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October 30, 2018WE INTERRUPT YOUR REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED PROGRAMMING

I have listened to NPR since college. I would often 
listen for the whole hour-and-a-half drive back to 
Haslett from Western Michigan University each week 
when I was leading youth group at my childhood 
church. Each year NPR holds two fund drives, where 
they interrupt the regular programming and ask for 
donations … All. Day. Long. It was difficult to pay 
attention during those fund drives, and I often found 
other music to fill the space while I drove. I never got 
as much out of the radio during those periods, and I generally just listened less.

I bet some of you feel like you haven’t gotten as much as you’d like out of church lately. 
My guess is that some of you have already tuned out the capital campaign even though we 
aren’t done just yet. You know you get something - or maybe you even get a lot - out of 
Saint Stephens UCC, but all this talk about money, and projects, and the future is just too 
much. I get it. It’s difficult to stay engaged. There is a lot of resistance to money conversations 
everywhere. And I’ve heard stories about the way that other churches have treated their 
members and friends when it comes to giving, and it’s hard to stomach.

I kept listening to NPR enough though, to hear them say, “If you rely on NPR to bring you your 
news, day in and day out, and you enjoy other programs like A Prairie Home Companion, 
and On Being, (which I did), we rely on the contributions of avid listeners like you for our 
primary source of income. If you are already one of our sustaining members, thank you for 
your support. We couldn’t do it without you. If you have never given to your local public 
radio station, now is a great time to become a first time contributor.” Ugh. 

Eventually, I realized they were talking to me. So, I figured out what I could give from my 
meager income in college, and made a monthly commitment that was withdrawn directly 
out of my checking account every month. It took me years to finally just make the call, and I 
didn’t really think much of it once I did. Just a little relief that I didn’t need to feel guilty twice 
a year. But then something happened I hadn’t expected. Once I contributed, I suddenly felt 
more connected to something I was already a part of, because now I was also doing my part. 
And I was in college, so my part wasn’t much. But it was enough to change my relationship 
to an organization I already cared about.

So I’m asking you to break through the resistance and tune back in for just a bit longer. If you 
haven’t actually taken the time for prayer and conversation, I invite you to do it today. Don’t 
put it off any longer. We don’t have years to wait like I made NPR wait. Talk with your family 
or friends, and figure out how you are deciding what you will contribute over and above your 
regular offering to your church. One difference between this and NPR fund drives is that this 
doesn’t happen twice a year, let alone every year. Saint Stephens has not had a campaign like 
this in over 25 years. That’s why we feel it’s worth spending 5 weeks talking about it to make 
sure we get it right. Our goal is full participation. You are essential to that goal. 

Last week I suggested, if 150 families or individuals (less than 1/3 of the 550 families in this 
congregation) prayerfully committed to an average of $40 per week for the next three years, 
we would vastly surpass our number. And this would not be wasted income, because the 
projects we’ve outlined are truly only the basic necessities at this point. For example we 
could also use a new high-efficiency boiler, but ours currently works, so it didn’t make the 
cut for necessities.

I want to reiterate what Pastor Lucas said this past Sunday, generosity is not about quantity. 
It’s not about a number or value, or even what you give at all. Generosity is about how we 

(Continued on page 3)
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Church: A Place of Vulnerability
Since I have started here at Saint Stephens, one thing I have 
tried to be is vulnerable. What I mean when I say being 
vulnerable, is to open up, allowing others to learn from you 
and you from them. However, it also means that you have 
opened up in such a way that others feel comfortable being 
vulnerable with you. So, did I have to be vulnerable? No, but 
as the “new guy,” I chose to be vulnerable. Why? Because I 
believe that being vulnerable connects us to one another on 
a deeper level. 

