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for everyone you 
meet is going through 
something you know 

nothing about.

MORE CONVICTION, LESS CERTAINTY

I don’t think very many of us are certain about much. When asked directly, I think many, if 
not most, of us would claim that we are certain about very few things. And yet, most of us 
can tell of an experience where it was impossible to have a conversation with someone about 
something that matters because of some need to be certain on our part or theirs.

Can you imagine what it would feel like to not have to be certain about anything? 

We often use certainty as the antidote to the uncertainty and anxiety in our lives. On Sunday, 
I mentioned that in physics, a thing called the uncertainty principle is foundational in the 
understanding of how atoms work, and, therefore, is built into almost everything we know. 
We have placed such a high cultural value on certainty that we pressure one another into it, 
and there is often shame to be found for wavering, changing one’s mind, or for not knowing. 
And the threat of shame can be found to keep us trying harder to find certainty, even if none 
exists. 

I wonder if is possible for us to accept the notion that “certainty” is not possible in this life. 
Perhaps we can begin to do the work of turning our need for complete answers and solutions, 
into the building up our convictions.

One of the problems with certainty is that it gives us permission to stop learning, exploring, 
discovering, and listening to things that are new or different. This is often a function of anxiety. 
When we are certain of something, we often spend our time finding ways to confirm that 
certainty, driven by something called “confirmation bias.” Certainty does not entertain new 
information that does not confirm what we already know.

Conviction, on the other hand, leaves space for the opposite. We can go into learning and 
listening and exploring being convicted of something and still learn something new. Where 
certainty requires that we shut down new information that sounds different than what we 
already believe, our convictions are actually (can be) strengthened by opposing view points. 

How do we release ourselves and others from the need to be certain, into the freedom and 
power of conviction? Is there a way for us, when we notice ourselves feeling the need for an 
answer, to allow space to move forward with an incomplete answer or solution? 

If we truly want to know the truth of something, we will find where it ceases to be true and 
believe in it anyways. That can only be an act of conviction, because certainty leaves no 
space for what is incomplete. Both are alive in all of us. Even though it’s counter-cultural, we 
can strengthen our certainties by turning them into convictions when we acknowledge that 
none of our certainties are actually certain.

We make life more difficult for ourselves and for others with the message that we need to 
have all the answers. Of course, this is an subconscious message. Few of us would admit 
to actually thinking we need all the answers, but our behaviors often tell a different story. 
Whether it’s in the form of arrogance, shame, or a lack of self esteem, there is pressure to get 
it right, and to get it right the first time, not the second, and there are no third chances. And 
yet, when we read the Bible, we see God be endlessly patient with God’s people. Not without 
anger and frustration, but ultimately, the story that we have received is one of God continuing 
to return to the people and promising again a future with hope. 

Hope is by nature a conviction, because it’s unseen. Where do we place our hope? What 
evidence is there that we believe in a future we cannot yet see? What is missing? How might 
we get there? And as always, how might we get there … together? Take time this week to 
notice the places in your life where hope shows up and provides movement in your life. Can 
you be convicted by hope’s promise of a future, or is it still a ways off yet?

On this adventure together,

Kyle

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/


August 14, 2018
Page 2THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ
903 East 2nd Street | Merrill, Wisconsin | 54452

715.536.7322 | church@ststephensucc.net
903 East 2nd Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452715.536.7322 ststephensucc.net

Rev. Kyle Carnes
Rev. Lucas Williams
Mary Pat Campbell

Tina L. Scott
Kelly Krembs

Jason Chandler
Jim Bjorklund

Darlene Johnson

Senior Minister
Associate Minister
Pastoral Associate
Business Manager
Administrative Assistant
Facilities Manager
Music Director
Organist

kyle@ststephensucc.net
lucas@ststephensucc.net
marypat@ststephensucc.net
tina@ststephensucc.net
kelly@ststephensucc.net
jason@ststephensucc.net
jim@ststephensucc.net
Call the church office

HAVE YOU SEEN GOD TODAY?

