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October 16, 2018TO EQUIP, STRENGTHEN, AND INSPIRE TOGETHER

The church’s continuing education trip to Leadership 
Institute was three weeks ago. Since then, I have thought 
about what I learned and how I can utilize those skills 
to help us grow and develop as a church. As I said a 
few weeks ago, Leadership Institute is meant to equip, 
strengthen, and inspire.

EQUIP! The goal of equipping is to be sent out with the 
confidence that we are reenergized with new ministry 
skills and ideas, that the Spirit has moved us in such 
a way that we feel changed. By becoming newly equipped, we have the enthusiasm to 
encourage our whole church to be leaders, as I talked about in my article two weeks ago, 
and to expand what it means to be a church.

STRENGTHEN! The goal of strengthening is to build our sense of being leaders and to aid in 
our ministry(ies). At Leadership Institute, this was done through various workshops over the 
course of two days. The workshops I attended were:  How to Preach a Dangerous Sermon, 
Children’s Ministry Energy Boost, Children’s Ministry Essentials, and Middle School Ministry. 
Each of these workshops strengthened my call and sense of purpose, all while strengthening 
me by giving me new ideas and gifts to help while I live out that call and purpose.

INSPIRE! The goal of inspiring is to give renewed confidence, rekindled faithfulness, creative 
ideas, and a fresh assurance to help the church thrive. On pages 3 and 4, you will find 
testimony from Mary Stamm, Beth Houle, and Cliff &Renee Williams. Each of them came 
back inspired by the things they were equipped with and strengthened by. My hope is that 
you gather a sense of the energy, enthusiasm, and inspiration all four of them came back 
with and how they plan to use that to help further equip, strengthen, and inspire you all.

But Leadership Institute is not the only place that equips, strengthens, and inspires, and nor 
should it be. I believe that our church helps us each become equipped, strengthened, and 
inspired. In many ways, when we gather on Sundays for worship, we become equipped, 
strengthened, and inspired to do the things God has called us to do. And without inspiring 
others, we wouldn’t have any new members, which reminds me - we are also given the 
opportunity to equip, strengthen, and inspire others, like within the community - not just 
those of us here at Saint Stephens. While I feel Saint Stephens does a good job at equipping, 
strengthening, and inspiring ourselves, one another, and the community, I still feel there is 
a lot of room for us to grow and be better. 

After the Annual Meeting this Sunday, I found myself disappointed by the lack of attendance 
at the Annual Meeting. I have attended my fair share of Annual Meetings as a student pastor 
and as a member, but had yet to experience an Annual Meeting that left me disappointed 
because of the attendance. Part of my disappointment comes because I believe the Annual 
Meeting is a place where we can become inspired by the progress and direction of the 
church, through our conversations and reports. Yet, it is also a time where we can all 
become equipped and strengthened based on the comments, questions, and concerns that 
are heard and addressed.

The ability to have an Annual Meeting is unique to the United Church of Christ. Most other 
denominations have a larger governing body making decisions for them, like budgets or 
even calling pastors, but the United Church of Christ does not because of the Congregational 

(Continued on page 2)
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MEDICAL MINISTRY 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Medical Equipment 
Ministry (MEM) is a free lending 
program that provides medical 
equipment to those who need 
to use the equipment we 
have available. Volunteers 
clean and sanitize returned 
or donated equipment. 

Additional volunteers are needed. If you are interested 
in volunteering a few hours one or two months per year, 
please call Jerry Geiss for more details at 715.536.9229.
The MEM works because of you! Thank you.

- Jerry & Cindy Geiss

October is Pastor Appreciation Month!
If you see one of these guys, maybe let them know if 
they’ve had an impact on your life as a pastor at Saint 
Stephens ... or if words aren’t your thing, show the love 
in whatever way is meaningful to you! We are blessed at 
Saint Stephens to have two very devoted and dedicated 
pastors! October is a great month to be reminded.

UPDATED FUND BALANCES
As of the end of August, we have the following funds 
allocated toward a new roof for the sanctuary and a 
new updated organ. Thank you for your generosity!
 New Roof Fund: $16,300.00
 Organ Fund:  $22,558.00

strand having influence. In the United Church of Christ, each church makes decisions based on the choices of their 
congregation/members. This gives the church, not the conference or association, a truly unique chance to make decisions 
about the future of the church and let our voices be heard on specific maters.

