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November 27, 2018Advent, Not Christmas, Is Here
Three weeks ago, I started listening to recordings of 
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” I decided that I could 
get away with it because that song is technically for 
the season of Advent and not for Christmas, so I 
wasn’t breaking the rule of Christmas music before 
Thanksgiving. But I also decided more broadly that I 
wasn’t going to begrudge the coming of Advent and 
Christmas, and just start early. Complaining takes more 
effort ,and none of us can complain and be joyful at 
the same time. It’s impossible.

I am still irritated that Sam’s Club had Christmas tree displays up before Halloween, 
however. But even that brought me some clarity. It’s not the idea that someone 
jumped the gun on Christmas that bothers me, it’s that the only people who seem to 
care about getting a jump on Christmas are those who anticipate a commercial gain 
by getting a jump on their competition. Merry Christmas? 

When the snow begins to fall, I’m ready for Christmas. I’m never ready for Christmas 
to be consumed and dominated by our rampant and out-of-control commercialism 
and materialism that is the source of so much suffering. But I am always ready for 
Advent and Christmas.

I have tried to own that I am always ready to sing, “O come, O come, Emmanuel, and 
ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here, until the son of God appears. 
Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel, shall come to thee O Israel.” It’s truly one of my favorite 
hymns. And besides that, tell me when is the wrong season to call for God to come 
be with us? Emmanuel - God with us.

I also decided that my other opposition to Christmas coming “too soon” was that it 
was inconvenient to my schedule. It was out of order, and I don’t have time, patience, 
energy, or attention to spare for something to be out of place or out of order. And yet, 
wasn’t the first Christmas a surprise? Doesn’t the gospel say, be ready, keep our lamps 
trimmed and burning, because we do not know the hour when God will come again? 

My inconvenience began to sound like a bad reason to not sing “O come, O come 
Emmanuel, come O God and be with us … be with me.”

So, once I gave myself permission to despise what the market turns Christmas into, 
which is worthy of being despised, and remembered that I deeply love Christmas and 
genuinely revere the season of Advent, I decided I might as well stop throwing out 
the baby Jesus with the proverbial dirty Christmas bath water.

What we celebrate at Christmas and what we anticipate during Advent are too 
important to let the cultural sins of commercialism and materialism keep me from 
singing. 

If Advent is about learning how to wait in holy anticipation for God, then rushing 
around to please people is counter to that. If Christmas is about celebrating that 
we were given a human example that demonstrated what God wants from us - to 
mimic the life of Jesus, then we can’t allow commercialism to win. By putting off our 
due celebrations and our mutual cry, our mutual proclamation of hope, O Come, 
O come, Emmanuel, we risk exacerbating the suffering of this world. How can we 
justify putting off our singing when the world needs far fewer complainers, and far 
more willing singers to sing a new song (or even an old song) of hope?

O Come, O Come …

Advent blessings, Kyle
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MERRILL FOOD PANTRY NEEDS:  Ramen noodles, 
Soups, Macaroni & Cheese, Rice, and Canned Tuna

DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS
We will be decorating the sanctuary and setting up the 
Christmas tree on Saturday, December 1, beginning at 
7:00 AM. We’d love for you to come and help and 
get in the spirit of the season! No RSVP necessary. Just 
come and pitch in!

Food Pantry 
Donations totaled 

330 pounds in 
November! Thank 

You!

Don’t forget to bring your  
Food Pantry offerings to  

church this Sunday!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES
(We will post the most recent updates here.  

For the complete timeline dating back to early September 2018, please see 
back issues of The Interpreter.)

November 27, 2018  

We await the beginning of work on the sanctuary roof of the church 
and exterior paint and partial lead abatement at the parsonage. 
Meantime, work has already begun to prepare the new speaker system 

for the new organ. That’s exciting! We do want to reiterate that we are beginning work on projects as 
commitments indicate projects will be funded. We are NOT just starting work on all of our dream projects 
without funding in place. 

Our Goal is $700,000. As of two weeks ago, Commitments received totaled $352,418, putting us at  
50% of our goal. As of that time, we had received 90 of approximately 550+ Commitment Cards back, 
or about 16% of individuals and families participating. We should have updated numbers available in 
time for next week’s Interpreter. 

If you haven’t sent in your Commitment Card yet, please continue to pray and consider what you will 
contribute. There is no gift too small! The time is NOW! Then send in your card. Even if you cannot 
contribute, please return your card to help us achieve our Goal of 100% participation. Thank you!

