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Why do you give to the church? Some of us give from our abundance, some of us give out of 
our poverty. Some of us give just barely anything compared to what we have, some of us give 
sacrificially. Some of us give methodically and regularly, some of us give randomly, without 
giving it much thought. Why do you give to the church? And how does it effect how you give?

I ask because, it’s not a stretch to say that there hasn’t been a more important time in 25 years 
for the church to consider these questions. 

Some people give because they feel like it, some give out of a sense of obligation. Some people 
give because of their relationship to God, some people give because of their relationship to 
this specific church. Some people give because of what they receive from the church, some 
people give because of what they want for their children. Some people give because of the 
past, some the present, and others give because of the future.

I wonder why you give, and I wonder when was the last time that you stopped and considered 
that answer for yourself. Some of us have already had that conversation with ourselves and/or 
our family, but some of us haven’t. And I don’t mean for the NOW! Campaign; I mean just in 
general for the weekly expenses of the church. What we do on a regular basis, and why we 
do it, effects what we believe about these larger projects that now need to be accomplished 
for our congregation to move forward.

Do you give to the church only when you’re happy with every decision, agree with the most 
recent sermon, or believe that the church is doing what you want it to? Or have you decided 
that this is your community and you desire to support it for a longer arc of time? 

Giving is a practical and a spiritual matter. How we use our resources says a lot about how 
we think and what we believe. If you want to know what someone values, notice where they 
spend their time and where they spend their money. It might be cliche, but it is still the truest 
way to determine what is most important for someone, at least for that time and place.

The other thing that affects our giving and spending in general is how intentional we are about 
what we spend, and when? Do you know what you spend each month and on what? Did you 
know that the best way to manage money is not to just generically spend less, but to simply 
notice what you spend and to become more intentional about it? How much money do you 
spend on restaurants each week or month? How much soda do you buy? In our house, how 
much coffee and beer do we buy? Do you always add in that bag of chips to your shopping 
cart because “we just always have them in the house”? How often do you buy something 
extra because “it’s what I want” or “I think I deserve it”? How often do you get your car 
cleaned, when it’s probably not that dirty?

Here’s my thing. If you look closely here in The Interpreter, you’ll see examples of what it 
might mean if multiple families prayerfully give up $40 of something else each week and 
commit it to NOW!. If 150 families out of 550 families sacrifice an average of $40 per week 
for each of the next 3 years, those contributions alone will generate $936,000! Significantly 
more than our minimum goal. This would allow us to accomplish not only the necessities, 
but so much more that needs to be done in our building and for our church, so that we can 
continue to serve each other and our neighbors.

So here’s my challenge. Be one of those 150 families. That will commit nothing extravagant, 
but something modest, but intentional, so that we can surely meet our goal. I know that more 
than 150 families will contribute, but I ask you to pray about being one of the 150 who will 
commit $40 a week for the next three years so we can exceed our goals and do more than we 
dreamed. Together, this is possible. Only together is this possible. This challenge is possible. 
And we can do it. Thank you for your prayerful consideration of being one of the 150. 

Kyle
Blessings,
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GIVE TO THE FUTURE

This Sunday the service focused on generations. The idea 
was to get us to think about what the generations before us 
have gifted us and what we, as the current generation of Saint 
Stephens UCC, will gift to future generations. This whole idea 
of what is passed on has got me thinking ... How much are 
we willing to pass on?

Honestly, I don’t think we are willing to pass on much. I 
think in some ways history has taught us to not give away too 
much information because someday it might just come back 
to hurt us. And what we do pass on to other generations is usually the stories of our successes. How much does a story 
about someone’s successes actually help? Yeah, we can hear about how they were able to accomplish something and what 
it took to get there, but how much do we actually learn from another’s success story?

I know for me, it’s usually the stories that involve some pitfalls and perseverance, or stories of failures, that I learn from the 
most, even if they’re my own failures. Yet, we would rather not share these stories. The thing with failure is that for us to 
tell someone our failures becomes embarrassing and sometimes even shameful, and we are teaching future generations 
that it is so. 

What if we reframed failure? If we reframed failure to be more of a lesson to be learned than something embarrassing or 
shameful, then failure can make people stronger. But in order for us to do this, we have to create a supportive environment 
where people, old or young, feel like they can share their failures and become stronger by doing so.

