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September 18, 2018THE PREVAILING WINDS

I want to be honest that it has been difficult for me to 
avoid certain subjects in sermons and newsletters over 
the last number of months or year or so. There have 
been so many things happening in the country and world 
and so much commentary on them that I find difficult 
to stomach both personally and professionally. But I 
can admit that one of the reasons I have stayed quiet 
is because I’m not sure what to say. And the things that 
come out of my brain first, are not always what I believe would be beneficial in building up this 
community. So I have continued to think and pray, and pray and think through this cultural soup of 
feelings, intentions, perceptions, facts, and opinions that get treated as though they are somehow 
indistinguishable from one another so often these days.

I do think there are words that need to be said, but sometimes there are already too many words. 
On Sunday I suggested that sometimes we forget what the prevailing winds of condemnation, 
accusation, and judgment inside and outside of the church intend for us. It is not our life, liberty, 
or pursuit of happiness that they intend. And of course, depending on where we fall on a variety 
of spectrums we might disagree about from where and from whom these prevailing winds blow.

I turn regularly to the writings of Father Richard Rohr and his organization, The Center for Action 
and Contemplation. A while back I was turned on to the Eight Core Principles of the Center, and I 
was moved by many of them. The one that I have continued to return to in my own thinking and 
praying and wondering in such a time as this, is their third principle “The best criticism of the bad 
is the practice of the better. Oppositional energy only creates more of the same.” I believe this is 
really powerful if we can grasp it. 

I am no longer convinced that the majority of either major political party, both in terms of the 
officials that govern or the general masses that undergird them, stand up for what they believe. The 
new primary position is standing against what “the other” believes - or purportedly believes. We 
rarely know (or care?) what someone that differs from us actually believes; we more often imbibe 
easy caricatures and stereotypes and react against them. 

I preached on Sunday about standing up and getting out of the boat in the midst of the prevailing 
winds of judgment, condemnation, and accusation. This cannot be done if our positions are 
rooted primarily or even partially in opposition to another position. That is a recipe to keep 
everything the same for everyone. We are called to find solid ground (or water).

I want to acknowledge that I have begun each of the above paragraphs with the word I. I remember 
from high school that it is not proper to do so. I have done it intentionally in this case. I believe that 
is all any of us can do and too many of us, too much of the time, slip too easily into believing that 
our positions are not subjective, meaning that they are always determined more by our experience 
than any understanding of the facts. Facts matter and they can be known, and should be sought 
after, but none of us can claim them as our own. There are precious few who can remain largely 
impartial in certain situations. All of us eventually cave to our biases and prejudices, and we’re the 
better for owning them as soon as possible.

Each time we gather in church, we declare who God is and who God is not implicitly, and 
sometimes explicitly, by our participation and listening, songs, and prayers. If we are concerned 
about the state of our city, state, country, world, then it is not enough to be in opposition to 
something; we must, you must, I must, “practice the better.” Whatever it is. It can be so difficult 
to determine what is first a principle and what is a reaction to someone else, but it is so necessary 
today and completely worth the effort to interrogate our own positions, so that when the time 
comes, we might be the ones to stand up to the prevailing winds and do a better thing.

On the stormy sea with you,

Kyle
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PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE

I’ve started to take notice recently that when people come into my 
office and they look at the various biblical sayings and other art 
hanging on my office walls, that they almost always like the one 
that says, “I didn’t get everything done in one day either. - God”. I 
wonder why this particular wall art seems to be the favorite. Don’t 
get me wrong, I don’t think it’s bad that everyone seems to like it 
so much, but I am curious why. Is it because it contains a valuable 
reminder that we don’t have to get everything done in one day? Or is 
it because of the truth that the statement contains?

The truth is that we have become people who like to make sure that 
our tasks for the day get done that day. I myself am one who likes to make an agenda of the day for myself of the 
things I would like to get done. And, in the past, if I happened not to get what I “needed” done, my day would be 
thrown off or my next day(s) would be. I have come to realize it is okay if I do not get everything done in one day. 
This is because I have come to learn that if I am patient with the day and whatever it may bring, I am able to be at 
ease with moving something to the next day.  