I have been exploring with you the question “Where is God in your life?” 
over the last weeks. I have talked about how letting our gifts speak in our 
life allows us to live into who God wants each of us to be and how letting 

them speak enables us to see where God is in our lives. Similarly, we have 
talked about how our breath/breathing and how thinking about what we are 
saying, doing, hearing, and feeling in worship can show us or remind us of 
where God is in our lives and can bring us closer to God. As you can see, 
most of our conversation has involved God’s presence within us.  This week I 
am shifting the focus away from ourselves to how we can see God all around 
us.  

When it comes to seeing God around us, a problem I think we have is that 
we don’t go through each day being mindful of where we might be seeing or 
where we have seen God. I know for me I am often so focused on how busy my day is or what the next task I have to do 
is that I don’t recognize where I have seen God some days. Our own frustration about the way things are going can cause 
us to question, and from that questioning, we may often find it hard to see where we have seen God in a particular day. 
No matter the circumstance, if we can find a way to slow things down or take notice that, despite our frustrations, God is 
with us, we can begin to see and remember where we have seen God.

We have been given countless stories in the Bible where people see God. Jacob sees God in his dream. Moses sees God 
in, of all things, a burning bush. Ruth sees God in her mother-in-law, Naomi. In the creation story, we are reminded that 
God has created everything and God sees each as good and beautiful. We are reminded in Matthew 18:20, “For where 
two or more are gathered, I am there among them.”

Beyond these stories, there are other places where we can see God. You can see God in worship and in aspects of worship, 
like communion. No matter how many of us gather together on a communion Sunday, there is always enough. This 
abundance is a clear sign to us of God at work. Furthermore, we gather at a table where everyone is welcome. You can 
see God when people from all backgrounds and lifestyles can come together and be one in God’s name.

Even outside of worship, we can truly see God everywhere, if we but open our eyes. When you see a butterfly, what do 
you think? I know I think about how beautiful and magnificent the butterfly is. What we don’t often think, myself included, 
is that we are looking at God. It seems our minds have been untrained that when we see something, we can be reminded 
of God. For example, when we pass by the homeless on the street, hardly noticing him/her, have we considered that we 
are hardly noticing or just walking by God? And that if we stopped, we could see God, too? Or when you share a meal with 
family or friends, are you aware that you are seeing God? When you stop to talk to someone in the grocery store, God is 
there. I think for us to start seeing God each and every day, we have to start re-training our minds that we can see God in 
every moment throughout every day.

God is in our gifts, in our breath and breathing, in our worship, and God is around us. Still, you may find yourself asking 
“Where is God in my life?” Try asking yourself:  “Where have I seen God today?” When you answer that question, you will 
be able to answer where God is in your life. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Continued on page 4

WOUNDED KNEE
Over the course of time, there have been over 500 
treaties with American Indian tribes, to give up their 
native land for various promises from the US government.  
Those treaties were mostly broken, changed, or nullified 
when it served the United States Government’s interests.  
These broken treaties led to discrimination against the 
indigenous people. 

One example of discrimination toward the indigenous 
people took place during the Indian Removal Act in 
1830. This Act, known as the Trail of Tears, was a huge 
removal of Natives from their homeland. Thousands 
of natives died, and many suffered from the shame of 
losing their homes and land. 

Another example of this discrimination was the Fort 
Laramie Treaty of 1851 being broken. The United States 
Government had made a promise to protect the Lakota 
Nation, but once gold was discovered, all of those 
promises were broken. Miners rushed in illegally and 
the U.S. government sent troops in to protect the miners 
from the Natives instead of the other way around as 
they had originally agreed. The United States, once 
again, failed to keep their end of yet another treaty. 

The Wounded Knee Massacre was the “final war” 
between the Natives and the United States. All of the 
broken treaties led up to the Natives being incapable 
of preserving their land. Wounded Knee signified the 
unreliability of the United States. The United States came 
out a bit richer because of these broken treaties, while 
the Native Americans’ way of life changed drastically 
and took a turn for the worse.

