williams, Associate Minister

Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ
No matter who you are or where you are
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

WHAT’S THE BIG STORY?
It’s important to know what the big story is that you tell, about life, about yourself, about
others, about God. What’s the big story? You know, that story you tell that you might not very
often use words to tell? The story that’s usually behind all of the other stories we tell, or the
message we believe and try to get across even unconsciously sometimes, the big story each
of us tell about this existence we have and share.
One of the reasons that I make such a big deal out of Paul’s words to the Romans during
communion “For I am convinced that nothing ... will be able to separate us from the love of
God,” and talk about love so often, and how radical God’s grace actually is, and open each
time we gather with “No matter who you are ...” is because I believe that’s the big story we’re
supposed to be telling as Christians.
It’s the story behind all other stories. It’s the story that we start with and the story we end with,
no matter what other stories we happen to tell. And sometimes, when we forget that big story,
the smaller stories we tell can go astray and can sound like we’re telling a different big story
about this life. And sometimes we do.
In a recent meditation, Fr. Richard Rohr had this little line that has been picking at me for a
few days now: “Without a Shared and Big Story, all humans retreat into private individualism
for a bit of sanity and safety.”
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I think the beauty of this sentence is that it’s not nearly as simple as it initially sounds. But
what I love is that it acknowledges that even though we need a Big Story to share, it still
Staats Scholarship
involves risk, and may even seem a little bit insane. But that’s also why it’s best to share a
Liturgists Needed
Big Story, because then we aren’t also alone while we’re crazy. “Private individualism” might
provide moments of “sanity and safety,” but nowhere do we hear Paul, let alone Jesus, ever Blizzards & Cash Flow
include “private,” “sane,” or “safe” as descriptors of what this Christian experiment is all about.
Feed Your Spirit
Last Sunday, we had a beautiful celebration of six youth. As a part of Confirmation, we
Palm Burning
followed the Liturgy for New Members. Here’s a snippet:
Condolences
Each week we proclaim “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are
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welcome here.” And we mean it. Insofar as we already live into this extravagant welcome,
we imitate Christ’s boundless love and compassion. And insofar as we fall far short of this
extravagant welcome, we ask God’s forgiveness, mercy, and courage. We are not the perfect
community. We will still argue, disagree, and disappoint one another. Because we are not
perfect, we therefore do not expect you to be perfect either. We are still seeking to be more
faithful to God and to God’s love.
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In a culture that seems determined to become ever more reactionary to differing ideas, living
up to the words of this liturgy is not just an ideal, but in my own thinking, has become
essential for survival, even if it is counter-intuitive, and counters our psychological defenses
that each of us have in place.
The beauty of “God is love” as a Big Story is that no matter what other story we tell, that
Big Story is always true. No matter how many times we forget it or find ourselves saying
something different, it’s always true. That’s what makes it such a great Big Story. Even though
it’s so easy to tell other big stories, because “God is love” is not the most common or most
intuitive.
Here’s the Prayer for Community spoken as a newly expanded congregation right after new
members are received: Loving and Gracious God, in your image each of us has been made.
May what we share, draw us closer, and may our differences give us cause to grow. It is your
Holy Spirit that ignites and unites the church. Unite us this day as one body, and ignite a
common passion to do Your work in the world. In the name of Your love and grace, we pray.
Let us keep on, as one community and through personal reflection, as we enter Lent together.

Kyle
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for everyone you
meet is going through
something you know
nothing about.
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Congratulations to our Confirmands! This past Sunday, March 3, six young
adults officially became full members of Saint Stephens United Church
of Christ. Please join us in congratulating and welcoming them! From left
to right: Rev. Lucas Williams, Zoey Beth Dreikosen, Sara Elizabeth Rajek,
Piper Mae Plautz, Alexis Marie Slagoski, Connor Dennis Stender, Tanner
Lee Depies, and Rev. Kyle Carnes.
WELCOME LITTLE ONE!
Emmet Alan Olson joined the community
of Saint Stephens through the waters of
baptism on Sunday, March 3. Emmet is the
son of Dave & Brittani Olson. Godparents
are Matt Smith and Stephanie Olmsted.
Emmett’s baptismal clothes were made
from his maternal great-grandmother’s
wedding dress! Welcome, Emmet!