So, where does our mindset come from, that we need to get everything done in one day? I believe that it comes 
from our impatience and yeah, probably a bit from our own self-talk. Our society is built on instant gratification 
and/or instant results, so we tend to get impatient when things don’t go our way or we have to wait. When you’re 
put on hold during a phone call, or when the line at the grocery store is so long that it feels like it is barely moving, 
do you find yourself getting frustrated? I know I have. I even prefer going to the self-checkout because it is quickest.   
Either way, our frustrations come from our impatience to wait. I mean, some of us go as far as buying special passes 
so we don’t have to wait in line for rides at amusement parks. Or we may even get irritated when worship goes 
longer than an hour.

Waiting is hard. But friends, what are we missing by rushing our lives? What are we missing by being so driven to 
get things done? We have all heard the saying “patience is a virtue.” It means that being able to wait calmly when 
frustrations try to surface is a valuable quality in a person.

So, if we re-learn how to be patient, I believe that we will begin to notice things that we originally missed by being 
in such a rush and so easily frustrated. As followers of Jesus and believers in God, we are called to demonstrate 
patience in all circumstances and in our relationships. The best thing is that we have the opportunity to practice 
patience each and every day. So, be patient when something unplanned is thrown in your way during the day. Be 
patient when the line at the grocery store is long.

Remember, God didn’t get everything done in a day. So, whether you’re worried about getting all your work/stuff 
done on any particular day, at work with your colleagues, or just having to wait on something, patience can make 
the difference between being worried and being calm. Friends, patience is your virtue!



September 18, 2018
Page 3THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

THE STATE OF SAINT STEPHENS
From time to time it is helpful to examine the “state of the union,” so to speak, or in this case, the “state of Saint 
Stephens,” to see where we are. Each month your Church Council examines these numbers on both a broad level 
and in detail to see how our income is keeping pace with our expenses, where expenses may be deviating from 
our planned budget and why, and to be good stewards of the resources you have entrusted to us to manage for 
Saint Stephens. They try to anticipate upcoming expenses and talk about the impact of those items on our budget. 
They plan for the future. And they keep us all accountable.

This month we thought you might like to take a look at how our year is shaping up. This chart clearly illustrates 
our financial history for 2018 in terms of income and expenses. What is helpful to know, and what isn’t readily 
apparent from this graph, is what this boils down to on the bottom line thus far for 2018, so here it is. Although 
we’ve had months where income has exceeded expenses, and as you can see, both our income and our expenses 
fluctuate throughout the year, Year To Date (YTD), our expenses have exceeded our income by $7,642.99. That 
means we are running at a deficit. 

Giving numbers are up for both July and August as compared to May and June, and we are hopeful that as we 
move into the program year, giving numbers will continue to increase so that we can end 2018 “in the black” and 
we can build a sustainable model that will support our 2019 budget, which will include two full-time ministers. 

This page and this brief report is about keeping everyone informed about the finances here at Saint Stephens.

Thank you to each and every one of you for all that you give and do and are. We are mindful that it is truly the 
people that make up a church, so much more than a building. YOU are Saint Stephens. Thank you again for being 
you and sharing you with one another and the community of Saint Stephens.

There is more to come! We are all on this journey together.

UPDATED FUND BALANCES
As of the end of August, we have the following funds 
allocated toward a new roof for the sanctuary and a 
new updated organ. Thank you for your generosity!
 New Roof Fund: $16,110.00
 Organ Fund:  $21,918.00

CONGRATULATIONS!
In addition to turning 96 on September 20, Jessie Knott 
is the September Resident of the Month at Pine Crest 
Nursing Home. She even referenced Saint Stephens in 
the write-up about her in their newsetter, noting she is 
still proud of the Citizen Award she received years ago!
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES
September 18, 2018

Last week’s three Information and Inspiration Gatherings garnered 
about 100 attendees total and went really well, so we’re off to a 
good start. BUT ... we want to be sure everyone is informed and 
inspired, so we will offer additional Information and Inspiration 
Gathering opportunities.

We met with Val Bartlein from Classic Church Organs last week 
and he inspected the sanctuary to get a better idea of everything 

that will need to be done for the installation of the new organ in February.

And we’ve adopted a theme and logo for our new Capital Campaign:  Now! “For such a time as this.” - 
Esther 4:14

We pray you will join us in this Capital Campaign, because after all, if not now, when? The time is Now!

