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October 2, 2018“WHERE THERE IS NO VISION THE PEOPLE PERISH…” 
- Proverbs 29:18a according to the King James version of the Bible. 

We all need vision. We need it personally and the organizations and communities to which we 
belong all need to have vision, or else we may indeed perish. 

Next Sunday at our Congregational Annual Meeting we will vote to adopt both a Vision and a 
Purpose Statement to help guide us into the future, but also to guide how we do our work and 
ministry day in and day out. How we live in the small things will effect how we live in the big things. 
And without an idea of the big picture, we struggle to find clarity around choosing how we spend 
our time on our daily tasks. We pray that these statements will guide us on both fronts.

I mentioned in this spot last week, that I was looking forward to seeing what we would bring back 
from the Leadership Institute in Kansas City. It was another educational and inspiring few days to 
celebrate church and to share in fellowship with our people who traveled together. The group will 
be meeting in the upcoming weeks to talk about what new things we might bring, or what areas we 
might reinvigorate because of our time away.

As I spent my time there listening, watching, learning, and praying, I became compelled all over 
again by that church’s clarity of mission, vision, and purpose. The Church of the Resurrection’s 
purpose statement is “to build a Christian community where non-religious and nominally religious 
people are becoming deeply committed Christians.” I like their purpose and I find it compelling. 
However, what was most compelling was how they infuse everything they do with that purpose. It’s 
on the walls and the parishioners understand that that’s who they are and what they are about as 
a congregation. They can name it, and they have found their place within it. As we look to adopt 
Vision and Purpose Statements, this would be my hope for us.

The NRSV translation of the Bible, which is the translation we use most often in worship, writes 
Proverbs 29:18 in this way, “Where there is no prophecy, the people cast off restraint ...” In my 
experience, vision is most often thought of as something expansive, outward looking, and big. I’ve 
come to believe that the power of vision and purpose is less in their expansive role than in their 
restraining and constraining roles. These statements are intended to be aspirational, something we 
put out ahead of us to run towards. But they are also intended to narrow our focus; to set boundaries 
in our decision-making, so that we can be clear about our “yes’s” and perhaps even clearer about 
our “no’s.” 

The proposed Vision and Mission Statements are written out on page 5. I encourage you to take the 
time to read through them and meditate on them, so that you might have spent some time with the 
words while thinking about who we are, who we are becoming, and who we want to become as a 
congregation. 

When we decide our vision and purpose, a new wave of freedom becomes possible. In our culture 
today, some of the louder voices have defined freedom as “don’t tread on me” or other versions of 
throwing off anything that might restrain them from doing whatever they want. This is not freedom. 
Freedom is not the absence of constraint, but rather it is choosing to live within constraints for the 
sake of the larger good. Music requires the constraints of meter, tempo, and key in order to be music. 
Visual art requires the constraints of medium, canvas, and style in order to be art. Christians require 
the restraints of the gospel in order to be Christian, and each church needs to determine for itself 
how it will make sense of that gospel in each time and place in order to flourish as a church.

That’s what is being proposed in the Vision and Purpose Statements:  aspiration and restraint to 
define our work so that the gospel and the people might flourish in this time and place as Saint 
Stephens United Church of Christ. 

Come, Holy Spirit, come and rest upon all the people, Kyle
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ME, A LEADER?

Last week a group of six of us spent four days in Leawood, Kansas, at Leadership 
Institute. This event is meant to help leaders, as the advertising says, equip, 
strengthen, and inspire. Over the span of Leadership Institute, our group from 
Saint Stephens discovered new tools and resources for ministry and how to 
network with other churches and leaders. As I reflect on my time at Leadership 
Institute, I have thought about leaders in our church, or rather how I believe we 
are all leaders of the church.

I know you might be thinking to yourself, “I’m not a leader,” and you’re not alone. 
Each of the last two trips to Leadership Institute someone has said they didn’t 
think they were a leader going into the trip and during the trip, but by the end of the trip, they found the leader within.  
And both are now helping to lead and inspire in the church. Just like those two, I think we all have the capacity to be 
leaders. Yet, we tell ourselves we are not leaders, and there are a couple reasons why I think we do that.