Saint Stephens

715.536.7322

United Church of Christ
903
East2nd
2ndStreet,
Street |Merrill,
Merrill,Wisconsin
Wisconsin |54452
54452
903
East
715.536.7322 | church@ststephensucc.net

Rev. Kyle Carnes
Rev. Lucas Williams
Mary Pat Campbell
Tina L. Scott
Kimberly McCaskill
Jason Chandler
Jim Bjorklund
Darlene Johnson

Senior Minister
Associate Minister
Pastoral Associate
Business Manager
Administrative Assistant
Facilities Manager
Music Director
Organist

ststephensucc.net

kyle@ststephensucc.net
lucas@ststephensucc.net
marypat@ststephensucc.net
tina@ststephensucc.net
kimberly@ststephensucc.net
jason@ststephensucc.net
james@ststephensucc.net
Call the church office
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ONE FEST
Are you familiar with OneFest? It’s a non-profit Christian
Music Event at the Northern Wisconsin Fairgrounds
in Chippewa Falls July 26-28, 2019, featuring artists
like Newsboys, Francesa Battistelli, Building 429, and
more! Kids 10 and Under are FREE when accompanied
by an adult. So bring the entire family and have an
incredible weekend of music, inspiration, and fun
for everyone! Tickets are available online at www.
one-fest.com and you can print free tickets for the
kids 10 and under at www.one-fest.com/downloads
Get more info at: facebook.com/onefestchippewavalley

Daylight Savings Time Begins on
Sunday, March 10: Move your clocks one
hour ahead (Spring Forward)
NEW MEMBERS GATHERINGS!
Have you been visiting Saint Stephens? Thinking of
joining? Just want to learn more and meet more people
to see what we’re all about? Then these New Member
Gatherings are for YOU!
LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS
Join us Wednesday evenings for a Lenten soup supper
in the Fellowship Hall followed by worship at 6:30 PM.

Last week we sent out a mailing to many we thought
might be interested in attending (this included inviting
spouses if one spouse was already a member and we
thought the other spouse might like to join).

Even if you didn’t get a letter and/or you missed our
first gathering which was on Monday, March 4, at the
Wednesday, March 6
Wild Rice, Chicken Noodle. Parsonage, we’d love to have you attend the other two
Wednesday, March 13
Taco Soup, Chicken Noodle gatherings so we can all get to know each other a little
Wednesday, March 20
Cheesy Broccoli Loaded
better. Consider yourself invited! Just call the office at
Potato Soup,
715.212.0767 so we can get your contact information
Chicken Noodle
and then please come!
Wednesday, March 27
Stuffed Pepper Soup,
Gathering #2 in the Kuck Lounge
Chicken Noodle
Wednesday, March 20, from 7:30 - 9:00 PM
Wednesday, April 3
Mac & Cheese,
(But
come at 5:00 for Lenten Soup Supper in the
Chicken Noodle
Fellowship Hall, stay for 6:30 worship, and then gather
Wednesday, April 10
Beef Vegetable,
with
us in the Kuck Lounge)
Chicken Noodle
Gathering #3 at the home of Scott & Kelly Wallace,
Wednesday, April 18
Southwest Pork Chili,
W2877 County Rd G (on the corner of G & French
Chicken Noodle
Ridge Road), Merrill
We hope you will join us for soup and fellowship, and Tuesday, April 2, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM
then join us for a meaningful mid-week Lenten worship
New Member Sunday will be Sunday, April 7!
service, as well.
Our soup menu for the coming weeks is:
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RE-MEMBER 2019
Scarcity. Poverty. Depression. Hopelessness.
Outhouses. Sets of bunk beds in the living room to accommodate all the
people living together in one house. Cracks in walls and floors so wide you can
see through them. So cold air, and snow, and mosquitos can definitely come
through them.
Life in one of the poorest counties in America. Not in some inner city housing
project. This is life on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.
Where making a small difference can make such a huge difference in lives. There are no
“easy fixes,” but you can help in a small way ... and you can come to learn about how
this came to be and why it is so difficult for the people living on the reservation. Come
to walk alongside them and seek to understand.
If you can listen with an open heart, paint an outhouse, read to children, measure 2x4
wood, put sheets on a bed, dig, and/or use basic power tools, you will fit right in! Talk to
Rev. Carnes or Scott or Kelly Wallace or anyone who has been to Re-Member for more
information, and truly consider coming along.
We are hoping to get a good-sized group together this year, and you can make payments
between now and then if you wish. The cost is $575 per person, but if you want to go
and finances are the only issue, please talk to Rev. Carnes. Who’s with us?
STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
NOW AVAILABLE
The deadline for the Staats Memorial Scholarship
is April 1, 2019. Copies of the Information and
Application for the Edward H. Staats and Mary Staats
Memorial Scholarship are now available in the church
office. You may also download a copy directly from the
Saint Stephens website under Resources/Forms. (http://
ststephensucc.net/resources/forms)
ALL SCHOLARSHIP DECISIONS AND AMOUNTS
ARE MADE ENTIRELY AND SOLELY BY THE STAATS
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP TRUSTEES.

