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September 11, 2018
A PEOPLE TOGETHER

I didn’t know there was a place called Merrill, WIisconsin 
And the first time I asked Dennis Grefe where it was, 
he said that’s it’s just north of a bigger city that I didn’t 
know existed either, or really how it was supposed to be 
pronounced. Was it “Waw-saw,” or was it “Wuhsuh,” or 
something in between? I wasn’t certain. 

When we first moved here, Jamie and I had people ask us, 
“Why would you move to Merrill?” And even from people 
who live here, the question was asked with varying degrees of disbelief. Of course, the answer 
was because of Saint Stephens UCC. Once we’d lived here for six months or so, and for almost 
the first three years, we often got the question, “So, how do you like Merrill?” Again, often asked 
with some sense of what seemed like trepidation, and some measured hopefulness. 

Well, now Merrill is the only home that three of our kids have ever had, and the only one Allie can 
remember, as she was six months old when we moved, and the reason that we moved here, and 
the reason that we are so grateful to be here is still the same:  the people. And even though there 
are people outside of Saint Stephens that we know, the people that I have really fallen in love with 
are the people of Saint Stephens UCC.

I love Saint Stephens UCC - and by that I mean the people - because of who you are. But one part 
of who you are, who we are, is not just what is true today, but also the potential that exists within 
today for what tomorrow can be. It’s true that I am someone who often chooses to look at the 
world and at people with a lens that wants to see potential. But nevertheless, Saint Stephens today, 
as I see it, is a people who are full of potential for growth, for joy, for hope, for the future. But 
we don’t always understand potential. Potential is NOT defined as the absence of something, or 
lack, or any sense that something is missing. What testifies most compellingly about the potential 
for the future is what already exists. Potential cannot come from nothing. Potential always comes 
from what can already be seen.

I see a people who care about one another, and want to engage more deeply with one another, so 
that others know that they have people who care about them. 

I see a people who care deeply about their community. A people who not only want to care for 
those who are in need, but also want the wider community to be a place that people want to be 
and are willing to help make it thrive and grow, in their personal, professional, and community 
lives.

I see a people who, in spite of differences of politics, and the current culture of fear, are willing to 
keep doing the hard work of proclaiming together, “No matter who you are, or where you are on 
life’s journey, you’re welcome here!” And it’s making a difference.

I see a people who work hard and have worked hard for what they have and are willing to still 
work hard for this congregation and do what needs to be done to ensure it’s future. 

I see a people who know what it means to struggle, and are not afraid of the struggle, and even 
though pessimism and cynicism are easy escapes, Saint Stephens is a people who put one foot in 
front of the other each day to do what is necessary to choose hope and a future.

I don’t know what the future holds, but I know that in the time we have shared already, that many 
hands and many hearts have come together to build something beautiful, and that something that 
is not yet finished. And maybe it never will be. And that’s ok, because there is joy to be found 
in doing the work of building a more compassionate community, where children are seen and 
known, where adults find inspiration and rest, and where strangers are welcomed, and where all 
are reminded that God’s love is for them always. Now and always. Always. Always …

Let’s gather together this Sunday to kick off the new program year and celebrate this place we love, 
Saint Stephens UCC.

Blessings and peace, Kyle
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A SEASON OF CHANGE

Friends, change is upon us! As the weather begins to get cooler, praise 
God for that, we are reminded of the changes that come with that. 
Soon farmers will be gathering up their crops and fruits, all while 
the leaves on the trees will begin to turn into oranges, browns, and 
yellows, making nature all around us look majestic. I can already 
picture the piles and piles of leaves and children playing in and 
around them. Yet, even with these changes some of us would rather 
it be summer, spring, or even winter.

I wonder what it is about change that we dislike. Do we dislike change 
because it happens so frequently in our lives? Think about it, change 
happens to everyone. People change, our relationships change, heck even our technology changes. Change is the 
only permanent thing in our life. As Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “There is a time for everything, and a time for every matter 
under heaven,” and that includes a time of change.

Despite its frequency, do we dislike change because we have a fear of change? I say definitively, yes, we have a 
fear of change. Why? Well, because we like control. We like to think we have control of our life. And the thing with 
change is that it’s the one thing we cannot control, so we fear it. I believe that our fear of change is actually a fear 
of what we’re losing. When change happens, we are losing control, because change means we have to give up 
something old for something new. For us to embrace change, we have to find ways of responding to change when 
it does happen. The danger of not changing is worse than anything we will face as the result of accepting change.  