How can we equip, strengthen, and inspire if there is a lack of participation, a lack of feeling like we are all in it together 
in these main decision making moments? Honestly, we can’t. I find it hard to say we can inspire one another if we are not 
willing to have hard discussions. It’s through those discussions where we can feel equipped and strengthened.

Friends, I want you to feel equipped, I want you to be strengthened, and I want you to get inspired. But, for that to happen, 
we have to do it together. So, let’s have the hard conversations. Let’s continue to equip, strengthen, and inspire together!

“God, what do you want to do,

 through me, 

to accomplish your will 

for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ?”

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
It’s the easiest way to give! Email tina@ststephensucc.
net to get the simple instructions so you can set it up. 
Everyone who has tried it thinks it’s great. 
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Continued on page 4

I was blessed to attend the Leadership Institute in Kansas 
this September. I’ve never been in a mega church before 
and was very excited and intimidated when we first 
arrived. Once we passed through the front doors, the 
intimidation fell away. There were friendly greeters at 
every door and volunteers to direct people around the 
building. There were volunteers helping, and each one 
was genuinely glad we were there. Inside of this mega 

church, with over a thousand people around, I didn’t feel like a stranger or that I didn’t belong there.

I attended four different workshops that were of interest to me, in hopes to bring something back to use in my life 
as well as to the life of the Church. I attended Making Connections:  Guest and Member Follow-Up, Beyond the 
Five Practices, Helping New Christians Understand the Bible, and Free-Range Volunteering:  Recruiting & Training 
Volunteers. In addition to the workshops, there were several general sessions with guest speakers.

I found the main message throughout the Institute was getting the Church outside into the community - what was 
referred to as Missional attraction … Jesus didn’t teach indoors; he went to where the people were. I believe Saint 
Stephens is already doing this through the many programs that are for the greater good of our community, not just 
the Church.  We, as individuals, could do more of this, as well. We can be the church anywhere; we can help one 
another, be kind to one another, and love one another as Jesus taught us to do.  

I came back excited and ready to get started on projects for the church.  I would like to reach out to people who are 
interested in getting more involved in the life of the church. A few of my ideas are:  start a talent/passions/interest 
questionnaire to connect people with a church activity they would like to do and help be more connected to the 
church and serve at the same time; reach outside of the church to the community; add a separate offering plate or 
section for families in need of items/money; and start a “meet the Bible” class for those reading the Bible for the 
first time or the fiftieth time.  Stay tuned for information in the future.

Again, I was blessed to have been invited to attend.  I pray that anyone who is extended this invitation jumps at the 
opportunity to go. You will not regret it! 

Peace Be With You,
- Mary Stamm

We would like to thank the Congregation for giving us another opportunity to attend Leadership Institute 2018. 
We feel our congregation is closer and more open to each other through the embracing of our Radical Hospitality, 
and we look forward to improving and growing this with new ideas we brought back from this year’s Leadership 
Institute.

First, I would like to thank Church Council and the congregation for the opportunity to attend Leadership Institute 
2018. I once again, have several take-aways from attending the conference. During one of the workshops that 
I attended, we talked about hurry and the rush of our lives today. I learned something so simple, it is almost 
embarrassing to admit ... we cannot tackle everything that we come across on a daily basis at a 10 ... we 
need to live in the moment and do what we can, be proactive, and put all of our resources into what is most 
important to us. I learned that I need to stop investing energy into things that I am no longer passionate about, 
and refocus my time and energy into the places I am passionate about. I also learned about the Four C’s of  
Calm Scheduling: Conviction,” “What is my role? Clarity, What task can only I do?” “Creativity, what gifts and 
talents do I want and need to use?” and “Connection, which relationships do I need to prioritize?” Working through 
the Four C’s allows us (and me) to prioritize what is important and what I can realistically accomplish.  