The way I look at it, is that without vulnerability, honesty 
seems a bit harder, and without honesty, it’s harder to build 
trust. By being vulnerable with you, I was able to be honest 
with you all and thus build a trust with you all. My hope is 
that this vulnerability and trust I have built with you means 
that you begin to be vulnerable and trusting with me. Because 
if it’s just me being vulnerable with you, how much trust can 
we actually have?

Besides being open with one another and building trust, there 
are a couple of other reasons why I feel being vulnerable is 
helpful. For one, it’s helpful because it’s humbling. By exposing 
and opening ourselves, we can be humbled. Being vulnerable 
is also very humanizing. By this, I mean we are able to better 
ourselves through being vulnerable.

I also feel that being vulnerable can help us in church. Let’s 
be honest for a moment, we like to come to church to be 
comfortable. But why do we have that mindset? When I think 
of being a church, I think of being vulnerable, not comfortable. Look at Jesus’ life and ministry; it was far from being 
comfortable. He actually was more vulnerable than comfortable. So, what if we came to church to be vulnerable?

Well, if we came to church to be vulnerable, I believe we would be closer to what a church should be. A place 
to hold each other accountable, a place to carry each other’s burdens, a place to be humbled, and a place to see 
the truth of our humanity (to name a few). But, if we aren’t willing to be vulnerable, we can’t do that. The problem 
with going to church to be comfortable is that we don’t create a space in which everyone feels they can open up.

Friends, let’s be vulnerable. Let’s come to church not to be comfortable, but to open ourselves up and be honest 
about the work we are doing and the work we need to do. Let’s transform church into a place of healing, a place 
of honesty and trust, a place to be humbled, and a place of vulnerability.

He called a child, whom he put among them, and said, 
“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 
Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. - Matthew 18:2-4 (NRSV)
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(Continued from page 1)

Come For One Last Inspiration Gathering
Come for Pizza & Beer! 

This Sunday, November 4, after worship and Coffee Hour  
(around 10:30 AM), we will caravan from church to  
Stoney Acres, 7002 Rangeline Rd, Athens, WI 54411, 

(or join us on your own) 
for fellowship, to be inspired to act NOW!, and to enjoy pizza, 
beer, and other beverages, co-sponsored by Stoney Acres Farm 

and Church Council! Please join us!!

Commitment Sunday:  November 11 
Remember NOW! For Such A Time As This 

concludes on Sunday, November 11, and 
that will be our Commitment Sunday. Please 
prayerfully consider how the Spirit is moving 

you to be a part of all that Saint Stephens 
is NOW! and will become in the future. 

Commitment Cards will be mailed out this 
week and will be available in church on 

November 11, as well.

give. Generosity is a Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5) and therefore is driven by the Spirit. So, I wonder what generosity looks 
like in your life? Where have you been blessed so that you can bless this congregation you rely upon? This congregation you 
rely upon to be there when you need it; to bring the good news, to provide community, to pray for you. This congregation 
you rely upon to celebrate communion in a way that you cherish. This congregation that is changing lives and transforming 
this community for good. November 11th is Commitment Sunday and we will welcome our newest members into our church 
as well. Please make the time before November 11th to pray and discern how valuable this church has been to you. Bring 
your Commitment Card with you on November 11th and let’s celebrate what God is doing for us in this place. Your regularly 
scheduled programming will resume November 19th.

Blessings for prayer and discernment,

Kyle
Blessings,

“God, what do you want to do,

 through me, 

to accomplish your will 

for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ?”
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES
(We will post the most recent updates here.  

For the complete timeline dating back to early September 2018, please see 
back issues of The Interpreter.)

October 30, 2018 - Something About Giving

You might have noticed we switched weeks 3 and 4 around and 
focused on “Something About Giving” in Sunday’s sermon. We’re still 
focusing on that ... mostly about how we give and how we decide 
what we give and to what and why ... and we’ll talk more about that 

this Sunday as we also explore the theme of Prophetic Imagination. Our Capital Campaign is drawing to 
a close ... it will culminate with Commitment Sunday at worship on November 11 when we will drop our 
Commitment cards into the collection plate, along with any First Fruits offerings (initial campaign offerings) 
we wish to give as our way of starting our Now! Capital Campaign off strong. 

