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September 4, 2018THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

Even though Allie has gone to pre-K and 4-K the past two years, as she begins Kindergarten this week, 
I feel like this is our first Carnes family “first day of school.” I have been harkening back to recall what I 
remember of elementary school. Acknowledging the strange cocktail of recalling childhood memories, 
fears, excitements, and anxieties, I remember that nostalgia was once defined to me as “the pain of 
going back.” And not that everything was painful, but there’s always a certain longing and wistfulness 
of remembering that stage of life that formed some of our first memories that I still carry with me today.

Of course, I’m also waxing sentimental in some of the traditional ways of how Kindergarten represents 
in some way the official beginning of independent childhood. And when you meet Allie, independent 
is definitely a word that comes to mind. I wonder about what she will learn and what we have already 
taught her. We got to meet her teacher this morning - a person, who until today was a stranger but 
will now forever be a part of her life. That’s just how important teachers are in our lives. All teachers, 
whether they are good or bad at their jobs, they and what they teach imprint something of themselves 
on our lives. What a powerful role.

Even though I admit that I have almost no interest in going back to elementary school, even less interest 
in going back to middle school, some interest in high school, but I would love to go back to graduate 
school. I loved college and grad school, but not to be young or to party, but to learn more in a formal 
setting. I loved it. I didn’t attend college because I thought it was the right way to get a job. There are 
many proud professions for which no college is necessary, but rather trade school or apprenticeships 
are more valuable. I just happened to enjoy the education itself. Who knows, maybe someday I’ll go 
back to school.

For now, however, I’m stuck with the learning how to live day in and day out as a husband, father, and 
pastor. And for all of the teaching I do, the learning is immense. I understand my role as pastor in a 
way that there is one of me and hundreds of you. If I am not constantly learning from you all, then I’m 
not doing my job.

This raises the question for me:  Who are our teachers? And by this I don’t mean who is paid to teach 
us, but I mean, from whom are we willing to learn? I think as we get older we’re less and less willing to 
learn from a wide variety of teachers. Who do you consider to be your teachers? Why are you willing 
to learn from them? How is your life different because of these teachers? How does your life grow?

In our late twenties and early thirties our worldview usually becomes calcified and it takes a lot for 
us to change it - usually some kind of major life event or trauma. Otherwise, we tend to resist much 
of what comes at us that does not reinforce what we already believe or to hold what psychologists 
call “confirmation bias.” We tend to believe more readily the things that uphold our points of view 
and defend against, resist, or jettison, information and people who go against what we already believe 

- regardless of factual accuracy or not. Some of us pride ourselves in being more objective than the 
average bear, but very few of us can resist the seductive powers of confirmation bias.

It’s not only the first day of school that has brought the idea of teachers and learning to my mind. It’s 
also the passing of John McCain that reminds me that even though he was by no means universally liked 
(who is?), I believe he represented something that people of wide-ranging political stances respected, 
and many people were willing to listen to and learn from him and his life experience. 

In his passing, I came across this quote of his from a speech he gave as he accepted the 2017 Liberty 
Medal, that I think we all can learn from:  “We are living in the land of the free, the land where 
anything is possible, the land of the immigrant’s dream … to fear the world we have organized, and 
led for 3/4 of a century, to abandon the ideals we have advanced around the globe, to refuse the 
obligations of international leadership and our duty to remain ‘the last best hope of earth’ for the sake 
of some half-baked, spurious nationalism cooked up by people who would rather find scapegoats than 
solve problems is as unpatriotic as an attachment to any other tired dogma of the past that Americans 
consigned to the ash heap of history.” 

May we all be willing to learn from those with different experiences than our own, and particularly, 
if we are blessed enough, to sit at the feet of those who have more knowledge and are wiser than 
ourselves.

