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for everyone you 
meet is going through 
something you know 

nothing about.

HEARTBROKEN, BEWILDERED, INSPIRED

It’s hard to explain a place to someone who has never been there. You can describe your 
sensations. You can list the sounds and smells and sights and how it felt being there. In the 
end though, it’s still only your experience and no matter how moving of a story you can tell, 
like Melissa Butler has been doing with her moving stories here in The Interpreter, no one will 
believe they have been there, unless they actual travel there for themselves. Our experiences 
are always our own, and there’s no way to make them somebody else’s or vice versa. 

I am never more aware of this reality of our existence in my own life, than when I travel to the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. Even as I traveled to Europe this spring, I never 
felt like there was something impossible to put into words about that trip. I mean, of course 
it is impossible anywhere, and yet there’s something about the way politics, culture, religion, 
spirituality, corruption, government, domination, survival, sociology, economics, mental health, 
and history all collide on the Rez, the visceral feeling of impossibility is like nothing else I have 
personally experienced. I’ve also heard my fellow travelers to the Rez say they’ve had similar 
experiences.

And yet, the human spirit is strong and resilient.

There are a couple easy traps for us “wasichus” (word for European Americans - “those who 
steal the fat”) to fall into when it comes to today and how we honor the past and present of the 
people who’s ancestors inhabited this land before we “discovered” it. The easiest, and most 
common trap, is ignorance and deliberate neglect. The less we know, the less we will feel the 
need to do something about it. The end. The other trap is to know something, whether a little 
or a lot, and to let guilt stirred up by the plight of people today caused by sins of our ancestral 
past stand in the way of seeing today’s reality and making decisions of our own. 

One of the teachers on staff at Re-Member suggests that what we need to do today is figure 
out how we are going to live together today, in a way that acknowledges both present and past 
realities, to establish some equity for the first time between the white man and red man.

There are so many barriers. The inertia to do nothing is extremely strong. One of the particular 
barriers that I’m beginning to explore is the idea that everything the United States is today, and 
has been, was, and continues to be, predicated on the destruction of the people of this land 
and the systematic dismantling of their culture. Only in 1978 did the American Indian Religious 
Freedom Act decriminalize the practice of traditional sacred rituals and ceremonies. Note how 
recent that was. 

Re-Member continues to have trouble funding their simple projects and modest building 
campaign. But what does it take for the sins of the reservation system to become our thing? 
Or, like I suggested, is there no way for it to become our thing on any large scale because 
the founding premise of our country depends upon us never making it our thing? Regardless 
of there being any truth to my wonderings, the systematic and institutionalized subjugation of 
millions of people across five centuries requires a particular willingness to endure nauseating 
complexity if anything is to be done.

And yet, the human spirit is strong and resilient.

There are stories of power, beauty, courage, farming, and prayer that need to be told. New 
narratives can and are being written. My prayer for Saint Stephens is that as we continue to 
grow, and our faith continues to encourage us to care for the least of these as directed by Jesus, 
that we will find a way to strengthen and continue our relationship with Re-Member so that we 
might be the people who are indeed unafraid to remember and willing to endure and to do the 
work.

It is my privilege to be your pastor,

Kyle
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A NEW MINDSET ...

Just the other day I had a conversation with a pastor friend of mine 
regarding children and youth ministry. Her congregation is a smaller and 
primarily older congregation with some children. One of her members 
approached her about the need for more children at their church. After 
conversation it ended up that this member was worried the church 
would die if there wasn’t any youth now to grow with the church. My 
friend and I talked about this statement and what the importance of 
youth ministry should be.

We both found some truth behind the statement, that for the church 
to continue into the future, children and youth today have to find interest in church. What concerned us is that when this 
statement is said, we use it as a statement of hope and encouragement, when really it’s the complete opposite. So why do 
we make this statement? It seems to me that we say this statement out of fear of losing what we know. I mean, if we have 
Sunday school, confirmation, and youth groups for the sole purpose of lengthening our church’s life or for the church’s 
interests/sake, are we really doing the church any good? I would say no. To do us, the church, some good, we have to be 
sure we consider what is for the children and youth’s sake, not just for the sake of the church. When children and youth 
ministry become more for our sake, we lose what children and youth have to teach us. Furthermore, we convey to them that 
the church is only for adults or the church is more concerned about surviving. 

So why do we have children’s and youth ministry? I believe we have these ministries because it helps the church stay relevant. 
For example, children and youth often ask for explanation of things adults no longer think of. So the church stays relevant 
by being reminded of the passion and optimism of children and youth, but also by being reminded of the need for our own.

