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December 11, 2018FA LA LA LA LA FATIGUE

It’s easy to burn out this time of year, or really any time of year these days. The story went 
that technology would help us get the essential things done more efficiently so that we 
would have more time. However, it seems like we have used technology to demand more 
productivity instead. This demand for increased, or endless productivity often ignores 
any number of natural limitations that simply come with being alive on this planet. The 
necessity for sleep, being the most obvious.

So many of us feel our lives are out of control, and even out of our control. There’s so 
much to do, and this time of year we just add more. Many of us take the time to decorate 
and purchase gifts and cook (and eat) more and throw more parties and make special 
effort for friends and family and many of us are the most generous versions of ourselves 
this last month of the year. And it can be a lot.

A parishioner mentioned to me on Sunday that with all of this talk about giving coming 
from Matthew 25, she wondered about how it could be sustained. It’s a great question. 
How, when there are so many needs out there, and so much to do, and only so much 
money and time and effort any one of us can give, how do we handle it all? How do we 
not just get worn out, shut down, and turn to despair in the face of all the need, all the 
darkness?

I’m not sure that I have my own answer to this dilemma, but I have a couple responses 
from others that keep grabbing my attention. The first is from the late Rabbi Edwin 
Friedman who said that we don’t burn out because we’re overworked, or because we 
have too much stuff to do. We burn out because we are doing things because someone 
else is anxious about it.  We do it so someone else can have less anxiety, less emotional 
stress. Which can sound like a nice thing to do. And yet, anxiety is a tricky thing. It really 
likes to be passed around. It’s like the game hot potato, you never want to be the last one 
holding it, because then people treat it like it’s yours, even if it’s not.

This time of year is a great time to do something of an “anxiety inventory.” Are the 
pressures of this season of my own making? Is it my desire to have the perfect gifts, the 
immaculate house, the most stunning standing rib roast, or is it someone else’s voice in 
telling me that this is how things “have” to be? Do I want to be generous the ways that I’m 
able, or is it some other voice that puts pressure on giving? Sometimes we’d simply like 
to do more than we can, and there’s a certain grief that comes with desiring to be more 
generous than we have actual time or money to give. I feel it too.

This Advent, give yourself the gift of an “anxiety inventory” and if you discover that you 
are carrying around anxiety that doesn’t belong to you, give it back to the rightful owner, 
or if that’s not possible, just set it down right where you are right now, and agree with 
yourself that you won’t pick it back up. If you’re anything like me, it’ll probably be like the 
three year old always trying to climb onto your lap, so you’ll probably have to set it down 
multiple times. If the anxiety isn’t yours, just keep setting it down. It’s not easy, but it is ok.

The other response is gratitude. We have been convinced that the best way to accomplish 
things is always brute strength of will or will power. St. Paul says that there are nine 
fruits of the Spirit and self-control is only one of them. And not that it was intended this 
way, but he also says it last. And not surprisingly love is first. (Galatians 5:22) …love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, generosity/goodness, faithfulness, and self-control. 
If you find yourself struggling under the weight of the season, the weight of the world, the 
weight of someone else’s anxiety: find gratitude. Find another fruit of the spirit and let it 
wash over you. Find gratitude. Gratitude is a deep spiritual well that most of us rarely tap 
deeply enough, and it is bottomless. Find the ease that comes from living out of gratitude 
rather than anxiety. There can be so much stress, but there is always more joy to be found.      

Advent blessings, Kyle
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES
(We will post the most recent updates here.  

For the complete timeline dating back to early September 2018, please see 
back issues of The Interpreter.)

December 11, 2018  

Our Goal is $700,000. Commitments received now total $398,865, 
which is 56% of our goal. We have received 122 cards, and we 
mailed 550+. This represents 22% of individuals and families 

participating. Please return your Commitment Card even if you are not able to commit much (or at all) 
so we can achieve our goal of 100% participation. Returning your card is participating!

