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October 9, 2018SO IT BEGINS

This Sunday is an important Sunday for our congregation, 
and I pray that you all will make special effort to be in 
attendance for it! Your presence matters.

First, this is our Annual Meeting Sunday. I know that 
it’s business and seems like it’s something that is either 
boring or that thing someone else will take care of. 
And, of course, there are no more non-busy days in the 
week, so there’s always stuff to get back to as soon as 
we leave church. I understand; it’s true for me too. But I 
wonder, if you haven’t stayed around for an Annual Meeting in a few years, or ever, maybe 
this year, this Sunday, if you might make a special point to be here. I wonder what it might 
be like to have well over a quorum for our meeting. A quorum is 50 people, and the highest 
attendance we’ve had since I’ve been here is 85. We’ve also had just 51. I wonder if we 
might try to break one hundred. It’s not really the numbers that matter in the end, beyond 
getting the quorum. What matters is that this is the time when we get to review the year, 
and to choose our leaders and set a budget, which really means setting our priorities for the 
upcoming year. For those of you who need it, there will be childcare provided during the 
meeting. Invite your youth and children to be a part of the meeting, as well.

In addition to these things, last week in this space in The Interpreter I talked about vision 
and mission, and this Sunday we will be voting on adopting these statements for our 
congregation. Your Church Council has spent many hours over many months, including 
two retreats, being prayerful and working together to come up with these statements, and 
they believe they speak to who we are today, and who we aspire to be in the years ahead. 
If we do it right, and live into these words, it could make a big difference in the life of our 
congregation, and it’d be great to hear from you and have you be a part of the conversation 
or even just the vote.

This Sunday and our Annual Meeting will also be particularly important because it is the 
official beginning of our NOW! campaign. We are digging in deep for the next five weeks 
to determine how we will spend our money and time for our future. It can be easy to write 
off these projects, as “just for the building,” but they are more than that, as many of you 
already know.

Even as the cultural landscape is changing around us in terms of what it means to be church 
and to be Christian, we here at Saint Stephens have a unique role to play in our community 
and in the broader life of the church. There are churches, even here in Merrill, who are 
selling away their building and reimagining what their congregation looks like without a 
building to call their own. I think it can be easy to forget that this building isn’t a necessity. 
Very few of us would say that, but in light of how churches are functioning today, we need 
to be honest about that reality. 

So, if we believe that we are called to do church in a way, in this time and place, that 
requires this building, or even if we just want it (because that’s good, too), it’s moments 
like these that determine what this building means to us and the ministry that is possible 
because we have such a beautiful, historic, and inspired facility for Saint Stephens UCC to 
call our home. 

(Continued on page 3)
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Don’t miss the

Saint Stephens Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 14, 2018
after the 9:00 AM Worship

Annual reports, Council elections, 
Voting on Resolution for Amendment to By-Laws, 

Voting on a new Mission Statement 
and more!

PLANNING FOR OUR 2018 ANNUAL MEETING
Are you planning to attend the 2018 Annual Meeting on Sunday, October 14, after worship? Do you know why 
it’s important to attend and all the things we’ll be voting on? Here’s the 4-1-1:

We’ll vote on the “normal” Annual Meeting stuff:

• Approval of Minutes from 2017 Annual Meeting
• 2018 Annual Report
• Proposed 2019 Budget
• Church Council Elections for 2019

We will also vote on a proposed Amendment to the church Consitituion and By-Laws (see article on page 4).

And we will vote on proposed Vision and Purpose Statements developed and crafted by your Church Council. 
We will ask the congregation to approve and adopt these new statements and expressions of faith as a part of 
our culture here at Saint Stephens. Here are the proposed statements:

OUR VISION:  We are a Christian community called by God’s Love to be a force for good in our neighborhood 
and our world.

OUR PURPOSE:  We seek to tell stories of God that challenge our assumptions, to open our doors wide with 
radical hospitality, and to use our own hands and feet to change the world.
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We are blessed to be beating the trends in terms of demographics. Generationally, we are pretty evenly spread out in 
terms of the five generations that are living today. Is the oldest generation the largest percentage of our congregation? Yes. 
But it is not nearly the majority. Over the last three years, our Sunday School and Faith Formation classes have grown, and 
I think most of us can feel that even on Sunday mornings. With Pastor Lucas Williams now on board, our middle school 
and high school youth groups are being reborn, and I’m confident that these will once again become thriving ministries 
of Saint Stephens. And we continue to stand out in the community in terms of running programs and supporting others 
who are caring for the people who live here, and the least of these, as Jesus asked, in particular.

