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January 15, 2019ORIGINAL BLESSING

On Sunday, we celebrated communion and remembered the story of Jesus’ baptism. In 
my sermon I talked about how so many of our ideas about baptism have come from 
the ways that the church has interpreted the first chapters of Genesis. For many, the 
sacrament of baptism is directly connected to the belief in the notion of “original sin.”

On Sunday I also suggested that we start to rework that understanding. 

With only a little interrogation of the most common ideas about Christianity, we will find 
the notion of “original sin” at the root of most of them. There is a growing movement that 
is starting to reclaim a different story, to replant Christianity on a different foundational 
belief, so that we might reclaim a more life-giving heritage. 

What I proposed on Sunday, was that we start with Genesis One rather than Genesis 
Two for our foundational belief. This isn’t my idea. It actually has roots in other ancient 
Christian traditions that have either been forgotten or intentionally suppressed. If we 
begin our ideas about Christianity with Genesis, the first chapter, instead of the second, 
we can come up with something called the “Original Blessing” rather than original sin. 
We look to our Creation narrative and remember that in that story, as God created all the 
things, the refrain we hear is, “And God saw that it was good.” And on the sixth day when 
we humans were created, as the story goes, God also created the adverb. Having looked 
at humanity God said, “and it is VERY good.”

We may have bungled the whole Garden of Eden thing, which is a real pain, but that’s 
not as big of a deal as we’ve made it because Eden is not the beginning of the story. Our 
story begins with God declaring humans to be very good. Eden is after that.

Being declared “very good” is of course different than being perfect. Thank God. 
Perfection is something we’ve done to ourselves, but goodness is a gift we’ve been 
given. We admittedly threw it away rather quickly and have continued to do so over the 
millennia, but both of these stories are our heritage, and I think it’s time we put them back 
in their proper order within the narrative. 

Can you imagine if at the heart of your understanding of yourself, and your understanding of 
Christianity that you intentionally placed God’s blessing rather than God’s condemnation? 
What if you placed your capacity for goodness at the center rather than your capacity 
for sinfulness? What if we began to notice in others their capacity to create life, beauty 
and connection, rather than their capacity to make a mess of your life, plans, ideas, and 
desires? What if at the beginning of all things we God’s blessing?

I have a friend who says his aunt judges people for their “potential to misbehave.” Which 
I actually find quite hilarious. Until I realize that many of us, somewhere inside, believe 
that this is also how God relates to us - judging us on our potential to misbehave…even 
if it is “loving.”

To be frank...what a horrible way to live.

The good news is that there is another story we can tell and it’s already part of our story, 
we simply need to choose it for ourselves and for others. 

When you come across the belief called “original sin” begin to remind yourself that there 
was an “original blessing” that came first. Tell others, remind others, care for others with 
this original blessing. It’s not new. We just forgot that we’d forgotten it.

Start telling the story of original blessing. Someone’s life might depend on it, and it might 
be yours.

Ordinary Time Blessings,

Kyle
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES
(We will post the most recent updates here.  

For the complete timeline dating back to early September 2018, please see 
back issues of The Interpreter.)

January 15, 2019, Update  

Our Goal is $700,000. Commitments received now total $427,125, 
which is 61% of our goal. We have received 139 cards, and we mailed 
550+. This represents 25% of individuals and families participating. 

Please return your Commitment Card even if you are not able to commit much (or at all) so we can 
achieve our goal of 100% participation. Returning your card is participating!

If you haven’t sent in your Commitment Card yet, please continue to pray and consider what you will 
contribute. There is no gift too small. The time is NOW! Then send in your card. Even if you cannot 
contribute, please return your card to help us achieve our Goal of 100% participation. Thank you!