On this journey together,

Kyle



September 4, 2018
Page 2THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ
903 East 2nd Street | Merrill, Wisconsin | 54452

715.536.7322 | church@ststephensucc.net
903 East 2nd Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452715.536.7322 ststephensucc.net

Rev. Kyle Carnes
Rev. Lucas Williams
Mary Pat Campbell

Tina L. Scott
Kelly Krembs

Jason Chandler
Jim Bjorklund

Darlene Johnson

Senior Minister
Associate Minister
Pastoral Associate
Business Manager
Administrative Assistant
Facilities Manager
Music Director
Organist

kyle@ststephensucc.net
lucas@ststephensucc.net
marypat@ststephensucc.net
tina@ststephensucc.net
kelly@ststephensucc.net
jason@ststephensucc.net
jim@ststephensucc.net
Call the church office

EVERYTHING IS NOISE
A few weeks ago I began the practice of meditation. The idea was 
that by doing this each day, I could bring calmness and stability into 
my day, while also becoming more mindful. The goal is for me to 
become more aware, more in touch with my life and with whatever 
is happening in my body and mind as I meditate in silence.

When it was first recommended that I try meditation, I thought to 
myself, “How am I going to be able to be silent anywhere from 
five to twenty minutes!” But, the more I have done the practice of 
meditating and sitting in silence, the more I find that being silent for 
five to twenty minutes comes easier to me. And, as I become more 
comfortable with and in the silence, I am becoming aware of all of the noise that is in my life and discovering who 
I am without all the noise. By noise, I mean the literal noise in my, in our, lives.

This has got me thinking. Has it become easier for us to live with a lot of things going on all the time than to live 
with just being in silence? Or let me put it this way, have we become addicted to noise so much so that we don’t 
know what to do with or in the silence? The more time I spend in silence, the more I believe that all of the noise in 
our lives is a distraction. This is because there is noise in movies, music, television, the internet, and cell phones. I 
mean, we would rather have the radio on in our car as we drive then to sit in silence and look around at the beauty 
of nature around us. Basically, there is noise in every circumstance of our lives. This constant surrounding of noise 
is influencing us, and it drives us away from how we truly think, feel, and behave.

Is all of the noise in our lives distracting us from hearing the voice of God? I think there is a connection between the 
amount of noise in our lives, our inability to hear God, and the need for silence. Yeah ,silence can be hard, scary, 
and even awkward. So, if we can find a way to be silent, then we can search our hearts and start listening for the 
still speaking voice of God. What is God telling you? And as you listen to God, remember that no matter what is 
going on in your life and how much noise there is, God is always there.

We don’t only open ourselves to hear God in silence, we discover our true selves as well. In other words, in silence 
we can discover who God wants us to be. Furthermore, the more silence there is, the more we can become 
mindful of all of the noise in our lives and who we are without the noise. As I said earlier, the more time I have 
spent in silence, the more I am discovering who I am without all the noise.

Let’s not get lost in the sounds. And if God feels distant to you, remember it’s not because God is not talking to you, 
but because you aren’t really listening. Embrace the silence, become mindful of when the noise is just a distraction 
from hearing the voice of God, and listen for what is coming alive in you in that silence.  
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Church Directory Photos
FREE 8x10” portrait print

and a copy of this year’s Church directory

No session fees!

September 5, 6, 7, & 8 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
weekdays; 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM Saturdays 

September 26, 27, 28, & 29 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 
PM weekdays; 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM Saturdays
Schedule your session using the link on our website:  

www.ststephensucc.net   -OR- 

Call the church office at 715.536.7322 to schedule.

Coupons available on the table near the elevator.

Pets are family, too!

insert_pets_01657_1017_Layout 1  10/23/2017  11:23 AM  Page 1

CONGRATULATIONS 
CARNES FAMILY

Congratulations to Rev. 
Kyle & Jamie Carnes on 
the birth of a healthy baby 
boy! Aidan James Carnes 
was born August 23, 2018, 
weighing 9 lbs 5 oz and 
measuring 23 inches long. 
Siblings Allie, Silas, and 
Josiah are delighted with 
the new addition to the 
family. 