The next five weeks as we explore what it means to be here NOW! For Such a Time as This … we will remember that 
this is so much more than a building project. We are determining who we are and who want to be in the years to come. 
I pray that you and your family and friends will be in prayer and conversation as we make these important decisions and 
commitments. It will take all of us. Thanks for what you do already and what you will continue to do … and perhaps most 
importantly, what we each will decide to do new, and for the first time, for such a time as this.

Blessings for you and for us,

(Continued from page 1)

CHURCH COUNCIL PROPOSES AMENDMENT TO BY-LAWS
Recently the Church Council was made aware by Tina Scott, Saint Stephens’ ever diligent Business Manager, that 
we were about to lose our current President of Council, Kent Reinhardt, due to term limits. After much discussion, 
Council came to the conclusion that making a change of leadership as we begin the Capital Campaign and other 
long overdue projects would be detrimental to the strategy we have put in place.

We would like to ask you, the Congregation of Saint Stephens, to consider the following Amendment to the 
Constitution and Bylaws, to extend Kent’s term on Council for a term not to exceed one (1) year so that we may 
have his excellent leadership and dedication through this important phase of our endeavors on behalf of the 
Church.

Pursuant to the Saint Stephens UCC Constitution and By-Laws, we the Church Council of Saint Stephens, will present 
to the Congregation the following Amendment to the Constitution and By-Laws. Said Amendment is authorized for 
consideration under Article IX (page 4) of the Constitution and By-Laws agreed upon by the Congregation.

This resolution will be on the ballot, along with the election of officers, at this Sunday’s Annual Meeting. We hope 
you will all plan to attend and will vote in favor of this proposed Amendment.

The proposed Amendment reads:

Article IX, Amendment 1

In reference to the By-Laws, Section V – ELECTIONS, Paragraph 1, a Council member “shall be elected for a 
two-year term. A member can be elected for only two (2) consecutive terms.” This means a member may not 
serve for more than four consecutive years on the Church Council.

This Amendment to the By-Laws of the StaintStephens UCC Constitution & By-Laws authorizes the Church 
Council to extend the term of the St. Stephens Church Council President who is holding the position in 2018 
for a term that will not exceed twelve (12) months, extending that St. Stephens Church Council President’s 
term on the Council to a total of five consecutive years.

Thank you,
Saint Stephens Church Council

Kyle
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NOW! For Such A Time As This …

Now! … really? For such a time as this? Really? When there are so many things we are working to fit into each day, 
when “for such a time as this” already has enough work, commitments, and needs for our time, money, and energy? 
Why would this be the time we would embark on such large projects? Why, when there’s so much going on in the 
world around us, and we struggle to keep straight all the information and opportunities streaming towards us, would 
we do this work, now of all times? Why, when we know fear is strong, would we look to the future and decide to invest 
in these projects, when so much could get in the way?

Now … those are good questions. One answer is, well, there will always be something in the way, so why not now? 
But there are better answers, as well. Our sacred text is full of stories telling us about how our spiritual ancestors, even 
in their poverty, oppression, and slavery, were imagining a more valuable, gracious, free, and life-giving future. The 
story of the Exodus tells of the Hebrew people calling out to God, and God providing a future with freedom and hope. 
And there are many stories that tell us how others used their “now” to imagine a rich future where relationships flourish. 
Our tradition calls us to imagine a future that is different than today, particularly when it’s hard and it would be easy 
to do nothing.

Now … it’s always good to be honest about how we got to today. Many of us know that some of these building projects 
have been around for a while and have been deferred for later. Deferring for a later, “more opportune” time, can be 
prudent and responsible, because of the resources needed to make the changes and repairs. Eventually, deferring is no 
longer prudent, and runs the risk of neglect. Of course, sometimes neglect isn’t obvious until it’s too late. So, now is 
the time, because we know many projects have been put off, and we don’t want to wait until something goes wrong 
and then it’s too late. I know that breaking the inertia of deferring can be difficult, but we trust ultimately that it will 
be worth it.