In addition to reframing failure, the other thing that needs reframing is our expectation that we should receive something 
in return. How many times have you done something for someone and expected something in return? Since the youth 
groups have been back at Saint Stephens, I have heard “the youth could do that” or “we should have the youth <fill in the 
blank>”. The implied message with saying these things is that, if we are giving to or helping the youth, a future generation, 
then surely they could help us, the current generation.

If the idea is to give to the future, then we need to reframe what it means to give. If we are giving or passing on all that we 
have learned thus far as Saint Stephens UCC, that doesn’t mean our future generations have to give back to us. Remember 
the words of Acts 20:35, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Giving and expecting something in return says 
something about our worldview, while giving without wanting something in return implies moving something out into the 
world.

Friends, if we can reframe what it means to fail and to give, that reframing will be passed on and make it easier for future 
generations to pass things on. A dream of mine for generations to come is that they continue to give to the future through 
their actions and sharing of their failures.
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Mary Pat Campbell ... Pastoral Associate at Saint 
Stephens ... with her dog, Henry

MARY PAT CAMPBELL ...
 PASTORAL ASSOCIATE

Some of you have met Mary Pat Campbell in person, even 
seen her regularly as a part of what she does here at Saint 
Stephens, while others of you haven’t met her at all, and may 
not have a clear idea of the role she fills here at Saint Stephens.

So let’s help you get to know her ... and what she does, the 
role of Pastoral Associate ... a little better.

Mary Pat’s role includes, among other things, visiting and 
taking communion to members of our congregation who are 
hospitalized, in nursing homes or assisted living facilities, and 
homebound. “Service is provided to those who are church 
members, as well as family and friends,” Mary Pat says.

She works closely with the volunteers who form our Caregivers 
visitation team who also visit the shut-ins, meeting with the 
team monthly to provide compassionate guidance for the 
roles they fill, along with training, inspiration, and support. 

When someone in our congregation is turning 90+, Mary Pat 
takes them flowers. When someone has experienced a loss 
and is grieving, she sends them a handwritten card. When 
someone is going through something difficult, our Pastoral 
Associate reaches out. In short, when parishioners aren’t able to come to us, Mary Pat reaches out to them. 

When a pastor is unavailable, Mary Pat also performs graveside burial services and presides at the Wednesday 
evening service. 

This role of Pastoral Associate really is a vital part of the heart and compassion of all that we are here at Saint 
Stephens. Some have asked about her title and what that means. It sounds so close to “pastor” that it can sometimes 
be confusing. But Mary Pat isn’t an ordained pastor. “The title Pastoral Associate was agreed upon between Kyle 
and myself,” Mary Pat says. “Although my role resembles that of a visitation minister, my credentials do not find 
me ordained; rather a lay minister and a board certified chaplain.” 

Mary Pat has a history of ministry in several capacities, though she isn’t an ordained minister. And she also has 
a history in the field of health care. Her first career was that of a Registered Nurse. From helping people to heal 
physically and take care of their physical bodies, she says, “it was an easy step into ministering to their spiritual 
needs.” 

Before coming to Saint Stephens, Mary Pat worked as a Chaplain at Bell Tower, Aspirus, and Interim Health Care. 
She has also served as the Mission Director at St. James Community Hospital in her hometown of Butte, Montana.  
So what led her to Saint Stephens? “The reason I am here,” Mary Pat says, is that “Kyle and I knew each other 
through the Merrill Ministerium. We had lunch one day and thus began a conversation around the needs of the 
Church.” It seemed like a perfect fit. “After returning from vacation, I accepted his offer to join the staff.” Mary Pat 
works part time, two days per week.

Mary Pat feels right at home here, and we feel this is right where she belongs, too. “Being on the staff here allows 
me to use my gifts and talents in ministry,” Mary Pat says. “I enjoy ministering here at Saint Stephens due to the 
people and the staff. The diverse, healthy staff are a joy to work with each week. We respect each others’ opinions 
and suggestions. We respect each other and at times agree to disagree.”