We NEED Coffee Hour sponsors? Can you or a 
group of friends or family sponsor a Coffee Hour? 

Sign up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. 

INFORMATION & INSPIRATION GATHERINGS
We are heading into exciting times here at Saint 
Stephens.

In the anticipation of the Capital Campaign kickoff fast 
approaching, all congregation members are invited to 
attend one of the following gathering sessions to be 
informed and inspired about our upcoming campaign.

Please join us!!

The following are the gathering times and locations.

September 10 @ 5:30 PM
Stoney Acres Farm

7002 Rangeline Rd., Athens

September 11 @ 10:30 AM
Brunch @ Saint Stephens Church, Fellowship Hall

September 11 @ 5:30 PM
Wings & Drinks @ The Sawmill Brewing Co. 

1110 E. 10th St., Merrill 

Please RSVP to the church office by September 7 which 
time and location you will be attending. Thank you!

OFFICE HOURS
With the conclusion of summer, as marked by the 
passing of Labor Day and the beginning of the school 
year, we return to our normal hours in the office:

Monday - Thursday  8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Friday  8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Don’t forget to use Scrip for all 
your purchases. It works the 

same as using cash!

Thank You to everyone who donated 
food for the Food Pantry. This month 

we had 203 pounds of donations!
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SCRIP FOR BACK TO SCHOOL
It’s time to buy Back to School clothes, shoes, and 
supplies. So why not do it with Scrip? You’ve got to 
buy all that stuff anyway ... and by using Scrip, Saint 
Stephens gets a little extra added to our bottom line. 

Now that’s good math (the easy, old school math) and 
it’s sure to earn you an A in Economics, as well!

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
October 14, 28 

November 4, 11, 18, 25 
December 2, 9, 16, 24, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
September 23 

October 7, 14, 21, 28 
November 4, 11, 18, 25 
December 2, 16, 24, 30

Coffee Hour 
September 9, 16, 30 

October 7, 14, 21, 28 
November 4, 11, 18, 25 

December 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Does God Exist?

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But 
the greatest of these is love.” - 1 Corinthians 13:13

A rabbi on the show Transparent wants to start a 
family, so she is devastated when she experiences a 
miscarriage.

As she catches up with a friend from seminary, she 
starts to break down mid-conversation as she recalls 
the emotional weight of her miscarriage. She tells him 
she is depressed and constantly questioning her belief 
in God.

Her friend doesn’t condemn her for her uncertainty nor 
does he dismiss her depression about her miscarriage 
as a lack of religious or personal tenacity.

He doesn’t try to explain to her why God should exist 
for her.

Instead, he talks about where he sees love, justice, truth, 
and beauty in the world. Whenever he sees these four 
concepts come to life, it expands his capacity to love. 
And that capacity to love is what he understands God 
to be.

He focuses on the good in the world, relates that good 
to his God, and lets her draw her own conclusions.

I can relate to the rabbi’s friend.

I’ve never been very concerned with trying to prove 
God exists, especially when those suffering hard times 
around me want to question God.

I don’t think a painful moment is the time to convince 
people God is real—or worse, to explain why God 
exists and lets horrible things happen to them.

When people hurt, it’s time to exemplify the Divine by 
showing how powerful Divine love can be.

Sometimes, our intercession doesn’t need a complicated 
religious label or explanation. It doesn’t even need to 
be presented as faith.

It just needs to be a hug, a listening ear, or a reminder 
that there is good in the world.

We don’t always need to remind people God exists. 
We just need to remind them that love does.

Prayer

Dear God, let my love do the talking. Amen.

By Marchaé Grair
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to the 
nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy to care 
for them during the service. (If you have not already done 
so, please complete an enrollment form for your child.) 
We are also still looking for more adults volunteers to 
staff the nursery. If you love to cuddle on babies, contact 
Sally Woller at 715.536.9870 to volunteer.