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
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SALVATION ARMY RINGING THE BELLS
The Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign will begin soon! We are looking for volunteers 
to ring the bells on behalf of Saint Stephens on December 14 and 15 from 8:00 AM 
to 6:00 PM. Sign up is for one-hour shifts and we will be ringing the bells outside the 
Merrill Walmart. A sign-up sheet is on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Let’s ring some 
bells! P.S. The Salvation Army and this Campaign helps Food For Kids!

The Spirit of Christmas
It never seems to fail that as soon as Thanksgiving Day 
has passed, we all move right into Christmas. Even on 
the radio, if you still listen to that thing in your car or at 
work, you will begin to start hearing Christmas music 
on November 23rd. And why wouldn’t we? Christmas is 
the next holiday for us to look forward to, and the only 
way to get into the “Christmas Spirit” is to be constantly 
encouraged by music and decorations. Or is it?

Out of curiosity, I googled “How do I get into the 
Christmas spirit” to see what the Internet finds to be the 
best option(s). The answers ranged from turn on holiday 
tunes to throw a holiday party to put up a tree. I found 
it interesting that out of the results, there was little mention of doing something for others to get into the Christmas 
Spirit. How can we truly be in the Christmas spirit and celebrate Christ’s birth if we do things only for ourselves and 
are more concerned about how big our tree is or how many lights we have on our house?

Honestly, I don’t know if we fully can be if that’s all we do. Is it fun to have lights and a tree? Heck yeah it is. But, 
if you could remove the tree, lights, presents, food, and music, the spirit of Christmas would still remain. So, what 
does it mean to be in the Christmas spirit? Well, if to have a spirit of thanksgiving is the expression of gratitude, it 
only makes sense to me if the spirit of Christmas is to bring people together. On Christmas, we celebrate the birth 

of Jesus, who is a symbol of hope, peace, joy, and love. Each of these symbols is a way 
of bringing people together, and Jesus lived into each of them throughout his entire 
ministry. The spirit of Christmas calls us to bring people together through the expressions 
of hope, peace, joy, and love. Furthermore, when we embrace the spirit of Christmas, 
with hope, peace, joy, and love, we resemble the character of Jesus.

I wonder if, when we see someone on the street corner begging for a meal or for some 
spare change, if we would express God’s love for them through our actions. It makes me 
think of all of the families this year who are going without something, and yet they tend 
to express gratitude, hope, peace, joy, and love better than those of us that have more 
than them. It’s a lesson in appreciating what we have, not what we want or need. Surely, 
we can express the Christmas spirit if those less fortunate can. 

To embrace the spirit of Christmas, reach down within yourselves and be willing to give 
others your love. Such actions show that we understand the spirit of Christmas. We can 

enjoy this period more fully when we come together, because no gift can ever equal the love we express to another 
person and the time spent together with them.

Sisters and brothers, in this advent and Christmas time, may the Spirit of Christmas find its place within your hearts. 
May it guide you to express gratitude toward one another and help you to bring people together with hope, peace, 
joy, and love.
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Christmas Spirit
Santa’s Helpers Needed!!

The Christmas Spirit Giving Tree has now been placed near the Second Street entry to the church by the Coffee 
pot - not far from the Scrip table and the coat closet.

Can you put on your Santa Elf hat this week, stop by the church when you are about town, select a tag (and sign 
it out on the Gift Registration sheet near the tree), and shop for a special gift to bring joy and love to a child this 
Christmas? Remember that you will be the ONLY source of gifts for the child on your tag this Christmas.

Return the gifts, UNWRAPPED – in a gift bag with handles, along with 
the ORIGINAL GIFT TAG, to the church office no later than Sunday, 
December 9, for check in and distribution to the children in time for 
Christmas.

If you aren’t able to shop for a child, you can also send donations (SCRIP 
cards for Walmart would be great!) so we can purchase needed gifts.

Mail to:          Christmas Spirit
                      PO Box 912
                      Merrill, WI  54452

Thank you for choosing to participate in the Christmas Spirit Program! 
It is because of you, and people like you, that we can all join together  
throughout Lincoln County and support one another during this holiday 
season!

RE-MEMBER 2019
The dates have 
been set! Our 
2019 Re-Member 
trip to the Pine 
Ridge Reservation 
will be August 
3-9, 2019, and 
we’d love for you 
to join us! The 
cost is $549 per 
person. If you are 
interested in going 

but finances are an issue, please talk to Rev. Carnes.