Another take-away that I have is from one of Senior Pastor Adam Hamilton’s general session. He spoke of being 
intentional with all that we do - intentional partnerships, intentional relationship, and intentional generosity. We are 
already doing this at Saint Stephens, but I look forward to focusing on being intentional in all that we do. I’ve said 
this before, and I will continue to say it ... I can feel the spirit moving at our church, and I am certain that others in 
our congregation and community can feel it too. 

Blessings,
- Beth Houle
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RESULTS OF 2018 ANNUAL MEETING
Did you miss the Annual Meeting last Sunday? Packets are still available in the office if you’d like to read through 
the reports presented by clergy, Council, and staff. Our 2019 Budget is included, too. 

Here’s a recap of what you missed:

• After welcome by Council President, Kent Reinhardt, opening prayer by Rev. Lucas Williams, and the 
official call to order, the congregation approved the Minutes from the 2017 Annual Meeting.

• Annual Reports were given or provided for reading by or on behalf of clergy, Council, and staff.

• As a part of this, the proposed 2019 Budget was presented by Treasurer, Marge Johnson. The 2019 
Budget was REDUCED by $25,427 (as compared to the 2018 Budget approved by the congregation in 
2017). The proposed budget was unanimously approved by the congregation. 

• Council Vice President, Cliff Williams, read a resolution to make the following proposed Amendment 
to the church Constitution and By-Laws:  

Article IX, Amendment 1

In reference to the By-Laws, Section V – ELECTIONS, Paragraph 1, a Council member “shall be 
elected for a two-year term. A member can be elected for only two (2) consecutive terms.” This 
means a member may not serve for more than four consecutive years on the Church Council.

This Amendment to the By-Laws of the St. Stephens UCC Constitution & By-Laws authorizes 
the Church Council to extend the term of the St. Stephens Church Council President who is 
holding the position in 2018 for a term that will not exceed twelve (12) months, extending that 
St. Stephens Church Council President’s term on the Council to a total of five consecutive years.

The resolution was approved/passed by a unanimous vote.

• Marge Johnson, Beth Houle, and Cliff Williams were elected to the Church Council for 2019 for a 
second term and Corey Dornbrack was elected to the Church Council for 2019 for his first term, all by 
a unanimous vote. 

• The congregation voted to accept the new church Vision and Purpose statements as presented by 
Council. They read, as follows:

OUR VISION:  We are a Christian community called by God’s Love to be a force for good in our 
neighborhood and our world.

OUR PURPOSE:  We seek to tell stories of God that challenge our assumptions, to open our doors 
wide with radical hospitality, and to use our own hands and feet to change the world.

• The meeting was adjourned.

A total of 63 people attended the Annual Meeting, including Council members. Meetings aren’t always exciting, 
but they are vitally important to moving Saint Stephens forward where the Spirit is leading us. We are thankful to 
those who came and participated in the congregational meeting process. If you have any questions, either as a 
result of your attendance at the meeting, or after you pick up a packet and review it, please do not hesititate to talk 
with clergy, a Council member, or Tina in the office, and we will help you get answers to those questions.

Continued from page 3

We also have ideas on small group discipleship, evangelism within our church and community, lay leader led 
Bible studies, partnering with other churches and the community on possible missions, and so much more that we 
learned at the Leadership Institute.

We are very thankful that our congregation invested in sending our church’s leadership and lay people to be 
inspired and to inspire our congregation.

We again thank the congregation for the chance to learn and the opportunity to serve.

- Cliff and Renee Williams
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES
(We will post the most recent updates here.  

For the complete timeline dating back to early September 2018, please see 
back issues of The Interpreter.)

October 16, 2018 - Now! For Such A Time As This

We kicked off our Saint Stephens Capital Campaign last Sunday at the 
end of our worship service. Craig from Generis shared with us via a 
live video feed. Everyone received an initial handout helping detail 
what we hope to accomplish with our Now! Capital Campaign. We 

hope you are prayerfully considering the role that you and your family can play in helping us commit to do 
Now! those things we need to do so that Saint Stephens can better serve as the Spirit calls us in the future.

You may have noticed on the handout that $700,000 is our initial goal to enable us to make all the required 
and necessary updates to the church and parsonage. Kulp’s of Stratford is scheduled to start work on the 
sanctuary roof in late November 2018. Exterior paint and partial lead abatement work in the parsonage is 
scheduled to begin in early November 2018. And we are still assessing the electrical work to be done and 
getting bids from contractors.