September 11, 2018

Saint Stephens signed a contract with Classic Church Organs for the purchase of our new organ! The new 
organ will be installed in the sanctuary in February 2019 in time for Easter.

The first of three Information and Inspiration Geetings was held last evening at Stoney Acres in Athens, and 
we had a great night! More than 60 people came out for pizza and drinks. What did we do? We generated 
enthusiasm and everyone enjoyed themselves as we started looking to our future, and we were reminded 
to look toward what God wants for us for Saint Stephens.

We were invited to contemplate and pray ... 

God, what do you want to do, through me, to accomplish  
your will for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ?

This morning we had our second Information and Inspiration Gathering over brunch in the Kuck Lounge 
here in church and had close to 20 people gather to share and grow in excitement over all that is to come.

And this evening will be the third scheduled Information and Inspiration Gathering at The Sawmill Brewery 
here in Merrill where it looks like another good-sized group of us will come together to do the same. What 
a blessing this time is becoming for all of us here at Saint Stephens!

More to come soon ... Things are starting to really happen here at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ!

September 4, 2018

Saint Stephens will be moving forward with the contract with Kulps of Stratford to replace the sanctuary 
roof. We will let you know when the date to begin work is set!

Darlene Johnson, the pastors, and the executive committee will meet this evening with Val Bartlein from 
Classic Church Organs, a company that deals exclusively with Rodgers organs, to move forward with 
ordering the new organ. We know this is something near and dear to many of your hearts, and we are 
really looking forward to how a new organ will enhance our worship experience.

We are truly getting excited about all that is to come. 

A Capital Campaign is about more than raising money ... it’s about creating a culture of generosity. And 
Saint Stephens has already demonstrated that so many members of our congregation already possess this 
spirit of generosity, so it will be wonderful to watch this spirit grow and expand. And it is starting to get real 
as we move forward with these steps and begin to see the fruits of the spirit, and of our efforts, coming to 

Continued on next page .... 
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
When the Cause of Death is Suicide

“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see 
face to face.” - 1 Corinthians 13:12 

When the cause of death is suicide, the living are left 
with the questions: Why? What did I miss? Could I have 
prevented it? Was it my fault? Was there a note left 
behind?

Most people who die by suicide do not leave notes. 
When they do leave them, they tend not to answer the 
big questions but hauntingly address such small ones: 
I keep the safe deposit box in the bottom drawer. The 

dog has been walked. The password on this computer 
is my birthday. 

The note raises more questions than it answers.

So we turn to the living, and ask them to explain it, 
to tell us how we can help when depression hurts so 
bad, you cannot live with it. One friend described it 
as a torment so awful you are convinced it can never 
end.  And yet the person who told me that is alive. And 
someone else I love is not.

What made the difference? It was probably not me. 
Mental illness is a disease. There are many treatments. 
One day there may be a cure. Sometimes it is the cause 
of death.

But it is not your fault, any more than someone else’s 
cancer is, or someone else’s heart disease. Don’t blame 
yourself. Don’t blame anyone else. Don’t keep asking 
the unanswerable questions. You knew a precious 
person whose heart clenched in excruciating pain but 
also swelled in joy, whose beautiful brain contained so 
much more brilliance than one day’s dark and deadly 
thought. 

God embraces us all at the other side, whatever way 
we get there, whichever part of our human bodies gave 
out, whatever our struggle in this life was. That is where 
we will get our answers. Until then, we see through a 
glass dimly, but one day, we will see face to face.

Prayer

“Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as 
I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love 
abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 
Amen.

By Lillian Daniel

fruition in tangible projects like the new roof and new organ.

Craig Loscalzo from Generis, the company that will help us facilitate our Capital Campaign, was in Merrill 
about 10 days ago working with staff, Council, and a team of leaders from our congregation to begin the 
Capital Campaign process. Good things are starting to happen! This is a time of excitement. We hope you 
will get excited with us.

Lots more to come. Stay tuned, as we will continue to keep you informed every step of the way ...

And speaking of staying informed ... we want to invite you to come and share in the next and very 
important part of our Capital Campaign process. This is the stage where we share information and come 
together to get inspired by all that we are doing at Saint Stephens and all that is to come. We will NOT 
be asking for pledges at these gatherings. Rather, we will be sharing about the steps to come and drawing 
inspiration from one another about what Saint Stephens means to each of us. We would truly like each and 
every member of Saint Stephens to come to one of these gatherings:

Continued on next page .... 