LOOKING FOR LITURGISTS (a/k/a READERS)
We would like to have members of the congregation
become more involved in worship by participating as
liturgists. This involves reading the Call to Worship, the
Scripture Lesson, and the Prayer of Dedication.
Everyone is encouraged to participate! If you are
concerned about pronunciations or anything else
having to do with the reading, you may contact either
of the pastors, who would be happy to help. The first
date available is March 17, and we will be looking for
liturgists to read regularly at other services. A sign up
sheet is located on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Please
consider signing up!
BLIZZARDS ... AND CASH FLOW ... AND BILLS,
OH MY!
All of this weather is indeed crazy! And sometimes, it
requires that things just “shut down” ... even church
in blizzard conditions, for the safety of all of you!
But unfortunately, the bills don’t shut down. That’s
why it’s more important than ever, even if worship
occasionally has to shut down, that our offerings and
our commitment to supporting the church and keeping
that cash flow moving doesn’t shut down. So ... if you
can please drop your envelopes from February 24 into
this coming Sunday’s plate along with this Sunday’s
offering, it will be appreciated.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
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made the conscious decision to work things out with
our neighbors and to never let calling the police be our
first response.
The work of restorative justice teaches us that we
can and should take the time to hear one another, to
acknowledge any harm done and all hurt experienced,
to create space to be held accountable, and to do the
work necessary to restore the relationship.
This is not easy. No one likes to feel “bad” or risk being
seen as “wrong.”

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .

Handle Your Business

“You don’t have to be a genius to understand these
things. Just use your common sense, the kind you’d use
if, while being taken to court, you decided to settle up
with your accuser on the way, knowing that if the case
went to the judge you’d probably go to jail and pay
every last penny of the fine. That’s the kind of decision
I’m asking you to make.” - Luke 12:57-59

But when the option is facing a system designed to
criminalize, terrorize, and lock up Black, Brown and
poor people—as Jesus says, “You don’t have to be a
genius to understand these things.”
This is Jesus doing what he does best—turning things
upside down, inviting those who follow him to be in
right relationship with one another and with God (ego,
fear, and shame be damned!) instead of worrying about
their systems, traditions, and institutions.
Prayer

God of justice and mercy, help us to make the decisions
that lead us back to You, that lead us back to love,
Given the police misconduct and violence experienced that lead us to restoration and joy. Forgive us as we
by many in my community and the need to eliminate forgive one another, and may Your will be done in our
money bail being used to lock up poor people pre- communities as it is in heaven. Amen and ashé.
trial, several of us who live and work in Chicago have by Marilyn Pagán-Banks

A dozen of us gathered together at the McIntyre
residence for our annual ritual ... the burning of the
leftover palms from last year’s Palm Sunday ... to create
the ashes we will use this coming Ash Wednesday.