“The individuals and families here at Saint Stephens are equally diverse and welcoming,” Mary Pat says. She enjoys 
her work and what she does. “Currently God is calling me to minister to the sick and infirmed,” she says. “As a 
chaplain, I am trained in the art of reflective listening, observation, non-judgmental care, and prayer and scripture 
that speak to the heart of each individual.”
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES
(We will post the most recent updates here.  

For the complete timeline dating back to early September 2018, please see 
back issues of The Interpreter.)

October 23, 2018 - Dreams of Generations

This week we received our brochures for Now! and had them at 
church on Sunday so each family could pick one up. We are asking 
that if you were not at church on Sunday, you make it a point to stop 
in the office to pick yours up and that you sign your name on the sheet 

near the box of brochures so we know your family received yours. We will have to mail out brochures to 
families who do not pick their brochures up personally, so if we can avoid that expense, we want to do so.

During Sunday worship, Craig from Generis again joined us for a brief live video feed. Rev. Lucas preached 
his sermon on Dreams of Generations, and then he invited everyone in worship to write a prayer, gratitude, 
or dream for generations to come here at Saint Stephens on a Now! postcard that was inserted into the 
bulletin. This is a time of great hope and excitement as we dream together for the future of our church!

October 16, 2018 - Now! For Such A Time As This

We kicked off our Saint Stephens Capital Campaign last Sunday at the end of our worship service. Craig 
from Generis shared with us via a live video feed. Everyone received an initial handout helping detail what 
we hope to accomplish with our Now! Capital Campaign. We hope you are prayerfully considering the 
role that you and your family can play in helping us commit to do Now! those things we need to do so that 
Saint Stephens can better serve as the Spirit calls us in the future.

You may have noticed on the handout that $700,000 is our initial goal to enable us to make all the required 
and necessary updates to the church and parsonage. Kulp’s of Stratford is scheduled to start work on the 
sanctuary roof in late November 2018. Exterior paint and partial lead abatement work in the parsonage is 
scheduled to begin in early November 2018. And we are still assessing the electrical work to be done and 
getting bids from contractors.

October 9, 2018

We held our fourth Information & Inspiration Gathering on Sunday, October 7. And now ... the official 
start is here. It’s time for us to be prayerful and attentive and begin our individual work ... imagining what 
is possible here at Saint Stephens if we all work together, collectively, perhaps even a little sacrificially 
... and we will do that this Sunday when we officially kick off our Capital Campaign. The time is Now! 
... This process is a sprint, not a Marathon, so we will only spend five short weeks to learn, to become 
inspired, to continue to pray together:  “God, what do you want to do, through me, to accomplish  
your will for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ?” 

October 2, 2018

Classic Church Organs will begin work on our speaker system in the sanctuary in November in preparation 
for the installation of the new organ. While we have been told the new organ will be installed in February 
in time for Easter, Classic Church Organs has suggested we might be surprised with an even earlier delivery!

September 25, 2018

Another Information & Inspiration Gathering is scheduled for Sunday, October 7, at 10:00 AM immediately 
following worship in the Third Floor Classroom. And we’ll serve brunch! So join us for brunch and to be 
both informed and inspired. The time is Now! We want everyone to attend.

We are now in conversations with Craig Loscalzo from Generis about the public phase of our Capital 
Campaign which will run from October 14 through November 11. 



SANCTUARY ROOF - 
$125,000

NEW ORGAN - 
$100,000

UPGRADING ELECTRICAL SYSTEM - 
$100,000 (HIGH ESTIMATE)

PARSONAGE AND GARAGE ROOF - 
$36,000

SANCTUARY RENOVATION - 
$120,000 (LOW ESTIMATE)

LEAD ABATEMENT, WINDOW REPLACEMENT 
AND EXTERIOR PAINT PARSONAGE - $90,000

$700,000

RENOVATION
COST BREAKDOWN*

UPDATED FELLOWSHIP HALL AND 
KITCHEN- $100,000

GENERIS CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
EXPENSES - $29,000

* all figures are approximate and subject to change

 X Now … so later we can build stronger ministries for our children and grandchildren. 

 X Now … so later we can feed more people and care more for the community. 

 X Now … so later we can welcome the community into our doors more fully. 

 X Now … so later we can build stronger community within our walls through 
baptisms, confirmations, weddings, ordinations, and funerals. 