Jesus was not afraid to fight for change. As I have said before, Jesus disrupted social norms and angered leaders 
because he saw that there needed to be a change away from the way things had been done. He also challenged 
those who listened to change on the basis of their love. Jesus went so far as accepting Gentiles in the kingdom of 
God to change the way people thought, so that they might embrace it. I believe that change is something we need 
to embrace, just as Jesus did, because without change, we would not be where we are today. And we still have a 
long way to go.

The central problem with the church’s way of doing ministry is the refusal to change. Many churches today don’t 
appear to be rising in attendance. Instead they may be declining, and I think that’s due, in part, to an unwillingness 
to change. One thing that appealed to me as I looked into Saint Stephens during my call process was that you 
are one of the churches that have a willingness to embrace change and it shows in your willingness to help the 
community through things like Food for Kids, Taco Tuesday, and Dinner @ Five. Helping in these things shows that 
you understand our culture is always changing and doesn’t always benefit everyone. If we refused to change along 
with the culture, we would find Saint Stephens on the opposite end.

Sure change can be bad, but only if you let it. Joshua 1:9 says, “I’ve commanded you to be brave and strong, 
haven’t I? Don’t be alarmed or terrified, because the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” Even in a 
season of change God is with you. Friends, change is upon us, and the time for change is Now!
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

THE STATE OF SAINT STEPHENS
From time to time it is helpful to examine the “state of the union,” so to speak, or in this case, the “state of Saint 
Stephens,” to see where we are. Each month your Church Council examines these numbers on both a broad level 
and in detail to see how our income is keeping pace with our expenses, where expenses may be deviating from 
our planned budget and why, and to be good stewards of the resources you have entrusted to us to manage for 
Saint Stephens. They try to anticipate upcoming expenses and talk about the impact of those items on our budget. 
They plan for the future. And they keep us all accountable.

This month we thought you might like to take a look at how our year is shaping up. This chart clearly illustrates 
our financial history for 2018 in terms of income and expenses. What is helpful to know, and what isn’t readily 
apparent from this graph, is what this boils down to on the bottom line thus far for 2018, so here it is. Although 
we’ve had months where income has exceeded expenses, and as you can see, both our income and our expenses 
fluctuate throughout the year, Year To Date (YTD), our expenses have exceeded our income by $7,642.99. That 
means we are running at a deficit. 

Giving numbers are up for both July and August as compared to May and June, and we are hopeful that as we 
move into the program year, giving numbers will continue to increase so that we can end 2018 “in the black” and 
so we can build a sustainable model that will support our 2019 budget, which will include two full-time ministers. 
As you know, this year’s expenses did not include an associate minister for the first half of the year, so we can 
anticipate personnel expenses to be increased for 2019.

This page and this brief report is about keeping everyone informed about the finances here at Saint Stephens.

Thank you to each and every one of you for all that you give and do and are. We are mindful that it is truly the 
people that make up a church, even more so than a building. YOU are Saint Stephens. Thank you again for being 
you and sharing you with one another and the community of Saint Stephens.

There is so much more to come! We are all on this journey together.
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
(Ir)Rational

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But 
the greatest of these is love.” - 1 Corinthians 13:13

“Oh, how I love your law!
It is my meditation all day long.
Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies,
for it is always with me.
I have more understanding than all my teachers,
for your decrees are my meditation.” - Psalm 119:97-99

Bad news, friend: you are not a rational person. Turns 
out most of your opinions and decisions are made up 
of an unsavory soup of prejudice, first impressions, old 
hurts, snap judgements, and fantasy, with some actual 
fact and reasoned thought thrown in for spice. In case 
it makes you feel better: same here. Same everywhere. 
We tend to think of humans as highly rational, but it 
just isn’t so. Google “are humans rational?” or “do 
facts change minds?” Dig one layer down past the fluff 

pieces and listicles and see what science actually has 
to say about our minds—not that I expect any of the 
information there to change yours, if you’re like the rest 
of us.

Seems like the psalmist knew this about us. No matter 
how smart we get, no matter how many facts or concepts 
we master, without a strong guide, most of us are going 
to spend our lives in a morass of idiosyncratic opinions 
and cockamamie decisions. You can fill yourself up 
to the eyeballs with good information (and for what 
it’s worth, I think you should), but it’s not going to be 
that helpful in living a life that is beautiful, harmonious, 
rational, or wise. So once you find something solid to 
help you make your decisions, it’s worth holding onto. 
That’s the understanding that the psalmist has acquired 
that makes them wiser than their enemies and smarter 
than their teachers. They’ve found a way to make 
decisions consistently, a measuring stick that can be 
trusted, a rubric older and deeper and better-tested 
than their own weird opinions: the law of God.