I would also add that we should have children’s and youth ministry because it fosters a relationship where the adults, 
children, and youth become co-creators in the work of the church. Fostering this relationship as co-creators becomes a 
visible sign that the children/youth are not objects of ministry, but they are agents of ministry. To form this relationship, I 
deeply believe that the church must be interested in the children/youth if we want them to be interested in church. Instead 
of the church telling, or perhaps showing, children and youth that the church isn’t interested in their sake, we have to find 
ways of relating their interests to the church.

I remember when I was involved in my church’s children/youth ministries as a child/youth and how my pastor’s passion 
and genuine interest in my interests impacted me and drew me closer to the church. I can honestly say that I never felt 
like my attendance, involvement, and learning was for the church’s sake or benefit, but rather the church was benefitting 
me. I benefitted because I was able to develop a voice and a sense of who I was and who I wanted to be. In many ways it 
shaped my eventual path toward ministry. By changing our mindset from helping the church’s future to helping the future of 
the children/youth, we the church can help shape who the children/youth will be someday and the vocation they choose.

As the beginning of our children and youth ministries for the coming year approach, remember that it’s not about lengthening 
our church’s life or for the church’s interests/sake. It’s not about our fear of losing what we know in the future. It’s about 
adopting a new mindset, a mindset that says:  It’s all about them, here and now!
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CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS
Your representatives on Church Council are working on 
new ways of communicating to keep the congregation 
well informed of the business that occurs when Council 
meets monthly. Each month, the Council Secretary will 
compile a summary of our prior month’s meeting to 
share in The Interpreter. 

During the July 9 Council meeting, the Treasurer’s 
Report and Secretary’s Report from June were both 
approved.

The main agenda topic for July included additional 
discussion about the Capital Campaign vote that was 
then held on July 15.  

Council also discussed the importance of forming a 
construction committee to oversee the bids and give 
guidance to Council on proposals that are received 
for the work that needs to be done.  Council has now 
identified and reached out to individuals who will serve 
in this role.  

Church maintenance was another topic up for discussion. 
With an old building, there is never a shortage of projects 
of varying sizes, so Council is working to reconstitute 
a property committee that will work in tandem with 
the facilities manager to accomplish building projects. 
Because we realize there is always more work than one 
person can complete in a week. This will be a project 
based team, not an oversight committee.

In addition, if you see something that needs to be 
done, please feel empowered to do it, whether that be 
vacuuming, dusting, tidying up a bathroom, mowing 

the lawn, etc. With our facility manager having been out 
on medical leave, we need to ask for the congregation’s 
assistance with the day-to-day tidying of our facility. It’s 
a big building, there’s a lot going on, and while in Jason’s 
absence, we have hired Lincoln Industries staff to come 
in to tackle the majority of the cleaning, they are only 
here for a handful of hours each week.  

Another item up for discussion was the curb that is in front 
of the large wooden sanctuary doors. Now that we have 
a Hospitality Corps regularly greeting members, we’ve 
noticed that that curb can be particularly treacherous 
during the wintertime for members who have trouble 
walking due to plowing patterns and snow/ice buildup 
in that area. We will be contacting the City of Merrill to 
work on having that curbing replaced with a handicap 
accessible ramp due to the number of drop-offs that 
occur at this door. Cliff Williams and Kent Reinhardt will 
also team up to replace the broken sidewalk that is in 
front of the handicap accessible doors on the 2nd street 
entrance.

Please feel free to reach out to any member of Council 
if you have any questions or concerns. A complete copy 
of the Treasurer’s Report and Secretary’s Report can 
be obtained by contacting the church office, and the 
Council encourages members of the congregation to 
review these reports.

Blessings,

Beth Ann Houle
Council Secretary

SCRIP FOR BACK TO SCHOOL
It’s time to buy Back to School clothes, shoes, and 
supplies. So why not do it with Scrip? You’ve got to 
buy all that stuff anyway ... and by using Scrip, Saint 
Stephens gets a little extra added to our bottom line. 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATES
Saint Stephens will be moving forward with the contract 
with Kulps of Stratford to replace the sanctuary roof. 
We will let you know when the date to begin work is 
set!

Craig Loscalzo from Generis, the company that will 
help us facilitate our Capital Campaign, will be in town 
this weekend to work with staff and Council and to 
train the lead team for the Capital Campaign. We are 
starting to gain some momentum!

