The Interpreter
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Lucas Williams, Associate Minister

Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ
No matter who you are or where you are
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

THE ORDINARY
The church has this thing called Ordinary Time. It’s that time after one thing has happened
and before the next thing happens. Ordinary time.
Statistically, it’s the most depressing time of year. There are more deaths, hospitalizations,
and diagnoses of depression in the dreariness of this time of year. There’s of course
the let down, or exhale, or sigh of relief from the holidays…depending on how you
experience them. But no matter how we each individually experience the holidays, our
culture clearly shifts and turns down the volume, and turns off the lights, and changes the
station, and even if we don’t particularly care for the holidays, the shift is significant even
if only in ways that we feel, but don’t really think about.
It’s a tough time of year, this section of ordinary time.
The church calendar also calls the time between Pentecost and the beginning of Advent
ordinary time. But we have filled those months of late spring through November with lots
of stuff, so that ordinary time doesn’t feel as…ordinary. Our culture isn’t sure what to do
with this time of year. Sure there’s the Super Bowl and Valentine’s day…but, well…eh. I
mean the Packers didn’t make the playoffs (nor did the Vikings or the Bears, kinda?).
I’m not sure how often we actually live in this ordinary time. We like to rerun the past or
fret or anticipate the future. So, even though we spend most of our lives in ordinary time,
it seems like we spend most of our energy somewhere else. Which is not all bad, and
some of it is even necessary. But I am starting to believe that how we spend our ordinary
time has something to do with how we spend the “extra-ordinary” times. The in-between
times is where we spend most of our lives, so it must make a difference.
Our Christmas decorations haven’t come down yet. And that’s because I have sent out a
royal decree throughout our house that it. is. not. time. yet. I will confess that I’m someone
who just likes to let Christmas linger. Sometimes I probably hang on too tightly and just
need to move on into the new year. But at my best, I want to leave up Christmas, because
when we have taken the time to really dig into the depths of what that first Christmas was
and meant, there is potential there that could carry us into and through this next season.
And the rest of the time I just don’t like to move on and let go of Christmas just in time to
start planning Lent and never really live in between.
New Year’s resolutions at their best are an attempt at living more intentionally. And for
that reason I like them. I don’t believe in the “it’s a new year, so it’s time to change,”
notion. Those are the kind that usually fizzle by January 27th.
But all of us could use motivation to be more intentional, even in small ways. We put a lot
of our attention towards the extra-ordinary (which just means outside of ordinary, even
though we more commonly use it to mean spectacular) times. But our ordinary time can
be when we have time to rest, time to think, pray, meditate, and do our own inner work
because the outside world has settled down a little. Of course our schedules haven’t
stopped, but if we are willing, there might be a little bit of time here in the next couple
months to slow down enough to choose to be intentional about something...anything.
Ordinary time provides us time to be intentional. Perhaps this year, instead of New
Year’s resolutions, what if we took the month of January and thought about February 1st
resolutions. Take some of this in between, ordinary time to evaluate the last year, and to
think about what lies ahead, and to think about where you want to place your intention
today. Remember that on Christmas Eve we sing that our “hopes and fears are met in thee
tonight” and that’s not just a 12 day ticket. Maybe something extraordinary is meant to
linger a little longer…and to make a difference in our ordinary times.
Ordinary blessings (the only kind there needs to be),

Kyle
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903 E 2nd St
Merrill WI 54452
Office: 715-536-7322
Pastoral Care Needs:
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES

(We will post the most recent updates here.
For the complete timeline dating back to early September 2018, please see
back issues of The Interpreter.)

January 8, 2019, Update
Our Goal is $700,000. Commitments received now total $426,625,
which is 60% of our goal. We have received 138 cards, and we
mailed 550+. This represents 25% of individuals and families
participating. Please return your Commitment Card even if you are not able to commit much (or at all)
so we can achieve our goal of 100% participation. Returning your card is participating!
If you haven’t sent in your Commitment Card yet, please continue to pray and consider what you will
contribute. There is no gift too small. The time is NOW! Then send in your card. Even if you cannot
contribute, please return your card to help us achieve our Goal of 100% participation. Thank you!
Again, please know that ... We cannot cannot count Commitment Cards without names. If you sent in a
Commitment Card and knowingly did not include your name and contact information, please call Tina in
the office so she can add your information to your anonymous card and we can count your Commitment.

MEMORIAL PUBLICATION POSTPONED ...
Please note: Memorials and special gifts received after
December 2 will be published in a January edition of
The Interpreter, as Tina will be out of the office having
surgery.