It’s not too early to register! We are hoping to get a 
good-sized group together this year, and you can make 
payments on the cost over the next 9 months. That’s 
only $61 per month to make the trip. Who’s with us?

O Come, O Come ... Emmanuel!
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O’Tannenbaum Tour 2018

Saturday, December 1:  10 AM - 7 PM
Sunday, December 2:  10 AM - 3 PM

at  
St. Stephens United Church of Christ

Admission:
Adults (12 and up) $3
Children 6-12 $1
Age 5 and Under FREE

Proceeds benefit  
Lincoln County 4-H  
projects  and  
community programs.

It’s Beginning to Look A Lot Like Christmas ... 
Mark Your Calendars for These Area Events
Merrill will ring in the Christmas season Saturday, 
December 1 with a Christmas Parade at 5 p.m.

Immediately following the Christmas Parade, Bell Tower 
Residence, 1500 O’Day Street, invites you to come and 
enjoy the bright decorations and lights and get into the 
holiday spirit with their annual luminaria display.

And don’t forget to come to our church to enjoy the 
O’Tannenbaum Tour on Saturday, December 1 and 
Sunday, December 2. (See details on right.)

CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Our Choir will give their annual Christmas Concert as a 
part of worship on Sunday, December 16, at 9:00 AM. 
Please join us to enjoy songs of the season to soothe 
your spirit during these hectic pre-holiday days.

POINSETTIAS
If you would like to bring a poinsettia to decorate 
the church for the holidays, you are invited to drop it 
off in the office during regular office hours. You can 

have your poinsettia be 
in memory or in honor 
of someone, and we will 
print those intentions in 
The Interpreter. A sign-
up sheet for that is in the 
office. BUT you don’t 
have to have a memorial 
to bring a poinsettia! That 
is completely optional. 
If you would like your 

poinsettia back after the holiday season, please label 
your plant clearly. 

WAUSAU LYRIC CHOIR

Presents its 2018 Christmas Concert:

Christmas Classics - A Joyful 
Celebration

Saturday, December 8, at 7:30 PM 
and

Sunday, December 9, at 3:00 PM

at First Presbyterian Church
406 Grant Street, downtown Wausau

There is no charge to attend the concert and no tickets 
are needed, but free-will donations will be accepted.

FLOAT IN CHRISTMAS PARADE
Want to ride along on the Saint Stephens float in this 
year’s Christmas parade this Saturday, December 1? 
Meet up with us in the large church parking lot at 3:45 
PM to get loaded on the float. Then we’ll head to Family 
Dollar to lineup. The parade starts at 5, but the earlier 
we are there to line up, the closer to the front we will be.  
The float will make its way back to the parking lot after 
the parade. Nothing special to wear…just bundle up. 
We are not able to walk or throw candy in the parade, 
so we will all be riding on the float.
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JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday 
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 3 
through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class, 
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups 
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith 
Formation class that meets at the same time as the 
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only 
twice per month and in the third floor classroom.

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms 
before worship. Yes! Friends are welcome at Sunday 
School. Just have a parent complete a Registration Form 
and bring it with the child.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
New (1st year) confirmands ... please watch The Interpreter for your next 
scheduled class.

2nd year Confirmation students meet each Wednesday evening. Students 
attend worship at 6:00 PM and then meet directly afterwards for class 
and discussion. Confirmation classes will last two hours and will meet in 
the third floor classroom/youth room.

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Our next Faith Formation Class will meet in the Third 
Floor Classroom at 9:00 AM  Sunday, December 2, and 
Sunday, December 9. All 7th and 8th grade students 
should plan to join us. See you then!

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy to 
care for them during the service. 

We are always looking for more adult volunteers to staff 
the nursery, so if you love to cuddle on babies, contact 
Sally Woller at 715.536.9870 to volunteer.

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!
We’ll be going Christmas 
caroling on Sunday, 
December 9, after 
worship, and plan to 
carol at various assisted 
living homes and at the 
homes of some shut-ins. 
Join the group and help 

us spread the Christmas spirit. Please sign up in the 
office. If you know of someone we should visit, call the 
office to let us know. 