Again, please know that ... We cannot cannot count Commitment Cards without names. If you sent in a 
Commitment Card and knowingly did not include your name and contact information, please call Tina in 
the office so she can add your information to your anonymous card and we can count your Commitment.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

January 20 
February 3, 10 

March 10, 17, 24, 31

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

February 24 
March 3,10,17,24,31

Coffee Hour 
February 3, 17, 24

SCRIP SALES IN OFFICE LIMITED IN DECEMBER
Scrip sales in the office will NOT be consistently 
available, until Tina returns to a full schedule following 
her surgery. Volunteers will be helping staff the office 
while she recovers. If you need to purchase Scrip, 
please purchase before or after worship on Sundays. 
You may luck out with a volunteer in the office who can 
sell Scrip, but most cannot, so it is best to call ahead 
before stopping in. You can also call Rich Dabbert at 
715.536.7702 if there is no one in the office who can 
help you, and he may be able to come in to help you 
with your Scrip purchase. 

Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ
903 East 2nd Street | Merrill, Wisconsin | 54452

715.536.7322 | church@ststephensucc.net
903 East 2nd Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452715.536.7322 ststephensucc.net
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Call the church office

PINE CREST
The January Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, January 24. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Deloris Bauman, 
Judy Alft, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams 
will lead the worship service and Darlene Johnson is 
the pianist.

CHOIR REHEARSAL
Choir rehearsal resumes Wednesday, January 16, at 
6:30 PM. The choir will sing at the January 27 worship 
service. New members are always welcome! Come as 
you are and join us at rehearsal. 

Confirmation Sunday will be 
February 24, 2019.
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MEMORIAL PUBLICATION POSTPONED ...
Please note:  Memorials and special gifts received in 
December are on pages 6-7. January memorials will be 
published in a forthcoming edition of The Interpreter. 

Do you find yourself interested in what the wider church does? Are you 
interested in what our Association (Northwest) and our Conference 
(Wisconsin) are up too? Then you would find the combined 2019 
Annual Meeting for Conference and Associations and General Synod 
32 in Milwaukee intriguing.

The combined Annual Meeting for Conference and Associations is one 
meeting where you will engage in the business of two settings of the 
Church, the conference and the association. It will take place on April 
5th & 6th at the Glacier Canyon Conference Center in the Wilderness 
Resort in Wisconsin Dells. Over the course of the two days, you will participate in the business portions for both 
the Northwest Association and for the Wisconsin Conference; you will hear how churches across the conference 
are living the light in their congregations and communities; and you will engage in worship. In addition to the 
business portions of the annual meeting, there is scheduled time for fun and for connecting with others from your 
Association and around the Conference. For more information go to http://www.wcucc.org/about-wcucc/annual-
meeting/. If you are interested please be in contact with Rev. Lucas or Rev. Kyle.

General Synod 32 is when the governing body of the United Church of Christ gathers together to adopt a variety of 
resolutions on church and public matters, with the understanding that the Synod is speaking to the congregations 
in the UCC, not on behalf of them. Synod is composed of delegates chosen by the Conferences, voting members 
of Boards of Directors of Covenanted Ministries who have been elected by General Synod, and of ex officio 
delegates. This year’s General Synod will take place from June 21 to June 25 in Milwaukee and the theme is based 
on the scripture Matthew 5:16 “In the same way let your light shine before others . “ For more information about 
General Synod 32 go to https://www.synod2019.org/en/uccsynod2019. If you are interested please be in contact 
with Rev. Lucas or Rev. Kyle.

In addition to General Synod being something you can attend as a visitor, you can also participate by volunteering. 
And volunteers are really needed. Throughout the five days of General Synod, three to four hundred volunteers 
will be needed.  The Conference website has this to say about volunteering, “Volunteers will be engaged through 
the Local Arrangements Committee, (LAC), whose ministry it is to assist the National UCC staff for General Synod 
32. Can you stand, sit, walk or run?  Volunteers from congregations in the Wisconsin Conference will fill a variety 
of positions. You will be asked to provide at least 4 hours of volunteer time. Note that some positions will require 
a background check – such as anyone working with children or youth.” For more information about volunteering 
at Synod go to the following link: http://www.wcucc.org/about-wcucc/the-general-synod/synod-volunteering/.