CONDOLENCES
We extend the condolences of the Christian faith to
those who passed away during the month of February
2019:
Ronald Wayne Krueger - February 22, 2019
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HUGE ICICLES
Along with all of our snowfall and freezing
temps, it’s all about icicles. Huge icicles!
Like the ones we found here at church,
especially on the backside of the building.
Icicles became so huge, and so heavy, and
grew on such an angle that they pressed
in on the glass of the window in the small
bathroom near the radio room and broke
the outer layer of glass. The icicle had
also formed around a wire, so that was an
issue. After much debate about how to get
that huge, heavy icicle down, our “Three
Stooges” crew, as we affectionately call
them (they came up with that name, so it’s
all good) tackled the project with shovels
and climbed up on the roof where they
successfully chipped away and brought it
crashing down without mishap. We have a
team now watching it and knocking it down
regularly so it can’t get that huge again.
2018/2019 CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE
Tina finalized submitting photos and documentation to Lifetouch last Friday. (There was a
bit of a delay due to her recent surgery and being a little short-staffed since Kelly left.) This
year we were able to photograph and submit photos of many of our members who are in
nursing homes or assisted living facilities, so that will be a great addition to our book.
We are told we should have a proof to approve in about three weeks, and once approved, it will go to print!
With the Lifetouch program we selected this time around, we now have the opportunity to schedule a photographer
to come to the church to take new/additional/updated portraits whenever we have a list of 20 families/individuals
who would like photographs. This can include new members so we can add them to our church directory, families
who have experienced changes (like a new baby or adopted child, marriage, pet you’d like included, etc.), or maybe
because you just want a new annual family portrait or you’ve lost weight and look great and want an updated
photo. If you would like to be added to our list to be photographed, which will happen when we get a total of 20
families/individuals and get a photographer scheduled, please call Tina in the church office at 715.536.7322 and
she’ll add you to the list!
And the great news? With this new program, every time we have a new batch of photos taken, Lifetouch will print
a new Church Directory and everyone photographed will get a copy!
MOON BEACH BOUNDARY WATERS CANOE TRIP
How would you like to take a real break this summer, combining canoeing, faith, and fun?
You’re invited to join an intergenerational canoeing expedition to the Boundary Waters Canoe
Area based out of our beloved Moon Beach. Enjoy five days of guided group experience
canoeing, outfitted with premium gear, where we will combine learning back-country skills,
so you will be more prepared to adventure on your own, with making a deeper spiritual
connection with God in nature, and growing in fellowship and fun with other group members.
Adults and youth 12 and over accompanied by an adult are welcome. This trip begins July 13,
2019, at 12:30 PM and concludes July 19, 2019, at approximately 3:00 PM. Cost is $875 for
a fully outfitted week. Complete details are available at: https://www.ultracamp.com/info/
sessionDetail.aspx?idCamp=340&idSession=206971&campCode=ucc
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YOUTH
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (Grades 6-8)
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events
•

March 24 @ 10:30 AM - Youth Gathering

•

May 12 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM
Youth Gathering: Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

•

March 17 @ 5:45 PM - Movie Night with pizza

•

April 14 @ 6:00 PM - Youth Gathering

•

May 12 @ 9:00 AM - Youth Led Worship

•

June 9 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM
Youth Gathering: Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

•

Summer: Noah’s Ark, Fundraisers, Fun!!

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 3
through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class,
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith
Formation class that meets at the same time as the
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only
twice per month and in the third floor classroom.
Parents should take students directly to their classrooms
before worship. Yes! Friends are welcome at Sunday
School. Just have a parent complete a Registration Form
and bring it with the child.

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just
have their parents fill out a form!
FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Faith Formation Class dates for March are: Sunday,
March 10, 2019. See you then!
CONFIRMATION CLASS
First year confirmands (Class of 2019 Confirmation Class
2.0) will meet on Wednesday, March 13, after worship
from 7:00 - 8:00 PM in the Third Floor Classroom/
Youth Room. Mark your calendars for future meeting
NURSERY NEWS
dates, as well: April 10, May 8, and June 12 from 7:00
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship - 8:00 PM each evening.
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be July 8-12. Mark
to care for them during the service. To volunteer for your calendars so you can plan your family vacations
around VBS so the kids can attend!
nursery, call Sally Woller at 715.536.9870.