NO DINNER @ FIVE ON CHRISTMAS EVE
There will be no Dinner @ Five meal on Christmas Eve. 
Please mark your calendars and plan ahead. Most of 
our volunteers will be attending worship services and 
celebrating Christ’s birth with their family and friends. 
We WILL have a Dinner @ Five meal, as usual, at 5:00 
PM on New Year’s Eve.
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YOUTH
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH

Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• December 9 after worship - Go caroling with 
other church folk, enjoy pizza afterward @ 
church

• December 16 @ 6:00 PM - Youth Gathering: 
- Bake cookies for Kindhearted Home Care 
- Pack up care packages with cards MSYG made 
- Make pies to sell December 23

• December 19 - meet at church @ 3:15 PM - 
Deliver Christmas care packages to Kindhearted

• December 23 after worship - High School 
Youth Group Pie Sale

• January 12 @ 4:30 PM until January 13 after 
worship - Lock-in at Church. Please sign up by 
January 6. Bring $5 to offset cost of food.

• February 3 @ 6:00 PM - Movie Night with 
pizza after worship - Youth Gathering

• February 17 after worship - Youth Gathering

• March 17 @ 5:45 PM - Movie Night with pizza

• April 14 @ 6:00 PM - Youth Gathering

• May 12 @ 9:00 AM - Youth Led Worship

• June 9 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM 
Youth Gathering:  Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

• Summer:  Noah’s Ark, Fundraisers, Fun!!

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (Grades 6-8)
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• December 16 after worship 10:00 AM -  
12:00 PM - Youth Gathering - Service Project

• December 19 - meet at church @ 3:15 PM - 
Deliver Christmas care packages to Kindhearted

• February 9 @ 4:30 PM until February 10  
after worship:  Lock-In. Food provided. Sign up 
by February 3

• May 12 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM   
Youth Gathering:  Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

MSYG RETREAT/LOCK-IN/BAKE SALE A SUCCESS
The weekend of November 17 & 18 the Middle School 
Youth Group (MSYG) held a Retreat/Lock-in at church. 
For the retreat part of the evening, we centered our 
discussion on homelessness. We talked to the youth 
about what they knew about homelessness, and did 
some hands on learning about it. Youth built sleeping 
shanties out of cardboard boxes and slept in them over 
night. We also did “dinner on a budget” where, by 
random draw, the youth were given various amounts of 
play money and had to purchase food and/or beverages 
with what they had. The idea was that the youth with 
less play money would have to ask or beg or find a 
way to get more money from those who had more play 
money. The hope was that the youth would see why 
homeless women and men may have to beg for money.

The lock-in portions of the evening included two  
scavenger hunts, baking for the bake sale, hanging out 
upstairs, playing Pictionary or other various games, and 
watching Inside Out.

Thank you to all of the youth who came and made it 
the fun night it was, and thank you to Shelly Burnett 
for her assistance helping me with the youth! I would 
like to extend a special thank you to everyone who 
brought in baked goods and purchased baked goods at 
our bake sale on November 18. The youth appreciate 
your contribution to help them expand the possibilities 
of what we can do as a youth group!

- Rev. Lucas
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Hope is a Verb

“Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like 
angels and are children of God, being children of the 
resurrection.” - Luke 20:36

“When I was growing up in eastern North Carolina,” 
the Rev. William Barber says, “I used to love to sit in 
my grandmama’s kitchen and listen to her sing as she 
made dinner. Whenever she was done cooking, she’d 
give me a plate to eat. Then she and some of the other 
sisters from the church would make up some to-go 
plates and, with their aprons still on, they’d head out 
the door to visit the sick and shut-in. ‘We going to hope 
somebody,’ Grandmama would say.”

He loved his grandmama but he was convinced she 

had really bad grammar. He knew well that hope isn’t 
a verb.

He’s right. It isn’t a verb until you or I need it to be. 
The rules of grammar must change because a child of 
the resurrection needs it to change. That’s what the 
Sadducces ask Jesus.

They’ve convinced themselves that they know 
everything there is to know about hope. Nothing is 
unexpected. Everything is clear but that’s not so for the 
work of justice and love.

We don’t do this work because we are convinced we 
will win. We struggle for justice because there isn’t 
enough hope and somebody needs it.

Jesus sides not with the good reverend but with 
Grandmama.

Hope is a verb, he says, that pulls you up from the 
depths of despair, shakes you from your pain and points 
toward life. It’s not just an idea, but it’s what pushes you 
out the door to say that this isn’t the end. This isn’t all 
there is and there is justice to be done.

Head out the door and go hope on somebody.

Prayer

God, make me one of your angels today. Help me to 
hope on somebody. Amen.