I know you want to rely on your own powers of 
reason; me too. And that will be fine if you don’t care 
much about outcomes. But if what you want is a life 
marked by wisdom, loving kindness, generosity, and 
consistency, then you’re going to need a little help, a 
few boundaries, a solid measuring stick. And where 
facts and smarts fail you, says the psalmist, the Law 
may just be the answer.

Prayer

God, your law may not be sophisticated, but it’s better 
than relying on myself. Thank you. Amen.

By Quinn G. Caldwell

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... SUPER EASY!
Set it & Forget it!

1
2
3

Click on the Donate tab on the top righthand side  
(or the Give button near the very bottom)

Go to the Saint Stephens website:   
www.ststephensucc.org

Scroll down and click on the Set Up Electronic 
Giving button. Follow the prompts.

Set up regular intervals for scheduled giving. Set it and 
forget it! No more remembering envelopes on Sunday 
or dropping off envelopes at church. Support your 
church. Simplify your life.

UPDATED FUND BALANCES
As of the end of August, we have the following funds 
allocated toward a new roof for the sanctuary and a 
new updated organ. Thank you for your generosity!
 New Roof Fund: $16,110.00
 Organ Fund:  $21,918.00

Eagles Pancake Breakfast
@ The Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Sunday, September 16
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Regular & Potato Pancakes
Adults:  $8   Children:  $4   Age 5 & Under:  Free

Proceeds to benefit Dan Adamec  
to help with medical expenses.
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to the 
nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy to care 
for them during the service. (If you have not already done 
so, please complete an enrollment form for your child.) 
We are also still looking for more adults volunteers to 
staff the nursery. If you love to cuddle on babies, contact 
Sally Woller at 715.536.9870 to volunteer.

Sunday School classes begin Sunday, September 16. 
This is our Fall Kickoff Sunday!

Please complete a Sunday School and Faith Formation 
Registration Form for each child who will attend. If you 
have not already turned in your Registration Forms, 
please do so ASAP. You can mail or drop off your 
completed form, email it to Tina or Kelly in the office, 
or even drop it in the collection plate.

Parents should take students directly to their classrooms 
before worship, and teachers will bring students to 
church as a group, so please bring kids to the classrooms 
early!

YOUTH GROUPS
Letters were mailed out to all youth ages 14-18 and 
the parents of youth ages 11-13 several weeks ago and 
forms were due back last week. 

High School Youth Group had their first meeting this 
past Sunday after worship. 

Middle School Youth Group (Grades 6-8) will meet 
on Sunday, September 30, with their parents. This is 
an informational meeting to help us kick off our year of 
fun! Please come.

If you haven’t yet turned your forms in, get them to the 
church office ASAP and join us for a fun-packed year!

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Those students starting their second year of Confirmation 
Class will have their first meeting/class after worship 
service this Sunday, September 16, at 10:00 AM. Both 
new (1st year) and returning (2nd year) confirmands will 
meet on October 7 at 10:00 AM. Confirmation classes 
will last two hours and will meet in the third floor 
classroom/youth room.

If you are in 9th grade or older and have not yet been 
confirmed, please complete a Registration Form and 
return it to the church office prior to the meeting date 
and join us this year. Confirmation Registration Forms 
are available on our website, in the church office or the 
Kuck Lounge, or by emailing kelly@ststephensucc.net to 
request a copy.

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Faith Formation Classes for September will be held on 
Sunday, September 16, and Sunday, September 23, at 
9:00 AM. We will meet in the Third Floor Classroom. 
Faith Formation Classes for October will be held at 
the same time on Sunday, October 21, and Sunday, 
October 28.