But we’ve also decided to offer yet one more Information & Inspiration gathering this Sunday, November 4, 
at Stoney Acres Farm where we can take time from our busy schedules to share ... ideas and inspiration and 
fellowship and pizza and beer ... as we try to figure out how we individually and as families will commit to 
making things happen Now! at Saint Stephens. We hope you’ll join us! Come and be a part of this. Now!

October 23, 2018 - Dreams of Generations

This week we received our brochures for Now! and had them at church on Sunday so each family could 
pick one up. We are asking that if you were not at church on Sunday, you make it a point to stop in the 
office to pick yours up and that you sign your name on the sheet near the box of brochures so we know 
your family received yours. We will have to mail out brochures to families who do not pick their brochures 
up personally, so if we can avoid that expense, we want to do so.

During Sunday worship, Craig from Generis again joined us for a brief live video feed. Rev. Lucas preached 
his sermon on Dreams of Generations, and then he invited everyone in worship to write a prayer, gratitude, 
or dream for generations to come here at Saint Stephens on a Now! postcard that was inserted into the 
bulletin. This is a time of great hope and excitement as we dream together for the future of our church!

October 16, 2018 - Now! For Such A Time As This

We kicked off our Saint Stephens Capital Campaign last Sunday at the end of our worship service. Craig 
from Generis shared with us via a live video feed. Everyone received an initial handout helping detail what 
we hope to accomplish with our Now! Capital Campaign. We hope you are prayerfully considering the 
role that you and your family can play in helping us commit to do Now! those things we need to do so that 
Saint Stephens can better serve as the Spirit calls us in the future.

You may have noticed on the handout that $700,000 is our initial goal to enable us to make all the required 
and necessary updates to the church and parsonage. Kulp’s of Stratford is scheduled to start work on the 
sanctuary roof in late November 2018. Exterior paint and partial lead abatement work in the parsonage is 
scheduled to begin in early November 2018. And we are still assessing the electrical work to be done and 
getting bids from contractors.

October 9, 2018

We held our fourth Information & Inspiration Gathering on Sunday, October 7. And now ... the official 
start is here. It’s time for us to be prayerful and attentive and begin our individual work ... imagining what 
is possible here at Saint Stephens if we all work together, collectively, perhaps even a little sacrificially 
... and we will do that this Sunday when we officially kick off our Capital Campaign. The time is Now! 



SANCTUARY ROOF - 
$125,000

NEW ORGAN - 
$100,000

UPGRADING ELECTRICAL SYSTEM - 
$100,000 (HIGH ESTIMATE)

PARSONAGE AND GARAGE ROOF - 
$36,000

SANCTUARY RENOVATION - 
$120,000 (LOW ESTIMATE)

LEAD ABATEMENT, WINDOW REPLACEMENT 
AND EXTERIOR PAINT PARSONAGE - $90,000

$700,000

RENOVATION
COST BREAKDOWN*

UPDATED FELLOWSHIP HALL AND 
KITCHEN- $100,000

GENERIS CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
EXPENSES - $29,000

* all figures are approximate and subject to change

 X Now … so later we can build stronger ministries for our children and grandchildren. 

 X Now … so later we can feed more people and care more for the community. 

 X Now … so later we can welcome the community into our doors more fully. 

 X Now … so later we can build stronger community within our walls through 
baptisms, confirmations, weddings, ordinations, and funerals. 

HOW MUCH MONEY ARE WE TRYING TO RAISE? WHAT IS THE GOAL?
$700,000 is the minimum we want to raise.  This will allow us to make all the required and necessary updates to the 
church and parsonage:

WHEN DOES THE CAMPAIGN START, WHEN DOES THE CAMPAIGN END?
Our campaign officially begins on Sunday, October 14, and will conclude in three years.