More to come. Stay tuned!

Back to School Shopping?
Don’t forget to use Scrip!



Saint Stephens UCC 
Sunday School and Faith Formation 

 
Registration Form:  2018-2019 Program Year

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION:  SEPTEMBER 9, 2018

Child’s Information:
First Name: _________________ Middle Name: _________________ Last Name: _____________________
Birth date:(mm/dd/yyyy): _________________________  Age: ____________
Telephone #:________________________________
Address: _____________________________________City/State: _______________ZIP Code: ____________ 
School Attending: ___________________________________________________ Grade Level: ___________
Parents/Guardians Name(s): _________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact: _________________________________________Telephone #:_____________________
Student Email: ______________________________  Parent Email: __________________________________

To Whom It May Concern:
This is permission for __________________________________ to attend the Sunday School or Faith 
Formation classes at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ during the 2018-19 program year. I/we agree 
to hold the church, its members, officers, and pastors blameless in the event of an accident of any kind 
during such events.  Further, I/we give permission to adult teachers to obtain medical treatment for the 
above named minor if this becomes necessary.
 

____________________________________________________ 
Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature
Printed name:________________________________________ Date:__________________ 

Medical Release Form

Parent/Guardian’s Name: ________________________________________Work Phone:__________________  
Alternative Emergency Contact Name: _________________________________  Phone: ________________
Physician:   ______________________________________________________Phone: ___________________
Medical Plan Name and Number:_____________________________________________________________

Please list any allergies or other medical information we should know:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you give permission for the church to publish pictures and/or name of your child in the weekly 
newsletter and/or social media or other media?      ________ Yes      ________ No

Do you want to receive text messages regarding children’s or youth activities scheduled at Saint Stephens 
UCC this program year?  (If so, please list cell numbers here and attach a name.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Any other information about your child you think we should be aware of?  
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
October 14, 28 

November 4, 11, 18, 25

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

August 26 
September 2, 9, 23 

October 7, 14, 21, 28 
November 4, 11, 18, 25

Coffee Hour 
August 26 

September 2, 9, 16, 30 
October 7, 14, 21, 28 

November 4, 11, 18, 25

MEDICAL MINISTRY 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Medical Equipment 
Ministry (MEM) is a free lending 
program that provides medical 
equipment to those who need 
to use the equipment we 
have available. Volunteers 
clean and sanitize returned 
or donated equipment. 

Additional volunteers are needed. If you are interested 
in volunteering a few hours one or two months per 
year, please join the MEM volunteers and staff of Saint 
Stephens for our 5th Annual MEM Potluck dinner and 
meeting on Thursday, August 23. Please call Jerry Geiss 
for more details at 715.536.9229.
The MEM works because of you! Thank you.

- Jerry & Cindy Geiss

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Waiting Tables for the Lord

“And the twelve called together the whole community of the disciples 
and said, ‘It is not right that we should neglect the word of God in order 
to wait on tables. Therefore, friends, select from among yourselves 
seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we 
may appoint to this task, while we, for our part, will devote ourselves 
to prayer and to serving the word.’… They had these men stand before 
the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.” - Acts 6:2-6

A clergy person once asked me if they needed a publicist. This is not someone who is trying to market a published 
book or anything where an argument for that could possible made, so I was baffled. When I asked why they 
thought they might need one they said they wanted to, “increase their public profile.” 

“No,” I told them, “You do not need a publicist.” What I didn’t say, but wanted to, was, “In fact, please don’t get 
one, because the last thing the church needs is more clergy who just want to be famous.” 

In a time of celebrity clergy, I’m reminded of this passage. The early church was trying to make sure all the day-
to-day tasks were being taken care of, such as the distribution of food. They decided to appoint seven people to 
the task of waiting on tables so that the rest could focus on prayer and study. They chose these seven, laid hands 
on them in prayer, and commissioned them to this particular ministry of being servers.

In one respect, this is a humble calling. The seven guys waiting tables were never going to get a publicist this way. 
In another, though, it shows just how important the small, thankless tasks truly can be for the church. The apostles 
knew it was so crucial for their life together that they actually laid their hands on the waiters, essentially ordaining 
them to their work. How often in our church life together do we recognize anyone other than our clergy like this?

And yet, those waiters were worthy, and their influence would go far beyond the table. One of the seven, Stephen, 
a man “full of faith and the Holy Spirit” would be mentioned again in Acts. It was Stephen who would later be the 
first martyr for the faith. It is Stephen that we think about when we remember what it means to be ready to pay 
the “cost of discipleship.” It is Stephen, the waiter, who known now as a saint. 