It’s Fall Kickoff! Sunday, September 16!
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials
 $25.00 in memory of Christian Merkel from Yvonne & David Kleimola 
 $25.00 in memory of Richard Ruge from Bonnie & David Jabas

Capital Campaign
 $20.00 in memory of Dick Ruge from Kristine Smith

Radio
 $500.00 in memory and honor of Robert Gruling from Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bjorklund 

Upper Room
 $100.00 in memory of my wife, Helen, from Norm Heckendorf

Endowment Fund
 $20.00 in memory of Dick Ruge from Mark & Sally Woller

Organ Fund
 $50.00 in memory of Dick Ruge from Phil & Marge Kamke 
 $20.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Leslie & Pearl Sabatke

New Roof
 $50.00 in memory of Scott Berndt from Eunice & Arlo Berndt 
 $10.00 in memory of Irene Berndt for her birthday from Gary & Jill Mosser

Dinner @ Five 
 $300.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from her family

SPECIAL GIFTS

You are invited to an exciting Women’s Event
featuring Wendysue Fluegge, a full-time traveling 

musician and retreat leader with a passion for bold 
witness in the everyday - encouraging others to share 

Jesus anytime, anywhere, with anyone!

Divine Destinations, Flight 3:16
October 6, 2018

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Trinity Lutheran Church

Tickets are $7 each
Lunch is included - Free Childcare 

Call Sherry @ 715.536.8681 to register.  
Registration deadline: September 29

THANK YOU
Thank you to the Merrill 600 Women’s Bowling Club 
for making a $500 donation to Food For Kids. Beth 
Houle accepted the check from the club’s officers. 

In photo from left to right:  Ally Bourdage, Beth Houle, 
Shannah Ellenbecker, and Mary Buttke

At 5 PM Monday

Spaghetti & Meat Sauce, Cheesy Bread, Salad 
Dessert (when available) and Beverages

Don’t forget to use Scrip for all 
your purchases. It works the 

same as using cash!
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES
September 11, 2018

Saint Stephens signed a contract with Classic Organs for the purchase of our new organ! The new organ 
will be installed in the sanctuary in February 2019 in time for Easter.

The first of three information and inspiration meetings was held last evening at Stoney Acres in Athens, and 
we had a great night! More than 60 people came out for pizza and drinks. What did we do? We generated 
enthusiasm and everyone enjoyed themselves as we started looking to our future, and we were reminded 
to look toward what God wants for us for Saint Stephens.

We were invited to contemplate and pray ... 

God, what do you want to do, through me, to accomplish  
your will for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ?

This morning we had our second information and inspiration meeting over brunch in the Kuck Lounge here 
in church and had close to 20 people gather to share and grow in excitement over all that is to come.

And this evening will be the third scheduled information and inspiration meeting at The Sawmill Brewery 
here in Merrill where it looks like another good-sized group of us will come together to do the same. What 
a blessing this time is becoming for all of us here at Saint Stephens!

More to come soon ... Things are starting to really happen here at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ!

September 4, 2018

Saint Stephens will be moving forward with the contract with Kulps of Stratford to replace the sanctuary 
roof. We will let you know when the date to begin work is set!

Darlene Johnson, the pastors, and the executive committee will meet this evening with Val Bartlein from 
Classic Church Organs, a company that deals exclusively with Rodgers organs, to move forward with 
ordering the new organ. We know this is something near and dear to many of your hearts, and we are 
really looking forward to how a new organ will enhance our worship experience.

We are truly getting excited about all that is to come. 

A Capital Campaign is about more than raising money ... it’s about creating a culture of generosity. And 
Saint Stephens has already demonstrated that so many members of our congregation already possess this 
spirit of generosity, so it will be wonderful to watch this spirit grow and expand. And it is starting to get real 
as we move forward with these steps and begin to see the fruits of the spirit, and of our efforts, coming to 
fruition in tangible projects like the new roof and new organ.

Craig Loscalzo from Generis, the company that will help us facilitate our Capital Campaign, was in Merrill 
about 10 days ago working with staff, Council, and a team of leaders from our congregation to begin the 
Capital Campaign process. Good things are starting to happen! This is a time of excitement. We hope you 
will get excited with us.

Lots more to come. Stay tuned, as we will continue to keep you informed every step of the way ...

And speaking of staying informed ... we want to invite you to come and share in the next and very 
important part of our Capital Campaign process. This is the stage where we share information and come 
together to get inspired by all that we are doing at Saint Stephens and all that is to come. We will NOT 
be asking for pledges at these gatherings. Rather, we will be sharing about the steps to come and drawing 
inspiration from one another about what Saint Stephens means to each of us. We would truly like each and 
every member of Saint Stephens to come to one of these gatherings:
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
4:00 - 11:00 PM 