Sunday School classes begin Sunday, September 16. 
Please complete a Sunday School and Faith Formation 
Registration Form (found on page 8) for each child who 
will attend. We are asking everyone to return completed 
forms to us by September 9. You can mail or drop off 
your completed form, email it to Tina or Kelly in the 
office, or even drop it in the collection plate.

Fall Kickoff is Sunday, September 16

YOUTH GROUPS
Letters were mailed out to all youth ages 14-18 and 
the parents of youth ages 11-13 two weeks ago. If you 
haven’t received a letter, please call the office to be 
sure we have your address in our system correctly and 
to get a copy of the letter. LOTS OF YOUTH FUN 
COMING SOON!

YOUTH GROUP REGISTRATION
Middle School Youth. Please have your forms returned 
to the church office by September 9.
High School Youth. Please have your forms returned to 
the church office by September 5.

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Those students starting their second year of Confirmation 
Class will have their first meeting/class after worship 
service on September 16 at 10:00 AM. Both new (1st 
year) and returning (2nd year) confirmands will meet on 
October 7 at 10:00 AM. Confirmation classes will last 
two hours and will meet in the third floor classroom/
youth room.

If you are in 9th grade or older and have not yet been 
confirmed, please complete a Registration Form and 
return it to the church office prior to the meeting date 
and join us this year. Confirmation Registration Forms 
are available on our website, in the church office or the 
Kuck Lounge, or by emailing kelly@ststephensucc.net to 
request a copy.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS MEETING
Sunday School teachers will meet at 10:20 AM on 
Sunday, September 9, after worship.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP MEETING
Our first High School Youth Group meeting will be at 
10:00 AM on Sunday, September 9, right after worship. 
We will meet in the third floor classroom/youth room. 

TREASURE SALE DROP OFF
This Saturday, September 15:  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM & 
Sunday, September 16:  Before/After Worship

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES
Faith Formation Classes for September will be held 
on Sunday, September 16, and Sunday, September 23, 
at 9:00 AM. Faith Formation Classes for October will 
be held at the same time on Sunday, October 21, and 
Sunday, October 28.
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Organ Fund
 $20.00 in memory of Leona Schmidt from Mrs. Carlos Berndt

Radio
 $190.00 in memory of our 55th wedding anniversary on September 7 from Dave & Emily Schwartzman 
 $200.00 in memory of my wife, Linda Perry, remembering the anniversary of her death on September 11, 
   from Randy Perry 

SPECIAL GIFTS

Eagles Pancake Breakfast
@ The Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Sunday, September 16
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Regular & Potato Pancakes
Adults:  $8   Children:  $4   Age 5 & Under:  Free

Proceeds to benefit Dan Adamec  
to help with medical expenses.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL IN MERRILL  
CELEBRATES 15 YEARS
Did you know? The Society of St. Vincent de Paul right 
here in Merrill has helped people with eviction notices, 
utility disconnects, automobile repairs, transportation, 
jail inmate services, clothing and furniture, and 
more. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul helps those 
in emergency need, runs the Neighbor to Neighbor 
program to facilitate sharing furniture with those in need, 
coordinates the Breaking Bread monthly community 
meal where various groups/churches sponsor and serve 
a monthly meal, mentors individuals to help them break 
out of the cycle of poverty, and works with The Nest, a 
clothing and food center located at Merrill High School 
for those students in need. They also offer a free clinic 
and run the local thrift store. 

In addition to monetary donations, and donations of 
gently used clothing and household items at the thrift 
store, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul also accepts 
donations of vehicles. Call 800.322.8284 to learn how 
you can donate a vehicle. You can sent monetary gifts 
to:  Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 503 S. Center Ave, 
Suite 2, Merrill, WI  54452.

Those affiliated with St. Vincent de Paul strive to 
offer more than just financial assistance or assistance 
with material needs. They also strive to offer hope, 
understanding, compassion, and nonjudgmental 
assessment of each situation ... and to extend the hand 
of Christ to any neighbor in need.