I mentioned previously that I was not concerned much 
with sharing facts like this, so why am I now? Well, 
because last year when we went to Wounded Knee, I 
learned about all of this, and while it left me with an 
understanding of what the Natives have been through 
and a willingness to want to serve them, I still struggled 
with the why’s of the whole deal. Why do they not just 
start living like the rest of the Americans? Why make 
such a big deal out of that land? Why do they not just 
come live the American dream? Why make such a big 
fuss about buffalo? There is plenty of meat at County 
Market. Why throw such a big fuss about some grassy 
land? Come to Merrill; we have plenty of parks. I think 
you get the idea. This year my questions were answered, 
and in a way that I would have never expected. 

Before I share my journal entry from that day, here is 
a part of what Vince Two Eagles Ihanktowan Dakota 
Oyate shared in his writing about life on the Rez:

“Traditional Native American Spirituality taught that all 
creatures and plants are related. Many Natives view the 
Earth as a mother or grandmother. They believe that it 
is important to stay in balance with their surroundings. 
The Natives sit on the ground with the feeling of being 
close to a mothering power.” Here is my journal entry:

July 1

“Anyone who knows anything about me knows that I 
have terrible allergies, a short and unique attention span, 
and an extreme sensitivity to most sounds. With that 
being said, by mid-morning today it seemed as if my 
day had taken a turn for the worse. We took a (very 
loud) bus ride to Wounded Knee. 

I was very much looking forward to this trip. I remember 
last year sitting back in a remote wooded area, smelling 
the sage that was burning, and listening to stories that 
tugged at my heartstrings. It gave me perspective and 
empathy in my days to come on the reservation. It 
added more meaning to the work that I was there to 
do. I looked forward to this experience and was hopeful 
that I would get just a bit more out of it this year, and my 

“whys” would be answered this time around. Needless 
to say, I had set expectations for how this day would go. 
Very big ones. That was a mistake.

The bus ride was long and loud, and the inside of 
my mind was mush by the time we got there. The 
pollen count was high, and by the time we reached 
the sanctuary at Wounded Knee, my eyes, ears, and 
head were throbbing. I will also make mention of the 
uncontrollable drip a gal’s nose produces on a day like 
today. Yuck! Regardless of all of this, we were there in 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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that broken but beautiful sacred place, and I just knew, or 
thought I knew, that the stories I would soon hear would 
take over inside of me and all of the other irritating stuff 
would fade away. I was certain that the words I would 
soon hear would move me into a better mindset. 

I was moved, but not in the way I expected to be. Stories 
and words had nothing to do with my movement. I 
heard very few words while we were there. Something 
about bare feet … but not much more.

As it turns out, we did not sit in the same area as last year. 
We sat very close to a road. The wind was strong and 
the sage was weak (big disappointment to my senses). 
Cars flew by, and people in the parking lot came and 
left. There was an unpleasant sound in the sky. Planes, 
I would assume. To say the least, my anxiety was high, 
and my attention span was low.

The power of prayer is a funny thing. I’m not one with 
my words when it comes to praying aloud. I feel as 
though my conversations with the Lord are mine and 
His. Private, personal, and most often tucked neatly in 
my beautiful mess of a mind where only He and I can 
reach them. Point being, I’ve gotten good at silently 
praying. In the midst of today’s mess, I decided to sit 
silently, while everyone else listened to the stories, and 
pray.

I sat with my hands flat on the soft ground. I let the wind 
blow through me. I felt the sunshine on my face and the 
tiny helpless ants crawling on my legs. I grounded myself, 
and in my head, I silently prayed. I expressed my fear 
and my anxiety and begged for the chaos to stop. This 
went on for some time, and then something happened. 
An ant bit my arm. I was, once again, distracted and had 
to stop praying, wipe the ants away, and reposition how 
I was sitting. 

In the process of all of this, something else happened. I 
realized that, in that moment, while the wind was still 
blowing and the warm sun was beaming off me, that my 
prayers had been answered long before I even offered 
them up. I was reminded, in that moment, that we have 
been given a beautiful gift. I would guess that the stories 
and words that I missed that day had an awful lot to do 
with the beautiful gift we have been given.  