Continued from previous page .... 
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We had a great turnout on Fall Kickoff Sunday last 
weekend. 

After checking in at the classrooms, teachers brought 
the kids to worship to join the congregation for part 
of the service. Pastor Kyle and Pastor Lucas gave an 
awesome Children’s Lesson centered around the same 
theme later focused on in the sermon:  Get Out of the 
Boat!

Then the kids returned to the classrooms for Sunday 
School until the end of worship. 

If you haven’t yet enrolled your child, it’s not too late! 
Simply complete a Registration Form for each child who 
will attend (pick them up in the office) or complete one 
when you are dropping your child off in their classroom 
for the first time and leave the Registration Form with 
the child’s teacher. 

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms 
before worship.

CONFIRMATION CLASS
We’ve had a CHANGE OF SCHEDULE. New (1st year) 
confirmands will meet on October 7 at 10:00 AM. 
Confirmation classes will last two hours and will meet 
in the third floor classroom/youth room. After that 
meeting, we will establish a regular schedule for 1st year 
Confirmation classes.

2nd year Confirmation students have established a regular 
schedule for classes and plans to meet each Wednesday 
evening beginning on Wednesday, September 19. 
Students will attend worship at 6:00 PM and then meet 
directly afterwards for class and discussion.

If you are in 9th grade or older and have not yet been 
confirmed, please complete a Registration Form and 
return it to the church office and join us in our 1st year 
Confirmation classes. Confirmation Registration Forms 
are available on our website, in the church office, or by 
emailing kelly@ststephensucc.net to request a copy.

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Our next Faith Formation Class is this Sunday, 
September 23, at 9:00 AM. We will meet in the Third 
Floor Classroom. Faith Formation Classes for October 
will be held at the same time on Sunday, October 21, 
and Sunday, October 28.

GET OUT OF THE BOAT
Little ones gathered on the steps to hear the Children’s 
Message this past Sunday at our Fall Kickoff and learned 
sometimes you’ve just got to “Get Out of the Boat!” 

Adults were further inspired to “Get Out of the Boat!” 
when Rev. Carnes preached later in the service.

What will you do this week to “Get Out of the Boat?”

We’d love to hear how you are inspired each week and 
how Saint Stephens changes your life.
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to the 
nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy to care 
for them during the service. (If you have not already done 
so, please complete an enrollment form for your child.) 
We are also still looking for more adult volunteers to 
staff the nursery. If you love to cuddle on babies, contact 
Sally Woller at 715.536.9870 to volunteer.

P.S. Our new nursery on the third floor is awesome! 
Check it out one day ... with new ceiling fans, it’s a great 
place to hang out with the little ones.

YOUTH GROUPS
We are reactivating and reinvigorating our Youth Groups 
here at Saint Stephens. And we’re going to have a blast! 
If you’re in 6th to 12th grade, we want YOU to be a part 
of it. Letters were mailed out directly to all youth ages 
14-18 and to the parents of youth ages 11-13 several 
weeks ago. If you haven’t yet returned your forms, it’s 
not too late! You’ll have so much fun if you join us! Just 
drop them off in the office.

Middle School Youth Group (Grades 6-8) will meet 
on Sunday, September 30, with their parents. This is 
an informational meeting to help us kick off our year of 
fun! Please come.

High School Youth Group will meet again on Sunday, 
October 7, at 6:00 PM (due to Confirmation after 
worship) for our first “official” gathering. 

Mark your calendars for the dates in the boxes on the 
right!

YOUTH

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• October 7 @ 6:00 PM:  Youth Gathering (due 
to Confirmation after worship)

• October 27 @ 4:30 PM until October 28  
after worship:  Lock-In

• November 11 after worship:   
Second Youth Gathering

• December 9 @ 6:00 PM:  Movie Night!