October 9, 2018

We held our fourth Information & Inspiration Gathering on Sunday, October 7. And now ... the official 
start is here. It’s time for us to be prayerful and attentive and begin our individual work ... imagining what 
is possible here at Saint Stephens if we all work together, collectively, perhaps even a little sacrificially 
... and we will do that this Sunday when we officially kick off our Capital Campaign. The time is Now! 
... This process is a sprint, not a Marathon, so we will only spend five short weeks to learn, to become 
inspired, to continue to pray together:  “God, what do you want to do, through me, to accomplish  
your will for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ?” 

October 2, 2018

Classic Church Organs will begin work on our speaker system in the sanctuary in November in preparation 
for the installation of the new organ. While we have been told the new organ will be installed in February 
in time for Easter, Classic Church Organs has suggested we might be surprised with an even earlier delivery!

September 25, 2018

Another Information & Inspiration Gathering is scheduled for Sunday, October 7, at 10:00 AM immediately 
following worship in the Third Floor Classroom. And we’ll serve brunch! So join us for brunch and to be 
both informed and inspired. The time is Now! We want everyone to attend.

We are now in conversations with Craig Loscalzo from Generis about the public phase of our Capital 
Campaign which will run from October 14 through November 11. 

September 18, 2018

Last week’s three Information and Inspiration Gatherings garnered about 100 attendees total and went 
really well, so we’re off to a good start. BUT ... we want to be sure everyone is informed and inspired, so 
we will offer additional Information and Inspiration Gathering opportunities.

We met with Val Bartlein from Classic Church Organs last week and he inspected the sanctuary to get a 
better idea of everything that will need to be done for the installation of the new organ in February.

And we’ve adopted a theme and logo for our new Capital Campaign:  Now! “For such a time as this.” - 
Esther 4:14

We pray you will join us in this Capital Campaign, because after all, if not now, when? The time is Now!
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NEW TO SAINT STEPHENS?
THINKING OF JOINING OUR CONGREGATION?

Are you new to Saint Stephens? Possibly interested 
in joining our congregation? Come to a new member 
gathering!

Our next new member gathering will be Tuesday, 
October 23, at the home of Scott & Kelly Wallace, 
W2877 County Rd G (on the corner of G & French 
Ridge Road), Merrill, from 6:00-8:00 PM.

For our last new member gathering, we ask that you 
join us for Wednesday evening service on Wednesday, 
November 7, if possible, at 6:00 PM, and then we 
will gather afterwards from 7:00-8:30 PM in the Kuck 
Lounge.

(Most of our gatherings include food, along with the great 
company of staff and some of the leaders and volunteers 
within our church community and are informal, so don’t 
be hesitant about joining us.) 

Please mark your calendar; you are very warmly invited. 
Then RSVP to the office so we know how much food to 
prepare! (715.536.7322) You can also feel free to stop 
in and introduce yourself. We may recognize your new 
face at services but not know your name or your mailing 
address, and we would love for you to join us.

These gatherings will culminate on New Member 
Sunday when we celebrate and recognize new church 
members on Sunday, November 11.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

MARSHFIELD MEDICAL CENTER
Marshfield Medical Center (formerly St. Joseph’s 
Hospital) has a new computer program/system and is 
currently unable to tell us when our church members 
are hospitalized. This means it is more important than 
ever to let us know when someone is hospitalized so 
that we can provide pastoral care to members of our 
congregation. In particular, if they are hospitalized at 
Marshfield Medical Center (formerly St. Joseph’s) in 
Marshfield. ... But even if they are hospitalized at another 
hospital, go ahead and call the office at 715.536.7322 
or, especially on weekends or after office hours, call  
the Pastoral Care Needs line at 715.575.3191.

“God, what do you want to do,

 through me, 

to accomplish your will 

for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ?”

BAKING PANS
If you made desserts for us to sell at Oktoberfest and 
left your pans with your items, please stop in the church 
office to pick up your baking pans. Thanks!