HOW MUCH MONEY ARE WE TRYING TO RAISE? WHAT IS THE GOAL?
$700,000 is the minimum we want to raise.  This will allow us to make all the required and necessary updates to the 
church and parsonage:

WHEN DOES THE CAMPAIGN START, WHEN DOES THE CAMPAIGN END?
Our campaign officially begins on Sunday, October 14, and will conclude in three years.



Gifts
Needed Weekly Gift Annual 

Gift
  3 Year 

Commitment
Cumulative 

Total

1 $449 $23,333 $70,000 $70,000

1 $321 $16,667 $50,000 $120,000

2 $224 $11,667 $35,000 $190,000

3 $160 $8,333 $25,000 $265,000

4 $115 $6,000 $18,000 $337,000

6 $77 $4,000 $12,000 $409,000

10 $58 $3,000 $9,000 $499,000

12 $32 $1,667 $5,000 $559,000

14 $22 $1,167 $3,500 $608,000

15 $13 $667 $2,000 $638,000

22 $6 $333 $1,000 $660,000

40 $3 $167 $500 $680,000

80 $2 $83 $250 $700,000

WE CAN
DO THIS. 
HERE’S HOW.
A project of this size 
necessitates special fundraising 
and over-and-above giving by 
the members of our church.
We will talk more about that 
in the weeks ahead, but this is 
something we can do! The table 
to the right is a sketch of what 
it will take to accomplish our 
goals in the NOW! campaign.

DATES TO 
REMEMBER:  
Sunday, October 14
Launch Sunday 
For Such a Time as This

Sunday, October 21
Week 2
Dreams of Generations

Sunday, October 28
Week 3
Prophetic Imagination

Sunday, November 4
Week 4
Something About Giving

Sunday, November 11
Commitment Sunday - NOW!

ACTIVITY AVG. COST 156 WEEKS 75 FAMILES

1 Cup of Coffee $4 $624 $46,800

1 Fast Food Meal $20 $3,120 $234,000

1 Round of Golf
or Mani/Pedi

$40 $6,240 $468,000

A LITTLE GOES A 
LONG WAY...
Here are just a few examples 
of how a small change could 
make a very large difference 
over the course of three years!

WHAT ITEMS ARE GOING TO BE FIXED, AND 
WHEN?

 X Sanctuary Roof – Kulp’s of Stratford, late November 
2018 start

 X Exterior Paint and partial Lead Abatement in parsonage – 
early November 2018

 X Organ – February 2019, with intent to be installed in time 
for Easter 2019

 X Electrical – ASAP, pending final bids from contractors 
and capital campaign totals

 X Additional updates – pending capital campaign totals 
along with any additional design work.

WHEN DO I NEED TO PROVIDE MY DONATION 
INFORMATION?
Commitment cards will be collected on November 11, 
Commitment Sunday, or you may return the completed card to 
the office.  Gifts will be received over a minimum of a 3 year giving 
season.
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SPECIAL GIFTS

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
For Free!

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the 
result of works, so that no one may boast.” - Ephesians 
2:8, 9

Do we take for granted those things in life that come 
to us for free? Since our society tends to commercialize 
everything, it becomes easy to value only that which 
we paid for or worked for.

There is a poignant song by the folksinger Joni Mitchell 
called “For Free.” It is a song from early in her career 
based on her experience of hearing a street musician 

playing the clarinet on a street corner in New York’s 
Greenwich Village.

Nobody was paying him any attention, even though 
he was playing “so sweet and high.” The passersby 
ignored his free gift of lovely sweet music because he 
was neither famous nor on their TV.

She pondered the difference between his playing for 
free compared to her own commercial performing, and 
she felt invited to respond to him. She crossing the street 
and asking him for a song, or perhaps harmonizing with 
him. But the song doesn’t reveal whether she joins him 
or continues on her way.

Do we value free music, free fresh air, free clean water, 
or do we take such things for granted? For Christians, 
who affirm that God’s great love for us in Jesus Christ 
is a free gift, it is worth considering whether we have 
taken stock of that gift’s true value. Remember the 
saying: “The best things in life are free!”