• December 16 - Time TBD:  Youth Gathering

• January 11-13, 2019:  Youth Retreat  
@ Pilgrim Center

More Dates & High School Youth Events to Come! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• September 30 after worship 10:00 AM -  
12:00 PM - Youth Gathering

• October 28 after worship 10:00 AM -  
12:00 PM - Youth Gathering

• November 16-18 - Youth Retreat @ Pilgrim 
Center

• December 16 after worship 10:00 AM -  
12:00 PM - Youth Gathering

• February 9 @ 4:30 PM until February 10  
after worship:  Lock-In

• May 5 after worship 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM   
Youth Gathering

These are our scheduled dates. We may have more 
Youth Events to Come! 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others.

- Philippians 2:3-4
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CHURCH COUNCIL PROPOSES AMENDMENT TO BY-LAWS
As the Congregation is aware, there is much on the docket for Saint Stephens … from the roof to the electrical to 
the Capital Campaign. It is an exciting time for the life of our Church!

Recently the Church Council was made aware by Tina Scott, Saint Stephens’ ever diligent Business Manager, that 
we were about to lose our current President of Council, Kent Reinhardt, due to term limits. After much discussion, 
Council came to the conclusion that making a change of leadership as we begin the Capital Campaign and other 
long overdue projects would be detrimental to the strategy we have put in place.

We would like to ask you, the Congregation of Saint Stephens, to consider the following Amendment to the 
Constitution and Bylaws, to extend Kent’s term on Council for a term not to exceed one (1) year so that we may 
have his excellent leadership and dedication through this important phase of our endeavors on behalf of the 
Church.

Pursuant to the Saint Stephens UCC Constitution and By-Laws, we the Church Council of Saint Stephens, would 
like to present to the Congregation the following Amendment to the Constitution and By-Laws. Said Amendment 
is authorized for consideration under Article IX (page 4) of the Constitution and By-Laws agreed upon by the 
Congregation.

We thank the Congregation for their time and consideration of this request.

We will be placing this on the ballot along with the election of officers at the October 14 Annual Meeting. We 
hope you will all plan to attend this year’s Annual Meeting and will vote in favor of this proposed Amendment.

The proposed Amendment reads:

Article IX, Amendment 1

In reference to the By-Laws, Section V – ELECTIONS, Paragraph 1, a Council member “shall be elected for a 
two-year term. A member can be elected for only two (2) consecutive terms.” This means a member may not 
serve for more than four consecutive years on the Church Council.

This Amendment to the By-Laws of the StaintStephens UCC Constitution & By-Laws authorizes the Church 
Council to extend the term of the St. Stephens Church Council President who is holding the position in 2018 
for a term that will not exceed twelve (12) months, extending that St. Stephens Church Council President’s 
term on the Council to a total of five consecutive years.

Thank you,
Saint Stephens Church Council

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS THANK YOU
Thank you to all of you who continue to give faithfully 
to our Capital Improvement fund. This fund enables us 
to continue with some of the smaller updates to the 
church and parsonage on an as-needed basis. 

One such update was the installation of ceiling fans 
in the new nursery on the third floor. You can only 
imagine how hot it was up in the nursery once the little 
ones and nursery staff moved up to that room with the 
South facing windows. These new ceiling fans have 
helped make the room much more comfortable!
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials
 $50.00 in memory of great frandfather, charter church member, Herman Jaeger, and wife, Henrietta,  
  from Beverly King

Radio
 $190.00 in memory of my husband, Warren Latzig, from Lois 
 $190.00 in memory of Phyllis M. Oestreich from the Family:  Gerald Oestreich; Mike & Sara Filas and  
  Veronica, Kasandra, and Rachel Filas; Dave & Kari Weiland and Korbin Weiland; Brian & Jenny  
  Oestreich and Brooklyn Oestreich; Lynn Oestreich; and Brice Oestreich 
 $190.00 in memory of George & Gerald Henrich from the Prairie River Gang 
 $190.00 in memory of Art & Phil Schaefer from the Prairie River Gang

Organ Fund
 $50.00 in memory of Don Wold and John Frisch Birthday from Lois Wold

New Roof
 $20.00 in memory of Mom, Bernice Berndt, for her birthday from Dennis & Sharon Woller 
 $30.00 in honor of Jesse Knott’s 96th birthday on September 20 from Randy Perry

SPECIAL GIFTS

NEW TO SAINT STEPHENS? 
THINKING OF JOINING OUR CONGREGATION?