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, October 18 
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

@ Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill
Menu:  Mosociolla, Corn, Rolls, Cakes & Bars, 

Milk, Coffee and Water

37th Annual Potato & Buttermilk Pancake Dinner
All You Can Eat

November 4
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Faith Lutheran Church, 15425 S County Rd K,
Merrill (Midway between Merrill and Wausau)

Adults:  $8     Children 6-12:  $3    Under 5:  Free

Potato and Buttermilk Pancakes, Fresh Pork Sausage, 
Applesauce, Cheese, Coffee Cake/Bars, Beverage, and 

Locally Produced Maple Syrup
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Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to use 
in place of cash! 

HOSPITALITY CORPS MEETING
A meeting of the Hospitality Corps will be held on 
Thursday, October 18, at 6:00 PM in the Kuck Lounge.

What is the Hospitality Corps? That’s what we call 
our groups of volunteers that sign on to extend radical 
hospitality to members and visitors at Saint Stephens 
every Sunday ... helping you cross the street or get 
into the church, offering you an umbrella, greeting you 
with a smile, holding a door, offering you coffee, and 
welcoming you with open arms. Want to become a part 
of our radical Hospitality Corps? Everyone is welcome! 
For starters, just start smiling and greeting people, 
especially anyone you don’t recognize. On a more 
formal level, join a Hospitality Corps team. Contact 
Kathy Hass for more details at 715.536.1307. 

PINE CREST WORSHIP
The October Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, October 25. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda 
Hass, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will 
lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the 
pianist.

Come Be Inspired
View an extraordinary work of art and faith,  

The Saint John’s Bible
Open House

Daily October 10-28 from 10:00 AM-7:00 PM
Benedictine Living Community of Wausau

1821 N 4th Avenue, Wausau
For questions or to learn more, call 715.675.9451 or 

visit  www.blcwausau.org/events

Prayer
God of all the families of the Earth, you paint the colors of the trees and direct the changing of 
seasons. Alert us to the changing seasons you are ushering in for our community. Your ways are 
different from our ways, and we call you holy because of that difference. We look to your holy ways 
as we recall the visions of our ancestors, and listen for the dreams of our children. Grant us grace 
sufficient enough for our time - for such a time as this. We are prepared to do what you have now 
set before us to do. You call us into this holy moment. Your Spirit moves amongst us. We join with 
your creative power to embrace the challenge of the future ahead. By your love, we will welcome 
that future without fear, but with anticipation and resilience. We each contribute what is ours to 
offer - more powerful than we understand, more generous than we believe possible. Together we 
will build something beautiful for the generations to come. In the name of Jesus, our teacher and 
guide, we pray. Amen.

Food Pantry 
Donations totaled 
191 pounds this 

month! Thank You!

CODY CLAUSON FAMILY TRIO DINNER CONCERT
November 4 at 12:30 PM
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,  

W2604 Cty Hwy P,
Merrill

Enjoy a concert by the Trio and a delicious catered 
meal in the St. Paul’s Fellowship Hall

Dinner & Concert Price:  $37.50
For tickets, call Lois at 715.536.6965
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy 
to care for them during the service. We are still looking 
for more adult volunteers to staff the nursery, so if 
you love to cuddle on babies, contact Sally Woller at 
715.536.9870 to volunteer.

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday 
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 3 
through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class, 
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups 
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith 
Formation class that meets at the same time as the 
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only 
twice per month and in the third floor classroom (see 
the Faith Formation section below).

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms 
before worship.

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Our next Faith Formation Class will meet in the Third 
Floor Classroom at 9:00 AM on Sunday, October 21, 
and Sunday, October 28. All 7th and 8th grade students 
should plan to join us. See you then!

PRE-K/KINDERGARTEN SUNDAY SCHOOL
What’s Sunday School like for Pre-K’ers and 
kindergarteners? Read on to find out ...

Sunday, October 14:  The scripture for our lesson 
was Mark 10:17-31 and the theme for the lesson was 
POSSESSIONS.

We had 14 littles in class today, along with 4 bigs to 
help us.