Now … is a funny thing to think about. Because “now” is this moment. Like, right now. This one. Nope, not the one 
where you read that last sentence, that moment is already gone. It’s in the past. Now, is right here, and then as quick 
as it arrived, it was gone. Now, is the moment in which the future becomes the past, and is constantly on the move. 
There’s so much going on that we don’t think much about the passage of time, because well, that would take time. But 
each passing second adds to the time-bank we refer to as the past. I wonder when you start thinking about something 
as being in the past? Last week? Yesterday? An hour ago? Time is precious, which we know, but we often trade-in this 
moment for longing for the past or being anxious about the future. The power of now, is the only power we have, and 
that power always determines what the future will be. Sometimes, it becomes necessary to set aside what is urgent 
today, so we can accomplish what is necessary for tomorrow. 

Now … could we keep waiting? Yeah, probably. Is the sanctuary roof currently leaking? No, it is not. Thanks be to 
God. But do we know that it is 95 years old? Yes. Do we know that there are loose tiles? Yes. Do we know that they 
are made with asbestos? Yes. Do we notice that the roof kinda looks like it’s 95 years old? Yes. And if we use our “now” 
to do this work, the generations that come after us can use the next 95 years to better care for the needs of their time. 
And we will have set an example for them, to build a future for those to come after them.

Now … we acknowledge that this “now,” this moment will soon be in the past, and we will wonder where it went. 
Where did it go? How did I miss it? When did the kids grow up? When did I get so old? When did my beard get this 
gray? Probably when I was paying attention to something else, that was urgent at the time. Every once in a while, the 
future requires that we do something, now, so that God can use us more fully. 

Now … so later we can build stronger ministries for our children and grandchildren. 

Now … so later we can feed more people and care more for the community. 

Now … so later we can welcome the community into our doors more fully. 

Now … so later we can build stronger community within our walls through baptisms, confirmations, weddings, 
ordinations, and funerals. When we acknowledge that “now” is the time for big things, we honor our history, and we 
lay the foundation for the future.

I’m grateful to be together in this time and place, for such a time as this. God is on the move, and together, each 
doing our part, we will build a beautiful future for ourselves and for the next 95 years to come.

Blessings,

Kyle
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES
(We will post the most recent updates here.  

For the complete timeline dating back to early September 2018, please see 
back issues of The Interpreter.)

October 9, 2018

We held our fourth Information & Inspiration Gathering on Sunday, 
October 7. And now ... the official start is here. It’s time for us to be prayerful 
and attentive and begin our individual work ... imagining what is possible 
here at Saint Stephens if we all work together, collectively, perhaps 

even a little sacrificially ... and we will do that this Sunday when we officially kick off our Capital Campaign. 
The time is Now! ... This process is a sprint, not a Marathon, so we will only spend five short weeks to learn, 
to become inspired, to continue to pray together:  “God, what do you want to do, through me, to accomplish  
your will for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ?” 

October 2, 2018

Classic Church Organs will begin work on our speaker system in the sanctuary in November in preparation 
for the installation of the new organ. While we have been told the new organ will be installed in February 
in time for Easter, Classic Church Organs has suggested we might be surprised with an even earlier delivery!

September 25, 2018

Another Information & Inspiration Gathering is scheduled for Sunday, October 7, at 10:00 AM immediately 
following worship in the Third Floor Classroom. And we’ll serve brunch! So join us for brunch and to be 
both informed and inspired. The time is Now! We want everyone to attend.

We are now in conversations with Craig Loscalzo from Generis about the public phase of our Capital 
Campaign which will run from October 14 through November 11. 

September 18, 2018

Last week’s three Information and Inspiration Gatherings garnered about 100 attendees total and went 
really well, so we’re off to a good start. BUT ... we want to be sure everyone is informed and inspired, so 
we will offer additional Information and Inspiration Gathering opportunities.

We met with Val Bartlein from Classic Church Organs last week and he inspected the sanctuary to get a 
better idea of everything that will need to be done for the installation of the new organ in February.