I spent the rest of my time sitting there, not trying to 
listen to the words that I couldn’t focus on, but instead, 
listening to the wind blow, feeling the grass between my 
fingers, lifting my eyes to the sun, and watching the light 
bounce off of my sunglasses. Instead of smashing the 

ants on my legs, I enjoyed wiping them softly back onto 
their home in the soft dirt. I embraced the answer to my 
prayers. The land. What a beautiful gift of creation that 
our God has provided for us! I was able to let go of the 
chaos and embrace the peace and comfort of this land. I 
understood in that moment WHY the Native Americans 
feel such a deep connection to their land and WHY 
they believed it was worth fighting for. 

I didn’t get to hear the words about the sacredness of 
this land. Instead, I received the honor of feeling the 
sacredness deep inside of me. I left feeling refreshed, 
hopeful, and satisfied. Today, all of my WHYS were 
answered.”

If you remember, not that long ago, Pastor Carnes 
mentioned in The Interpreter that maybe instead of 
praying outwardly for God’s presence to come closer, 
we might try praying inwardly as if He is already there.  
After my experience at Wounded Knee, I think he may 
very well be onto something.

“Religion is for people who are afraid of Hell, and 
spirituality is for people who have already been there.”

-Running Hawk

Until next time,

 Melissa Butler

Continued from page 3

Bring: Your Aluminum Cans
Where: To St. Stephens 

Drop off by the office door or in back of the office
When: Anytime!

Why: St. Stephens will recycle cans for cash

RECYCLE WITH ST. STEPHENS

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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At 5 PM Monday

Homemade Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 
Hot Veggie, Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

September 30 
October 14, 28

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

August 26 
September 2, 9, 23 

October 7, 14, 21, 28

Coffee Hour 
August 19, 26 

September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
October 7, 14, 21, 28

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
No Fear

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear...” 
- 1 John 4:18a

After looping my dog’s leash around a post, I stepped 
into a shop for a cup of tea. The next thing I knew, 
Scout was flying down the street at a dead run, the post 
bouncing behind her. I couldn’t tell if she was chasing 
something or she herself was being chased, but she 
looked to be running scared.

In these chaotic days of executive orders and marches, 
policy changes and protests, immigration raids and 
rapid response networks, I see frenzied, almost non-
stop activity. I look around at people I love and 
respect—social justice veterans, enraged youth, terrified 
immigrants, despairing LGBTQ folks, wary Muslims, 
first-time activists—and sometimes wonder if we are all 
running scared.

What motivates our throes of civic action? What 
generates our columns of resistance? What galvanizes 
me to action?

Is it hatred of “the other side,” anxiety about what might 
happen, an all-too- legitimate fear that we or others we 
care about will be harmed? Is it a passion for justice, 
concern for the least and the lost, love for the God of 
the poor? Most days it seems to be a mighty mix of all 
of that.

Jesus was forever telling his followers not to be afraid, 
and yet there was—and there is—much to fear. What 
he really meant, I think, had less to do with feeling than 
action. “I understand that you are afraid,” he might 
have said, “but don’t live out of your fears. Instead, let 
love be your fuel.”

Prayer

Take away my fear, Rebel Jesus. May it be love that 
drives my holy resistance. Let it be love that keeps me 
going. Amen

By Vicki Kemper

PINE CREST
The August Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, August 9. Members scheduled to 
assist residents to the service are Deloris Bauman, Judy 
Alft, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams will 
lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the 
pianist.

MEDICAL MINISTRY 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Medical Equipment 
Ministry (MEM) is a free lending 
program that provides medical 
equipment to those who need 
to use the equipment we 
have available. Volunteers 
clean and sanitize returned 
or donated equipment. 

Additional volunteers are needed. If you are interested 
in volunteering a few hours one or two months per 
year, please join the MEM volunteers and staff of Saint 
Stephens for our 5th Annual MEM Potluck dinner and 
meeting on Thursday, August 23. Please call Jerry Geiss 
for more details at 715.536.9229.
The MEM works because of you! Thank you.