THANK YOU!
The Usher’s Club would like to thank all of the volunteers 
that helped undecorate and clean up the Sanctuary on 
Saturday, January 5. Many of these same people were 
on hand to decorate, and the Sanctuary looked beautiful, 
as always. Without the help of these wonderful people, 
we would not be able to accomplish this task. We 
appreciate everyone’s assistance, and we would love to 
see some new faces next year. Please consider helping 
next year – we will post the dates in The Intrepreter, 
and also in the church bulletin.  God’s Blessings to our 
volunteers, and to the entire congregation for this new 
year!

HAPPY 5th ANNIVERSARY, REV. CARNES!
We’re so glad you’re here at Saint Stephens!
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CONFIRMATION CLASSES
New (1st year) confirmands ... please watch The 
Interpreter for your next scheduled class. The final 
piece of the Advent box has arrived you can pick it up 
from Pastor Lucas.

2nd year Confirmation students meet each Wednesday 
evening. Students attend worship at 6:00 PM and 
then meet directly afterwards for class and discussion. 
Confirmation classes will last two hours and will meet 
in the third floor classroom/youth room.

Confirmation Sunday will be Sunday, February 24.

YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• January 27 @ 6:00 PM - Movie Night with 
pizza after worship - Youth Gathering

• February 17 after worship - Youth Gathering

• March 17 @ 5:45 PM - Movie Night with pizza

• April 14 @ 6:00 PM - Youth Gathering

• May 12 @ 9:00 AM - Youth Led Worship

• June 9 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM 
Youth Gathering:  Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

• Summer:  Noah’s Ark, Fundraisers, Fun!!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just 
have their parents fill out a form!

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (Grades 6-8)
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• February 9 @ 4:30 PM until February 10  
after worship:  Lock-In. Food provided. Sign up 
by February 3

• May 12 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM   
Youth Gathering:  Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Our next Faith Formation Class will meet in the Third 
Floor Classroom at 9:00 AM on Sunday, February 3, 
2019. We will also meet at the same time on Sunday, 
February 10, 2019. 

Faith Formation Class dates for March are:  Sunday, 
March 3, and Sunday, March 10, 2019. You can mark 
your calendars ahead!

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday 
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 3 
through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class, 
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups 
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith 
Formation class that meets at the same time as the 
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only 
twice per month and in the third floor classroom.

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms 
before worship. Yes! Friends are welcome at Sunday 
School. Just have a parent complete a Registration Form 
and bring it with the child.
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Epiphany

“Jesus said to them, ‘But whoever wishes to be great 
among you must be your servant.’” - Matthew 20:26

A parishioner confronted her pastor about the foot 
washing ritual in their Maundy Thursday service. She 
hated it, wanted it gone.

“It’s so out of date,” she informed him. “We don’t wear 
sandals every day. Our feet don’t get dirty like in Jesus’ 
time.” (Apparently she’d never distributed clean socks 
to homeless people. When she said, ‘our feet,’ she 
meant the clean, healthy feet of people like her.)

“Besides,” she said, “It’s unhygienic, awkward, servile, 
and embarrassing.”

“Right.” he said. “Your point?”

She stared at him. “Well, all I know is no one’s touching 

my feet.”

But she surprised him. And maybe herself. She showed 
up, got her feet washed, and washed other people’s feet, 
too. Later, she confessed she’d wept like a baby when 
an ancient-of-days member of the church creakily knelt 
to dry the feet of his ailing wife.

She also confessed that she’d gotten a pedicure earlier 
in the day. I guess foot-washing is less objectionable 
when your feet look good.

But I’m not knocking her. It wasn’t a small thing for her 
to allow even beautifully lacquered toes to be handled 
by Jesus. Even a faint light is light. Even a slight unveiling 
can illumine the world.