If you haven’t sent in your Commitment Card yet, please continue to pray and consider what you will 
contribute. There is no gift too small. The time is NOW! Then send in your card. Even if you cannot 
contribute, please return your card to help us achieve our Goal of 100% participation. Thank you!

Again, please know that ... We cannot cannot count Commitment Cards without names. If you sent in a 
Commitment Card and knowingly did not include your name and contact information, please call Tina in 
the office so she can add your information to your anonymous card and we can count your Commitment.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

January 6, 13, 20, 27 
February 3, 10, 17, 24

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

January 13 
February 10, 17, 24

Coffee Hour 
December 9, 23 

January 6, 13, 20, 27

LAST CHANCE ... GET YOUR USHERS RAFFLE TICKETS!
Get yours before or after worship or from one of the ushers! Drawing will be held Sunday, 
December 16, after the 9:00 AM worship service. Need not be present to win. Tickets are $5 
each or 4 tickets for $10 or 10 tickets for $20. 

Prizes include a Packer helmet autographed by Dave Robinson, $250 Mobil Gift Card, 2 
Packer tickets to the December 30 game against the Detroit Lions, gift cards, jackets, and  
CASH prizes!

MEMORIAL PUBLICATION POSTPONED ...
Please note:  Memorials and special gifts received after 
December 2 will be published in a January edition of 
The Interpreter, as Tina will be out of the office having 
surgery. 

Christmas Spirit
Thank you! If you took a tag from the Christmas 
Spirit tree and 
purchased gifts for a 
child, you are helping to 
make someone’s 
Christmas truly special! 
It is because of you, and 
people like you, that we 
can all join together  
throughout Lincoln 
County and support one 
another during this holiday season!
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LESSONS IN ADVENT

Last year I worked at the elementary school in Sheboygan Falls for the school year. It was interesting, to say 
the least, to observe the way Kindergarteners through 4th graders interacted with the peers in their own class 
but also those from the other grades. There would often be a lesson given to the kid(s) when interactions went 
poorly. In the midst of the advent season, the memories of those lessons come back because I find connection 
between what the kids were taught about their interactions and what the advent candles of hope, love, joy, and 
peace teach us.

Hope: The interesting thing about hope is that if I were to ask any of the kids at the school what they hoped for, 
most of the answers would be something tangible. And why wouldn’t it be? As adults we like to see the tangible 
results of whatever it is we are doing and children learn from us. The other thing about the answers is that our 
hopes usually come out of our fears.  In other words, we hope for something out of our fear of the opposite 
happening. Nelson Mandela, the South African anti-apartheid activist and former president of South Africa, said 

“May your choices reflect your hopes and not your fears”. During advent, we are reminded to let our choices 
reflect our hopes not our hopes that are chosen out of our fears.

Love: Most often the main reason for talking with a kid or kids about the way they interacted is because they 
were rude, mean, or aggressive in some manner toward one of their peers. The conversation that would follow 
would entail why the way they treated someone was acceptable to them. On occasion the response “they were 
mean to me first” would come as a reason. My follow up response would be “just because he/she was mean 
doesn’t mean you have to be back”. Then I would process with the kid what might have been a better approach 
then what they did. In all, the lesson was about love. 

Just like the children we are called to love one another. Ask yourself if someone wronged you or was mean/
hurtful to you would you find a way to retaliate? Matthew 5: 38-40 says, ““You have heard that it was said, an 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. But I say to you that you must not oppose those who want to hurt you. If 
people slap you on your right cheek, you must turn the left cheek to them as well. When they wish to haul you 
to court and take your shirt, let them have your coat too.” In the advent season, we anticipate the birth of Jesus, 
who showed love to all even those who persecuted and opposed him. That’s the same love we are asked to 
show to everyone in our lives, that includes the stranger and those who oppose us.