First, I think when we hear the word leader, we go right to thinking of a person of authority or a person in position 
or in charge of something. To me, authority and leadership are two totally different things. I understand authority to 
be the power to give orders. Authority is a position that runs and rules; it imposes and doesn’t lead. I understand a 
leader to be someone’s character and the ability to serve and strengthen by casting a vision. A leader inspires others.

Second, which is connected to the first, is that some of us would rather be followers. Why wouldn’t we? Following 
is easy. And don’t leaders need followers anyway? Sure, this is all true, but in order to lead, I believe we must first 
learn to follow. Leaders who have been a follower know what it’s like to be a follower, and they can more adequately 
inspire others around them as they serve and strengthen. 

When I hear the phrase “I’m not a leader,” I think of the story of when Moses is called by God to lead the people 
out of Egypt. First, Moses responds, “Who am I?” when God calls him to lead. He says this because he feels he is 
inadequate to lead God’s people, but God continues to encourage him to lead the people out of Egypt. That is, until 
Exodus 4:13 when Moses says, “O my Lord, please send someone else.” When I hear Moses say those words, I think 
of us who say, “I’m not a leader,” because it is the same thing Moses says in Exodus. But in the end, Moses ends up 
finding courage, and he inspires and leads God’s people out of Egypt. Let Moses’ story be a reminder that God doesn’t 
call us to something only to leave us to fend for ourselves. God is with us, and God enables us to lead even when we 
question our ability to lead. If Moses’ story isn’t enough, look at the other countless stories in the Bible where God 
calls someone to lead and they reject God’s request, like that of Joshua or Paul.

Being a leader is hard and scary, so much so that we doubt if we have the ability to lead. In Ephesians 4: 11-13, we 
learn about our ability to lead. It says, “The gifts God gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 
until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of 
the full stature of Christ.” As I said earlier, a leader is someone who inspires others, serves and strengthens, and has 
the ability to lead in their character.  

Ephesians 4: 11-13 first tells us that God gave us the gift of leading. God giving us this gift means that we all have 
within our character the ability to lead. We also inspire, serve, and strengthen by equipping one another for the work 
of ministry and building up the body of Christ.

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

PLEASE LET US KNOW ...
If the living status of your loved one changes (i.e., going 
to a nursing home, assisted living, rehab, etc.,) please let 
us know so we can continue to provide visits, support, 
and care.

- Mary Pat Campbell, Pastoral Associate

THIS SUNDAY ... COME ... BE BOTH INFORMED & 
INSPIRED ... YOU’RE INVITED
Many of you said you wanted to come to the Information 
& Inspiration Gatherings, but the first dates and times 
just didn’t work for you. Some of you even suggested 
we have a gathering immediately after worship to 
make it easier for people to attend. We thought that 
was a great idea! So don’t miss the new Information 
& Inspiration Gathering this Sunday, October 7, 
immediately following worship at 10:00 AM in the 
Third Floor Classroom. We’ll serve brunch! So join us 
for brunch and to be both informed and inspired. The 
time is NOW!

Nursery will be available during this gathering and will 
be staffed by Beth Badeau, Melanie Golisch, and Emma 
Golisch. 

Please RSVP to the Church Office at 715.536.7322 to 
let us know you will attend so we can plan for food and 
nursery accordingly. 

HAVE YOU NOTICED?
We are now projecting the Announcements up on the 
wall before and after worship services ... Kelly Krembs 
has been graciously creating a PowerPoint presentation 
for us each week so that we can catch up on all the 
latest news. In the future, we will be expanding upon 
our use of projection in our worship services, as well.

BITTERSWEET GOOD-BYE
It is with bittersweet emotions that we bid a good-bye 
to our Administrative Assistant, Kelly Krembs Hutchison. 
Kelly’s last day will be Friday, October 5, after which she 
will be moving to Texas to be closer to loved ones and 
begin a new adventure/chapter in her life. We will miss 
her dearly, but we also truly wish her every happiness 
and blessing on her journey ... wherever that takes her! 

The Church of the Resurrection is a mega church, yet they find ways to equip, strengthen, and inspire people to be 
leaders. 600 of the people who go to Church of the Resurrection helped at Leadership Institute in some capacity. 
Yeah, you saw that right, 600 people! That’s about the size of Saint Stephens. So, if you don’t think there is a place 
for you here at Saint Stephens to inspire, serve, and strengthen, think again.