Prayer

Gracious God, we thank you for your free gift of love. 
May we always appreciate its value, and what it cost 
you, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen

By Richard L. Floyd

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Organ Fund
 $25.00 in honor of the baptism of Gracelyn Rae Bloch from Christopher & Michelle Salter

Capital Improvement 
 $10.00 in memory of Hildegarde M. Seeger from Gerald Oestreich

Prayer
God of all the families of the Earth, you paint the colors of the trees and direct the changing of 
seasons. Alert us to the changing seasons you are ushering in for our community. Your ways are 
different from our ways, and we call you holy because of that difference. We look to your holy ways 
as we recall the visions of our ancestors, and listen for the dreams of our children. Grant us grace 
sufficient enough for our time - for such a time as this. We are prepared to do what you have now 
set before us to do. You call us into this holy moment. Your Spirit moves amongst us. We join with 
your creative power to embrace the challenge of the future ahead. By your love, we will welcome 
that future without fear, but with anticipation and resilience. We each contribute what is ours to 
offer - more powerful than we understand, more generous than we believe possible. Together we 
will build something beautiful for the generations to come. In the name of Jesus, our teacher and 
guide, we pray. Amen.
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Don’t forget to use Scrip for all 
your purchases. It works the 

same as using cash!

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy 
to care for them during the service. We are still looking 
for more adult volunteers to staff the nursery, so if 
you love to cuddle on babies, contact Sally Woller at 
715.536.9870 to volunteer.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month!
If you see one of these guys, maybe let them know if 
they’ve had an impact on your life as a pastor at Saint 
Stephens ... or if words aren’t your thing, show the love 
in whatever way is meaningful to you! We are blessed at 
Saint Stephens to have two very devoted and dedicated 
pastors! October is a great month to be reminded.

UPDATED FUND BALANCES
As of the end of September, we have the following funds 
allocated toward a new roof for the sanctuary and a 
new updated organ. Thank you for your generosity!
 New Roof Fund: $16,300.00
 Organ Fund:  $22,558.00

“God, what do you want to do,
 through me, 

to accomplish your will 
for Saint Stephens 

United Church of Christ?”

CONFIRMATION 
CLASSES
New (1st year) 
confirmands ... please 
watch The Interpreter 
for your next 
scheduled class.

2nd year Confirmation 
students meet each Wednesday evening. Students attend 
worship at 6:00 PM and then meet directly afterwards 
for class and discussion. Confirmation classes will last 
two hours and will meet in the third floor classroom/
youth room.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
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JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday 
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 3 
through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class, 
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups 
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith 
Formation class that meets at the same time as the 
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only 
twice per month and in the third floor classroom.

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms 
before worship. Yes! Friends are welcome at Sunday 
School. Just have a parent complete a Registration Form 
and bring it with the child.

3RD AND 4TH GRADE SUNDAY SCHOOL
What’s Sunday School like for third and fourth graders? 
Read on to find out ...

Sunday, October 21:  The scripture for the lesson today 
was Mark 10:35-45 and the theme of the lesson was 
SERVANT.  

In church today the kids each opened the hymnal and 
followed along with the music. A few of them were 
actually singing! It was great. Standing and following 
along with the readings and music is something I plan 
to start having the kids do each Sunday.  

We started class by gathering around our season chart 
and talking about the season that we are in. The kids 
pointed out the season (Season after Pentecost), the 
color (green), and the icon (footprints). We have 5 
weeks left in this season. The Bible readings for this 
season will come from the Gospel of Mark, with the 
verses mostly in succession from week to week. Most 
of our readings in this season will talk about Jesus being 
on the move. We will talk a lot about Jesus’ teaching, 
healing, and challenging. The kiddos are reading actual 
scripture now instead of children’s stories. I learned 
today that this could be a challenge for them. If your 
little one comes home a bit uncertain about the reading, 
don’t panic. This is a big step for them, and it will just 
take a little time. On the flip side of that, they are all 

eager to take turns reading, so it appears that they are 
all excited to learn. 

Our scripture reading this week was on page 1172 
in their Bible. The story talked about how even the 
disciples had trouble acting as SERVANTS to each other. 
The video we watched was titled “Mess of Moxie.” The 
character Roxie had to experience what it felt like to 
have to do something she was good at a different way 
because someone else wanted her to. We saw another 
example of how it can be challenging but rewarding to 
SERVE others. 