You are invited to an exciting Women’s Event
featuring Wendysue Fluegge, a full-time traveling 

musician and retreat leader with a passion for bold 
witness in the everyday - encouraging others to share 

Jesus anytime, anywhere, with anyone!

Divine Destinations, Flight 3:16
October 6, 2018

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Trinity Lutheran Church

Tickets are $7 each
Lunch is included - Free Childcare 

Call Sherry @ 715.536.8681 to register.  
Registration deadline: September 29

THANK YOU
Thank you to the Merrill 600 Women’s Bowling Club 
for making a $500 donation to Food For Kids. Beth 
Houle accepted the check from the club’s officers. 

In photo from left to right:  Ally Bourdage, Beth Houle, 
Shannah Ellenbecker, and Mary Buttke

Don’t forget to RSVP 
and to  

attend one of 
our Information 

& Inspiration 
Gatherings!

(See page 7 for 
details)
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES
Saint Stephens will be moving forward with the contract with Kulps of Stratford to replace the sanctuary roof. We 
will let you know when the date to begin work is set!

Darlene Johnson, the pastors, and the executive committee will meet this evening with Val Bartlein from Classic 
Church Organs, a company that deals exclusively with Rodgers organs, to move forward with ordering the new 
organ. We know this is something near and dear to many of your hearts, and we are really looking forward to 
how a new organ will enhance our worship experience.

We are truly getting excited about all that is to come. 

A Capital Campaign is about more than raising money ... it’s about creating a culture of generosity. And Saint 
Stephens has already demonstrated that so many members of our congregation already possess this spirit of 
generosity, so it will be wonderful to watch this spirit grow and expand. And it is starting to get real as we move 
forward with these steps and begin to see the fruits of the spirit, and of our efforts, coming to fruition in tangible 
projects like the new roof and new organ.

Craig Loscalzo from Generis, the company that will help us facilitate our Capital Campaign, was in Merrill 
about 10 days ago working with staff, Council, and a team of leaders from our congregation to begin the Capital 
Campaign process. Good things are starting to happen! This is a time of excitement. We hope you will get excited 
with us.

Lots more to come. Stay tuned, as we will continue to keep you informed every step of the way ...

And speaking of staying informed ... we want to invite you to come and share in the next and very important part 
of our Capital Campaign process. This is the stage where we share information and come together to get inspired 
by all that we are doing at Saint Stephens and all that is to come. We will NOT be asking for pledges at these 
gatherings. Rather, we will be sharing about the steps to come and drawing inspiration from one another about 
what Saint Stephens means to each of us. We would truly like each and every member of Saint Stephens to come 
to one of these gatherings:

INFORMATION & INSPIRATION GATHERINGS
You are invited to attend one of the following gathering 
sessions to be informed and inspired about our 
upcoming campaign. Please join us!!

The following are the gathering times and locations.

September 10 @ 5:30 PM
Stoney Acres Farm

7002 Rangeline Rd., Athens

September 11 @ 10:30 AM
Brunch @ Saint Stephens Church, Fellowship Hall

September 11 @ 5:30 PM
Wings & Drinks @ The Sawmill Brewing Co. 

1110 E. 10th St., Merrill 

Please RSVP to the church office by September 7 or 
ASAP which time and location you will be attending. 



Saint Stephens UCC 
Sunday School and Faith Formation 

 
Registration Form:  2018-2019 Program Year

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION:  SEPTEMBER 9, 2018

Child’s Information:
First Name: _________________ Middle Name: _________________ Last Name: _____________________
Birth date:(mm/dd/yyyy): _________________________  Age: ____________
Telephone #:________________________________
Address: _____________________________________City/State: _______________ZIP Code: ____________ 
School Attending: ___________________________________________________ Grade Level: ___________
Parents/Guardians Name(s): _________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact: _________________________________________Telephone #:_____________________
Student Email: ______________________________  Parent Email: __________________________________

To Whom It May Concern:
This is permission for __________________________________ to attend the Sunday School or Faith 
Formation classes at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ during the 2018-19 program year. I/we agree 
to hold the church, its members, officers, and pastors blameless in the event of an accident of any kind 
during such events.  Further, I/we give permission to adult teachers to obtain medical treatment for the 
above named minor if this becomes necessary.
 