By Elsa Cook

SAINT STEPHENS 
MUGS ON SALE - 
NOW ONLY $10

Saint Stephens logo’d 
stainless mugs:  WERE 
$20 each, Now On 
Sale for Only $10 
each. Stop in the 
Church Office during 
normal business hours 
to purchase! They 
really keep things hot (or cold) and 
are great stocking stuffers!

SAINT STEPHENS SERVICE AT BELL TOWER
Monthly worship service at Bell Tower Residence is 
back! Our next service will be held at 1:45 PM on Friday, 
December 14. If you have family members at Bell Tower, 
please bring them to the service and join us!

Christmas Shopping is more 
satisfying when you do it with Scrip! 

Plan ahead and buy your Christmas 
cash Scrip this Sunday!
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SCRIP SALES IN OFFICE LIMITED IN DECEMBER
From December 7-December 31, Scrip sales in the 
office will NOT be consistently available, as Tina is 
having a second surgery, December 7. Volunteers will 
be helping staff the office while she is recovers. If you 
need to purchase Scrip, please purchase before or after 
worship on Sundays. You may luck out with a volunteer 
in the office who can sell Scrip, but most cannot, so it is 
best to call ahead before stopping in. You can also call 
Rich Dabbert at 715.536.7702 if there is no one in the 
office who can help you, and he may be able to come 
in to help you with your Scrip purchase. 

Give the Gift that Keeps on 
Giving ... Use SCRIP.

Remember ... SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!

HOLIDAY OFFICE NOTES
The Interpreter will NOT be published 
the week of Christmas OR the week of 
New Year’s.

The Office will be CLOSED on the 
following dates to allow our staff to 
enjoy the holidays at home with their 
families:

Monday, December 24, 2018 
Tuesday, December 25, 2018 
Wednesday, December 26, 2018
Monday, December 31, 2018
Tuesday, January 1, 2019

There will be NO WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP 
on Wednesday, December 26, 2018, OR Wednesday, 
January 2, 2019. Please join us for Wednesday evening 
worship again on Wednesday, January 9, 2019.

SAINT STEPHENS
Candlelight Christmas Eve

    4:00 PM
    7:00 PM
    9:00 PM 

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
Sometimes, for many people, the holidays aren’t 
those happy times Hallmark movies are made of. The 
holidays can be a sad time ... a lonely time ... a time of 
remembering and experiencing loss ... or feeling lost.

Come and find some light in the middle of darkness. 
Join us for a Blue Christmas Worship Service on 
Wednesday evening, December 19, at 6:00 PM. All 
are invited!

BLUE CHRISTMAS ...

a non-traditional holiday service 
for those who are stressed, 

lonely, or hurting

PLANNING AHEAD FOR 
CHRISTMAS EVE
This year Christmas Eve worship services 
will be held at:  4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 
9:00 PM. This seemed to work well last 

year, and makes it easier for families, especially those 
with small children, to come and worship together. 
There will be no worship service on Christmas Day, 
Tuesday, December 25.  

CAROLS AND LESSONS
As has become tradition, our Sunday 
after Christmas worship service, which 
falls on Sunday, December 30, this year, 
will be our Carols and Lessons service. 
Plan to come and rejoice in the spirit of 
the season. Let your Light Shine!

A Christmas Gift for Saint Stephens!

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to use in place of cash! 
And Saint Stephens benefits!

Smaller denominations of many favorite vendors are 
available to purchase for stocking stuffers!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 - ADVENT BEGINS - Worship at 9:00 AM -  

with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the third floor nursery);  
9:00 AM Sunday School and 7th & 8th Grade Faith Formation in Classrooms; 

Coffee Hour after worship in the Kuck Lounge- Please join us! 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Contemplative Style Worship EXCEPT No Wednesday Worship on 
December 26, 2018, or January 2, 2019

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE:  Wednesday, December 19

SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial 
 $10.00 in memory of Darlene Bettin from Dave & Emily Schwartzman 
 $100.00 in remembrance of those who passed this year from Beverly King 
 $50.00 in memory of Darlene Bettin from Ewald & Marilyn Katke 
 $10.00 in memory of Richard Hagedorn from Betty Krause

Radio 
 $190.00 in loving memory of Scott Berndt and Lisa Berndt-Fischer from their parents, Arlo & Eunice Berndt