Friends, how would you respond if you were approached to go to Leadership Institute 2019? Would you find yourself 
saying, “Why me, I’m not a leader,” or would you step out into something that God is calling you toward? Yes, the 
road ahead may seem scary, but remember that God is with you, and God has given you the character and abilities 
to lead. So lead on friends, lead on. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL PROPOSES AMENDMENT TO BY-LAWS
As the Congregation is aware, there is much on the docket for Saint Stephens … from the roof to the electrical to 
the Capital Campaign. It is an exciting time for the life of our Church!

Recently the Church Council was made aware by Tina Scott, Saint Stephens’ ever diligent Business Manager, that 
we were about to lose our current President of Council, Kent Reinhardt, due to term limits. After much discussion, 
Council came to the conclusion that making a change of leadership as we begin the Capital Campaign and other 
long overdue projects would be detrimental to the strategy we have put in place.

We would like to ask you, the Congregation of Saint Stephens, to consider the following Amendment to the 
Constitution and Bylaws, to extend Kent’s term on Council for a term not to exceed one (1) year so that we may 
have his excellent leadership and dedication through this important phase of our endeavors on behalf of the 
Church.

Pursuant to the Saint Stephens UCC Constitution and By-Laws, we the Church Council of Saint Stephens, would 
like to present to the Congregation the following Amendment to the Constitution and By-Laws. Said Amendment 
is authorized for consideration under Article IX (page 4) of the Constitution and By-Laws agreed upon by the 
Congregation.

We thank the Congregation for their time and consideration of this request.

We will be placing this on the ballot along with the election of officers at the October 14 Annual Meeting. We 
hope you will all plan to attend this year’s Annual Meeting and will vote in favor of this proposed Amendment.

The proposed Amendment reads:

Article IX, Amendment 1

In reference to the By-Laws, Section V – ELECTIONS, Paragraph 1, a Council member “shall be elected for a 
two-year term. A member can be elected for only two (2) consecutive terms.” This means a member may not 
serve for more than four consecutive years on the Church Council.

This Amendment to the By-Laws of the StaintStephens UCC Constitution & By-Laws authorizes the Church 
Council to extend the term of the St. Stephens Church Council President who is holding the position in 2018 
for a term that will not exceed twelve (12) months, extending that St. Stephens Church Council President’s 
term on the Council to a total of five consecutive years.

Thank you,
Saint Stephens Church Council

Oktoberfest
Sneak Peeks

Watch next 
week’s 

Interpreter for 
more about our 
first Oktoberfest 

celebration!



October 2, 2018
Page 5THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

NEW TO SAINT STEPHENS? 
THINKING OF JOINING OUR CONGREGATION?

We are hosting special gatherings for anyone interested in becoming a 
member of Saint Stephens. Learn more about our church and get to know 
staff and church members. There will be a series of three gatherings for 
prospective new members:  

Our first new member gathering will be Monday, October 8, at the 
parsonage from 6:00-8:00 PM.

Our second new member gathering will be Tuesday, October 23, at the 
home of Scott & Kelly Wallace from 6:00-8:00 PM.

For our last new member gathering, we ask that you join us for Wednesday evening service on Wednesday, 
November 7, if possible, at 6:00 PM, and then we will gather afterwards from 7:00-8:30 PM in the Kuck Lounge.

(Most of our gatherings include food, along with the great company of staff and some of the leaders and volunteers 
within our church community and are informal, so please come!) 

Please mark your calendar, and plan to attend. Then RSVP to the office so we know how much food to prepare! 
(715.536.7322)

We will also be sending out letters to prospective new members, but if you don’t get a letter and would like to 
come to our gatherings, please let us know! Just call the office at 715.536.7322. We may recognize your new face 
at services but not know your name or your mailing address, and we would love for you to attend.

Mark your calendar ...

Saint Stephens Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 14, 2018
after the 9:00 AM Worship
Annual reports, Council elections, 

Voting on Resolution for Amendment to By-Laws, 
Voting on a new Mission Statement 

and more!

PLANNING FOR OUR 2018 ANNUAL MEETING
Are you planning to attend the 2018 Annual Meeting on Sunday, October 14, after worship? Do you know why 
it’s important to attend and all the things we’ll be voting on? Here’s the 4-1-1:

We’ll vote on the “normal” Annual Meeting stuff:

• Approval of Minutes from 2017 Annual Meeting
• 2018 Annual Report
• Proposed 2019 Budget
• Church Council Elections for 2019

We will also vote on a proposed Amendment to the church Consitituion and By-Laws (see article on page 4).