You are never too old or too young to do touch someone’s life in a positive way.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 10 -- Worship at 9:00 AM with Communion
- with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);
9:00 AM Sunday School in Classrooms; 9:00 Faith Formation in Third Floor Classroom
Coffee Hour after worship in the Kuck Lounge- Please join us!
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall
EVERY WEDNESDAY: 6:30 PM during Lent
ASH WEDNESDAY: March 6 ~ LENT BEGINS: Worship at 10:00 AM and 6:30 PM with Communion
ASH WEDNESDAY and THROUGHOUT LENT: Lenten Soup Supper at 5:00 PM
TRIVIA NIGHT: Saturday, April 27 - Trivia begins at 6:00 PM
2019 LENTEN SERVICE USHER SCHEDULE
					10:00AM Ushers
March 6, 2019		
Wednesday
Dave S., Jerry O.
March 13, 2019
Wednesday
Dave S., Jerry O.
March 20, 2019
Wednesday
Dave S., Jerry O.
March 27, 2019
Wednesday
Dave S., Jerry O.
April 3, 2019		
Wednesday
Dave S., Jerry O.
April 10, 2019		
Wednesday
Dave S., Jerry O.
April 18, 2019		
Thursday
Dave S., Jerry O.

6:30PM Ushers Team
Les Sabatke
Lloyd Buck Jr.
Dave Schwartzman
George Dintelman
Les Sabatke
Lloyd Buck Jr.
Dave Schwartzman

April 19, 2019		

Clint, Randy, Corey, Carl & David

Good Friday

7:48 pm Service

April 21, 2019		
Easter Sunday 6:30AM Sunrise Service - Randy P., Corey D. & Carl D.
					9:00AM - Dave Schwartzman Team		
					
10:30 AM Service - Ushers Still Needed
*Ushers needed for 10:30 AM Easter Service
(Sign-up sheet will be posted at the Ushers’ station in the narthex.)
USHERS MEETING
The Ushers will meet on Tuesday, April 9, at 6:30 PM
in the First Floor Classroom.
FINANCIAL PEACE
We’ve rescheduled Financial Peace University at Saint
Stephens to begin Sunday, March 31, after worship and
then meet each Sunday for nine consecutive weeks.
Would you like to learn better ways to manage your
money, budget, and relieve your financial stress? We
all need a little more financial peace. And it’s coming ...

You’re Invited to the ...
Merrill High School Choir Concert
hosted by Saint Stephens
March 12, 2019
6:15 PM in the Sanctuary

Financial Peace University (Dave Ramsey) is a nineweek course that teaches you how to make a budget,
pay off debt, give generously, and so much more.
Sign up in the church office! The cost is regularly $129,
but your cost is just $80, BUT if even that is a concern,
sign up FAST because the church will pay that fee for
the first 10 to sign up! That means there is NO COST
TO THE FIRST 10 PEOPLE TO SIGN UP for this series!
Child care provided; just let us know at the time of
sign up. To learn more, please contact Lea Kultgen at
715.297.1210 or sign up in the church office.

Need a New Snow Shovel,
Ice Melt, Snow Blower, Etc.?
Use Scrip!
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Saint Stephens is having a Trivia Night!
April 27, 2019
Doors open at 5:00 PM | Trivia begins at 6:00 PM
Fellowship Hall @ Saint Stephens
Door Prizes & Raffles Throughout the Evening
Trivia night is a function where groups of people get together for a night of
fun-raising, interactive, and team based competition. So how does it work?
Players form teams of 8, by either signing up as a team or joining a team
that is not full, that compete with one another to answer trivia questions in different categories, like television or
music. Our Trivia Night will consist of 8 rounds/categories with 10 questions in each round. On the night of Trivia,
Mulligans will be available for $1 each up to 8 mulligans; you may only use 1 mulligan per round/category. At the
end of the night, the team with the highest score wins! There will also be raffles and door prizes throughout the
night.
Table snacks, soda, and water will e provided free. Carry-ins will be allowed, so you are welcome to bring in your
own alcohol/beer or, if your table wishes to have more food, you may bring that, as well, at your own cost.
Table sign up and tickets are now available! Tickets are $10 per person and we will have tables/teams of eight, so
stop by the office to sign up at a table and get your tickets now! Tickets and sign up will also be available after
worship on Sundays. Tickets will also be sold the night of Trivia, as well, in case you want to sign yourself and/or
your team up and then pay at the door the night of Trivia.
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP TIME ADJUSTMENT:
Beginning on Ash Wednesday (March 6), Wednesday
evening worship will begin at 6:30 PM (instead of 6:00)
for the duration of Lent so we can all enjoy a bowl of
soup and fellowship beginning at 5:00 PM during our
Lenten Soup Suppers before worship.
CHOIR CHANGES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Choir rehearsal will begin at 7:15 PM beginning on
Ash Wednesday, March 6, and continue
throughout Lent.
We also have a new policy: If Merrill Area
Public Schools cancel school (or let out early)
due to inclement weather, then choir practice
will also be canceled.