Gifts
Needed Weekly Gift Annual 

Gift
  3 Year 

Commitment
Cumulative 

Total

1 $449 $23,333 $70,000 $70,000

1 $321 $16,667 $50,000 $120,000

2 $224 $11,667 $35,000 $190,000

3 $160 $8,333 $25,000 $265,000

4 $115 $6,000 $18,000 $337,000

6 $77 $4,000 $12,000 $409,000

10 $58 $3,000 $9,000 $499,000

12 $32 $1,667 $5,000 $559,000

14 $22 $1,167 $3,500 $608,000

15 $13 $667 $2,000 $638,000

22 $6 $333 $1,000 $660,000

40 $3 $167 $500 $680,000

80 $2 $83 $250 $700,000

WE CAN
DO THIS. 
HERE’S HOW.
A project of this size 
necessitates special fundraising 
and over-and-above giving by 
the members of our church.
We will talk more about that 
in the weeks ahead, but this is 
something we can do! The table 
to the right is a sketch of what 
it will take to accomplish our 
goals in the NOW! campaign.

DATES TO 
REMEMBER:  
Sunday, October 14
Launch Sunday 
For Such a Time as This

Sunday, October 21
Week 2
Dreams of Generations

Sunday, October 28
Week 3
Prophetic Imagination

Sunday, November 4
Week 4
Something About Giving

Sunday, November 11
Commitment Sunday - NOW!

ACTIVITY AVG. COST 156 WEEKS 75 FAMILES

1 Cup of Coffee $4 $624 $46,800

1 Fast Food Meal $20 $3,120 $234,000

1 Round of Golf
or Mani/Pedi

$40 $6,240 $468,000

A LITTLE GOES A 
LONG WAY...
Here are just a few examples 
of how a small change could 
make a very large difference 
over the course of three years!

WHAT ITEMS ARE GOING TO BE FIXED, AND 
WHEN?

 X Sanctuary Roof – Kulp’s of Stratford, late November 
2018 start

 X Exterior Paint and partial Lead Abatement in parsonage – 
early November 2018

 X Organ – February 2019, with intent to be installed in time 
for Easter 2019

 X Electrical – ASAP, pending final bids from contractors 
and capital campaign totals

 X Additional updates – pending capital campaign totals 
along with any additional design work.

WHEN DO I NEED TO PROVIDE MY DONATION 
INFORMATION?
Commitment cards will be collected on November 11, 
Commitment Sunday, or you may return the completed card to 
the office.  Gifts will be received over a minimum of a 3 year giving 
season.
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Do Not Want

“I will bless the Lord at all times;
    his praise will always be in my mouth.
I praise the Lord—
    let the suffering listen and rejoice.” - Psalm 34:1-2, 
Common English Bible

Fall came late to South Central Pennsylvania, where 
the first half of October felt more like August this year. 
On the first crisp day, I threw open the windows and 
let the breeze blow through the house, taking away the 
still and stale over-conditioned air.

It was perfect sleeping weather that night, but the next 
morning I woke up with stiff hands. I have rheumatoid 
arthritis (RA); the change of season that I appreciate 
also causes pain and swelling in my joints. It forces 
adjustments to my activities—less knitting, less walking, 

less working, more resting.

I hate resting.

I have to pray about this, because resting helps all the 
symptoms of RA I suffer. In the language of internet 
memes, I might pray, “Do Not Want,” which is a faithful 
prayer, I believe, one found throughout the Psalms in 
more poetic language, along with “Make It Stop” and 

“No No No.”

Psalms can make it all look pretty tidy. The complaints 
and cries for help have a satisfying resolution. Enemies 
are vanquished, victory is won, challenges are 
overcome. (Praise the Lord!) Were they all written by 
people whose troubles were over?

I think maybe not. I think maybe they were written by 
ferociously hopeful people.

When the problem is unsolved, the condition is uncured, 
the battle lost—let the suffering listen. I am out here 
praying with you.