We are hosting special gatherings for anyone interested in becoming a 
member of Saint Stephens. Learn more about our church and get to know 
staff and church members. There will be a series of three gatherings for 
prospective new members:  

Our first new member gathering will be Monday, October 8, at the 
parsonage from 6:00-8:00 PM.

Our second new member gathering will be Tuesday, October 23, at the 
home of Scott & Kelly Wallace from 6:00-8:00 PM.

For our last new member gathering, we ask that you join us for Wednesday evening service, if possible, at 6:00 
PM and then we will gather afterwards from 7:00-8:30 PM in the Kuck Lounge.

(Most of our gatherings include food, along with the great company of staff and some of the leaders and volunteers 
within our church community and are informal, so please come!) 

Please mark your calendar, and plan to attend. Then RSVP to the office so we know how much food to prepare! 
(715.536.7322)

We will also be sending out letters to prospective new members, but if you don’t get a letter and would like to 
come to our gatherings, please let us know! Just call the office at 715.536.7322. We may recognize your new face 
at services but not know your name or your mailing address, and we would love for you to attend.

No matter who you are  
or where you are on life’s journey,  

you’re welcome here.
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COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
4:00 - 11:00 PM 

NORMAL PARK IN MERRILL

Mus ic 4:00 - 7:00 PM | Concertina AJ & The Gang 
7:30 - 10:30 PM | Until Dawn

Dr i nks
Sawmill Brewing Co.'s Oktoberfest and  

IPA, PBR, Sand Creek Hard Lemonade and soda

Games
Cornhole, Ladder Golf, Washers, Lawn Jenga, 

Kubb and fun for the whole family

Food
 Geiss' Brats, German Potato Salad, Hot Dogs, 

Warm Soft Pretzels and desserts

 Rain or shine | No admission fee | Cash only 
For more information, please call 715.536.7322. 

www.ststephensucc.net

Oktoberfest
B Y  S A I N T  S T E P H E N S

OKTOBERFEST VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED
We still need helpers for clean up at the end of Oktoberfest. Can you help? Please sign up on the board in the 
office. Many hands make light work!

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

PINE CREST
The September Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, October 4. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Deloris Bauman, 
Judy Alft, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams 
will lead the worship service and Darlene Johnson is 
the pianist. 
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THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 - Worship at 9:00 AM -  
with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the third floor nursery);  

9:00 AM Sunday School in Classrooms;  
9:00 AM Faith Formation in Third Floor Classroom;  

Coffee Hour after worship in the Kuck Lounge- Please join us! 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Contemplative Style Worship
OKTOBERFEST - September 29 

ANNUAL MEETING/LAUNCH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN - October 14

UPCOMING EVENTS

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to use 
in place of cash! 

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text  SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Town of Corning

Annual Bazaar with 
Casserole & Salad Luncheon

Sunday, October 21
11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Adults:  $7   Children 6-12:  $3   Ages 5 & Under:  Free

Mark your calendar ...

Saint Stephens Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 14, 2018
after the 9:00 AM Worship
Annual reports, Council elections, 

Voting on Resolution for Amendment to By-Laws
You are invited to an exciting Women’s Event

featuring Wendysue Fluegge, a full-time traveling 
musician and retreat leader with a passion for bold 

witness in the everyday - encouraging others to share 
Jesus anytime, anywhere, with anyone!

Divine Destinations, Flight 3:16
October 6, 2018

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Trinity Lutheran Church

Tickets are $7 each
Lunch is included - Free Childcare 

Call Sherry @ 715.536.8681 to register.  
Registration deadline: September 29

At 5 PM Monday

Baked Chicken, Mashed Potatoes,  
Green Bean Casserole, Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages
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Little Acts of Kindness ...

Make a Difference

Little Acts of Kindness ...

Make a Difference

FALL INTO THE HABIT OF BUYING WITH SCRIP
Have you developed the habit of buying with Scrip? Do you understand 
what it is and how it works? Even though we’ve had the Scrip program for a 
number of years now, you may not have tried it out. And we’d like to invite 
you to do so and then perhaps “fall” into the habit of buying with Scrip. It’s 
a great fundraiser for Saint Stephens!