____________________________________________________ 
Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature
Printed name:________________________________________ Date:__________________ 

Medical Release Form

Parent/Guardian’s Name: ________________________________________Work Phone:__________________  
Alternative Emergency Contact Name: _________________________________  Phone: ________________
Physician:   ______________________________________________________Phone: ___________________
Medical Plan Name and Number:_____________________________________________________________

Please list any allergies or other medical information we should know:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you give permission for the church to publish pictures and/or name of your child in the weekly 
newsletter and/or social media or other media?      ________ Yes      ________ No

Do you want to receive text messages regarding children’s or youth activities scheduled at Saint Stephens 
UCC this program year?  (If so, please list cell numbers here and attach a name.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Any other information about your child you think we should be aware of?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 -  Worship at 9:00 AM -  
with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the third floor nursery); 
Coffee Hour following worship - Please join us! 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Contemplative Style Worship

INSPIRATIONAL GATHERING - September 10 at 5:30 PM, Pizza & Drinks  
@ Stoney Acres Farm, 7002 Rangeline Rd., Athens, with Council 

INSPIRATIONAL GATHERING - September 11 at 10:30 AM Brunch @ Church in the Fellowship Hall
INSPIRATIONAL GATHERING - September 11 at 5:30 PM, Wings & Drinks  

@ The Sawmill Brewing Co., 1110 E. 10th St., Merrill
FALL KICKOFF & CELEBRATION OF 135 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT STEPHENS - September 16 

OKTOBERFEST - September 29 
ANNUAL MEETING/LAUNCH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN - October 14

UPCOMING EVENTS

BACK TO SCHOOL  
+  

SCRIP  
= FREE $$ FOR CHURCH!

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to 
use in place of cash! Use Scrip 
when you go shopping ... for 
clothes, school supplies, gas, 

and  MORE!

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text  SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

GRIEFSHARE
A new seminar and support group for people 
experiencing grief and loss will be held on Monday 
evenings at Trinity Church, 107 N State Street, Merrill, 
beginning September 10 at 6:00 PM. For more 
information, go to www.griefshare.org. Call 536.5482 
to register.

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish you 
could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council meeting? 
Curious about church finances? Your Church Council 
wants you to know you can get a copy of the most 
recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, by 
request. Simply call Tina in the church office and she 
can print or email you a copy. 

THANK YOU
Special thanks to Geiss Meat Service 
and Chips Hamburgers for their 
donations for our Food For Kids 
Brat Fry the end of July! Due to their 
generosity, this single event raised 
nearly $900 for Food For Kids!
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OKTOBERFEST VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED
Please help us fill all the spots on the sign-up board (located in the back of church on Sundays and in the church 
office during the week). Many hands make light work, and this is going to be FUN!

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

CONDOLENCES
We extend the condolences of the Christian faith to 
those who passed away during the month of August 
2018:

Dorothy Bergh, died August 28, 2018

Mark your Calendars for
this year’s

Annual Meeting
October 14
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UPDATED FUND BALANCES
As of the end of August, we have the following funds 
allocated toward a new roof for the sanctuary and a 
new updated organ. Thank you for your generosity!
 New Roof Fund: $16,110.00
 Organ Fund:  $21,918.00

ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT AT MOON BEACH:  
NOVEMBER 9-11
Ladies, mark your calendar for our Annual Women’s 
Retreat at Moon Beach! The retreat is open to all 
the UCC churches in the Northwest Association and 
is jointly hosted by Saint Stephens United Church of 
Christ and First Congregational UCC of Wisconsin 
Rapids and will take place November 9-11, 2018. 
Walk in the woods, yoga, self-care, vespers, creative 
projects, and relax in the company of other women 
... Registration forms available at church or on our 
website (www.ststephensucc.net) under Resources and 
then Forms. Registration deadline:  October 26. Bring a 
sister, mother, or friend!