Yes, it was something, her little embrace of the 
distinguishing mark of a disciple, her beginner’s insight 
into the inescapable paradox of Christian faith—that 
down is glory, and lowliness, joy.

It was something, that little falling in love, that little 
baptism, that epiphany.

I would wish something like it for us all.

Prayer

Servant Jesus, you are out of date, unhygienic, awkward, 
servile, and embarrassing. I want to love you. And to 
serve my neighbors on my knees. Amen

by Mary Luti

SAINT STEPHENS 
MUGS ON SALE - 
NOW ONLY $10

Saint Stephens logo’d 
stainless mugs:  WERE 
$20 each, Now On 
Sale for Only $10 
each. Stop in the 
Church Office during 
normal business hours 
to purchase! They 
really keep things hot (or cold) and 
are great stocking stuffers!

RE-MEMBER 2019
The dates have been set! Our 2019 Re-Member trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation will be August 3-9, 2019, and 
we’d love for you to join us! The cost is $549 per person. If you are interested in going but finances are an issue, 
please talk to Rev. Carnes.

It’s not too early to register! We are hoping to get a good-sized group together this year, and you can make 
payments on the cost over the next 9 months. That’s only $61 per month to make the trip. Who’s with us?
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SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial 
 $10.00 in memory of Darlene Mech from Kathy Case 
 $25.00 in memory of loved ones at Christmas time from Kathy Case 
 $50.00 in memory of my wife, Judith Rowe, from Eugene Rowe 
 $50.00 in memory of my mom, Judith Rowe, from Janie Rowe 
 $100.00 in memory of Mom & Dad, Lylas & Bernice Berndt, from Daryl & Donna Berndt 
 $25.00 in memory of grandson, Derek Leavitt, from Mr. & Mrs. Edward Leavitt 
 $100.00 in memory of Darlene Krause Mech from Jerry & Elmira Krause 
 $200.00 in memory of Deliah & Elmer Krause from Jerry & Elmira Krause 
 $25.00  in memory of Darlene Bettin from Jeffrey & Lynn Conway 
 $100.00  in memory of Darlene Bettin from Martin & Kathleen Burkhardt

Radio 
 $190.00 in memory of Richard Vachavake from Ronald & Jo Ann Vachavake

Electrical Wiring 
 $350.00 in memory of departed family and friends for Christmas from Norm & Alice Ziemke 
 $25.00 in memory of Tyler Holbach at Christmas from Gerald & Carol Duwe

New Roof 
 $50.00 in loving memory of Norbert Krause at Christmas time from his family 
 $75.00 in loving memory of our son, Andy Hoffman, from Mike & Sue Hoffman 
 $25.00 in memory of brother, Mark Hall, from Mike & Sue Hoffman 
 $20.00 in memory of Darlene Bettin from George Henrich 
 $50.00 in memory of our parents, Mr. & Mrs. Albert Kanitz and Mr. & Mrs. William Beyer, Sr., at  
  Christmas from Bill & Marion 
 $40.00 in memory of parents, Lylas & Bernice Berndt, at Christmas from Dennis & Sharon Woller

Organ Fund
 $1,000.00 in appreciation of Darlene Johnson for her hard work and dedication in our music ministry  
  from Diane Goetsch 
 $100.00 in memory of my wife, Linda Perry, on her 6th Christmas in heaven from Randy Perry 
 $20.00 in memory of Darlene Bettin from Dan & Patsy Pick 
 $50.00 in memory of husband, Don Wold, from Lois Wold 
 $20.00  in loving memory of Jamie’s father, Lee Klein, from Eppie Gruling