SOFTBALL SIGN-UP
Softball season may be months away, but sign up time
is now. Will you play on our Saints Stephens team? If
you want to “Play Ball!” this summer, please call Jerry
Burnett at 715.722.0115 to get added to the roster or
call Rev. Lucas. We need players, and the deadline for
submitting our roster is right around the corner.
OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES
Flowers
Sign up in Office
March 10, 31
April 7, 14, 21, 28
May 5, 19, 26
Radio Ministry
Call the Office
March 10, 17, 31
April 7, 14, 28
May 5, 12, 19, 26
Coffee Hour
March 10, 17
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SPECIAL GIFTS

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.
NOW!
$20.00
$280.00
*
$25.00

in memory of Ron Krueger from Jerry & Elmira Krause
in memory of my brother, Dale Zimmerman, from Judy & Greg Heath and Family & Friends
in memory of Joan Latzig Muschinske from Martin & Jill Schmunk
in memory of Ron Krueger from Mike & Debbie Moellendorf

Organ Fund
$50.00 in memory of Ron Krueger from Dan & Patsy Pick
Radio
$190.00 in memory of Carl Frick for what would have been his 81st birthday, from his wife, Lissette Frick
Memorials
$50.00 in memory of Ron Krueger from Dennis & Missy Ruge and Family
$20.00 in memory of Scott Berndt on his birthday, March 8, from Arlo & Eunice Berndt
$15.00 in memory of Dad, Albert Ziemke, Sr., for his March 13 birthday from Norm & Alice Ziemke
New Roof
$20.00 in memory of Ron Krueger from Jeff & Sue Kraft
$107.00 in memory of Marvin Koehler on his February birthday from Kathy & Dick Vandre
Electrical Wiring
$10.00 in memory of Darlene Bettin from Ruth Buck
$25.00 in memory of Lloyd Buck, Sr., for his birthday, February 20, from wife, Ruth
$10.00 in memory of Ron Krueger from Shirley Ziemke
$25.00 in memory of good friend, Ronald Krueger, from Gerald & Carol Duwe
$20.00 in memory of Ron Krueger from Gay & Sally Oberg
Flowers
$100.00
		
		
		

in memory of our mother, Lorraine Virginia Kraft, on what would have been her 94th birthday,
March 4, 2019. We continue to miss her and love her. And she heard the voice of the Lord saying,
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then she said, “Here I am Lord, send me Lord!” From
The Kraft Family

*Amount withheld by request.

NEWS FROM THE GREEN TEAM ...
Saint Stephens Green Team is currently in the process of formation. At present, we
have 12 people who are interested in participating, and we are currently involved in
working out the process of how we will function. Our primary objectives will be to
focus on conversations about climate change and sustainability. We hope members of
our church community will get involved by considering what you hear from the team,
discussing these issues within your own homes, and giving the team feedback either
directly or by posting on the Saint Stephens Facebook page: https://www.facebook.
com/ststephensunitedchurchofchrist/
All feedback is welcome. The team meets on the last Tuesday of each month.
One thing we are doing now involves team development. A portion of our next meeting will be discussing aspects
of an earth day message from Jane Goodall. If you want to see this YouTube video, you can go this internet link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48mxaQtbUdU&t=12s
To learn more about how the UCC is supporting the Team’s efforts you can also explore the UCC Environmental
Ministries Website at this link: http://www.ucc.org/environmental-ministries
Please continue to read The Interpreter for Team updates and thanks for your support and involvement in these
efforts.
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Merrill Eagles Pancake Breakfast
Regular & Potato Pancakes
Sunday, March 10: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
at The Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill
Adults: $8 Children 6-10: $4
Ages 5 & Under: Free