And we’ve adopted a theme and logo for our new Capital Campaign:  Now! “For such a time as this.” - 
Esther 4:14

We pray you will join us in this Capital Campaign, because after all, if not now, when? The time is Now!

September 11, 2018

Saint Stephens signed a contract with Classic Church Organs for the purchase of our new organ! The new 
organ will be installed in the sanctuary in February 2019 in time for Easter.

The first of three Information and Inspiration Geetings was held last evening at Stoney Acres in Athens, and 
we had a great night! More than 60 people came out for pizza and drinks. What did we do? We generated 
enthusiasm and everyone enjoyed themselves as we started looking to our future, and we were reminded 
to look toward what God wants for us for Saint Stephens.

We were invited to contemplate and pray ... 

God, what do you want to do, through me, to accomplish  
your will for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ?
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SAINT STEPHENS SERVICE AT BELL TOWER
Monthly worship service at Bell Tower Residence is 
back! Our first service will be held at 1:45 PM this Friday, 
October 12. If you have family members at Bell Tower, 
please bring them to the service and join us!

NEW TO SAINT STEPHENS?
THINKING OF JOINING OUR CONGREGATION?

Are you new to Saint Stephens? Possibly interested 
in joining our congregation? Come to a new member 
gathering!

Our first new member gathering was held last night 
at the parsonage, and seven people who have been 
attending Saint Stephens came together with Council 
members and clergy. It was a fun group.

If you couldn’t make it to last night’s gathering, don’t 
worry! You’re invited to our second and third new 
member gatherings to get to know everyone and learn 
a little more about Saint Stephens, too. Please join us.

Our second new member gathering will be Tuesday, 
October 23, at the home of Scott & Kelly Wallace, 
W2877 County Rd G (on the corner of G & French 
Ridge Road), Merrill, from 6:00-8:00 PM.

For our last new member gathering, we ask that you 
join us for Wednesday evening service on Wednesday, 
November 7, if possible, at 6:00 PM, and then we 
will gather afterwards from 7:00-8:30 PM in the Kuck 
Lounge.

(Most of our gatherings include food, along with the 
great company of staff and some of the leaders and 
volunteers within our church community and are 
informal, so don’t be hesitant about joining us.) 

Please mark your calendar; you are very warmly invited. 
Then RSVP to the office so we know how much food 
to prepare! (715.536.7322) You can also feel free to 
stop in and introduce yourself. We may recognize your 
new face at services but not know your name or your 
mailing address, and we would love for you to join us.

These gatherings will culminate on New Member 
Sunday when we celebrate and recognize new church 
members on Sunday, November 11.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

OKTOBERFEST NUMBERS ... NOT QUITE YET
Final Oktoberfest numbers are not yet in, but just think 
of all the fun we had! Would you like to see this become 
an annual event? 

Perhaps with some additional expanded events or 
surprises? Just think what we could do next year with 
more ideas and volunteers to make it happen!
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THE FUTURE OF THE PARSONAGE
In recent months, some members of our congregation 
have inquired about the cost effectiveness of the repairs 
and renovations needed at/to the parsonage. Council 
wanted to do due diligence to address these concerns 
and appointed a group of individuals to form an ad 
hoc Parsonage Committee to review the repairs and 
renovations needed and basically do a cost benefit 
analysis of keeping our existing parsonage versus other 
options. The following is the report of the Parsonage 
Committee: 

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 

Recently the Parsonage Committee concluded its cost 
analysis concerning the renovation of the Saint Stephens 
parsonage and has reached a unanimous decision 
concerning its future.

The Committee examined the costs of the renovation 
as well as the cost of demolition of the facility while 
keeping in the mind the historical value and parishioners 
concerns and wishes.

In its current state the parsonage is simply untenable. 
While Pastor Carnes and Jamie have done an admirable 
job in correcting what they could on their own, there 
are several items simply beyond their capabilities, first 
and foremost being the replacement of the windows 
which are lined with lead.

A determination was made that the facility in its current 
state could not be sold and/or rented without the 
needed repairs and at best could only be sold off as 
scrap.

To raze the facility would incur a cost of $123,000. 
This was compared to repair costs of $130,000 which 
includes new windows, paint, and a new roof. 