- Jerry & Cindy Geiss

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Join us for our very first ... 
Oktoberfest

Saturday September 29
4:00 - 11:00 PM

@
Normal Park in Merrill

Music – Bands to be 
announced soon

Food for Sale – Brats, 
Sauerkraut, Homemade 

German Potato Salad, Hot 
Dogs, Warm Soft Pretzels, 

Cream Puffs & other 
Homemade Desserts

Beverages for Sale – 
Sawmill Brewing Beer 
(Oktoberfest and other 
selections), Domestic 

beer, & Soda

Games & Face  
Painting for the Kids!

It’s Time for a New Church Directory!

This year Saint Stephens marks 135 years! 
It’s the perfect opportunity to create a new, more contemporary and easily 
updatable Church Directory.

We have again partnered with Lifetouch to do the photography for our new 
directory, and we want to encourage every one of you to get photographed 
for our directory! To facilitate that, we’ve scheduled dates in August and 
September (and we’ll schedule more if we fill all those slots!). You can bring 
your pets for your photos, invite extended family members for a big family 
portrait, include props or personal items to make your pictures unique, and 
really personalize your session for you and your family! 

Every family photographed will get a  
FREE 8x10” portrait print

and a copy of this year’s Church directory

There are no session fees!

Pick the Date and Time that works for you: 
September 5, 6, 7, & 8 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM weekdays; 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM Saturdays 

September 26, 27, 28, & 29 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM weekdays; 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM Saturdays
Get scheduled now! Sign up from the link on our website, www.ststephensucc.net 

-OR- 

Call the church office at 715.536.7322 & we’ll get you scheduled.

Plus! We’ll have coupons available. There is a 20% discount for seniors and military. And you can invite non-
member families to get their portraits done, too. You don’t have to be a member to get your pictures done!

tell your
story

Sam

Age 5

Did you want to be 
here today?

My mom made me 
turn off cartoons and 

put this sweater on

Do you love your mom? 
She’s the best mom because 

she makes good macaroni 
and cheese

a

SCRIP PARTICIPANTS:  NO PREPAID CARD OR CERTIFICATE NEEDED
Did You Know? ... Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products will send a 

percentage of your purchase of $100 or more (when you use cash or a check) to Saint Stephens. Miller 
Furniture and Courtside Furniture also participate in the Scrip program in this same manner. Just tell 

whichever store you are shopping at that you belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy 
to care for them during the service. (If you have not 
already done so, please complete an enrollment form 
for your child.)

NEW!!
IT’S KID CARE DURING WORSHIP
In addition to Nursery care during worship (available for 
little ones ages 0 - 2 in the Nursery on the third floor), 
several volunteers have come forward to offer care 
of young children ages 3 and up in the second floor 
classroom for a few Sundays this summer.

Care will be available during the 9:00 AM worship 
services on:  

 Sunday, August 19

If they kids want to get their wiggles and giggles out 
with other kids their age, feel free to bring them to 
the second floor classroom prior to the beginning of 
worship.

Sunday School, Faith Formation, and Confirmation 
classes are all on Summer Break. Enjoy your summer!

Fall Kickoff is Sunday, September 16

COUPONS AND FAMILY PHOTOS! 
Get your family photograph updated and help us update 
our New Church Directory. Stop in the office or check 
the table in the for coupons for $5 and $10 off your 
photography order (yes, you can use them both!) and 
20% off for Seniors age 60+, Military Service, and First 
Responders! Combine offers and save $$$$. 

Call the office to schedule your photo session today

5th Annual Medical Equipment Ministry (MEM)
Potluck

We would like to invite the members of the Medical 
Equipment Ministry and Saint Stephens Staff to a 

Potluck Dinner:

Thursday, August 23, 2018
Refreshments at 4:30 PM

Dinner at 5:30 PM

At the Home of Jerry & Cindy Geiss
W5443 Zastrow Lane, Merrill

(Turn by the old Army jet at the Merrill Airport)
Please RSVP by Friday, August 17 to  

magjlg@frontier.com or 715.536.9229 or 
 Jerry’s cell phone 715.218.1390

FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Merrill Community Food Pantry is looking for 
additional Volunteers. If you are interested, call the 
pantry at 715-536-4505. Please leave a message so 
someone can call you back in case you call after pantry 
hours.