NOW! Capital Campaign 
 $100.00 in loving memory of  my husband, Carlos Berndt,; son, Jim Berndt; and son-in-law, Charlie Case, 
  from Dorothy Berndt 
 $500.00 in memory of Selma & George Henrich, parents of Carol Henrich Weber, from Bill & Carol Weber 
 $75.00 in loving memory of Andy Hoffman, Mark Hall, and Phyllis Belongia from Roland & Melita Hall 
 $25.00 in memory of Mike Mosser from Carol Plautz 
 $100.00 in memory of our son, Mike, from Gary & Jill Mosser 
 $25.00 in memory of Walter & Irene Berndt from Gary & Jill Mosser 
 $20.00 in memory of my husband, Donald Forster, at Christmas from Mary Ann Forster 
 $10.00 in memory of my son, Ricky Forster, at Christmas from Mary Ann Forster 
 $20.00 in memory of my parents, Leslie & Ella Sabatke, at Christmas from Mary Ann Forster 
 $100.00  in memory of Donald Anderson, Dale “Beatle” Anderson, and Lucas Anderson for Christmas, from 
   Shirley Anderson and Family 
 $20.00  in memory of Hildegarde Seeger from Kevin & Kathy Osness 

Continued on page 7
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NOW! Capital Campaign Continued ... 
 $50.00  in memory of grandparents Louis & Mable Johnson and William & Emma Hass at Christmas from  
  Kristine Smith

Capital Improvements 
 $50.00 in honor of Linda Plautz from Joy Meyer 
 $50.00 in honor of Sharon Detert from Joy Meyer 
 $100.00 in memory of Alfred & Elaine Boettcher from Dave & Joy Meyer

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy to 
care for them during the service. 

We are always looking for more adult volunteers to staff 
the nursery, so if you love to cuddle on babies, contact 
Sally Woller at 715.536.9870 to volunteer.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

UPCOMING EVENTS
THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 20  - Worship at 9:00 AM -  

with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  9:00 AM Sunday School in Classrooms; 
Coffee Hour after worship in the Kuck Lounge- Please join us! 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Contemplative Style Worship  

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY:  Sunday, February 24, 2019
ASH WEDNESDAY: March 6, 2019 ~ LENT BEGINS

SPECIAL GIFTS Continued ... 

GREEN TEAM AT SAINT STEPHENS
Here’s a Green Team Question:  With regard to green 
house gas emissions, is it better to continue to fix and 
run your old beater or buy a new car?  

Come to the first Green Team Meeting and find out. 

Saint Stephens Green Team.  
First meeting: 

Tuesday, January 22, from 6:30 - 8:00 PM.  
Call Gordon Bertagnoli 920-212-0226 (cell) for more 

information & plan to join us!

A NEW ARRIVAL!
Congratulations to Jennifer & Brian Oestreich on 
the birth of baby boy, Liam William Oestreich, born 
December 5, 2018, measuring 22 inches long and 
weighing 10 pounds, 3 ounces. Brooklyn is officially a 
big sister. Welcome to the world, Liam!

BREAKING BREAD SPONSORED BY  
SAINT STEPHENS

Saint Stephens will sponsor the Breaking Bread meal at 
the Eagles Club on Thursday, January 17. We could use 
helpers! If you can volunteer to help, please sign up. 
There is a sign-up sheet on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. 
Help with clean up is especially needed. 
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The voting body at the 2018 Wisconsin Conference UCC Annual Meeting voted to enter into a time of 
discussion and study around the Doctrine of Discovery and our faith, with the purpose being to vote on a 
resolution to repudiate the Doctrine of Discovery at the 2019 annual meeting. The Ho Cak UCC and the 
Wisconsin Conference Racial Justice Task Force presented this resolution. In order to bring the resolution to the 
floor for a vote in April 2019, at least 65 congregations in the Wisconsin Conference must engage in discussion 
or study of this issue and submit a form prior to March 31, 2019 stating that they have done so.

What is the Doctrine of Discovery?

The Doctrine of Discovery is a concept of public international law explained by the United States Supreme 
Court in a series of decisions. It established a spiritual, political, and legal justification for colonization and 
seizure of land not inhabited by Christians.  It has been invoked since Pope Alexander VI issued the Papal Bull 

“Inter Caetera” in 1493. 