We counted down one more week, to have six weeks 
left in the Season after Pentecost. I had the children 
stretch their arms out in front of them, cross their arms 
and hold their hands. Then I asked them if they could fit 
their head through the hole that was up by their hands, 
which was some thing that was hard to do. Our Bible 
story was about something that is hard to do. I asked the 
children what are some of their favorite POSSESSIONS. 
Some answers were jewels, dresses, toys, hotwheels. I 
then asked them what POSSESSIONS would be hard 
to share and each gave the same answers. Sometimes, 
Jesus asks us to do things that are hard - like sharing our 
favorite things.

We watched a video where one of the characters brought 
some special toys, her POSSESSIONS, to Sunday School, 
and the other characters wanted to play with them 
without asking.

We read our story in small groups, on page 290. The 
story is about a rich man asking Jesus how he can get 
into heaven and the response Jesus gives him is: “Sell 
your POSSESSIONS and give the money to the poor.” 
Which is shocking to the rich man. Jesus then says “It is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God”. I asked the 
kids what else would be hard to fit through the eye of a 
needle. Some responses were:  trucks, pumpkins, shoes. 

We then had some time to paint pumpkins.

The closing prayer is: Dear God, help u s remember that 
you are the most important thing in our lives. Thank you 
for giving us hope when we forget. Amen.

- Liz and Kendra
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CONFIRMATION 
CLASSES
New (1st year) 
confirmands ... please 
watch The Interpreter 
for your next 
scheduled class.

2nd year Confirmation 
students meet each Wednesday evening. Students attend 
worship at 6:00 PM and then meet directly afterwards 
for class and discussion. Confirmation classes will last 
two hours and will meet in the third floor classroom/
youth room.

YOUTH GROUPS
Middle School Youth Group (Grades 6-8) See the 
article on the right and get signed up for the Knock 
Knock Middle School Retreat BEFORE October 28!

High School Youth Group The sign-up sheet for the 
October 27 Lock-In is already out in the church office, 
so stop in and sign up! Sign up ENDS October 21, so if 
you’re planning to come, don’t delay. And yes, friends 
are welcome! )

YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• October 27 @ 4:30 PM until October 28  
after worship:  Lock-In

• November 11 after worship:   
Second Youth Gathering

• December 9 @ 6:00 PM:  Movie Night!

• December 16 - Time TBD:  Youth Gathering

• January 11-13, 2019:  Youth Retreat  
@ Pilgrim Center

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• October 28 after worship 10:00 AM -  
12:00 PM - Youth Gathering

• November 16-18 - Youth Retreat @ Pilgrim 
Center

• December 16 after worship 10:00 AM -  
12:00 PM - Youth Gathering

• February 9 @ 4:30 PM until February 10  
after worship:  Lock-In

• May 5 after worship 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM   
Youth Gathering

SIGN UP FOR THE MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT
Knock Knock Middle School Retreat

Friday, November 16 – Sunday, November 18, 2018
(It’s a Middle School Thing!)

Sign up and come to the Pilgrim Center with us ... where 
we will join other middle schoolers from churches all 
over the state at a retreat called Knock Knock Middle 
School Retreat. This adventure will help us open the door 
to an energized Youth Ministry here at Saint Stephens, 
and we’re super excited to be going as a group!

Discover love and acceptance as the true experience 
of the church, connect faith to your life concerns, do 
hands-on workshops and Bible study, be inspired by 
the Drama Team, and learn how you can keep opening 
doors back here at Saint Stephens after the retreat is 
over.

Cost is $198 per person, but Saint Stephens will cover 
half the cost ... that means your cost is $98 for each 
student attending.

(If finances are a hardship, please speak with Pastor 
Lucas. We don’t want to turn anyone away due to 
financial difficulties.)

Sign up on the clipboard in the office. Then pick up a 
Registration/Permission form and return it to the office 
with your $98 payment by October 28. 