USHERS MEETING
We will have an Ushers Meeting August 21 at 6:00 PM. 
If you are already or want to be an usher, please come!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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JOIN US!!! 
2nd ANNUAL 

EMPTY BOWLS 
PAY IT 4-WARD PASTA DINNER 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2018  

4:30 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M. 
LES & JIM’S LINCOLN LANES 

1208 N. Center Ave 
Merrill, WI  54452 

 Join the Optimist Club of Merrill for a meal to help    
fight hunger in our community. 

Fill the bowls of hungry children in our community.  For a minimum donation of $10, get a                 
one-of-a-kind handcrafted bowl made by people in our community and a pasta dinner.  100% of the 

proceeds go to the Food for Kids program through St. Stephens Church.   

Dinner includes spaghetti, meatballs, garlic bread and a beverage.  
Sundae bar and baked goods will also be available for purchase.  

(Bowls available while supplies last.) 

 

 

  

  

  

  

JOIN US 

  

AT CULVER ’ S  

  

ON  S EPTEMBER  13 

  

TO SUPPORT  THE  

  

2 
nd 

  ANNUAL 

  

EMPTY BOWLS 

  

FUN DRAISER FOR  

FOOD FOR KIDS.  

  

  10 %  OF THE DAYS SALES W ILL BE DONATED. 
  

  ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT FOOD FOR KIDS THROUGH ST.  

STEPHEN ’ S CHURCH 
  

Sponsored by Merrill  
Noon  Optimist s   

Join the Merrill Noon Optimists at
CULVERS

September 13
to support the 2nd Annual Empty 

Bowls Fundraiser for Food For Kids

10% of the day’s sales will be 
donated. All proceeds benefit Food 

For Kids

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

Mark your Calendars for
this year’s

Annual Meeting
October 14

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
We are in need of sponsors to provide flowers on 
the altar for our Sunday worship services. Our flower 
calendar has lots of openings. Please call or sign up in 
the office to sponsor flowers. 

THIS SUNDAY, AUGUST 19 -  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the 
third floor nursery); Kid Care (2nd floor classroom, ages 3+)

Coffee Hour following worship - Please join us! 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Worship
FALL KICKOFF & CELEBRATION OF 135 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT STEPHENS - September 16 

OKTOBERFEST - September 29 
ANNUAL MEETING - October 14

UPCOMING EVENTS

Can you sponsor a Coffee Hour? Sign up on the 
kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Coffee Hour will continue 

during the summer months and all year long.

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you 
NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial
 $20.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Mark & Sally Woller
 $20.00 in memory of Christian Merkel from Dick & Darlene Bettin

New Roof
 $10.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Jill Mosser

Organ Fund
 $80.00 in memory of Gordon Dotter for his 95th birthday on August 22 from Deanna Dotter, Jim & Jayne 
  Dotter, Tom Dotter & Corene Obermeyer, and Barb & Jim Harding

Capital Campaign
 $20.00 in memory of Leona Schmidt from Kristine Smith

Radio
 $45.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Kenyon Golisch
 $190.00 in memory of Gordon Dotter for what would have been his 95th birthday on August 22 from his  
  wife, Gerry Dotter

SPECIAL GIFTS

CONDOLENCES
We extend the condolences of the Christian faith to 
those who passed away during the month of June 2018:

Carol A. Krause, died July 16, 2018

Audrey J. Heuser, died July 22, 2018

Dorothy G. Radke, died July 28, 2018

Christian Merkel, died July 29, 2018

MARSHFIELD MEDICAL CENTER
Marshfield Medical Center (formerly St. Joseph’s 
Hospital) is working with a new computer program/
system and is currently unable to tell us when our 
church members are hospitalized. (Previously, we could 
call and give them our church code and they could 
tell us who had designated St. Stephens as their church 
when they were registered. That way we knew when 
parishioners were hospitalized there. Good Samaritan, 
St. Clare’s, and Aspirus Wausau Hospitals all do this for 
us, and St. Joseph’s used to, as well.)