We did a crossword puzzle and the words we had 
to find were: Help, Me, Find, Ways, To, Put, Others, 
First. I asked the kids to identify some of the people 
in our community that serve us, and they came up 
with:  firefighters, teachers, pastor/priest, police officers, 
and parents. They each had a chance to share a way 
that they serve others. One example was pushing the 
shopping cart. Your little may have brought home a 
coupon to give you. They made coupons good for one 
way that they will serve someone this week. Some said 
wash dishes, push cart, or serve dinner.  

Maybe you noticed this week or last that we have a 
“big” in our room. His name is Jacob Schnabl, and he is 
going to be floating around and offering his assistance 
in our classes. He has been a huge help to us, and the 
kiddos love having him around.  

When we finished up with the lesson, the kids got to 
finish up painting their pumpkins. They will bring them 
home next Sunday. 

We closed with this prayer:  God, thank you for the 
amazing example of servanthood you gave us in Jesus! 
Help us be more and more like him. Amen.

- Peace and Love, Melissa
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YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• October 27 @ 4:30 PM until October 28  
after worship:  Lock-In. Food provided. 

• November 11 after worship:   
Second Youth Gathering

• December 9 @ 6:00 PM:  Movie Night!

• December 16 @ 6:00 PM:  Youth Gathering

• December 19 - meet at church @ 3:15 PM - 
Deliver Christmas care packages to Kindhearted

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH (Grades 6-8)
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• November 17-18 - Youth Lock-In @ Church

• December 16 after worship 10:00 AM -  
12:00 PM - Youth Gathering - Service Project

• December 19 - meet at church @ 3:15 PM - 
Deliver Christmas care packages to Kindhearted

• February 9 @ 4:30 PM until February 10  
after worship:  Lock-In. Food provided. Sign up 
by February 3

• May 12 - AmericInn in Merrill @ 12:30 PM   
Youth Gathering:  Pool, Hot Tub, Pizza, Games!

MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT CHANGES TO LOCK-IN
The Knock Knock Middle School Retreat originally 
scheduled for November 16-18 has been changed to 
a Middle School Youth Retreat/Lock-In here at church 
instead. This past Sunday at our Middle School Youth 
gathering, after learning there would be low attendance 
at the Pilgrim Centret retreat due to the cost, Rev. Lucas 
and the youth decided to switch things up this year and 
also to begin fundraising now so that hopefully they can 
do the Pilgrim Center retreat next year. So here’s the 
plan. 

We will have a retreat/lock-in here beginning at 11:00 
AM on Saturday, November 17, and going until after 
worship on Sunday, November 18. Bring a sleeping bag 
and pillow along with $5 to help defray the cost of our 
Saturday night meal. This will be our next meeting.

Part of our time on November 17 will be spent making 
baked goods and then we’ll be doing a bake sale on 
Sunday, November 18. We’ll also ask the congregation 
to bake and donate baked goods. All the proceeds from 
the bake sale will go toward future events/gatherings 
of the Middle School Youth Group and possibly next 
year’s Pilgrim Center retreat.

Remember ... Friends are welcome at any and all youth 
events, but they will need to have a signed Middle 
School Youth Group Registration Form on file here to 
attend, and be sure to let Rev. Lucas know so he can 
plan accordingly. Sign up is in the office. We need a 
final count by Friday, November 16.

LOCK-IN

    ^
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NEW TO SAINT STEPHENS?
THINKING OF JOINING OUR CONGREGATION?

Have you been visiting Saint Stephens? Trying us on 
for fit? Possibly interested in joining our congregation? 
Come to a new member gathering!

Our next new member gathering will be on Wednesday, 
November 7. We ask that you join us for Wednesday 
evening worship at 6:00 PM, if possible, and then we 
will gather afterwards from 7:00-8:30 PM in the Kuck 
Lounge.

Also, feel free to stop in the office and introduce yourself. 
We may recognize your face at services, but we may not 
know your name or have your mailing address to send 
you information about Saint Stephens, and we would 
love to get to know you better.