TEXT TO GIVE! It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s
all you need to do:

1 Text SaintStephens (no spaces in between) to
73256
2 You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the
link.

3 Follow the prompts.
COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time,
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and
she can print or email you a copy.
2019 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES
Contribution Envelopes for 2019 have been moved into
the church office. If you have not yet picked up yours,
please pick them up at your earliest convenience. If you
have never had church envelopes at Saint Stephens and
would like some, call or stop in the church office.
2019 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS
President
Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer
Marge Johnson
Secretary
Beth Houle
		Kristine Bowe
		Kevin Golisch
		Kristy Neuman
		Kristine Smith
		Judy Heath
		Janet Schaefer
		Christopher Stamm
		Corey Dornbrack
Clergy:		
Rev. Kyle Carnes
		
Rev. Lucas Williams

Dinner @ Five is a community meal open to all.
Every Monday evening at 5:00 PM
at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
903 E. 2nd Street, Merrill
(Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall)
Free will donations are accepted.
The menu for Monday, March 11, will be:
Tator Tot Casserole with Chicken, Cheese & Broccoli
Green Beans, Coleslaw
Dessert & Beverages

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!
to the Saint Stephens website:
1 Go
www.ststephensucc.org
the Donate tab on the top righthand side
2 (orClicktheonGive
button near the very bottom)
Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic
3 Giving
button. Follow the prompts.
Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your
church. Simplify your life.
PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support,
and care. Or if you know of someone in the hospital.
We want to be there for you.
- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:
715.575.3191.
Please add this number to the contacts in your
cell phone or keep with your other important or
emergency telephone numbers.

For subscriptions,
removals or changes of
address: 715-536-7322 or
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAY, MARCH 10 - First Sunday of Lent
- Rev. Kyle Carnes
Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available.
Sunday School 9:00 AM in Classrooms.
Faith Formation Class 9:00 AM in Third Floor Classroom.
Sunday Teacher School at 10:20 AM following worship
Musicians are Ann Applegate and Terry Krueger
Flowers on the altar are in memory of our mother, Lorraine Virginia Kraft, on what
would have been her 94th birthday on March 4, from the Kraft Family.
Radio Ministry is unsponsored at the time of printing.
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of printing.
Nursery will be staffed this Sunday.
Ushers scheduled will be Lloyd Buck, David Buck, Matt Buck, Kelly & Phil
Natzke, Pam & Jeff Hetfeld, Kristine Smith, and Tim Seidler.
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Randy Perry, Mary Maluegge, Marge Johnson,
Bonnie Koelsch, Lottie Ziemke, Jerry & Shelly Burnett, Corey Dornbrack, Carl
Dornbrack, and George Dintelman.

Daylight Savings Time Begins on
Sunday, March 10: Move your clocks one
hour ahead (Spring Forward)
You’re Invited to the ...
Merrill High School Choir Concert
hosted by Saint Stephens
March 12, 2019
6:15 PM in the Sanctuary

MONDAY, MARCH 11
9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)
5:00 Dinner @ Five
5:00 Aerobics
5:15 Executive Committee
6:00 Church Council
7:00 Dartball
TUESDAY, MARCH 5
12:00 Staff Lunch
6:15 High School Choir Concert
6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6
Ash Wednesday
9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)
10:00 Worship with Communion
5:00 Lenten Soup Supper
6:30 Worship with Communion
7:00 Confirmation Class
7:15 Choir Practice
THURSDAY, MARCH 7
9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)
5:00 Aerobics
6:00 Chime Choir
FRIDAY, MARCH 8
12:00 Alcholics Anonymousr