NORMAL PARK IN MERRILL

Mus ic 4:00 - 7:00 PM | Concertina AJ & The Gang 
7:30 - 10:30 PM | Until Dawn

Dr i nks
Sawmill Brewing Co.'s Oktoberfest and  

IPA, PBR, Sand Creek Hard Lemonade and soda

Games
Cornhole, Ladder Golf, Washers, Lawn Jenga, 

Kubb and fun for the whole family

Food
 Geiss' Brats, German Potato Salad, Hot Dogs, 

Warm Soft Pretzels and desserts

 Rain or shine | No admission fee | Cash only 
For more information, please call 715.536.7322. 

www.ststephensucc.net

Oktoberfest
B Y  S A I N T  S T E P H E N S

OKTOBERFEST VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED
Please help us fill all the spots on the sign-up board (located in the back of church on Sundays and in the church 
office during the week). Many hands make light work, and this is going to be FUN!

DON’T FORGET ... 

It time to clean out your closets, 
garages, and the spare rooms 
... and bring in all the treasures 
you find for the Saint Stephens 
Treasure Sale to benefit Food For 
Kids. Every dollar earned will go 
to buy Food For Kids!

TREASURE SALE DROP OFF
This Saturday, September 15:  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM & 
Sunday, September 16:  Before/After Worship

All Treasure Sale items should be brought to the room 
between the Choir Room and the Fellowship Hall in 
the church basement. Thank you!!

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Mark Your Calendars for these Upcoming Events

• October 7 @ 6:00 PM:  Youth Gathering (due to 
Confirmation after worship)

• October 27 @ 4:30 PM until October 28  
after worship:  Lock In

• November 11 after worship:   
Second Youth Gathering

• December 9 @ 6:00 PM:  Movie Night!

• December 16 - Time TBD:  Youth Gathering

• January 11-13, 2019:  Youth Retreat  
@ Pilgrim Center

More Dates & High School Youth Events to Come! 
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THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 -  FALL KICKOFF  
& CELEBRATION OF 135 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT STEPHENS -  

Worship at 9:00 AM - with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the third floor nursery); 9:00 AM Sunday School in 
Classrooms; 9:00 AM Faith Formation in Third Floor Classroom; 10:00 AM Second Year Confirmation 

Students in Third Floor Classroom
Coffee Hour with cake to celebrate the 135th Anniversary of Saint Stephens following worship  

in the Kuck Lounge- Please join us! 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Contemplative Style Worship
OKTOBERFEST - September 29 

ANNUAL MEETING/LAUNCH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN - October 14

UPCOMING EVENTS

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to use 
in place of cash! Use Scrip when 
you go shopping ... for clothes, 

groceries, gas, eating out, going to 
the movies,  and  MORE!

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text  SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

October 28 
November 18, 25 

December 2, 9, 16, 24, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
September 23 

October 14, 21, 28 
November 4, 11 

December 2, 16, 24, 30

Coffee Hour 
September 16, 30 

October 7, 14, 21, 28 
November 4, 11, 18 

December 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Mark your Calendars for
this year’s

Annual Meeting
October 14
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Little Acts of Kindness ...

Make a Difference

Little Acts of Kindness ...

Make a Difference

FALL INTO THE HABIT OF BUYING WITH SCRIP
Have you developed the habit of buying with Scrip? Do you understand 
what it is and how it works? Even though we’ve had the Scrip program for a 
number of years now, you may not have tried it out. And we’d like to invite 
you to do so and then perhaps “fall” into the habit of buying with Scrip. It’s 
a great fundraiser for Saint Stephens!

It doesn’t cost you a cent to use Scrip. You pay by cash or check to purchase 
a Scrip (gift) card, for the business(es) of your choice, from the Scrip table 
before or after worship or from the church office during normal business 
hours. Then you simply use that gift card to pay for your purchases when 
you shop. The business gives us a discount when we purchase the gift 
cards. And that’s where we get our profit ... from the business, not you. But 
you help us earn those profits when you purchase and use the Scrip (gift) cards from Saint Stephens. Make sense?

If it doesn’t, don’t worry. Just stop in the office or at the Scrip table when are you here for worship on Sunday, and 
we can explain it to you a little better.

Give it a try! It’s an awesome program, simple to use, and a great way to “give a little more” to your church 
without spending a penny of your own money.

We have Scrip cards in stock for County Market, Piggly Wiggly, Walmart/Sam’s Club, most area gas stations, lots 
of area restaurants, and more!                                                  P.S. It’s also a great way to work within a budget. 

Church Directory Photos
FREE 8x10” portrait print

and a copy of this year’s Church directory

No session fees!