Prayer

I have socks to finish,
     and I do not want to rest.
Yet even when I cannot hold the knitting needles,
     even from my bed,
I will praise you, O God,
     or at least I will try. Amen

By Martha Spong

Prayer
God of all the families of the Earth, you paint the colors of the trees and direct the changing of 
seasons. Alert us to the changing seasons you are ushering in for our community. Your ways are 
different from our ways, and we call you holy because of that difference. We look to your holy ways 
as we recall the visions of our ancestors, and listen for the dreams of our children. Grant us grace 
sufficient enough for our time - for such a time as this. We are prepared to do what you have now 
set before us to do. You call us into this holy moment. Your Spirit moves amongst us. We join with 
your creative power to embrace the challenge of the future ahead. By your love, we will welcome 
that future without fear, but with anticipation and resilience. We each contribute what is ours to 
offer - more powerful than we understand, more generous than we believe possible. Together we 
will build something beautiful for the generations to come. In the name of Jesus, our teacher and 
guide, we pray. Amen.
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“God, what do you want to do,
 through me, 

to accomplish your will 
for Saint Stephens 

United Church of Christ?”

SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial 
 $20.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz from Dan & Patsy Pick

Radio 
 $190.00 in loving memory of Joe Monti, who passed away on November 15, 15 years ago ... from his wife, 
  Karen, and Family

New Roof 
 $20.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz from John & Gloria Schenzel 
 $30.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz from Bill & Joanne Wengeler 
 $20.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz from Mark & Sally Woller 
 $10.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz from Dennis & Sharon Woller 
 $20.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz from George Henrich

Organ Fund
 $10.00 in memory of Hildegarde M. Seeger from Leslie & Pearl Sabatke

Now! Capital Campaign 
 $10.00 in honor of son, U.S. Navy Veteran, Jay Catlin for Veteran’s Day 
 $15.00 in memory of husband, U.S. Navy Veteran, Dan Catlin, for Veteran’s Day  
 $25.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz from Sharon Detert 
 $25.00 in memory of Shirley Kloss from Kristine Smith 
 $25.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz from Kristine Smith

Capital Improvement 
 $25.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz from Linda & Bryan Plautz

Electrical Wiring 
 $40.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz from Norm & Alice Ziemke 
 $30.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz from Shirley Ziemke 
 $20.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz from Dave & Jean Mootz 
 $25.00 in memory of Jerry Plautz from Ann & Jim Wayda
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 3 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy 
to care for them during the service. We are still looking 
for more adult volunteers to staff the nursery, so if 
you love to cuddle on babies, contact Sally Woller at 
715.536.9870 to volunteer.

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday 
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 3 
through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class, 
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups 
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith 
Formation class that meets at the same time as the 
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only 
twice per month and in the third floor classroom.

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms 
before worship. Yes! Friends are welcome at Sunday 
School. Just have a parent complete a Registration Form 
and bring it with the child.

CONFIRMATION 
CLASSES
New (1st year) 
confirmands ... please 
watch The Interpreter 
for your next 
scheduled class.

2nd year Confirmation 
students meet each Wednesday evening. Students attend 
worship at 6:00 PM and then meet directly afterwards 
for class and discussion. Confirmation classes will last 
two hours and will meet in the third floor classroom/
youth room.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• November 11 after worship:   
Second Youth Gathering

• December 9 @ 6:00 PM:  Movie Night with 
pizza

• December 16 @ 6:00 PM:  Youth Gathering

• December 19 - meet at church @ 3:15 PM - 
Deliver Christmas care packages to Kindhearted

• January 11-13, 2019:  Youth Retreat  
@ Pilgrim Center. Sign up by January 6.