And we will vote on proposed Vision and Purpose Statements developed and crafted by your Church Council. 
We will ask the congregation to approve and adopt these new statements and expressions of faith as a part of our 
culture here at Saint Stephens. Here are the proposed statements:

OUR VISION:  We are a Christian community called by God’s Love to be a force for good in our neighborhood 
and our world.

OUR PURPOSE:  We seek to tell stories of God that challenge our assumptions, to open our doors wide with 
radical hospitality, and to use our own hands and feet to change the world.
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FOOD FOR KIDS TREASURE 
SALE
The Food for Kids Treasure Sale 
September 21-22 was a huge 
success, raising more than $3,100 
to buy food for kids! 

This single fundraiser, made 
possible through all of your 

generosity of time and treasure, will fund the Food For 
Kids program for an entire month!

Food For Kids wants to shout out a huge THANK YOU 
to everyone who was involved in the Treasure Sale ... 
from those who coordinated the sale, and the volunteers 
who helped before, during, and after the Treasure Sale 
... to those who helped with pick up and delivery, set up 
and take down, cleaned up, and hauled away ... and to 
all of the generous donors who so graciously donated 
so many wonderful items to help this worthy cause!

Without so many of you who donated time, effort, and 
items, this would never have been possible. So again, 
we thank you from the very bottom of our hearts for 
showing such generosity and caring in order to make 
this possible.

We would also like to give a great big thank you and 
shout out to Family Video and Merrill Walmart for their 
fantastic donations to the Treasure Sale raffle. And a 
thank you to Baumgart Waste Removal. Thank you for 
your generosity:  you are true and valued members of 
this community.

And remember, we will be doing this again next year so 
save those treasures!!

P.S. Food For Kids wasn’t the only part of our community 
that benefited from your generosity. We blessed 
others with the leftover items from our sale:  Children 
in our foster care system, the Wausau area homeless 
community, Haven, Dinner @ Five, St. Vincent de Paul, 
and Bethesda were all recipients of some of the leftover 
treasure items that did not sell.

THE FUTURE OF THE PARSONAGE
In recent months, some members of our congregation 
have inquired about the cost effectiveness of the repairs 
and renovations needed at/to the parsonage. Council 
wanted to do due diligence to address these concerns 
and appointed a group of individuals to form an ad 
hoc Parsonage Committee to review the repairs and 
renovations needed and basically do a cost benefit 
analysis of keeping our existing parsonage versus other 
options. The following is the report of the Parsonage 
Committee: 

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 

Recently the Parsonage Committee concluded its cost 
analysis concerning the renovation of the Saint Stephens 
parsonage and has reached a unanimous decision 
concerning its future.

The Committee examined the costs of the renovation 
as well as the cost of demolition of the facility while 
keeping in the mind the historical value and parishioners 
concerns and wishes.

In its current state the parsonage is simply untenable. 
While Pastor Carnes and Jamie have done an admirable 
job in correcting what they could on their own, there 
are several items simply beyond their capabilities, first 
and foremost being the replacement of the windows 
which are lined with lead.

A determination was made that the facility in its current 
state could not be sold and/or rented without the 
needed repairs and at best could only be sold off as 
scrap.

To raze the facility would incur a cost of $123,000. 
This was compared to repair costs of $130,000 which 
includes new windows, paint, and a new roof. 

We also considered that if we chose to remove the 
parsonage, the church would incur a new line item 
expense of a minimum of $2,000 a month for living/
housing expenses for the pastor and his family, resulting 
in a new annual expense of no less than $24,000 per 
year, a figure that will likely increase in future years. 

With these factors in mind, the Parsonage Committee 
has submitted its decision in favor of expending the 
moneys needed for the renovation of the parsonage as 
a long term cost saving measure. 

As mentioned, this decision was unanimous 

Thank you for your attention on this matter.

- Christopher Stamm, Parsonage Committee 
And Church Council Member

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to use 
in place of cash! 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES
(We will post the most recent updates here. For the complete timeline 

dating back to early September 2018, please see back issues of The 
Interpreter.)