SCRIP SALES IN OFFICE LIMITED
Scrip sales in the office will NOT be consistently
available, until Tina returns to a full schedule following
her surgery. Volunteers will be helping staff the office
while she recovers. If you need to purchase Scrip,
please purchase before or after worship on Sundays.
You may luck out with a volunteer in the office who can
sell Scrip, but most cannot, so it is best to call ahead
before stopping in. You can also call Rich Dabbert at
715.536.7702 if there is no one in the office who can
help you, and he may be able to come in to help you
with your Scrip purchase.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES
Flowers
Sign up in Office
January 13, 20, 27
February 3, 10, 17, 24
Radio Ministry
Call the Office
January 13
February 10, 17, 24
Coffee Hour
January 20, 27

Saint Stephens

715.536.7322
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A DIFFERENT RESOLUTION
Typically as the New Year starts, we all try and think of a New Year’s Resolution to try in the New Year. Sometimes
our resolutions can be risky, but other times our resolution can be safe. No matter what our resolution is it usually
encompasses something we want to change, get rid of, or improve in our life. It makes me wonder, how most
often our resolutions don’t include something we want to remember?
I mean surely there has to be something we want to remember from last year. Whether it’s that vacation you took
with your family or a special milestone in your life there is definitely something you want to remember. But, what
if this something to remember doesn’t have to do with something we did last year, but instead it is to remember
God’s involvement in our life? A New Year’s Resolution that focuses on remembering the times we felt God
working in our life each and every day is a whole different resolution then having a resolution that only changes,
rids, or improves you. This is because a resolution that focuses on remembering God’s involvement in our life can
change, rid, and improve us each time we remember.
This reminds me of a conversation I had with my uncle while I was home over Christmas. He asked me how I
was doing and my response was “I’m good” and then I went on to explain why I was good. When I had finished
explaining I asked him in return how he was and he replied “I’m blessed”. Curious I asked him why he was blessed
and his answer entailed things, like the health of his family and his job going well, that he believes are the way
they are because he is blessed by God. Another reason my uncle says “I’m blessed” is because by saying it he can
actively remember all the times he has felt, seen, or heard God.
If our resolution for this year was to remember when we felt, saw, or heard God working in our life, what would
you do to help yourself remember? Would you say “I’m blessed” when people ask how you are? Would you keep
a journal of each and every time God was working in your life? Find whatever would help you remember that God
is always working in your life
all the time. And once you
find it keep on doing it, keep
on remembering each and
every moment where God
has been at work in your life.

THANK YOU!
The Usher’s Club would like to thank all of the volunteers
that helped undecorate and clean up the Sanctuary on
Saturday, January 5. Many of these same people were
on hand to decorate, and the Sanctuary looked beautiful,
as always. Without the help of these wonderful people,
we would not be able to accomplish this task. We
appreciate everyone’s assistance, and we would love to
see some new faces next year. Please consider helping
next year – we will post the dates in The Intrepreter,
and also in the church bulletin. God’s Blessings to our
volunteers, and to the entire congregation for this new
year!

RECYCLE WITH ST. STEPHENS
Bring: Your Aluminum Cans
Where: To St. Stephens
Drop off by the office door or in back of the office
When: Anytime!
Why: St. Stephens will recycle cans for cash
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JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 3
through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class,
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith
Formation class that meets at the same time as the
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only
twice per month and in the third floor classroom.
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy to
care for them during the service.
We are always looking for more adult volunteers to staff
the nursery, so if you love to cuddle on babies, contact
Sally Woller at 715.536.9870 to volunteer.

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms
before worship. Yes! Friends are welcome at Sunday
School. Just have a parent complete a Registration Form
and bring it with the child.
NEW: SAINT STEPHENS GREEN TEAM
Are you interested in learning more about creation
care and caring for our planet? Be sure to mark your
calendar’s. Saint Stephen’s Green Team will have their
first meeting Tuesday Jan. 22nd 6:30 PM. Join us as
we take up the work of our church with regard to
climate change so that our children will have a bright
(and Green) future!
Contact Gordy Bertagnoli for more information 920212-0226 or even to let him know that you’re interested.
Here’s a green question to ponder:
With regard to green house gas emissions, is it better
to continue to fix and run your old beater or buy a
new car?

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
New (1st year) confirmands ... please watch The
Interpreter for your next scheduled class. The final
piece of the Advent box has arrived you can pick it up
from Pastor Lucas.
2nd year Confirmation students meet each Wednesday
evening. Students attend worship at 6:00 PM and
then meet directly afterwards for class and discussion.
Confirmation classes will last two hours and will meet
in the third floor classroom/youth room.
FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Our next Faith Formation Class will meet in the Third
Floor Classroom at 9:00 AM on Sunday, January 13,
2019.
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

YOUTH
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (Grades 6-8)
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events
•

February 9 @ 4:30 PM until February 10
after worship: Lock-In. Food provided. Sign up
by February 3

•

May 12 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM
Youth Gathering: Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

•

January 12 @ 4:30 PM until January 13 after
worship - Lock-in at Church. Please sign up by
January 6. Bring $5 to offset cost of food.