• January 27 after worship - Youth Gathering

• February 10 after worship:  Youth Gathering

• March 17 @ 5:45 PM: Movie Night with pizza

• April 14 @ 6:00 PM:  Youth Gathering

• May 12 @ 9:00 AM Youth Led Worship

• June 9 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM 
Youth Gathering:  Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (Grades 6-8)
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• November 17-18 - Youth Lock-In @ Church. 
Sign up by November 16.

• December 16 after worship 10:00 AM -  
12:00 PM - Youth Gathering - Service Project

• December 19 - meet at church @ 3:15 PM - 
Deliver Christmas care packages to Kindhearted

• February 9 @ 4:30 PM until February 10  
after worship:  Lock-In. Food provided. Sign up 
by February 3

• May 12 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM   
Youth Gathering:  Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT/LOCK-IN
This past weekend, October 27-28, the High School 
Youth Group held a lock-in at the church. We had a 
total of 13 youth! The evening started with making 
pizzas for dinner and, while the pizzas cooked, the 
youth broke into three different teams and did a church 
video scavenger hunt. After eating pizza, we watched 
the videos of each team’s hunt, which was followed by 
a Where am I in Church? hunt/race. The object of that 
game was that I would read a clue to a representative 
from each team about something in the church, and 
then they would have to find a notecard where that 
particular thing was. 

The youth then got free time to play whatever games 
they wanted to, and they decided on playing hide-and-
go-seek, sardines, and then we went to the youth room 
to play Apples to Apples and later some card games. 
The remainder of the night was spent hanging out and 
watching movies. 

In the morning, we had breakfast and then some went to 
church, and others helped with Sunday school. Overall, 
it was a great and fun first lock-in for our High School 
Youth, and I look forward to many more gatherings with 
them. 

Don’t forget!
Turn your clocks back 1 

hour before you go to bed 
Saturday night,  
November 3. 

Otherwise, you’ll be an 
hour early for church!
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

“God, what do you want to do,

 through me, 

to accomplish your will 

for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ?”

RE-MEMBER 2019
The dates have been set! Our 2019 Re-Member trip to 
the Pine Ridge Reservation will be August 3-9, 2019, 
and we’d love for you to join us! The cost is $549 per 
person. If you are interested in going but finances are 
an issue, please talk to Rev. Carnes.

It’s not too early to register! We are hoping to get a 
good-sized group together this year, and you can make 
payments on the cost over the next 9 months. That’s 
only $61 per month to make the trip. Who’s with us?

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to use 
in place of cash! 

MEDICAL MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Medical Equipment Ministry (MEM) is a free medical 
equipment lending program. Volunteers clean and 
sanitize returned and donated equipment. Additional 
volunteers are needed for August 2019 for a few hours at 
least twice a month. Current volunteers are Ed and Julie 
Cordova, George Dintelman, Tom & Mary Maluegge, 
Dan Pick, John & Gloria Schenzel, Mike & Glynis 
Schroeder, Pat Schulz, Emily & Dave Schwartzman 
and Jerry & Cindy Geiss. This ministry would not work 
without these volunteers and the help of the church 
staff, they are greatly appreciated. If you would like to 
volunteer, please call Jerry Geiss at 715.536.9229.

Wednesday evening worship  
beginning at 6:00 PM

A simple, meditative, communion service.

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

Our world needs more of ... this.
Join us. 

All are welcome.

Thanks to everyone who Made A Difference on Make 
A Difference Day! And thanks to Kenyon and Bailee 
Golisch for organizing our Saint Stephens volunteer 
efforts!



October 30, 2018
Page 12THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

UPCOMING EVENTS
THIS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4 - Worship at 9:00 AM -  

with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the third floor nursery);  
9:00 AM Sunday School and Faith Formation in Classrooms; 

Coffee Hour after worship in the Kuck Lounge- Please join us! 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Contemplative Style Worship
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY and COMMITMENT SUNDAY:  NOVEMBER 11 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH BAKE SALE:  NOVEMBER 18
NO WEDNESDAY WORSHIP:  NOVEMBER 21

TOTENFEST SUNDAY:  NOVEMBER 25
ADVENT BEGINS:  DECEMBER 2

At 5 PM Monday

Homemade Chicken Soup with Homemade Noodles, 
Egg Salad Sandwiches, Hot Veggie, Salad 
Dessert (when available) and Beverages

NEW TO SAINT STEPHENS?
THINKING OF JOINING OUR CONGREGATION?