SAINT STEPHENS TREASURE SALE
to benefit 

Food For Kids
Friday, September 21 
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM &

Saturday, September 22
     8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Please stockpile your items of reasonable value 
(hopefully not trash) to donate! Drop-off times for 
treasures for the sale are as follows:  

Saturday, September 8:  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturday, September 15:  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sunday, September 16:  Before/after worship

All donations should be brought to the room 
between the Fellowship Hall and the Choir Room, 
but ONLY during designated drop-off times. If you 
need items picked up, please call Cliff Williams at 
715.536.3515. 

Set up will take place September 19 & 20 from 
3:00 PM - 6:00 PM

We still need volunteers to help set up and run the 
sale. Call Chris Stamm at 715.218.0632 or email 
him at st3chri1224@hotmail.com if you can help!

THANK YOU FOR USING SCRIP!

$4,000 PROFIT was transferred to the  
General Fund in August ... thanks to YOU!

At 5 PM Monday

Roast Chicken, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, 
Green Beans, Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

 

  

  

  

  

JOIN US 

  

AT CULVER ’ S  

  

ON  S EPTEMBER  13 

  

TO SUPPORT  THE  

  

2 
nd 

  ANNUAL 

  

EMPTY BOWLS 

  

FUN DRAISER FOR  

FOOD FOR KIDS.  

  

  10 %  OF THE DAYS SALES W ILL BE DONATED. 
  

  ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT FOOD FOR KIDS THROUGH ST.  

STEPHEN ’ S CHURCH 
  

Sponsored by Merrill  
Noon  Optimist s   

Join the Merrill Noon Optimists at
CULVERS

September 13
to support the 2nd Annual Empty 

Bowls Fundraiser for Food For Kids

10% of the day’s sales will be 
donated. All proceeds benefit Food 

For Kids

PLEASE REGISTER!

Don’t forget to register your children for Sunday 
School Please return completed Sunday School and 
Faith Formation Registration Forms by September 9. 



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 ... Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
  Rev. Lucas Williams preaching 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available.  
Musicians are Marlene Graap and Jim Bjorklund. 

Flowers on the altar are in celebration of our 23rd wedding anniversary from Bill 
& Paula McIntyre.  

Radio Ministry is in honor of the 55th wedding anniversary of Dave & Emily 
Schwartzman on September 7.

Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing.  
Nursery staff names were not yet available at the time of this printing. 

Ushers scheduled will be Lloyd Buck, David Buck, Matt Buck, Kelly & Phil 
Natzke, Pam & Jeff Hetfeld, and Tim Seidler.

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Randy Perry, Mary Maluegge, Marge Johnson, 
Bonnie Koelsch, Lottie Ziemke, Jerry & Shelly Burnett, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 

Dornbrack, and George Dintelman.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:15 Executive Committee @ SA 
 5:30 Inspirational Meeting Pizza/ 
         Drinks @ Stoney Acres Farm  
 5:30 Council Meeting @ SA

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11  
 10:30 Inspirational Meeting  
           Brunch @ Church/ 
           Fellowship Hall  
 12:00 Staff Meeting 
 5:30   Inspirational Meeting Wings  
           & Drinks @ Sawmill  
           Brewing

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship 
 7:00 Choir Practice 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chime Choir

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

It’s BACK TO SCHOOL time!
Drive carefully & watch out for the kiddos!

APOLOGIES to Patsy & Dan Pick. The flowers on the altar were listed 
incorrectly in last week’s Interpreter and should have read:  Flowers on the 
altar are in honor of our 57th wedding anniversary from Patsy & Dan Pick.