Joy: Joy is a hard one to wrangle with I’ll admit. I think that’s in part that the word joy implies that we be happy. 
I can recall many days where a kid(s) would be sad because he/she missed their parents. It wasn’t that they 
were far away on vacation, most of the time the parents were working. But they expressed something other 
than joy or happiness. The same is true for us. There are times in our everyday lives where it is hard to express 
joy or happiness. The interesting thing about joy is that it comes from holding hope and love together not from 
pretending everything is fine. So, as long as we can hold hope and love we still carry joy with us, even in hard 
times.

Peace: Talking to the kids about the poor choices they make and the consequences of those poor choices 
always came down to a peacemaking between the party or parties involved. For that peacemaking to come 
to fruition an understanding about hope, love, and joy have to be at least understood. Let me be clear when 
I say peace I don’t mean that everything is quiet because with Kindergarten through 4th graders that’s nearly 
impossible. What I mean by peace is that there is harmony.

During advent, the invitation of peace is for us to be peacemakers not peacekeepers. I believe by being 
peacemakers we recognize when there is a need for disrupting for peace and we recognize that for peace 
to happen it’s not always going to be cozy. Making or rather creating peace means we believe in a peaceful 
imagination that dares towards hope, love, and joy. 

Friends, may we all continue to be open to the lessons of hope, love, joy, and peace in our lives. 
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JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday 
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 3 
through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class, 
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups 
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith 
Formation class that meets at the same time as the 
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only 
twice per month and in the third floor classroom.

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms 
before worship. Yes! Friends are welcome at Sunday 
School. Just have a parent complete a Registration Form 
and bring it with the child.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
New (1st year) confirmands ... please watch The 
Interpreter for your next scheduled class. The final 
piece of the Advent box has arrived you can pick it up 
from Pastor Lucas.

2nd year Confirmation students meet each Wednesday 
evening. Students attend worship at 6:00 PM and 
then meet directly afterwards for class and discussion. 
Confirmation classes will last two hours and will meet 
in the third floor classroom/youth room.

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy to 
care for them during the service. 

We are always looking for more adult volunteers to staff 
the nursery, so if you love to cuddle on babies, contact 
Sally Woller at 715.536.9870 to volunteer.

Christmas Shopping is more 
satisfying when you do it with Scrip! 

Plan ahead and buy your Christmas 
cash Scrip this Sunday!

SUNDAY SCHOOL BREAK
Sunday School will take a break for the winter holidays 
on Sunday, December 30. There WILL be Sunday 
School on Sunday, December 23, and Sunday School 
will resume again on Sunday, January 6, 2019.

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
Sometimes, for many people, the holidays aren’t 
those happy times Hallmark movies are made of. The 
holidays can be a sad time ... a lonely time ... a time of 
remembering and experiencing loss ... or feeling lost.

Come and find some light in the middle of darkness. 
Join us for a Blue Christmas Worship Service on 
Wednesday evening, December 19, at 6:00 PM. All 
are invited!

BLUE CHRISTMAS ...

a non-traditional holiday service 
for those who are stressed, 

lonely, or hurting
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• December 16 @ 6:00 PM - Youth Gathering: 
- Bake cookies for Kindhearted Home Care 
- Pack up care packages with cards MSYG made 
- Make baked goods to sell December 23

• December 19 - meet at church @ 3:15 PM - 
Deliver Christmas care packages to Kindhearted

• December 23 after worship - High School 
Youth Group Bake Sale

• January 12 @ 4:30 PM until January 13 after 
worship - Lock-in at Church. Please sign up by 
January 6. Bring $5 to offset cost of food.

• January 27 @ 6:00 PM - Movie Night with 
pizza after worship - Youth Gathering

• February 17 after worship - Youth Gathering

• March 17 @ 5:45 PM - Movie Night with pizza

• April 14 @ 6:00 PM - Youth Gathering

• May 12 @ 9:00 AM - Youth Led Worship

• June 9 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM 
Youth Gathering:  Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

• Summer:  Noah’s Ark, Fundraisers, Fun!!

Invite your friends to attend any youth events! Just 
have their parents fill out a form!