What does this mean? It means that it is more important 
than ever to let us know when someone is hospitalized 
so that we can provide pastoral care to members of 
our congregation. In particular, if they are hospitalized 
at Marshfield Medical Center (formerly St. Joseph’s) in 
Marshfield. ... But even if they are hospitalized at another 
hospital, go ahead and call the office at 715.536.7322 
or, especially on weekends or after office hours, call  
the Pastoral Care Needs line at 715.575.3191.

Back to School Shopping?
Don’t forget to use Scrip!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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UPDATED FUND BALANCES
As of the end of July, we have the following funds 
allocated toward a new roof for the sanctuary and a 
new updated organ. Thank you for your generosity!
 New Roof Fund: $15,600.00
 Organ Fund  $20,698.00

OKTOBERFEST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
In recent weeks, we passed around clipboards at the 
beginning of worship looking for volunteers to help 
make our first Oktoberfest a success. We still need more 
volunteers! Please check the sign-up board and sign 
up to help in some way. We want to make this event 
awesome! 

During the week, the sign-up board will be in the church 
office, and before and after worship the sign-up board 
will be located in the back of church. 

ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT AT MOON BEACH:  
NOVEMBER 9-11
Ladies, mark your calendar for our Annual Women’s 
Retreat at Moon Beach! The retreat is open to all 
the UCC churches in the Northwest Association and 
is jointly hosted by Saint Stephens United Church of 
Christ and First Congregational UCC of Wisconsin 
Rapids and will take place November 9-11, 2018. Walk 
in the woods, yoga, self-care, vespers, creative projects, 
and relax in the company of other women ... More 
information to come! 

WE’RE HAVING A TREASURE SALE!
Saint Stephens will be hosting a Treasure Sale on 
September 21 and 22 to benefit Food For Kids! Mark 
your calendars now, and start putting all the treasures 
you want to leave your house into a pile to donate 
for this awesome fundraiser. We’ll also be looking for 
volunteers to help set up and run the sale. If you can 
help with organizing and set-up on September 19 and 
20, call Chris Stamm at 715.218.0632 or email him at:  
st3chri1224@hotmail.com.

PINE CREST
We will also have a worship service at Pine Crest at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, August 30. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda 
Hass, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will 
lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the 
pianist.

SAINT STEPHENS TREASURE SALE
to benefit 

Food For Kids
Friday, September 21 
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM &

Saturday, September 22
  8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Please stockpile your items of reasonable value 
(hopefully not trash) to donate! Drop-off times for 
treasures for the sale are as follows:  

Saturday, September 8:  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturday, September 15:  10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sunday, September 16:  Before/after worship

All donations should be brought to the room 
between the Fellowship Hall and the Choir Room, 
but ONLY during designated drop-off times. 

Set up will take place September 19 & 20 from 
3:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, August 16:  4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Menu:  Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwiches
Cheesy Potatoes, Baked Beans

Desserts, Milk, Coffee & Lemonade

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 19 ... Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
  - Rev. Kyle Carnes 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available,  
Kid Care (2nd floor classroom, ages 3+) Available

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Dan Pick. 
Flowers on the altar are in memory of Carlos Berndt on the first anniversary of his 
death from Dorothy & Family. Piano flowers are in memory of Tyler Holbach on 

his 21st birthday, August 19, from Matt & Tammy Duwe. 
Radio Ministry is in memory of Gordon Dotter for what would have been his 95th 

birthday on August 22 from his wife, Gerry Dotter.
Coffee Hour is unsponsored as of the time of this printing.  

Nursery will be staffed by Lottie Ziemke, Beth Houle, and Sally Woller. 
Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 

Nancy Seidel, Charles Reinhardt, Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz.
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly Wallace, Chris & 

Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

MONDAY, AUGUST 20 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Fivel

TUESDAY, AUGUST 21  
 12:00 Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)

FRIDAY, AUGUST 24 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

IN CASE YOU DIDN’T SEE IT LAST WEEK ...
The Fill the Gazebo event this year collected 8,522 
pounds of food and, of this, 245 pounds were donated 
to Food For Kids. Monetary donations totaled $4,592 
with $1,030 of this being designated to Food For Kids.
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