Friends are welcome, but they will need to return a 
signed Registration/Permission form and their $98 
payment by the October 28, too.
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SCRIP PARTICIPANTS:  NO PREPAID CARD OR CERTIFICATE NEEDED
Did You Know? ... Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products will send a 

percentage of your purchase of $100 or more (when you use cash or a check) to Saint Stephens. Miller 
Furniture and Courtside Furniture also participate in the Scrip program in this same manner. Just tell 

whichever store you are shopping at that you belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 

SPECIAL GIFTS

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Delicious

“It is written, ‘God gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ 
Then Jesus said, ‘I am the bread...’” - John 6:31, 35

During a class on the sacraments, a student, Carol, told 
this story:

After a snowstorm, only a few folks who lived within 
trudging distance made it to church, including Carol 
and her daughter, Melanie, who was four. The service 
was simple, a hymn, scripture, communion. Melanie 
had never received communion, but she was there, 
and no one was stopping her, so she held out her hand. 
With everybody else in the reverent circle, she ate. 
Then she broke the hush: “Mommy!” she cried, “This is 
the most delicious bread!”

Adults overthink everything. Especially communion. 

We divide into theological camps over it. We exclude 
people deemed morally, denominationally, doctrinally 
unfit. We bar little children until they’re capable of 
abstraction. We understand everything about bread 
except that you’re meant to eat it. But Melanie tasted 
what we forget—before all else, communion is food, 
delectable Presence, Jesus’ sweet surrendered self. It is 
the most delicious Bread.

You don’t need to be grown-up, orthodox, or confirmed 
to know that something tastes good; to savor a grace 
of exceptional flavor; to sense that this is a mercy and 
no ordinary thing; to be surprised at it, grateful; to cry 
out, delighted. You need only be there, extending your 
hand. You need only eat.

And so, by the way, if communion isn’t delicious in 
your church, if it’s gummy Wonder white or sawdust 
gluten-free, why not replace it with something less 
disagreeable? It’s hard to believe you’re at heaven’s 
feast when the meal tastes like cardboard and glue. 
When choosing an edible sign that Christ is truly with 
us, always go for flavor. Do not disappoint Melanie.

Prayer

Feed us with sweet grace, dear Christ. And may we 
become, like you, a most delicious bread, sharing 
ourselves with all who need a taste of heaven. Amen

By Mary Luti

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials
 $45.00 in memory of Shirley Kloss from Friends & Family 
 $67.00 in loving memory of Steven “Beaver” Wendorf on his birthday from Rose Wendorf and Family

Organ Fund
 $20.00 in memory of Hildegarde Seeger from Dan & Patsy Pick

Radio
 $190.00 in memory of Shirley Kloss from Friends & Family

New Roof 
 $300.00 in memory of Shirley Kloss from Jack Seger 
 $100.00 in memory of Shirley Kloss from Joe Seger
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UPCOMING EVENTS
THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21 - Worship at 9:00 AM -  

with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the third floor nursery);  
9:00 AM Sunday School in Classrooms; Faith Formation Class 
Coffee Hour after worship in the Kuck Lounge- Please join us! 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Contemplative Style Worship

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY and COMMITMENT SUNDAY:  NOVEMBER 11
TOTENFEST SUNDAY:  NOVEMBER 25

ADVENT BEGINS:  December 2

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text  SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

At 5 PM Monday

Pork Spare Ribs, Potatoes, 
Hot Veggie, Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

Merrill Eagles #584
Pancake Breakfast:  Regular & Potato Pancakes

Sunday, October 21
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Proceeds to benefit Jim Erno  
to defray medical expenses

Adults:  $8  Children 6-10:  $4  
Age 5 & Under:  Free

Open to the Public

HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Join us for Make A Difference Day

October 27
8:30 AM - 12:00 Noon

We’re organizing a group from Saint 
Stephens to help in our community.  
YOU can make a difference!

Call Kenyon Golisch at 715.218.5745 
to let him know you’ll help make a 
difference on October 27.
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COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS
We NEED Coffee Hour sponsors! Can you or a group 
of friends or family sponsor a Coffee Hour? Sign up on 
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Bring snacks, make the 
coffee (instructions on fridge), set it up, socialize!

UNDER THE BRIDGE
Do you have men’s socks, pants, flannel shirts, sweaters 
or sweatshirts, long underwear, jackets, rain gear, or 
other new or gently used items you can donate? The 
homeless community would appreciate your donations 
as the evening temperatures have now started to drop.

Warm winter clothes and boots will also be welcome 
in the near future. Again, please donate items that are 
only gently used and have some life left in them. 