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (Grades 6-8)
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• December 16 after worship 10:00 AM -  
12:00 PM - Youth Gathering - Service Project

• December 19 - meet at church @ 3:15 PM - 
Deliver Christmas care packages to Kindhearted

• February 9 @ 4:30 PM until February 10  
after worship:  Lock-In. Food provided. Sign up 
by February 3

• May 12 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM   
Youth Gathering:  Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Our next Faith Formation Class will meet in the Third 
Floor Classroom at 9:00 AM on Sunday, January 6, 
2019! See you in the New Year!

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

POINSETTIAS
If you would like to bring a poinsettia to decorate the 
church for the holidays, you are invited to drop it off in 
the office during regular office hours. Your poinsettia 

can be in memory 
or in honor of 
someone, and we 
will print those 
intentions in The 
Interpreter (optional) 
A sign-up sheet for 
that is in the office. 
If you would like 
your poinsettia back 
after the holiday 
season, please label 
your plant clearly. 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED AND CHRISTMAS FUND
Contribution envelopes for Neighbors in Need and the 
Christmas Fund are available in the pews for anyone 
who would like to contribution to these worthy causes. 
We know Saint Stephens has, in the past, always had a 
strong commitment to being a 5 for 5 UCC Church. We 
still want to make this opportunity available but will not 
be running formal campaigns as in past years. Feel free 
to participate!

NO DINNER @ FIVE ON CHRISTMAS EVE
There will be no Dinner @ Five meal on Christmas Eve. 
Please mark your calendars and plan ahead. Most of 
our volunteers will be attending worship services and 
celebrating Christ’s birth with their family and friends. 
We WILL have a Dinner @ Five meal, as usual, at 5:00 
PM on New Year’s Eve.
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Nearby

“I will take you from the nations, and gather you from 
all the countries, and bring you into your own land.” - 
Ezekiel 36:24

Almost 500 years ago today, a man named Juan Diego 
was walking on a hill just outside a young Mexico City, 
when he was stopped by the apparition of a young 
woman. She was, she told him, the mother of God, the 
Virgin Mary. All the stories of this God he’d heard to 
that point had been on the lips of the Spanish-speaking 
newcomers, by whom he had been baptized a few 
years previously, so he was shocked to hear her tell 
him this in his own native language. He wasn’t shocked, 
however, when the Spanish bishop didn’t believe 
him. The bishop asked him to ask for a sign, and she 
obliged: she told Juan Diego to gather flowers from the 

top of the hill, where no flowers would normally have 
grown. When he got there, he found it covered with 
Spanish roses not native to Mexico. He picked them, 
she arranged them in his cloak, and when he brought 
the bundle to the bishop and opened it, the flowers 
fell out, leaving behind one of the most important 
religious images the world has ever known: the Virgin 
of Guadalupe.

God promises to take us from the nations and bring us 
into our own land. But that can only happen if God visits 
us in our nation, in our home, first. This is the miracle 
we wait for at Advent: God does not wait in a far place 
for us to come to God. God comes close, to the place 
where we are. And when God shows up, God comes 
not speaking the language of the Conquerors, but with 
our own native language on God’s lips.

If you’re looking for God, look to the stars and to ancient 
texts, yes, but also look nearby: the hill just outside of 
town, the barn out back, the other room. God’s plan 
is to establish you in glory ... but God will meet you 
where you are, first.

Prayer

O God, come to me here, in this regular old place. Bring 
to me the scent of flowers from far lands, and impress 
your image on my heart.

by Quinn G. Caldwell

SAINT STEPHENS 
MUGS ON SALE - 
NOW ONLY $10

Saint Stephens logo’d 
stainless mugs:  WERE 
$20 each, Now On 
Sale for Only $10 
each. Stop in the 
Church Office during 
normal business hours 
to purchase! They 
really keep things hot (or cold) and 
are great stocking stuffers!