•

January 27 @ 6:00 PM - Movie Night with
pizza after worship - Youth Gathering

•

February 17 after worship - Youth Gathering

•

March 17 @ 5:45 PM - Movie Night with pizza

•

April 14 @ 6:00 PM - Youth Gathering

•

May 12 @ 9:00 AM - Youth Led Worship

•

June 9 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM
Youth Gathering: Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

•

Summer: Noah’s Ark, Fundraisers, Fun!!
Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just
have their parents fill out a form!

TIME FLIES WHEN YOU’RE BUILDING
THE CHURCH
It’s difficult to believe but Reverend
Carnes and his family have been at Saint
Stephens for five years! We have so
much to applaud as a congregation and
want you to be part of the celebration of
this anniversary. Here’s how…
*Contact Jennifer Porath by January
6th with your special story or memory
to include in the presentation. Think
about the events in which you’ve been
involved or a favorite service. What
stands out in your mind?
*Be present in church on Sunday, January
13th.
*Join us in preparing and donating
“brunchy munchies” for coffee hour following the service. (cheese and sausage, fruit, deviled eggs, juice,
muffins etc)
*Stay for coffee hour to enjoy fellowship and celebration of our growing church and leadership.
Blessings,
Church and Ministry Team

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
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coming back at another time. My internal voice said a
loud “not it, not me, not now.” I heard my voice loud
and clear with all of the rational reasons about why I
wasn’t the one.

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .

WORTH

“While they were praying, the place where they were
meeting trembled and shook. They were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and continued to speak God’s Word
with fearless confidence.” - Acts 4:31
It was a Friday afternoon and I was serving as a volunteer
chaplain. A woman came in looking for another
colleague; she was scheduled for art therapy. I do not
see myself as an artist; at best I am a stick figure guy
all the way. I am the type of person who would prefer
that someone else take notes on the board because my
handwriting would be illegible and not worth the effort.

That other voice, the one that sometimes echoes as a
still small voice and at other times loud, deafening and
even blinding suggested that “I was” for such a time
as this. After some resistance, I found myself playing
yogic music with an adult coloring book. I was listening
with an open heart and mind to my sister’s journey and
struggle. During a pause I was led to say boldly “you
are worthy.” She stopped coloring and looked at me
with tear-filled eyes. I knew those words struck every
part of her that believed she was not worthy. In her eyes
I also saw the parts of me that felt and feel unworthy.
What if we believed we were chosen, for this day and
for this hour, and that we are worthy?
Prayer
God, sometimes it is frustrating to be the one in the
room, the one called, the one who has to have our
inadequacies.
by Darrell Goodwin-Moultry

The woman shared that she had taken a bus for over an
hour to meet my colleague, and she wasn’t keen on just
RE-MEMBER 2019
The dates have been set! Our 2019 Re-Member trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation will be August 3-9, 2019, and
we’d love for you to join us! The cost is $549 per person. If you are interested in going but finances are an issue,
please talk to Rev. Carnes.
It’s not too early to register! We are hoping to get a good-sized group together this year, and you can make
payments on the cost over the next 9 months. That’s only $61 per month to make the trip. Who’s with us?
SAINT STEPHENS
MUGS ON SALE NOW ONLY $10
Saint Stephens logo’d
stainless mugs: WERE
$20 each, Now On
Sale for Only $10
each. Stop in the
Church Office during
normal business hours
to purchase! They
really keep things hot (or cold) and
are great stocking stuffers!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 13 - SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY - Worship at 9:00 AM with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery); 9:00 AM Sunday School in Classrooms;
Faith Formation Class 9:00 AM in Classroom;
Coffee Hour after worship in the Kuck Lounge- Please join us!
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall
EVERY WEDNESDAY: 6:00 PM Contemplative Style Worship

SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed in a January issue of The Interpreter when Tina returns to
the office. We keep her in our prayers as she recovers from surgery.

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS
President
Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer
Marge Johnson
Secretary
Beth Houle
		Kristine Bowe
		Kevin Golisch
		
Kristy Neuman
		Kristine Smith
		
Judy Heath
		
Janet Schaefer
		Christopher Stamm
		Corey Dornbrack
Clergy:		
Rev. Kyle Carnes
		
Rev. Lucas Williams

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
Our flower calendar has lots of openings. Please call or
sign up in the office to sponsor flowers to be placed on
the altar or piano for our Sunday worship.