We also considered that if we chose to remove the 
parsonage, the church would incur a new line item 
expense of a minimum of $2,000 a month for living/
housing expenses for the pastor and his family, resulting 
in a new annual expense of no less than $24,000 per 
year, a figure that will likely increase in future years. 

With these factors in mind, the Parsonage Committee 
has submitted its decision in favor of expending the 
moneys needed for the renovation of the parsonage as 
a long term cost saving measure. 

As mentioned, this decision was unanimous 

Thank you for your attention on this matter.

- Christopher Stamm, Parsonage Committee 
And Church Council Member

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to use 
in place of cash! 

HOSPITALITY CORPS MEETING
A meeting of the Hospitality Corps will be held on 
Thursday, October 18, at 6:00 PM in the Kuck Lounge.

What is the Hospitality Corps? That’s what we call 
our groups of volunteers that sign on to extend radical 
hospitality to members and visitors at Saint Stephens 
every Sunday ... helping you cross the street or get 
into the church, offering you an umbrella, greeting you 
with a smile, holding a door, offering you coffee, and 
welcoming you with open arms. Want to become a part 
of our radical Hospitality Corps? Everyone is welcome! 
For starters, just start smiling and greeting people, 
especially anyone you don’t recognize. On a more 
formal level, join a Hospitality Corps team. Contact 
Kathy Hass for more details at 715.536.1307. 

PINE CREST WORSHIP
The October Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, October 25. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda 
Hass, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will 
lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the 
pianist.

Come Be Inspired
View an extraordinary work of art and faith,  

The Saint John’s Bible
Open House

Daily October 10-28 from 10:00 AM-7:00 PM
Benedictine Living Community of Wausau

1821 N 4th Avenue, Wausau
For questions or to learn more, call 715.675.9451 or 

visit  www.blcwausau.org/events
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No matter who you are  
or where you are on life’s journey,  

you’re welcome here.

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy 
to care for them during the service. We are still looking 
for more adult volunteers to staff the nursery, so if 
you love to cuddle on babies, contact Sally Woller at 
715.536.9870 to volunteer.

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday 
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 3 
through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class, 
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups 
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith 
Formation class that meets at the same time as the 
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only 
twice per month and in the third floor classroom (see 
the Faith Formation section below).

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms 
before worship.

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Our next Faith Formation Class will meet in the Third 
Floor Classroom at 9:00 AM on Sunday, October 21, 
and Sunday, October 28. All 7th and 8th grade students 
should plan to join us. See you then!

PRE-K/KINDERGARTEN SUNDAY SCHOOL
What’s Sunday School like for Pre-K’ers and 
kindergarteners? Read on to find out ...

The scripture for today’s lesson was Mark 10:2-16 and 
the theme for the lesson was BELONG. 

Today we had some extra helpers with us, 5th and 6th 
graders from  Sunday School class and 7th and 8th 
graders from Faith Formation class. We counted down 
one more week, to have seven weeks left in the Season 
after Pentecost. While we were in our circle, each little 
sat next to a big. We talked about how we all BELONG 
in God’s family. While enjoying their apples from Pastor 
Lucas and Pastor Kyle, questions were asked until 
everyone’s hand was raised - Raise your hand if you 
have brown hair, if you wear glasses, if you have blue 
eyes, if you are wearing pink, if you are wearing Packers 
clothes, if you are wearing dinosaur skeletons on your 
shirt, if you are wearing blue, etc. This showed how 
everyone BELONGs in Gods family as well.

We watched a video where some of the characters felt 
left out because they were told they are too little to learn 
about God, but at the end of the video it was proven no 
matter how big or little you are, we are all able to learn 
about God and the Bible, because everyone BELONGs 
in God’s family.  We passed around three mirrors and 
had everyone look in the mirror saying “I BELONG in 
God’s family.”

We read our story on pg. 286 in the Whirl Story Bible 
book, Jesus Welcomes Children. The Bible story was 
about how Jesus wanted the children to come to him 
and to not be quiet or sent away. 

Both the bigs and the littles had some time to color 
placemats for the Empty Bowls Event. While coloring, 
we sang the song Jesus Loves Me, which includes the 
words “little ones to Him BELONG.” How fitting for our 
theme today!?