RE-MEMBER 2019
The dates have been set! Our 2019 Re-Member trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation will be August 3-9, 2019, and 
we’d love for you to join us! The cost is $549 per person. If you are interested in going but finances are an issue, 
please talk to Rev. Carnes.

It’s not too early to register! We are hoping to get a good-sized group together this year, and you can make 
payments on the cost over the next 9 months. That’s only $61 per month to make the trip. Who’s with us?
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SCRIP SALES IN OFFICE LIMITED IN DECEMBER
From December 7-December 31, Scrip sales in the 
office will NOT be consistently available, as Tina is 
having a second surgery, December 7. Volunteers will 
be helping staff the office while she recovers. If you 
need to purchase Scrip, please purchase before or after 
worship on Sundays. You may luck out with a volunteer 
in the office who can sell Scrip, but most cannot, so it is 
best to call ahead before stopping in. You can also call 
Rich Dabbert at 715.536.7702 if there is no one in the 
office who can help you, and he may be able to come 
in to help you with your Scrip purchase. 

Give the Gift that Keeps on 
Giving ... Use SCRIP.

Remember ... SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!

HOLIDAY OFFICE NOTES
The Interpreter will NOT be published 
the week of Christmas OR the week of 
New Year’s.

The Office will be CLOSED on the 
following dates to allow our staff to 
enjoy the holidays at home with their 
families:

Monday, December 24, 2018 
Tuesday, December 25, 2018 
Wednesday, December 26, 2018
Monday, December 31, 2018
Tuesday, January 1, 2019

There will be NO WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP 
on Wednesday, December 26, 2018, OR Wednesday, 
January 2, 2019. Please join us for Wednesday evening 
worship again on Wednesday, January 9, 2019.

SAINT STEPHENS
Candlelight Christmas Eve

    4:00 PM
    7:00 PM
    9:00 PM  with 
       communion

PLANNING AHEAD FOR 
CHRISTMAS EVE
This year Christmas Eve worship services 
will be held at:  4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 
9:00 PM. This seemed to work well last 

year, and makes it easier for families, especially those 
with small children, to come and worship together. 
There will be no worship service on Christmas Day, 
Tuesday, December 25.  

LESSONS AND CAROLS
As has become tradition, our Sunday 
after Christmas worship service, which 
falls on Sunday, December 30, this year, 
will be our Carols and Lessons service. 
Plan to come and rejoice in the spirit of 
the season. Let your Light Shine!

A Christmas Gift for Saint Stephens!

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to use in place of cash! 
And Saint Stephens benefits!

Smaller denominations of many favorite vendors are 
available to purchase for stocking stuffers!

CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Our Choir will give their annual Christmas Concert as 
a part of worship on Sunday, December 23, at 9:00 
AM. Note:  This is a correction to the date previously 
published. Please join us to enjoy songs of the season to 
soothe your spirit during these hectic pre-holiday days.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 -THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - Worship at 9:00 AM -  

with Nursery (ages 0-3, in the third floor nursery);  9:00 AM Sunday School in Classrooms; 
Coffee Hour after worship in the Kuck Lounge- Please join us! 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Contemplative Style Worship EXCEPT No Wednesday Worship on 

December 26, 2018, or January 2, 2019
BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE:  Wednesday, December 19 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT DURING WORSHIP:  Sunday, December 23 
LESSONS & CAROLS:  Sunday, December 30

SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed in a January issue of The Interpreter when Tina returns to 

the office. We keep her in our prayers as she recovers from surgery.

SALVATION ARMY RINGING THE BELLS
The Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign will begin soon! We are looking for volunteers 
to ring the bells on behalf of Saint Stephens on December 14 and 15 from 8:00 AM 
to 6:00 PM. Sign up is for one-hour shifts and we will be ringing the bells outside the 
Merrill Walmart. A sign-up sheet is on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Let’s ring some 
bells! P.S. The Salvation Army and this Campaign helps Food For Kids!