It doesn’t cost you a cent to use Scrip. You pay by cash or check to purchase 
a Scrip (gift) card, for the business(es) of your choice, from the Scrip table 
before or after worship or from the church office during normal business 
hours. Then you simply use that gift card to pay for your purchases when 
you shop. The business gives us a discount when we purchase the gift 
cards. And that’s where we get our profit ... from the business, not you. But 
you help us earn those profits when you purchase and use the Scrip (gift) cards from Saint Stephens. Make sense?

If it doesn’t, don’t worry. Just stop in the office or at the Scrip table when you are here for worship on Sunday, and 
we can explain it to you a little better.

Give it a try! It’s an awesome program, simple to use, and a great way to “give a little more” to your church 
without spending a penny of your own money.

We have Scrip cards in stock for County Market, Piggly Wiggly, Walmart/Sam’s Club, most area gas stations, lots 
of area restaurants, and more!                                                  P.S. It’s also a great way to work within a budget. 

Church Directory Photos
FREE 8x10” portrait print

and a copy of this year’s Church directory

No session fees!

September 26, 27, 28, & 29 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 
PM weekdays; 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM Saturdays
Schedule your session using the link on our website:  

www.ststephensucc.net   -OR- 

Call the church office at 715.536.7322 to schedule.

Coupons available on the table near the elevator.

Pets are family, too!

insert_pets_01657_1017_Layout 1  10/23/2017  11:23 AM  Page 1

Last Chance!  
We want 

everyone in our 
new Church 

Directory so get 
signed up now!

We NEED Coffee Hour sponsors? Can you or a 
group of friends or family sponsor a Coffee Hour? 

Sign up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. 

Matthew 22: 39 “... And a second is like it:  
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”
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ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT AT MOON BEACH:  
NOVEMBER 9-11
Ladies, mark your calendar for our Annual Women’s 
Retreat at Moon Beach! The retreat is open to all 
the UCC churches in the Northwest Association and 
is jointly hosted by Saint Stephens United Church of 
Christ and First Congregational UCC of Wisconsin 
Rapids and will take place November 9-11, 2018. 
Walk in the woods, yoga, self-care, vespers, creative 
projects, and relax in the company of other women 
... Registration forms available at church or on our 
website (www.ststephensucc.net) under Resources and 
then Forms. Registration deadline:  October 26. Bring a 
sister, mother, or friend!

SAINT STEPHENS TREASURE SALE
to benefit 

Food For Kids
Friday, September 21 
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM &

Saturday, September 22
     8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Tell your friends & Come Shopping! Every single 
dollar raised will buy food for kids! 

Wednesday evening worship  
beginning at 6:00 PM

A simple, meditative, communion service.

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

Our world needs more of ... this.
Join us. 

All are welcome.

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

JOY

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
November 18, 25 

December 2, 9, 16, 24, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
October 21, 28 
November 4, 11 

December 2, 16, 30

Coffee Hour 
September 30 

October 7, 14, 21, 28 
November 4, 11, 18, 25 

December 2, 9, 16, 23, 30



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 ... Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
  Rev. Kyle Carnes preaching 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available. 
Sunday School at 9:00 AM in Classrooms,  

Faith Formation at 9:00 AM in Third Floor Classroom 
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Special Music. 

Flowers on the altar are in memory of Nancy Henrich’s birthday from  
George Henrich and Family.  

Radio Ministry is in memory of Laura Plautz for her birthday from  
Bob & Jolene Plautz. (Due to technical difficulties at the radio station, our 

worship service did not broadcast last Sunday.)
Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Henrich family in memory of Nancy Henrich.  

Nursery will be staffed by Jennifer Porath, Penny Hommerding, and Sally Woller. 
Ushers scheduled will be George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 

Dornbrack, Randy Perry, and Virgil Baumgart.
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Carl & Kathy Hass, Beth Houle, Cliff Williams, 

Jean & Bob Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Oktoberfest Meeting

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25  
  12:00 Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 2:00 Lifetouch Photos 
 6:00 Worship 
 7:00 Choir Practice in  
         SANCTUARY

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 2:00 Lifetouch Photos 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 2:00 Lifetouch Photos

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
 10:00-4:00 Lifetouch Photos 
 4:00-11:00 Oktoberfest @  
          Normal Park
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Don’t Forget!
Join us for Oktoberfest 
Saturday, September 29

4:00 - 11:00 PM
@ Normal Park