We will celebrate and recognize new members during 
worship on Sunday, November 11, at 9:00 AM.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

“God, what do you want to do,

 through me, 

to accomplish your will 

for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ?”

BAKING PANS
If you made desserts for us to sell at Oktoberfest and 
left your pans with your items, please stop in the church 
office to pick up your baking pans. Thanks!

RE-MEMBER 2019
The dates have been set! Our 2019 Re-Member trip to 
the Pine Ridge Reservation will be August 3-9, 2019, 
and we’d love for you to join us! The cost is $549 per 
person. If you are interested in going but finances are 
an issue, please talk to Rev. Carnes.

It’s not too early to register! We are hoping to get a 
good-sized group together this year, and you can make 
payments on the cost over the next 9 months. That’s 
only $61 per month to make the trip. Who’s with us?

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to use 
in place of cash! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28 - Worship at 9:00 AM -  

with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the third floor nursery);  
9:00 AM Sunday School in Classrooms; 

Coffee Hour after worship in the Kuck Lounge- Please join us! 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Contemplative Style Worship
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY and COMMITMENT SUNDAY:  NOVEMBER 11 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH BAKE SALE:  NOVEMBER 18
NO WEDNESDAY WORSHIP:  NOVEMBER 21

TOTENFEST SUNDAY:  NOVEMBER 25
ADVENT BEGINS:  DECEMBER 2

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text  SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

At 5 PM Monday

Fried Chicken Fritters, Macaroni & Cheese, 
Hot Veggie, Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Join us for Make A Difference Day

October 27
8:30 AM - 12:00 Noon

We’re organizing a group from Saint 
Stephens to help in our community.  
YOU can make a difference!

Call Kenyon Golisch at 715.218.5745 
to let him know you’ll help make a 
difference on October 27.

PINE CREST WORSHIP
The October Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, October 25. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda 
Hass, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will 
lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the 
pianist.
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LIKE us on Facebook!

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

November 25 
December 9, 16, 24, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

October 28 
November 11 

December 2, 30

Coffee Hour 
November 11 

December 2, 9, 23, 30

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS
We NEED Coffee Hour sponsors! Can you or a group 
of friends or family sponsor a Coffee Hour? Sign up on 
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Bring snacks, make the 
coffee (instructions on fridge), set it up, socialize!

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT DEADLINE
Registration deadline for the November 9-11 Annual 
Women’s Retreat at Moon Beach is October 26. 
Registration forms available at church or on our website 
(www.ststephensucc.net) under Resources and then 
Forms. Bring a sister, mother, or friend!

WAUSAU WARMING CENTER
The start of the Catholic Charities 2018-2019 Wausau 
Warming Center season is right around the corner, and 
the Wausau Warming Center needs volunteers to help 
staff the facility. We are looking forward to working 
with so many of you again this year. In preparation for 
the opening, orientation sessions have been scheduled.

The Volunteer Orientation dates are as follows:

Wednesday, October 24    6:30-8:00 PM
Thursday, October 25        10:30 AM-Noon
Monday, October 29            6:30-8:00 PM

Please call the Wausau office at 715.849.3311 to register 
for the orientation session that works best for you if 
you’d like to get involved. If you have any additional 
questions, please feel free to either call or email Tracy 
Rieger directly at 608.519.8069 or trieger@cclse.org.



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28... Twenty-third Sunday After Pentecost
  Rev. Kyle Carnes preaching 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available. 
Sunday School at 9:00 AM in Classrooms. 

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir. 
Flowers on the altar are in memory of Mary Geiss from her Family.  

Radio Ministry is unsponsored at the time of printing.
Coffee Hour is sponsored by Pat Schulz and Emily Schwartzman.  

Nursery staff names were not available at the time of printing. 
Ushers scheduled will be George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 

Dornbrack, Randy Perry, and Virgil Baumgart.
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Carl & Kathy Hass, Beth Houle, Cliff Williams, 

Jean & Bob Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, OCTOBER 29 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00  Dartball in 1st Floor Classrm

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30 
  12:00 Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship 
 7:00 2nd Year Confirmation Class 
 7:00 Choir Practice

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 10:00 Merrill Ministerium 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Thanks to our Sunday School classes and 
Sue Gleason for outdoor decorating!