We closed today with a prayer:  Dear God, sometimes 
it’s hard for kids to feel like they BELONG. Thank you 
for creating a kingdom that welcomes everyone! Amen.

- Sara, Leesa, and Liz
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CONFIRMATION 
CLASSES
New (1st year) 
confirmands ... please 
watch The Interpreter 
for your next 
scheduled class.

2nd year Confirmation 
students meet each Wednesday evening. Students attend 
worship at 6:00 PM and then meet directly afterwards 
for class and discussion. Confirmation classes will last 
two hours and will meet in the third floor classroom/
youth room.

YOUTH GROUPS
Middle School Youth Group (Grades 6-8) See the 
article on the right and get signed up for the Knock 
Knock Middle School Retreat BEFORE October 28!

High School Youth Group The sign-up sheet for the 
October 27 Lock-In is already out in the church office, 
so stop in and sign up! Sign up ENDS October 21, so if 
you’re planning to come, don’t delay. And yes, friends 
are welcome! )

YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• October 27 @ 4:30 PM until October 28  
after worship:  Lock-In

• November 11 after worship:   
Second Youth Gathering

• December 9 @ 6:00 PM:  Movie Night!

• December 16 - Time TBD:  Youth Gathering

• January 11-13, 2019:  Youth Retreat  
@ Pilgrim Center

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• October 28 after worship 10:00 AM -  
12:00 PM - Youth Gathering

• November 16-18 - Youth Retreat @ Pilgrim 
Center

• December 16 after worship 10:00 AM -  
12:00 PM - Youth Gathering

• February 9 @ 4:30 PM until February 10  
after worship:  Lock-In

• May 5 after worship 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM   
Youth Gathering

SIGN UP FOR THE MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT
Knock Knock Middle School Retreat

Friday, November 16 – Sunday, November 18, 2018
(It’s a Middle School Thing!)

Sign up and come to the Pilgrim Center with us ... where 
we will join other middle schoolers from churches all 
over the state at a retreat called Knock Knock Middle 
School Retreat. This adventure will help us open the door 
to an energized Youth Ministry here at Saint Stephens, 
and we’re super excited to be going as a group!

Discover love and acceptance as the true experience 
of the church, connect faith to your life concerns, do 
hands-on workshops and Bible study, be inspired by 
the Drama Team, and learn how you can keep opening 
doors back here at Saint Stephens after the retreat is 
over.

Cost is $198 per person, but Saint Stephens will cover 
half the cost ... that means your cost is $98 for each 
student attending.

(If finances are a hardship, please speak with Pastor 
Lucas. We don’t want to turn anyone away due to 
financial difficulties.)

Sign up on the clipboard in the office. Then pick up a 
Registration/Permission form and return it to the office 
with your $98 payment by October 28. 

Friends are welcome, but they will need to return a 
signed Registration/Permission form and their $98 
payment by the October 28, too.
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SPECIAL GIFTS

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Lonely Hunter

“Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.’” 
- Genesis 2:18

Loneliness kills. Literally.

People with poor social connection are more likely 
candidates for heart disease, cancer, and a host of other 
ailments.

Loneliness is as likely to lead to an early death as 
high blood pressure, lack of exercise, or smoking 15 
cigarettes a day.

I’ve never been interested in reconciling the biblical 
creation accounts with science, but on these points the 
authors got it incontrovertibly right:

We are created for relationship, and it is not good for 
us to be alone.

But this year the insurer Cigna released a study revealing 
that loneliness has reached epidemic proportions in 
America.

46% of us are sometimes or always lonely.

27% rarely or never feel as though there are people 
who really understand them.

43% sometimes or always feel that their relationships 
are not meaningful.

These are bone of our bones and flesh of our flesh. We 
are made of the same stuff, created as partners and 
helpers for one another. And we are suffering.

It is not good.

The research about loneliness says that poor social 
connection is a vicious cycle. Being lonely makes us 
less able and less likely to reach out.

So if you’re part of that 54% percent that feels well-
connected (at least in this moment), it’s up to you. Call. 
Text. Show up.