And he didn’t even need a publicist.

Prayer:  God, thank you for the humble servants who make the greatest impact. Amen.

By Emily C. Heath
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Join us for our very first ... 
Oktoberfest

Saturday September 29
4:00 - 11:00 PM

@
Normal Park in Merrill

Food for Sale – Brats, 
Sauerkraut, Homemade 

German Potato Salad, Hot 
Dogs, Warm Soft Pretzels, 

Cream Puffs & other 
Homemade Desserts

Beverages for Sale – 
Sawmill Brewing Beer 
(Oktoberfest and other 
selections), Domestic 

beer, & Soda

Games & Face  
Painting for the Kids!

It’s Time for a New Church Directory!

This year Saint Stephens marks 135 years! 
It’s the perfect opportunity to create a new, more contemporary and easily 
updatable Church Directory.

We have again partnered with Lifetouch to do the photography for our new 
directory, and we want to encourage every one of you to get photographed 
for our directory! To facilitate that, we’ve scheduled dates in August and 
September (and we’ll schedule more if we fill all those slots!). You can bring 
your pets for your photos, invite extended family members for a big family 
portrait, include props or personal items to make your pictures unique, and 
really personalize your session for you and your family! 

Every family photographed will get a  
FREE 8x10” portrait print

and a copy of this year’s Church directory

There are no session fees!

Pick the Date and Time that works for you: 
September 5, 6, 7, & 8 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM weekdays; 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM Saturdays 

September 26, 27, 28, & 29 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM weekdays; 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM Saturdays
Get scheduled now! Sign up from the link on our website, www.ststephensucc.net 

-OR- 

Call the church office at 715.536.7322 & we’ll get you scheduled.

Plus! We’ll have coupons available. There is a 20% discount for seniors and military. And you can invite non-
member families to get their portraits done, too. You don’t have to be a member to get your pictures done!

tell your
story

Sam

Age 5

Did you want to be 
here today?

My mom made me 
turn off cartoons and 

put this sweater on

Do you love your mom? 
She’s the best mom because 

she makes good macaroni 
and cheese

a

SCRIP PARTICIPANTS:  NO PREPAID CARD OR CERTIFICATE NEEDED
Did You Know? ... Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products will send a 

percentage of your purchase of $100 or more (when you use cash or a check) to Saint Stephens. Miller 
Furniture and Courtside Furniture also participate in the Scrip program in this same manner. Just tell 

whichever store you are shopping at that you belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 

Music: 
Concertina AJ & The Gang  
plus another band  to be 

announced soon
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy 
to care for them during the service. (If you have not 
already done so, please complete an enrollment form 
for your child.)

Sunday School, Faith Formation, and Confirmation 
classes are all on Summer Break. Enjoy your summer!

BUT now it’s time to gear up for the new Program Year. 
Fall Kickoff (Sunday School classes, Faith Formation, 
etc.). Please complete a Sunday School and Faith 
Formation Registration Form (found on page 4) for each 
child who will attend. We are asking everyone to return 
completed forms to us by September 9. You can mail or 
drop off your completed form, email it to Tina or Kelly 
in the office, or even drop it in the collection plate.

Fall Kickoff is Sunday, September 16

USHERS MEETING
We will have an Ushers Meeting August 21 at 6:00 PM. 
If you are already or want to be an usher, please come!

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial
 $10.00 in memory of Leona Schmidt from Jerry & Elmira Krause
 $50.00 in memory from Bob Gruling from Janet & Bruce Schaefer
 $20.00 in memory of my husband, Norm Hass, from Family
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Radke from Linda Hass

New Roof
 $20.00 in memory of Christian Merkel from Bill & Joanne Wengeler
 $10.00 in memory of Leona Schmidt from Betty Krause
 $275.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Friends & Family 

Organ Fund
 $275.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Friends & Family

Capital Campaign
 $10.00 in loving memory of my Dad, Carlos Berndt, on the first anniversary of his death from Kathy Case

Radio
 $45.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Chris & Heidi Stevenson

Capital Improvement
 $20.00 in memory of Leona Schmidt from Mark & Sally Woller

SPECIAL GIFTS
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JOIN US!!! 
2nd ANNUAL 

EMPTY BOWLS 
PAY IT 4-WARD PASTA DINNER 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2018  

4:30 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M. 
LES & JIM’S LINCOLN LANES 

1208 N. Center Ave 
Merrill, WI  54452 

 Join the Optimist Club of Merrill for a meal to help    
fight hunger in our community. 