October 2, 2018

Classic Church Organs will begin work on our speaker system in 
the sanctuary in November in preparation for the installation of 
the new organ. While we have been told the new organ will be 
installed in February in time for Easter, Classic Church Organs has 

suggested we might be surprised with an even earlier delivery!

September 25, 2018

Another Information & Inspiration Gathering is scheduled for Sunday, October 7, at 10:00 AM immediately 
following worship in the Third Floor Classroom. And we’ll serve brunch! So join us for brunch and to be 
both informed and inspired. The time is Now! We want everyone to attend.

We are now in conversations with Craig Loscalzo from Generis about the public phase of our Capital 
Campaign which will run from October 14 through November 11. 

September 18, 2018

Last week’s three Information and Inspiration Gatherings garnered about 100 attendees total and went 
really well, so we’re off to a good start. BUT ... we want to be sure everyone is informed and inspired, so 
we will offer additional Information and Inspiration Gathering opportunities.

We met with Val Bartlein from Classic Church Organs last week and he inspected the sanctuary to get a 
better idea of everything that will need to be done for the installation of the new organ in February.

And we’ve adopted a theme and logo for our new Capital Campaign:  Now! “For such a time as this.” - 
Esther 4:14

We pray you will join us in this Capital Campaign, because after all, if not now, when? The time is Now!

September 11, 2018

Saint Stephens signed a contract with Classic Church Organs for the purchase of our new organ! The new 
organ will be installed in the sanctuary in February 2019 in time for Easter.

The first of three Information and Inspiration Geetings was held last evening at Stoney Acres in Athens, and 
we had a great night! More than 60 people came out for pizza and drinks. What did we do? We generated 
enthusiasm and everyone enjoyed themselves as we started looking to our future, and we were reminded 
to look toward what God wants for us for Saint Stephens.

We were invited to contemplate and pray ... 

God, what do you want to do, through me, to accomplish  
your will for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ?

This morning we had our second Information and Inspiration Gathering over brunch in the Kuck Lounge 
here in church and had close to 20 people gather to share and grow in excitement over all that is to come.

And this evening will be the third scheduled Information and Inspiration Gathering at The Sawmill Brewery 
here in Merrill where it looks like another good-sized group of us will come together to do the same. What 
a blessing this time is becoming for all of us here at Saint Stephens!

More to come soon ... Things are starting to really happen here at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ!
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy 
to care for them during the service. We are still looking 
for more adult volunteers to staff the nursery, so if 
you love to cuddle on babies, contact Sally Woller at 
715.536.9870 to volunteer.

P.S. Check out the new ceiling fans in the nursery!

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
All children ages 3-grade 8 are welcome at our Sunday 
School and Faith Formation Classes. Children ages 3 
through Kindgergarten meet with the Pre-K/K class, 
and grades 1-6 meet with their respective grade groups 
for Sunday School. 7th and 8th graders form our Faith 
Formation class that meets at the same time as the 
Sunday Schoolers during 9:00 AM worship, but only 
twice per month and in the third floor classroom (see 
the Faith Formation section below).

It’s not too late to enroll. You can complete a 
Registration Form on the spot when you take your child 
to their classroom on Sunday morning for the first time 
and leave the Registration Form with the child’s teacher. 
(The form is also availabe online on our website.)

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms 
before worship.

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Our next Faith Formation Class will meet in the Third 
Floor Classroom at 9:00 AM on Sunday, October 21, 
and Sunday, October 28. All 7th and 8th grade students 
should plan to join us. See you then!

WELCOME, LITTLE ONE!
Holden Heckendorf, son of Desmond & Taylor 
Heckendorf, was welcomed into Saint Stephens 
through the waters of baptism on September 9, 2018. 
What a blessing! Welcome, Holden!
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CONFIRMATION CLASSES
We’ve had another  CHANGE OF SCHEDULE. New (1st year) confirmands 
will meet on October 7 at 10:00 AM. Generally speaking, Confirmation 
classes will last two hours and will meet in the third floor classroom/
youth room. HOWEVER, our meeting on October 7 will go from 10:00 
AM - 11:00 AM and meet in the FIRST FLOOR CLASSROOM and be an 
informational meeting. Parents are welcome. After that meeting, we will 
establish a regular schedule for 1st year Confirmation classes.

