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FOR MEDITATION

“Let there be spaces in your togetherness, and let the winds of the heavens 
dance between you. Love one another but make not a bond of love: Let it 
rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls. Fill each other’s 
cup but drink not from one cup. Give one another of your bread but eat 

not from the same loaf. Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each 
one of you be alone, even as the strings of a lute are alone though they 
quiver with the same music. Give your hearts, but not into each other’s 
keeping. For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts. And stand 

together, yet not too near together: For the pillars of the temple stand apart, 
And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other’s shadow.”

- Kahlil Gibran, The Prophet

+ invites you to rise in body or in spirit 
BOLD invites the congregation to speak or sing in unison 

PRELUDE

RINGING OF THE BELLS

+WORDS OF WELCOME

ANNOUNCEMENTS

+PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
My brothers and sisters,
the peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

+HYMN “I Need Thee Every Hour” #578

+RESPONSIVE PRAYER
For every breath we take, for every beat of our hearts,
For every sensation of our bodies: 
We give you thanks, O God.
For the ear that listens, for the hand that caresses, for the arms that reach 
out in love:
We give you thanks, O God.
For relief from pain, for the tears of shared sorrow, for the laughter of 
shared joy:
For the freedom to choose, for the ability to love, for the power of hope:
For the presence you reveal to us, for the courage you offer us, for the 
rest you assure us will be ours:
We lift our voices to thank you and to bless you, O God; we bow down 
before you in humble adoration.
You are honored among the hosts of heaven; your word spreads 
throughout the earth. 

We proclaim you God of all creation who sent Christ to redeem the 
nations.
Filled with your Spirit, we sing in jubilation; we are your people and your 
love endures. Amen

+HYMN         “Nearer, My God, to Thee” #577

+PRAYER 
Let us pray...Holy One who sees all life, we pray on behalf of those who 
have gone before us. We trust that you have received them into your arms 
of grace. Where they fell short in this life, your mercy has made them 
whole. Where they did well, and loved with their whole hearts, we trust 
you rejoice now as we did then. Keep those of us still in this life, in your 
sight. May we love more clearly because of love we have known. We pray 
still for your grace and mercy to wash over us, as our labors continue. 
Receive us just as we are, wonderfully made, fully in need of your 
presence. In the name of the One, who lived our life, died our death, and 
was raised so we might not be afraid, we pray. Amen.

SONG OF RESPONSE “You Are Mine” Page 7

READING FROM THE PSALTER  Psalm 139:1-18
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
   you discern my thoughts from far away. 
You search out my path and my lying down,
   and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Even before a word is on my tongue,
   O Lord, you know it completely. 
You hem me in, behind and before,
   and lay your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
   it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
Where can I go from your spirit?
   Or where can I flee from your presence? 
If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
   if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
If I take the wings of the morning
   and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
even there your hand shall lead me,
   and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me,
   and the light around me become night’, 
even the darkness is not dark to you;
   the night is as bright as the day,
   for darkness is as light to you. 
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For it was you who formed my inward parts;
   you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
   Wonderful are your works;
that I know very well. 
   My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
   intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written
   all the days that were formed for me,
   when none of them as yet existed. 
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
   How vast is the sum of them! 
I try to count them—they are more than the sand;
   I come to the end—I am still with you.

RESPONSE   The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

SOLO “Deep River” Jim Bjorklund

TOTENFEST
On the last Sunday before Advent, we remember those who have died during this 
last year, by speaking their names and lighting a candle in their memory. As each 

name is read, you are invited to come forward to light a candle in memory of your 
family member. 

HYMN                   “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” #628

During this hymn, you are invited to speak other names of family and friends aloud 
and come forward to light a candle in their memory.

PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray...Eternal God, we thank you for those we loved and that love 
even in the grave. As these candles flicker, we give back to your care our 
loved ones and we praise you for these your children whom you have 
received into your presence. Grant them rest eternal and light perpetual. 
We remember and give you thanks, O God. We, through the gift of your 
Spirit, ask you to continue to strengthen us now to face what the future 
holds, to comfort us in our loneliness, and to convince us again that 
neither life nor death can separate us from your love. Bring your people 
ever closer together in the name of your love. We pray these things in 
your name and in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray......

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen.

MISSION MOMENT  St. Stephen’s Reverse Advent Calendar 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                  “Abide With Me” Choir

+DOXOLOGY Tune: Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Christ, all creatures here below.

Praise God above, ye heav’nly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

+PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us pray...Loving God, we give thanks for the visions and dreams that 
you share with your people. We offer these gifts in response to your 
abundant blessings and ask that you use them and the commitment 
they represent to share your good news with all the world. Amen.

+BENEDICTION  

+HYMN “For All The Saints” #637

POSTLUDE    

THANK YOU!

Musicians are Darlene Johnson, Jim Bjorklund, and Saint Stephen’s Choir.

Flowers on the Altar are in celebration of Gary A. Sholund’s birthday on 
November 26, from Pat Schulz.

Radio Ministry is sponsored by Art & Phil Schaefer from the Prairie River 
Gang.

Liturgist today is Jennifer Porath.

Nursery is staffed.

Ushers are George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 
Dornbrack, Randy Perry, Beth Houle, and Virgil Baumgart.

Hospitality Corps Greeters are Carl & Kathy Hass, Cliff Williams, Jean & 
Bob Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

Continued prayers are said for Jay Catlin, Jean Catlin, Patricia Woller, Bruce 
Sprague, Darlene Kasper, Edward Kayhardt, Cullen Ayer, Anna Krueger, 
Linda Hilgart, Darrell Erickson, Lissette Frick and Lora Jean Oslage.

We extend our deepest sympathies to the family and friends of
Timothy Rowe.
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TIME TO DECORATE!
We will be decorating the sanctuary and setting up the Christmas tree on 
Saturday, November 30, beginning at 7:00 AM. We’d love for you to come 
and help and get in the spirit of the season! No RSVP necessary. Just come 
and pitch in!

USHER’S CLUB RAFFLE

Drawing December 15, 2019, 10:10 AM in the Kuck Lounge

Need not be present to win!

Tickets $5.00 each, 4 for $10.00, or 10 for $20.00

O’Tannenbaum Tour 2019

Saturday, December 7:  10 AM - 7 PM
Sunday, December 8:  10 AM - 3 PM

St. Stephens United Church of Christ

Admission:
Adults (12 and up) $3
Children 6-12 $1
Age 5 and Under FREE

Proceeds benefit  
community programs 
in and around Merrill.
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