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING
We as a church have a lot going on with the Capital Campaign and the call to support it. The church council is 
very aware of what is being asked financially of the congregation. We are not asking anyone to give more then 
they feel they can give, but to give what you’re able. We are so grateful for everyone and what you do!

With the Christmas season upon us, it has become a tradition our church started three years ago of taking a 
Christmas Eve offering and donating it to a charity. Your church council has voted unanimously that we continue 
this tradition. I am asking the congregation also to continue supporting this wonderful tradition.

There are some that feel we need to take care of our own church before giving the Christmas Eve offering away.The 
Council agrees with this, also recognizes that it is important for Saint Stephens to conitnue as a community leader 
in caring for the community. Please remember that your weekly offering goes to the general fund that pays the bills 
of the church. The Capital Campaign will pay for the much needed repairs to the church and the new organ. The 
Christmas Eve offering will go to help those in need. Please use the weekly envelopes to support the basic needs 
of the congregation, and if you’d like to make a Christmas Eve donation please use the Christmas envelope. This 
offering is not instead of basic support to the church. Please keep your commitments to the general fund!

For me, I ask these questions, what is the pupose of our church if it isn’t to help others? It has been said to me 
that giving to charities just enables others to not help themselves. There may some truth in that statment, but do 
we leave the children and those unable to help themselves to suffer? What do the parables read to us say about 
giving? What about being a cheerful giver or the widow that gave her last two pennies to help others? Isn’t this the 
mission of Christ, the mission of the church, the mission of each of us that proclaim to be Christians?

At a church leadership conference I was asked, is your church a cruiseship or a battleship? The cruiseship just 
serves the comforts and needs of its own congregation where as the battleship serves its congregation AND the 
mission of Christ. I ask this congregation, are we a cruiseship or a battleship? I hope that you feel as I do, that the 
battleship “Saint Stephens” is here to serve and this is one way we do that, each Christmas season.

God Bless all of you and I’ll see you Christmas Eve,
    Cliff Williams, Council Vice President



December 11, 2018
Page 9THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

At 5 PM Monday

Roast Turkey, Potatoes, Peas, beverages, and dessert.

PLEASE NOTE:  We will NOT have a Dinner @ Five 
meal on Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24.

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text  SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Vacancy
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

SAINT STEPHENS SERVICE AT BELL TOWER
Monthly worship service at Bell Tower Residence is 
back! Our next service will be held at 1:45 PM on Friday, 
December 14. If you have family members at Bell Tower, 
please bring them to the service and join us!

PINE CREST WORSHIP
The December Pine Crest worship service will be held 
at 3:00 PM on Thursday, December 13. Members 
scheduled to assist residents to the service are Kathy 
Case and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will 
lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the 
pianist.

O Come, O Come ... Emmanuel!

Wednesday evening worship  
beginning at 6:00 PM

A simple, meditative, communion service.

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

Our world needs more of ... this.
Join us. 

All are welcome.



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 ... Third Sunday of Advent
  Rev. Kyle Carnes preaching 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-3) Available. 
Sunday School 9:00 AM in Classrooms. 

Musicians are Darlene Johnson, Jim Bjorklund and the Choir. 
Flowers on the altar are in memory of Bill and Dorothhy Hommerding and Willie 

Detert from Joel and Sue Wendt.
Flowers on the piano are in honor of what would have been our parent’s Jerry and 

Carol Plautz’s 55th wedding anniversary on December 20 from Dave and Sue 
Pyan family and Beav and Heather Plautz family, and Wendy Plautz family.

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of my mother Verna Kamke from Marge 
and Phil Kamke.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Rathke family. 
Nursery will be staffed this morning.

Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 
Nancy Seidel, Charles Reinhardt, Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz.

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly Wallace, Chris & 
Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:15 Executive Committee 
 6:00 Church Council 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 
  12:00 Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12 
 The new organ is delivered!
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship  
 7:00 2nd Year Confirmation 
 7:00 Choir Practice

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)  
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14 
 12:00 Alcholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15 
 10:00 Girl Scouts (Pre-K Group)
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.