2nd year Confirmation students have established a regular schedule for 
classes and plan to meet each Wednesday evening which began on Wednesday, September 19. Students will 
attend worship at 6:00 PM and then meet directly afterwards for class and discussion.

If you are in 9th grade or older and have not yet been confirmed, please complete a Registration Form and 
return it to the church office and join us in our 1st year Confirmation classes. Confirmation Registration Forms are 
available on our website, in the church office, or by emailing kelly@ststephensucc.net to request a copy.

YOUTH GROUPS
We are reactivating and reinvigorating our Youth Groups 
here at Saint Stephens. And we’re going to have a blast! 
If you’re in 6th to 12th grade, we want YOU to be a 
part of it. 

Middle School Youth Group (Grades 6-8) The sign-
up sheet for the Middle School Retreat on November 
16-18 is in the office, and sign up ENDS October 28, 
so please sign up soon. Friends are welcome! But they 
need to be signed up, too.

High School Youth Group will meet again on Sunday, 
October 7, at 6:00 PM (due to Confirmation after 
worship) for our first “official” gathering. The sign-up 
sheet for the October 27 Lock-In is already out in the 
church office, so stop in and sign up! Sign up ENDS 
October 21, so if you’re planning to come, don’t delay. 
And yes, friends are welcome!

Mark your calendars for the dates in the boxes on the 
right! (And if you haven’t already done so, get registered 
to attend your Youth Group! Forms are in the office.)

YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• October 7 @ 6:00 PM:  Youth Gathering (due 
to Confirmation after worship)

• October 27 @ 4:30 PM until October 28  
after worship:  Lock-In

• November 11 after worship:   
Second Youth Gathering

• December 9 @ 6:00 PM:  Movie Night!

• December 16 - Time TBD:  Youth Gathering

• January 11-13, 2019:  Youth Retreat  
@ Pilgrim Center

More Dates & High School Youth Events to Come! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• October 28 after worship 10:00 AM -  
12:00 PM - Youth Gathering

• November 16-18 - Youth Retreat @ Pilgrim 
Center

• December 16 after worship 10:00 AM -  
12:00 PM - Youth Gathering

• February 9 @ 4:30 PM until February 10  
after worship:  Lock-In

• May 5 after worship 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM   
Youth Gathering

These are our scheduled dates. We may have more 
Youth Events to Come! 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.



October 2, 2018
Page 10THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials
 $10.00 in memory of Shirley Kloss from Phyllis Reinhardt

Organ Fund
 $100.00 in memory of Shirley Kloss from George, Phil & Cheri

Electrical
 $10.00 in memory of Shirley Kloss from Shirley Ziemke

SPECIAL GIFTS

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Forgetting Water

“Do you promise… to be Christ’s disciple, to follow the 
way of our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to show 
love and justice, and to witness to the work and word 
of Christ?” - Baptismal Promise, Book of Worship

At a recent baptism, somebody forgot the water.

The sexton who normally filled the font hadn’t done 
it because he was calming the assistant who’d found 
dead mice in the restroom and was terrified not of the 
mice but of the head of the property committee who 
was a tyrant, and this was bad.

The deacon hadn’t checked because she’d arrived late 
after spending 20 minutes ransacking the hamper to 
find something that didn’t stink for the kids to wear so 
they could get to church. 

The pastor hadn’t checked because she’d been tied up 
with a parishioner who needed to talk to her right now 
because someone removed a parlor chair and didn’t 
return it and would she announce it from the pulpit?

The family hadn’t checked because they were the family 
and it wasn’t their job but when they brought the baby 
up into the chancel they saw. “No water,” they said.

The congregation tittered, the pastor faked a non-
anxious presence, the associate went for a pitcher, the 
organist started a hymn. By verse 3 the associate was 
back and behold there was water, promises were made, 
and a child of God became a disciple of Christ.

And right then, I don’t know why, I thought of all the 
places in the world where dead mice and committee 
tyrants and stinky clothes and parishioners sweating 
the small stuff would be the least of your worries, and 
where forgetting the water would be a total non-thing 
because there’s no water to forget and you have to 
walk miles and miles to find some and sometimes it’s 
too little or too polluted to do you much good. And I 
doubled over in wonder at this, in prayer and sorrow, in 
gratitude and shame.