Organ Fund
 $250.00 in memory of Carlen & Venita Stevens from Allen & Nancy Lohrbach 
 $50.00  in loving memory of my sister, Audrey Heuser, for her 88th birthday on November 19 from  
  Eunice Schubert 
 $68.00 in memory of my wife, Linda Perry, on her 68th birthday on November 14 from Randy Perry 
 $20.00 in memory of Darlene Bettin from Dave & Cheryl Buck 
 $100.00 in memory of Bill Storm who entered heaven on November 30, 2016, from Charmaine and  
  Family. Psalm 42 
 $20.00 in memory of Amy Rothmeyer from Dan & Patsy Pick

New Roof 
 $250.00 in memory of Carlen & Venita Stevens from Allen & Nancy Lohrbach 
 $100.00 in honor of Gary A Sholund’s birthday, November 26, from Pat Schulz

NOW! Capital Campaign 
 $60.00 in honor of 60th years membership and what would have been our 60th wedding anniversary  
  November 1 from Deloris Bauman 
 $20.00 in memory of Darlene Bettin from Jerry & Elmira Krause 
 $25.00 in memory of my brother, Larry Keeney, for Totenfest from Diana Catlin 
 $25.00 in memory of Darlene Bettin from Melita & Roland Hall 
 $30.00 in memory of Darlene Bettin from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 

Electrical Fund 
 $20.00 in memory of Darlene Bettin from Gay & Sally Oberg

SCRIP PARTICIPANTS:  NO PREPAID CARD OR CERTIFICATE NEEDED
Did You Know? ... Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products will send a 

percentage of your purchase of $100 or more (when you use cash or a check) to Saint Stephens. Miller 
Furniture and Courtside Furniture also participate in the Scrip program in this same manner. Just tell 

whichever store you are shopping at that you belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 
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At 5 PM Monday

Sweet & Sour Chicken -OR- BBQ Chicken, Over Rice 
Hot Vegetable, Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

PLEASE NOTE:  We will NOT have a Dinner @ Five 
meal on Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
December 9, 30 

January 6, 13, 20, 27

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

December 2, 25 
January 6, 13, 20, 27

Coffee Hour 
December 9, 23, 30 
January 6, 13, 20, 27

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text  SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

DINNER @ FIVE CHRISTMAS SHARING
Supporters and staff of our community dinner, Dinner 
@ Five, would once again like to show our appreciation 
for our guests. Do you have a simple craft item (i.e., 
a scarf, dish towel, doll clothes, etc.) left over that 
needs a home? Or maybe a knickknack or some sports 
memorabilia gathering dust? Wipe those down and 
give them a new home! A donation box will be located 
in the Kuck Lounge. Please consider helping out. Thank 
you for your time, talents, and contributions. Any 
questions? Contact Barb Davenport at 715.536.2902. 
All items must be dropped off by December 9 to enable 
our volunteers to share these gifts with our guests. 
Thank you!



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 ... First Sunday of Advent
Food Pantry Sunday
  Rev. Kyle Carnes preaching 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available. 
Sunday School and 7th & 8th Grade Faith Formation at 9:00 AM in Classrooms. 

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir. 
Flowers on the altar are in honor of, and appreciation for, all volunteers at  

Saint Stephens from Harriet Henrich. 
Radio Ministry is unsponsored at the time of this printing.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Stamm Family.  
Nursery staff were not yet known at the time of printing.

Ushers scheduled will be Les & Pearl Sabatke, Arlo Berndt, Dennis Woller, Darryl 
Frick, Greg Heath, Michael Schroeder, Jeff Forster, and Cliff Williams.

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kevin Golisch, Dave & Sue Pyan, Kent & 
Wendy Reinhardt, Marcus Reinhardt, Matthew Reinhardt, Luke & Jess Golisch, 

Ryan Golisch, Kayla Schulz, Jodi Golisch, and Justin Pyan.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, DECEMBER 3 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Church & Ministry 
 7:00 Dartball

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4 
  12:00 Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship 
 7:00 2nd Year Confirmation 
 7:00 Choir Practice

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)  
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7 
 12:00 Alcholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 
 10:00 Girl Scout Troop #7426
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

USHERS RAFFLE TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE
Get yours before or after worship or from one of the ushers!
Drawing will be held Sunday, December 16, after the 9:00 

AM worship service. Need not be present to win. Tickets are 
$5 each or 4 tickets for $10 or 10 tickets for $20. 

Prices include a Packer helmet autographed by Dave 
Robinson, $250 Mobil Gift Card, 2 Packer tickets to the 

December 30 game against the Detroit Lions, gift cards, jackets, and  
CASH prizes!