Why does this matter?

The historical consequences of the Doctrine of Discovery and the trauma resulted from the loss of homeland, 
genocide, forced removal, language repression etc. continues to affect the  generations that have followed since 
that time. The contemporary impact of the legacy of the Doctrine of Discovery experienced by indigenous 
peoples in the U.S. includes: excessive poverty, teenage suicides that outpaced all other ethnicities, extreme 
incidences of Type II diabetes, unemployment rates that rank among the highest – these are but a few of the 
cultural, communal, individual injuries across generations. 

How can you help?

Join a group of us from Saint Stephen’s UCC to engage in conversation around this topic. We will meet 
twice in the month of January to watch a short video and read through some discussion points that have 
been provided by Members of the UCC Wisconsin Conference. 

“With God’s grace, may we move forward in compassion and resolve in our hearts and actions to stand in 
solidarity with our indigenous neighbors.”

When:  Wednesdays, January 23rd and January 30, in the Kuck Lounge
 7PM after evening worship
Who:  Anyone including youth!



January 15, 2019
Page 9THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text  SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

Wednesday evening worship  
beginning at 6:00 PM

A simple, meditative, communion service.

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

Our world needs more of ... this.
Join us. 

All are welcome.

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care. Or if you know of someone in the hospital.
We want to be there for you.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS
We NEED Coffee Hour sponsors! Can you or a group of 
friends or family sponsor a Coffee Hour? Sign up on the 
kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Bring snacks, make the coffee 
(instructions on fridge), set it up, socialize!

At 5 PM on Mondays

Homemade Beef Stew 
Cream Corn Casserole 
Dessert & Beverages

THANK YOU TO PRAIRIE PINES
Thank you to Prairie Pines Bulk Foods Store in Gleason 
for the generous donation of apples distributed in 
autumn to our Dinner @ Five guests. They were much 
appreciated!

GRIEVING A LOSS? 
Come and be supported through GriefShare, a special 
seminar and support group for those experiencing grief 
and loss. Monday afternoons at Trinity Church, 107 N. 
State Street, Merrill, beginning January 21, 2019, at 3:00 
PM. Call 715.536.5482 or 715.536.8695 to register. For 
more info, go to:  www.griefshare.org



SUNDAY, JANUARY 20 - Second Sunday after Epiphany
- Rev. Kyle Carnes 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 
Sunday School 9:00 AM in Classrooms.

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Michelle Tlusty. 
Flowers on the altar are unsponsored at the time of this printing.

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Doris Haas on her birthday  
from Mari (Haas) Nelson 

Coffee Hour is sponsored by Lightning Express Towing (Chad & Lynn Oslage 
celebrating one year of ownership.) 
Nursery will be staffed this morning.

Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 
Nancy Seidel, Charles Reinhardt, Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz. 

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly Wallace, Chris & 
Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JANUARY 21 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, JANUARY 22
  12:00 Staff Meeting
 6:30 Scout Troop 513 
 6:30 Green Team Meeting

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship - Lucas preaches  
 7:00 2nd Year Confirmation 
 7:00 Choir Practice

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)  
 2:00 Worship @ Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25 
 12:00 Alcholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, JANUARY 26 
 10:00 Girl Scout Troop 7426)

TH
E 

IN
TE

R
PR

ET
ER

ST
 S

TE
PH

EN
S 

U
N

IT
ED

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 O
F 

C
H

R
IS

T ST STEPHENS UCC US POSTAGE PAID 
903 E SECOND ST NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
MERRILL WI 54452 PERMIT #10 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED MERRILL WI 54452-2576

Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Contribution Envelopes for 2019 are on a table in the Kuck Lounge. 
Stop by to pick yours up. Your number will be the same as it was in 
2018. If you do not find envelopes and would like a box, please sign 
up on the notepad besides the envelopes or stop in the office and 
someone can get you a box.