Treat that lonely one as if they were pulled like a rib from 
your own body, as if you were formed from the same 
earth, and breathed on by the same spirit. Because you 
were.

Prayer

Three-in-One, you see our loneliness and take action. 
Move me in your image. Amen

By Vince Amlin

Prayer
God of all the families of the Earth, you paint the colors of the trees and direct the changing of 
seasons. Alert us to the changing seasons you are ushering in for our community. Your ways are 
different from our ways, and we call you holy because of that difference. We look to your holy ways 
as we recall the visions of our ancestors, and listen for the dreams of our children. Grant us grace 
sufficient enough for our time - for such a time as this. We are prepared to do what you have now 
set before us to do. You call us into this holy moment. Your Spirit moves amongst us. We join with 
your creative power to embrace the challenge of the future ahead. By your love, we will welcome 
that future without fear, but with anticipation and resilience. We each contribute what is ours to 
offer - more powerful than we understand, more generous than we believe possible. Together we 
will build something beautiful for the generations to come. In the name of Jesus, our teacher and 
guide, we pray. Amen.

Special Gifts will be printed in next week’s Interpreter. (Money was counted on Tuesday of this week due to banks 
being closed on Monday, October 8, for Indigenous Peoples’ Day.)
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UPCOMING EVENTS
THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14 - CAPITAL CAMPAIGN KICKOFF- Worship at 9:00 AM -  

with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the third floor nursery);  
9:00 AM Sunday School in Classrooms;  

Coffee Hour after worship in the Kuck Lounge- Please join us! 
ANNUAL MEETING @ 10:00 AM - immediately following meeting 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Contemplative Style Worship
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY and COMMITMENT SUNDAY:  NOVEMBER 11

TOTENFEST SUNDAY:  NOVEMBER 25

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text  SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

At 5 PM Monday

Baked Ham, Choice of Sweet Potato or Regular Potato, 
Kernel Corn, Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

Merrill Eagles #584
Pancake Breakfast:  Regular & Potato Pancakes

Sunday, October 21
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Proceeds to benefit Jim Erno  
to defray medical expenses

Adults:  $8  Children 6-10:  $4  
Age 5 & Under:  Free

Open to the Public

HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Join us for Make A Difference Day

October 27
8:30 AM - 12:00 Noon

We’re organizing a group from Saint 
Stephens to help in our community.  
YOU can make a difference!

Call Kenyon Golisch at 715.218.5745 
to let him know you’ll help make a 
difference on October 27.
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ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT AT MOON BEACH:  
NOVEMBER 9-11
The deadline is approaching, so get your retreat 
Registration Forms in to the office soon! The Annual 
Women’s Retreat at Moon Beach is open to all the UCC 
churches in the Northwest Association and is jointly 
hosted by Saint Stephens United Church of Christ and 
First Congregational UCC of Wisconsin Rapids and 
will take place November 9-11, 2018. Walk in the 
woods, yoga, self-care, vespers, creative projects, and 
relax in the company of other women ... Registration 
forms available at church or on our website (www.
ststephensucc.net) under Resources and then Forms. 
Registration deadline:  October 26. Bring a sister, mother, 
or friend!

USHERS CLUB MEETING
The Ushers Club will meet Tuesday, October 16, at 6:30 
PM in the First Floor Classroom.

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS
We NEED Coffee Hour sponsors! Can you or a group 
of friends or family sponsor a Coffee Hour? Sign up on 
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Bring snacks, make the 
coffee (instructions on fridge), set it up, socialize!

UNDER THE BRIDGE
Do you have men’s socks, pants, flannel shirts, sweaters 
or sweatshirts, long underwear, jackets, rain gear, or 
other new or gently used items you can donate? The 
homeless community would appreciate your donations 
as the evening temperatures have now started to drop.

Warm winter clothes and boots will also be welcome 
in the near future. Again, please donate items that are 
only gently used and have some life left in them. 

Warm sleeping bags or wool blankets may also be 
welcome. Please, nothing that smells mildewy or has 
been stored too long wear it is damp. 

Donations may be brought to the church office so that 
Dave Raddenbach can distribute them to the homeless 
community on Wednesdays along with sandwiches. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.
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LIKE us on Facebook!