Warm sleeping bags or wool blankets may also be 
welcome. Please, nothing that smells mildewy or has 
been stored too long wear it is damp. 

Donations may be brought to the church office so that 
Dave Raddenbach can distribute them to the homeless 
community on Wednesdays along with sandwiches. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

WAUSAU WARMING CENTER
The start of the Catholic Charities 2018-2019 Wausau 
Warming Center season is right around the corner, and 
the Wausau Warming Center needs volunteers to help 
staff the facility. We are looking forward to working 
with so many of you again this year. In preparation for 
the opening, orientation sessions have been scheduled.

The Volunteer Orientation dates are as follows:

Thursday, October 18        6:30-8:00 PM
Wednesday, October 24    6:30-8:00 PM
Thursday, October 25        10:30 AM-Noon
Monday, October 29            6:30-8:00 PM

Please call the Wausau office at 715.849.3311 to register 
for the orientation session that works best for you if 
you’d like to get involved. If you have any additional 
questions, please feel free to either call or email Tracy 
Rieger directly at 608.519.8069 or trieger@cclse.org.

Did you miss the Annual Meeting?
Copies of Annual Reports are available in the Church 

Office.
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LIKE us on Facebook!

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

November 25 
December 2, 9, 16, 24, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

October 28 
November 4, 11 
December 2, 30

Coffee Hour 
November 4, 11, 18, 

December 2, 9, 23, 30

LINCOLN COUNTY RESPITE NEEDS CAREGIVERS
Can you imagine how exhausting it can be caring for 
a child with special needs or disabilities? Love is there, 
but the need for a break is real. 

Do you have a heart for children with disabilities and 
their families? A heart to be a temporary caregiver so 
the child’s family can take a much-needed break?

Lincoln County Respite is a non-profit group aimed 
at matching respite providers with families who need 
just such a break ... and being a respite caregiver or 
provider, as they are called, is a paid position. Each 
family is eligible for 12 hours of respite care per month, 
and each provider is compensated $10 per hour along 
with the priceless knowledge that they are providing a 
valuable service to families who truly do appreciate it.

To learn more, contact Linda Plautz or Sue Geiss. Leave 
a message at 715.921.5961 or email:  lcrespite@gmail.
com and Linda or Sue will get back to you! Or ask 
Linda for more information when you see her at church!

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

Merrill Enrichment/Expo Center
FALL CRAFT SHOW
Saturday, October 20 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

303 N. Sales Street, Merrill

ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT AT MOON BEACH:  
NOVEMBER 9-11
Registration deadline for the November 9-11 Annual 
Women’s Retreat at Moon Beach is October 26. Jointly 
hosted by Saint Stephens United Church of Christ and 
First Congregational UCC of Wisconsin Rapids, you can 
customize your retreat. Choose to walk in the woods or 
participate in yoga, self-care, vespers, creative projects, 
and just relax in the company of other women ... 
Registration forms available at church or on our website 
(www.ststephensucc.net) under Resources and then 
Forms. Bring a sister, mother, or friend!



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21... Twenty-second Sunday After Pentecost
  Rev. Lucas Williams preaching 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available. 
Sunday School and Faith Formation at 9:00 AM in Classrooms  

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir. 
Flowers on the altar are in celebration of Genevieve Kruchko’s 3rd birthday from 

Rich & Nancy Dabbert.  
Radio Ministry is in memory of Shirley Kloss from Friends and Family.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Fehrmann Families.  
Nursery will be staffed by Bonnie Koelsch, Molly Lyon, and Jenna Brandenburg. 

Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 
Nancy Seidel, Charles Reinhardt, Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz.

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly Wallace, Chris & 
Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe. 

Middle School Youth Group meets after worship at 10:15 AM. 
Confirmation Make-Up Session for 2nd year Confirmands at 10:15 AM.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, OCTOBER 22  
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00  Dartball in 1st Floor Classrm

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23 
  12:00 Staff Meeting 
 4:30 Worship & Music Meeting 
 6:00 New Member Gathering #2 
           at the Wallaces

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:45 Visitation Meeting 
 7:00 2nd Year Confirmation Class 
 7:00 Choir Practice

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir 
 6:00 Girl Scout Troop 7074

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.