Prayer

In water we made promises, dear Christ. Hold us to 
them. Amen.

By Mary Luti

HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Join us for Make A Difference Day

October 27
8:30 AM - 12:00 Noon

We’re organizing a group from Saint 
Stephens to help in our community.  
YOU can make a difference!

Call Kenyon Golisch at 715.218.5745 
to let him know you’ll help make a 
difference on October 27.

HAVEN CELEBRATES 35 YEARS
HAVEN stands for Household Abuse Victims Emergency 
Network and has been supporting people impacted by 
abuse in Lincoln and surrounding counties. 

You’re invited to celebrate with HAVEN and learn 
more about what we do:

October 17:  4:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill, WI

Hor d’oeuvres & Guest Speakers, Cash bar available
Please RSVP:  715.536.1300
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UPCOMING EVENTS
THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 - Worship at 9:00 AM -  

with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the third floor nursery);  
9:00 AM Sunday School in Classrooms;  

Coffee Hour after worship in the Kuck Lounge- Please join us! 
Confirmation Class - 1st Year Students - Meet in First Floor Classroom @ 10:00 AM 

INFORMATION & INSPIRATION GATHERING - BRUNCH @ 10:00 AM - in the Third Floor Classroom 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Contemplative Style Worship
ANNUAL MEETING/LAUNCH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN - October 14

CONDOLENCES
We extend the condolences of the Christian faith to 
those who passed away during the month of August 
2018:

Shirley E. Kloss, died September 20, 2018

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text  SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

At 5 PM Monday

Chili Dogs or Brats, Pork & Beans, Salad 
Dessert (when available) and Beverages

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

Merrill Eagles #584
Pancake Breakfast:  Regular & Potato Pancakes

Sunday, October 21
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Proceeds to benefit Jim Erno  
to defray medical expenses

Adults:  $8  Children 6-10:  $4  
Age 5 & Under:  Free

Open to the Public
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ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT AT MOON BEACH:  
NOVEMBER 9-11
Ladies, mark your calendar for our Annual Women’s 
Retreat at Moon Beach! The retreat is open to all the 
UCC churches in the Northwest Association and is 
jointly hosted by Saint Stephens United Church of Christ 
and First Congregational UCC of Wisconsin Rapids 
and will take place November 9-11, 2018. Walk in the 
woods, yoga, self-care, vespers, creative projects, and 
relax in the company of other women ... Registration 
forms available at church or on our website (www.
ststephensucc.net) under Resources and then Forms. 
Registration deadline:  October 26. Bring a sister, mother, 
or friend!

USHERS CLUB MEETING
The Ushers Club will meet Tuesday, October 16, at 6:30 
PM in the First Floor Classroom.

We NEED Coffee Hour sponsors? Can you or a 
group of friends or family sponsor a Coffee Hour? 

Sign up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. 

UNDER THE BRIDGE
Do you have men’s socks, pants, flannel shirts, sweaters 
or sweatshirts, long underwear, jackets, rain gear, or 
other new or gently used items you can donate? The 
homeless community would appreciate your donations 
as the evening temperatures have now started to drop.

Warm winter clothes and boots will also be welcome 
in the near future. Again, please donate items that are 
only gently used and have some life left in them. 

Warm sleeping bags or wool blankets may also be 
welcome. Please, nothing that smells mildewy or has 
been stored too long wear it is damp. 

Donations may be brought to the church office so that 
Dave Raddenbach can distribute them to the homeless 
community on Wednesdays along with sandwiches. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

PINE CREST
The September Pine Crest worship service will be 
held at 2:00 PM on Thursday, October 4. Members 
scheduled to assist residents to the service are Deloris 
Bauman, Judy Alft, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas 
Williams will lead the worship service and Darlene 
Johnson is the pianist. 

CELEBRATE
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Wednesday evening worship  
beginning at 6:00 PM

A simple, meditative, communion service.

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

Our world needs more of ... this.
Join us. 

All are welcome.

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
November 18, 25 

December 2, 9, 16, 24, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
October 21, 28 
November 4, 11 

December 2, 16, 30

Coffee Hour 
October 7, 14, 21, 28 
November 4, 11, 18, 

December 2, 9, 23, 30

 

  

  

  

  

JOIN US 

  

AT CULVER ’ S  

  

ON  S EPTEMBER  13 

  

TO SUPPORT  THE  

  

2 
nd 

  ANNUAL 

  

EMPTY BOWLS 

  

FUN DRAISER FOR  

FOOD FOR KIDS.  