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
November 18, 25 

December 2, 9, 16, 24, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

October 28 
November 4, 11 
December 2, 30

Coffee Hour 
October 7, 14, 21, 28 
November 4, 11, 18, 

December 2, 9, 23, 30

 

  

  

  

  

JOIN US 

  

AT CULVER ’ S  

  

ON  S EPTEMBER  13 

  

TO SUPPORT  THE  

  

2 
nd 

  ANNUAL 

  

EMPTY BOWLS 

  

FUN DRAISER FOR  

FOOD FOR KIDS.  

  

  10 %  OF THE DAYS SALES W ILL BE DONATED. 
  

  ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT FOOD FOR KIDS THROUGH ST.  

STEPHEN ’ S CHURCH 
  

Sponsored by Merrill  
Noon  Optimist s   

Merrill Noon Optimists
2nd Annual Empty Bowls 

Pay It 4-Ward Pasta Dinner

Tuesday, October 16 
4:30 - 7:00 PM

Les & Jim’s Lincoln Lanes 
1208 N Center Ave, Merrill, WI

For a minimum donation of $10, get a 
one-of-a-kind handcrafted bowl made 

by people in our community and a 
pasta dinner.  

Dinner includes spaghetti, meatballs, 
garlic bread, and a beverage. Sundae 

bar and baked goods will also be 
available for purchase.  

(Bowls available while supplies last.)
All proceeds benefit Food For Kids

LINCOLN COUNTY RESPITE NEEDS CAREGIVERS
Can you imagine how exhausting it can be caring for 
a child with special needs or disabilities? Love is there, 
but the need for a break is real. 

Do you have a heart for children with disabilities and 
their families? A heart to be a temporary caregiver so 
the child’s family can take a much-needed break?

Lincoln County Respite is a non-profit group aimed 
at matching respite providers with families who need 
just such a break ... and being a respite caregiver or 
provider, as they are called, is a paid position. Each 
family is eligible for 12 hours of respite care per month, 
and each provider is compensated $10 per hour along 
with the priceless knowledge that they are providing a 
valuable service to families who truly do appreciate it.

To learn more, contact Linda Plautz or Sue Geiss. Leave 
a message at 715.921.5961 or email:  lcrespite@gmail.
com and Linda or Sue will get back to you! Or ask 
Linda for more information when you see her at church!

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials
 $10.00 in memory of t

Organ Fund
 $100.00 in memory of

Electrical
 $10.00 in memory of

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14 ... Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost
 Capital Campaign Kickoff
  Rev. Kyle Carnes preaching 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available. 
Sunday School at 9:00 AM in Classrooms,  

Musicians are Abe Akey and Special Music. 
Flowers on the altar are in memory of Phyllis Oestreich from her Family.  

Radio Ministry is in memory of Phyllis Oestreich from her Family: Gerald 
Oestreich, Mike & Sara Filas and Veronica, Kasandra, and Rachel Filas; Dave 
& Kari Weiland and Corbin Weiland; Brian & Jenny Oestreich and Brooklyn 

Oestreich; and Lynn Oestreich and Bryce Oestreich.
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing.  

Nursery will be staffed by Melanie Golisch, Jodi Golisch and families. 
Ushers scheduled will be Lloyd Buck, David Buck, Matt Buck, Kelly & Phil 

Natzke, Pam & Jeff Hetfeld, and Tim Seidler.
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Randy Perry, Mary Maluegge, Marge Johnson, 

Bonnie Koelsch, Lottie Ziemke, Jerry & Shelly Burnett, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 
Dornbrack, and George Dintelman.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, OCTOBER 15  
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 7:00 Dartball in 1st Floor Classrm

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16  
  12:00 Staff Meeting 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:30 Ushers Club 
 5:00 Tuesday Teacher Schoo

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship 
 7:00 2nd Year Confirmation Class 
 7:00 Choir Practice

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir 
 6:00 Hospitality Corps Meeting

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 Council Retreat Begins 
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Saint Stephens Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 14, 2018
after the 9:00 AM Worship
Annual reports, Council elections, 

Voting on Resolution for Amendment to By-Laws, voting on a new Mission 
Statement, and more!