Blessings for the New Year!
SCRIP PARTICIPANTS: NO PREPAID CARD OR CERTIFICATE NEEDED
Did You Know? ... Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and VIP Office Products will send a
percentage of your purchase of $100 or more (when you use cash or a check) to Saint Stephens. Miller
Furniture and Courtside Furniture also participate in the Scrip program in this same manner. Just tell
whichever store you are shopping at that you belong to Saint Stephens when you pay!
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The voting body at the 2018 Wisconsin Conference UCC Annual Meeting voted to enter into a time of
discussion and study around the Doctrine of Discovery and our faith, with the purpose being to vote on a
resolution to repudiate the Doctrine of Discovery at the 2019 annual meeting. The Ho Cak UCC and the
Wisconsin Conference Racial Justice Task Force presented this resolution. In order to bring the resolution to the
floor for a vote in April 2019, at least 65 congregations in the Wisconsin Conference must engage in discussion
or study of this issue and submit a form prior to March 31, 2019 stating that they have done so.
What is the Doctrine of Discovery?
The Doctrine of Discovery is a concept of public international law explained by the United States Supreme
Court in a series of decisions. It established a spiritual, political, and legal justification for colonization and
seizure of land not inhabited by Christians. It has been invoked since Pope Alexander VI issued the Papal Bull
“Inter Caetera” in 1493.
Why does this matter?
The historical consequences of the Doctrine of Discovery and the trauma resulted from the loss of homeland,
genocide, forced removal, language repression etc. continues to affect the generations that have followed since
that time. The contemporary impact of the legacy of the Doctrine of Discovery experienced by indigenous
peoples in the U.S. includes: excessive poverty, teenage suicides that outpaced all other ethnicities, extreme
incidences of Type II diabetes, unemployment rates that rank among the highest – these are but a few of the
cultural, communal, individual injuries across generations.
How can you help?
Join a group of us from Saint Stephen’s UCC to engage in conversation around this topic. We will meet
twice in the month of January to watch a short video and read through some discussion points that have
been provided by Members of the UCC Wisconsin Conference.
“With God’s grace, may we move forward in compassion and resolve in our hearts and actions to stand in
solidarity with our indigenous neighbors.”
When: Wednesdays, January 23rd and January 30 7PM after evening worship
Who: Anyone including youth!
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TEXT TO GIVE! It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s
all you need to do:

1 Text SaintStephens (no spaces in between) to
73256
2 You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the

January 8, 2019
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PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support,
and care. Or if you know of someone in the hospital.
We want to be there for you.
- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

link.

3 Follow the prompts.
Wednesday evening worship
beginning at 6:00 PM

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS
We NEED Coffee Hour sponsors! Can you or a group
of friends or family sponsor a Coffee Hour? Sign up on
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Bring snacks, make the
coffee (instructions on fridge), set it up, socialize!
A simple, meditative, communion service.
Come as you are, to find a space of rest and
reflection and peace, a moment away from the
hectic world we live in.
Our world needs more of ... this.
Join us.
All are welcome.

“the light shines in the darkness and
the darkness did not overcome it.”
John 1:5
COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time,
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and
she can print or email you a copy.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

At 5 PM on Mondays in Fellowship Hall
Baked Ham and MASHED potatoes and peas
the usual drinks and dessert
and service with a smile!

to the Saint Stephens website:
1 Go
www.ststephensucc.org
the Donate tab on the top righthand side
2 (orClicktheonGive
button near the very bottom)
Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic
3 Giving
button. Follow the prompts.
Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your
church. Simplify your life.
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For subscriptions,
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interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13 - The Second Sunday after Epiphany
Communion this Sunday
We celebrate an Open Table where all are invited and welcome!
Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available.
Sunday School 9:00 AM in Classrooms.
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Michelle Tlusty.
Flowers are unsponsored at time of printing.
Radio Ministry is unsponsored at time of printing.
Coffee Hour is sponsored by Church and Ministry Commitee
Nursery will be staffed this week Melanie Golisch, Jodie Golisch and families.
Ushers scheduled will be Lloyd Buck, David Buck, Matt Buck, Kelly & Phil
Natzke, Pam & Jeff Hetfeld, and Tim Seidler.
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Randy Perry, Mary Maluegge, Marge Johnson,
Bonnie Koelsch, Lottie Ziemke, Jerry & Shelly Burnett, Corey Dornbrack, Carl
Dornbrack, and George Dintelman.

MONDAY, JANUARY 7
9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)
5:00 Dinner @ Five
5:00 Aerobics
6:00 Church and Ministry
7:00 Dartball
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8
12:00 Staff Meeting
6:30 Boy Scout Troop 513
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9
9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)
6:00 Worship with communion
7:00 2nd Year Confirmation
7:00 Choir Practice
THURSDAY, JANUARY 10
9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)
5:00 Aerobics
6:00 Chime Choir
FRIDAY, JANUARY 11
12:00 Alcholics Anonymous
1:45 Bell Tower Worship
SATURDAY, JANUARY 12
10:00 Girl Scouts (Pre-K Group)