September 26, 27, 28, & 29 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 
PM weekdays; 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM Saturdays
Schedule your session using the link on our website:  

www.ststephensucc.net   -OR- 

Call the church office at 715.536.7322 to schedule.

Coupons available on the table near the elevator.

Pets are family, too!

insert_pets_01657_1017_Layout 1  10/23/2017  11:23 AM  Page 1

Last Chance!  
We want 

everyone in our 
new Church 

Directory so get 
signed up now!

We NEED Coffee Hour sponsors? Can you or a 
group of friends or family sponsor a Coffee Hour? 

Sign up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. 

Matthew 22: 39 “... And a second is like it:  
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”
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ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT AT MOON BEACH:  
NOVEMBER 9-11
Ladies, mark your calendar for our Annual Women’s 
Retreat at Moon Beach! The retreat is open to all 
the UCC churches in the Northwest Association and 
is jointly hosted by Saint Stephens United Church of 
Christ and First Congregational UCC of Wisconsin 
Rapids and will take place November 9-11, 2018. 
Walk in the woods, yoga, self-care, vespers, creative 
projects, and relax in the company of other women 
... Registration forms available at church or on our 
website (www.ststephensucc.net) under Resources and 
then Forms. Registration deadline:  October 26. Bring a 
sister, mother, or friend!

SAINT STEPHENS TREASURE SALE
to benefit 

Food For Kids
Friday, September 21 
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM &

Saturday, September 22
     8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Please stockpile your items of reasonable value 
(hopefully not trash) to donate! Drop-off times for 
treasures for the sale are as follows:  

Saturday, September 15:  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sunday, September 16:  Before/after worship

All donations should be brought to the room 
between the Fellowship Hall and the Choir Room, 
but ONLY during designated drop-off times. If you 
need items picked up, please call Cliff Williams at 
715.536.3515. 

Set up will take place September 19 & 20 from 
3:00 PM - 6:00 PM

We still need volunteers to help set up and run the 
sale. Call Chris Stamm at 715.218.0632 or email 
him at st3chri1224@hotmail.com if you can help!

 

  

  

  

  

JOIN US 

  

AT CULVER ’ S  

  

ON  S EPTEMBER  13 

  

TO SUPPORT  THE  

  

2 
nd 

  ANNUAL 

  

EMPTY BOWLS 

  

FUN DRAISER FOR  

FOOD FOR KIDS.  

  

  10 %  OF THE DAYS SALES W ILL BE DONATED. 
  

  ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT FOOD FOR KIDS THROUGH ST.  

STEPHEN ’ S CHURCH 
  

Sponsored by Merrill  
Noon  Optimist s   

Join the Merrill Noon Optimists at
CULVERS

September 13
to support the 2nd Annual Empty 

Bowls Fundraiser for Food For Kids

10% of the day’s sales will be 
donated. All proceeds benefit Food 

For Kids

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

PLEASE REGISTER!

Don’t forget to register your children for Sunday 
School. It starts this Sunday! If you have not already 
returned your completed Sunday School and Faith 
Formation Registration Forms, please do so ASAP. 

PEACE



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 ... Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
  Rev. Kyle Carnes preaching 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available. 
Sunday School at 9:00 AM in Classrooms,  

Faith Formation at 9:00 AM in Third Floor Classroom 
FALL KICKOFF SUNDAY & CELEBRATING 135 YEARS

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir. 
Flowers on the altar are in memory of granddaughter, Brynn Hilbert,  

from Phil & Kelly Natzke.  
Radio Ministry is in memory of Laura Plautz for her birthday from  

Bob & Jolene Plautz.
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing, but please join us in the 

Kuck Lounge for cake to celebrate the 135th Anniversary of Saint Stephens!  
Nursery staff names were not yet available at the time of this printing. 

Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 
Nancy Seidel, Charles Reinhardt, Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz.

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly Wallace, Chris & 
Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18  
  12:00 Staff Meeting 
 2:00 Jenny Towers

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship 
 7:00 Choir Practice  
 7:00 Visitation Meeting

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 1:00-7:00 Treasure Sale in 
                   Fellowship Hall

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
 10:00 Treasure Sale Drop-Off 
 8:00-5:00 Treasure Sale in 
                   Fellowship Hall
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

It’s BACK TO SCHOOL time!
Drive carefully & watch out for the kiddos!

Second Year Confirmation Students will meet at 10:00 AM in the Third Floor 
Classroom.