  

  10 %  OF THE DAYS SALES W ILL BE DONATED. 
  

  ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT FOOD FOR KIDS THROUGH ST.  

STEPHEN ’ S CHURCH 
  

Sponsored by Merrill  
Noon  Optimist s   

Merrill Noon Optimists
2nd Annual Empty Bowls 

Pay It 4-Ward Pasta Dinner

Tuesday, October 16 
4:30 - 7:00 PM

Les & Jim’s Lincoln Lanes 
1208 N Center Ave, Merrill, WI

For a minimum donation of $10, get a 
one-of-a-kind handcrafted bowl made 

by people in our community and a 
pasta dinner.  

Dinner includes spaghetti, meatballs, 
garlic bread, and a beverage. Sundae 

bar and baked goods will also be 
available for purchase.  

(Bowls available while supplies last.)
All proceeds benefit Food For Kids

LINCOLN COUNTY RESPITE NEEDS CAREGIVERS
Can you imagine how exhausting it can be caring for 
a child with special needs or disabilities? Love is there, 
but the need for a break is real. 

Do you have a heart for children with disabilities and 
their families? A heart to be a temporary caregiver so 
the child’s family can take a much-needed break?

Lincoln County Respite is a non-profit group aimed 
at matching respite providers with families who need 
just such a break ... and being a respite caregiver or 
provider, as they are called, is a paid position. Each 
family is eligible for 12 hours of respite care per month, 
and each provider is compensated $10 per hour along 
with the priceless knowledge that they are providing a 
valuable service to families who truly do appreciate it.

To learn more, contact Linda Plautz or Sue Geiss. Leave 
a message at 715.921.5961 or email:  lcrespite@gmail.
com and Linda or Sue will get back to you! Or ask 
Linda for more information when you see her at church!



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 ... Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost
Re-Member Sunday 

  Rev. Kyle Carnes preaching 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available. 
Sunday School at 9:00 AM in Classrooms,  

Confirmation - 1st Year - Meeting at 10:00 AM (1st floor classroom) 
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir. 

Flowers on the altar are in honor of our 50th wedding anniversary  
by Dennis & Luann Grefe  

Radio Ministry is in memory of Lorna Berndt Kanitz from Bud, Pam, and Cheryl.
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing.  

Nursery will be staffed by Jennifer Porath, Beth Badeau and Penny Hommerding. 
Ushers scheduled will be Les & Pearl Sabatke, Arlo Berndt, Dennis Woller, Darryl 

Frick, Greg Heath, Michael Schroeder, Jeff Forster, and Cliff Williams.
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kevin Golisch, Dave & Sue Pyan, Kent & 

Wendy Reinhardt, Marcus Reinhardt, Matthew Reinhardt, Luke & Jess Golisch, 
Ryan Golisch, Kayla Schulz, Jodi Golisch, and Justin Pyan.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, OCTOBER 8  
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:15 Executive Committee 
 6:00 Church Council 
 6:00 New Member Gathering #1  
         @ the Parsonage 
 7:00 Dartball in 1st Floor Classrm

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9  
  12:00 Staff Meeting 
 5:00 Tuesday Teacher School

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship 
 7:00 2nd Year Confirmation Class 
 7:00 Choir Practice

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir 
 6:00 Girl Scout Troop 7074

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 1:45 Worship @ Bell Tower 

TH
E 

IN
TE

R
PR

ET
ER

ST
 S

TE
PH

EN
S 

U
N

IT
ED

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 O
F 

C
H

R
IS

T ST STEPHENS UCC US POSTAGE PAID 
903 E SECOND ST NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
MERRILL WI 54452 PERMIT #10 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED MERRILL WI 54452-2576

Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

 

Don’t forget to bring your  
Food Pantry offerings to  

church this Sunday!

Don’t forget to join us for our Information & Inspiration Gathering this 
Sunday, October 7, immediately following worship at 10:00 AM in the Third 
Floor Classroom. Brunch will be served & Nursery is available. Please RSVP 
to the Church Office:  715.536.7322