Fill the bowls of hungry children in our community.  For a minimum donation of $10, get a                 
one-of-a-kind handcrafted bowl made by people in our community and a pasta dinner.  100% of the 

proceeds go to the Food for Kids program through St. Stephens Church.   

Dinner includes spaghetti, meatballs, garlic bread and a beverage.  
Sundae bar and baked goods will also be available for purchase.  

(Bowls available while supplies last.) 

 

 

  

  

  

  

JOIN US 

  

AT CULVER ’ S  

  

ON  S EPTEMBER  13 

  

TO SUPPORT  THE  

  

2 
nd 

  ANNUAL 

  

EMPTY BOWLS 

  

FUN DRAISER FOR  

FOOD FOR KIDS.  

  

  10 %  OF THE DAYS SALES W ILL BE DONATED. 
  

  ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT FOOD FOR KIDS THROUGH ST.  

STEPHEN ’ S CHURCH 
  

Sponsored by Merrill  
Noon  Optimist s   

Join the Merrill Noon Optimists at
CULVERS

September 13
to support the 2nd Annual Empty 

Bowls Fundraiser for Food For Kids

10% of the day’s sales will be 
donated. All proceeds benefit Food 

For Kids

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes
  Rev. Lucas Williams

Mark your Calendars for
this year’s

Annual Meeting
October 14
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THIS SUNDAY, AUGUST 26 -  Worship at 9:00 AM - Re-Member Sunday,  
with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the third floor nursery); 
Coffee Hour following worship - Please join us! 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Worship

FALL KICKOFF & CELEBRATION OF 135 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT STEPHENS - September 16 
OKTOBERFEST - September 29 

ANNUAL MEETING - October 14

UPCOMING EVENTS

Can you sponsor a Coffee Hour? Sign up on the 
kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Coffee Hour will continue 

during the summer months and all year long.

BACK TO SCHOOL  
+  

SCRIP  
= FREE $$ FOR CHURCH!

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING to 
use in place of cash! Use Scrip 
when you go shopping ... for 
clothes, school supplies, gas, 

and  MORE!

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

At 5 PM Monday

Hot Dogs & Baked Beans, Mac & Cheese 
Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages
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CONDOLENCES
We extend the condolences of the Christian faith to 
those who passed away during the month of June 2018:

Carol A. Krause, died July 16, 2018

Rudolph F. Burgener, died July 20, 2018

Audrey J. Heuser, died July 22, 2018

Dorothy G. Radke, died July 28, 2018

Christian Merkel, died July 29, 2018

MARSHFIELD MEDICAL CENTER
Marshfield Medical Center (formerly St. Joseph’s 
Hospital) is working with a new computer program/
system and is currently unable to tell us when our 
church members are hospitalized. (Previously, we could 
call and give them our church code and they could 
tell us who had designated St. Stephens as their church 
when they were registered. That way we knew when 
parishioners were hospitalized there. Good Samaritan, 
St. Clare’s, and Aspirus Wausau Hospitals all do this for 
us, and St. Joseph’s used to, as well.)

What does this mean? It means that it is more important 
than ever to let us know when someone is hospitalized 
so that we can provide pastoral care to members of 
our congregation. In particular, if they are hospitalized 
at Marshfield Medical Center (formerly St. Joseph’s) in 
Marshfield. ... But even if they are hospitalized at another 
hospital, go ahead and call the office at 715.536.7322 
or, especially on weekends or after office hours, call  
the Pastoral Care Needs line at 715.575.3191.

SCRIP REALLY PAYS!
Using Scrip really pays off! This month the Scrip 
program was able to transfer $4,000 in Scrip profits to 
the Saint Stephens General Fund!

Keep using Scrip in every way possible ... and Saint 
Stephens can keep reaping the rewards!

Thanks to everyone who uses the Scrip for so many of 
their purchases. It’s a great way to contribute a little 
something extra, and it’s so easy. Sure, it takes a little 
advance planning to get your Scrip cards at church, but 
now that Scrip is available in the office during the week, 
it’s extra easy and convenient to buy Scrip before you 
go shopping. Those who are using Scrip love it!

Give it a try!