Have you been visiting Saint Stephens? Trying us on 
for fit? Possibly interested in joining our congregation? 
Come to a new member gathering!

Our next new member gathering will be on Wednesday, 
November 7. We ask that you join us for Wednesday 
evening worship at 6:00 PM, if possible, and then we 
will gather afterwards from 7:00-8:30 PM in the Kuck 
Lounge.

Also, feel free to stop in the office and introduce yourself. 
We may recognize your face at services, but we may not 
know your name or have your mailing address to send 
you information about Saint Stephens, and we would 
love to get to know you better.

We will celebrate and recognize new members during 
worship on Sunday, November 11, at 9:00 AM.

PINE CREST
The November Pine Crest worship service will be 
held at 2:00 PM on Thursday, November 8. Members 
scheduled to assist residents to the service are Deloris 
Bauman, Judy Alft, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas 
Williams will lead the worship service, and Darlene 
Johnson will be the pianist.

November Calendar & Birthdays will be in next week’s 
edition of The Interpreter.
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

LIKE us on Facebook!

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

November 25, 
December 9, 16, 24, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

December 2, 24

Coffee Hour 
December 9, 23, 30

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text  SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
  Corey Dornbrack
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

BAKING PANS
If you made desserts for us to sell at Oktoberfest and 
left your pans with your items, please stop in the church 
office to pick up your baking pans. Thanks!

COME AND EXERCISE!
Join the Senior Exercise Circuit in the Third Floor 
Classroom at 9:30 AM on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays ... No cost. Our small group could use several 
more seniors to come and exercise with us! 



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4 ... Twenty-fourth Sunday After Pentecost
  Rev. Kyle Carnes preaching 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available. 
Sunday School and Faith Formation at 9:00 AM in Classrooms. 

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir. 
Flowers on the altar are in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from  

Arlo & Eunice Berndt.  
Radio Ministry is in honor of our 28th wedding anniversary on November 10 

from Kevin & Jodi Golisch.
Coffee Hour is sponsored by Kevin & Jodi Golisch in honor of their  

28th wedding anniversary.  
Nursery staff names were not available at the time of printing. 

Ushers scheduled will be Les & Pearl Sabatke, Arlo Berndt, Dennis Woller, Darryl 
Frick, Greg Heath, Michael Schroeder, Jeff Forster, and Cliff Williams.

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kevin Golisch, Dave & Sue Pyan, Kent & 
Wendy Reinhardt, Marcus Reinhardt, Matthew Reinhardt, Luke & Jess Golisch, 

Ryan Golisch, Kayla Schulz, Jodi Golisch, and Justin Pyan.
The 2nd Year Confirmation Make-up Session originally scheduled for 10:15 AM 

has been CANCELED so everyone can come to Stoney Acres for Pizza!

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Church & Ministry 
 7:00  Dartball in 1st Floor Classrm

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
  12:00 Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship 
 7:00 2nd Year Confirmation Class 
 7:00 Choir Practice 
 7:00 New Member Gathering #3

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir 
 6:00 Girl Scout Troop 7074

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 2:00 Bell Tower 

TH
E 

IN
TE

R
PR

ET
ER

ST
 S

TE
PH

EN
S 

U
N

IT
ED

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 O
F 

C
H

R
IS

T ST STEPHENS UCC US POSTAGE PAID 
903 E SECOND ST NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
MERRILL WI 54452 PERMIT #10 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED MERRILL WI 54452-2576

Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

See Page 3!
Come for Inspiration, 

Pizza & Beer