5th Annual Medical Equipment Ministry (MEM)
Potluck

We would like to invite the members of the Medical 
Equipment Ministry and Saint Stephens Staff to a 

Potluck Dinner:

Thursday, August 23, 2018
Refreshments at 4:30 PM

Dinner at 5:30 PM

At the Home of Jerry & Cindy Geiss
W5443 Zastrow Lane, Merrill

(Turn by the old Army jet at the Merrill Airport)
Please RSVP by Friday, August 17 to  

magjlg@frontier.com or 715.536.9229 or 
 Jerry’s cell phone 715.218.1390

FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Merrill Community Food Pantry is looking for 
additional Volunteers. If you are interested, call the 
pantry at 715-536-4505. Please leave a message so 
someone can call you back in case you call after pantry 
hours.
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UPDATED FUND BALANCES
As of the end of July, we have the following funds 
allocated toward a new roof for the sanctuary and a 
new updated organ. Thank you for your generosity!
 New Roof Fund: $15,600.00
 Organ Fund  $20,698.00

OKTOBERFEST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
In recent weeks, we passed around clipboards at the 
beginning of worship looking for volunteers to help 
make our first Oktoberfest a success. We still need more 
volunteers! Please check the sign-up board and sign 
up to help in some way. We want to make this event 
awesome! 

During the week, the sign-up board will be in the church 
office, and before and after worship the sign-up board 
will be located in the back of church. 

ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT AT MOON BEACH:  
NOVEMBER 9-11
Ladies, mark your calendar for our Annual Women’s 
Retreat at Moon Beach! The retreat is open to all 
the UCC churches in the Northwest Association and 
is jointly hosted by Saint Stephens United Church of 
Christ and First Congregational UCC of Wisconsin 
Rapids and will take place November 9-11, 2018. Walk 
in the woods, yoga, self-care, vespers, creative projects, 
and relax in the company of other women ... More 
information to come! 

WE’RE HAVING A TREASURE SALE!
Saint Stephens will be hosting a Treasure Sale on 
September 21 and 22 to benefit Food For Kids! Mark 
your calendars now, and start putting all the treasures 
you want to leave your house into a pile to donate 
for this awesome fundraiser. We’ll also be looking for 
volunteers to help set up and run the sale. If you can 
help with organizing and set-up on September 19 and 
20, call Chris Stamm at 715.218.0632 or email him at:  
st3chri1224@hotmail.com.

PINE CREST
We will also have a worship service at Pine Crest at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, August 30. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda 
Hass, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will 
lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the 
pianist.

SAINT STEPHENS TREASURE SALE
to benefit 

Food For Kids
Friday, September 21 
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM &

Saturday, September 22
  8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Please stockpile your items of reasonable value 
(hopefully not trash) to donate! Drop-off times for 
treasures for the sale are as follows:  

Saturday, September 8:  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturday, September 15:  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sunday, September 16:  Before/after worship

All donations should be brought to the room 
between the Fellowship Hall and the Choir Room, 
but ONLY during designated drop-off times. 

Set up will take place September 19 & 20 from 
3:00 PM - 6:00 PM

COUPONS AND FAMILY PHOTOS! 
Get your family photograph updated and help us update 
our New Church Directory. Stop in the office or check 
the table in the for coupons for $5 and $10 off your 
photography order (yes, you can use them both!) and 
20% off for Seniors age 60+, Military Service, and First 
Responders! Combine offers and save $$$$. 

Call the office to schedule your photo session today



SUNDAY, AUGUST 26 ... Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 Re-Member Sunday 
  - Rev. Kyle Carnes 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available,  
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Chime Choir. 

Flowers on the altar are in memory of John Rogulic’s passing four years ago,  
from his family. 

Radio Ministry is unsponsored at the time of this printing.
Coffee Hour is unsponsored as of the time of this printing.  

Nursery will be staffed by Bonnie Koelsch, Jennifer Porath, and Beth Badeau. 
Ushers scheduled will be George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 

Dornbrack, Randy Perry, Clint Golisch, David Golisch, and Virgil Baumgart.
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Carl & Kathy Hass, Beth Houle, Cliff Williams, 

Jean & Bob Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, AUGUST 27 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Fivel

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28  
 12:00 Staff Meeting 
 4:30 Worship & Music Meeting

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)

FRIDAY, AUGUST 31 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 2:00 Worship at Pine Crest
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

PLEASE REGISTER!

Please complete a Sunday School and Faith Formation Registration Form 
(found on page 4) for each child who will attend. We are asking everyone to 
return completed forms to us by September 9. You can mail or drop off your 
completed form, email it to Tina or Kelly in the office, or even drop it in the 
collection plate.

Fall Kickoff is Sunday, September 16


