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for everyone you 
meet is going through 
something you know 

nothing about.

HOW ABOUT SOMETHING OTHER THAN GROWTH?

I have been employed by a church now for the last 14 years of my life. Different churches, 
in different cities and states, but continuously working for a church for this period. And most 
of the conversations that I have had around church during these 14 years have been about 

“church growth.” And there’s plenty of logic to support this. The mainline protestant church 
has had declining membership and attendance across the country statistically since 1965. 
(Yes, baby boomers, the trend started with you, you trendsetters, you.) So, I actually entered 
the conversation relatively late, but you know, I wasn’t even born for all of those years.

If I’m honest though, I’ve personally really loved the conversations and brainstorming and 
study and energy around the ideas and effort of growing The Church. Not all of my colleagues 
over the years have felt the same, but for whatever reason, I’ve always been really energized 
by these conversations. And I’m beginning to change my tune …

One of the problems with the conversations around “church growth” is that many of the 
conversations are still in some ways defined by the idea that church is better when its bigger 
(how American of us? Isn’t everything?). And more specifically, many of the church growth 
conversations have either implicitly or explicitly assumed that the days in the 50’s and 60’s 
when the pews were full and the Sunday school was bursting is somehow “the goal.” Which 
actually is counter-evolutionary in that it makes our goal the past (which is impossible) rather 
than the future.

I assume that season of The Church’s life had a certain sense of fullness to it. Which I will 
admit to longing for each year after I come down from the high of a full sanctuary after 
Christmas Eve and Easter. It’s awesome. And yet, the high that sustains me throughout the 
year has nothing to do with the occasional “full-pew Sunday.” I love those, and they have their 
own energy, so you know, come to church as often as you can and want to. 

However, what sustains me in my work in and for and with the church are the moments when 
I see small groups of people do wondrous things. When I have conversations, particularly 
when they are prompted by parishioners, about theology and life and church, and see the 
spark of the Holy Spirit at work in their eyes and in their tones of voice. What I really long for 
is not a full sanctuary every Sunday, but to have more individuals experience that spark of the 
Holy Spirit that doesn’t allow things to go back to the way they were before.

Even though it’s rarely said out loud, the assumption about those “good old days” in The 
Church’s life is that they were better not only cause it was bigger, but also more faithful. I 
have honestly never seen any evidence of this. This assumption shows up in little ways in so 
many conversations. I’m not saying the church of the past was less faithful than today, but the 
assumption that today’s church is less faithful because it’s smaller is simply false.

Almost no one comes to church anymore out of obligation. Some do and there’s nothing 
wrong with that. Almost no one comes to church anymore because “well, that’s what 
everyone does on Sundays” and we all know that isn’t true anymore. Today, even when a 
sense of obligation is at work, people come to church because they want to and thanks be to 
God for that. The potential for a more faithful church may be more ripe with possibility today 
than in a long time.

What many, but not all, conversations about church growth lack in my experience is a sense 
of “church potency.” In other words, how are we doing church in a way that influences, 
persuades, and makes its mark in people’s lives and changes what it means to be alive and do 
life together? This may or may not lead to church growth. What studies show though (and this 
has always been true for human beings) is that we support and engage and give to the things 
that are meaningful to us. Humans are meaning-making creatures. The church of the future 
will be a place of meaning-making. The question is always, who will be courageous enough 
to keep telling the story of God’s love in ways that bring life and transformation?
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LETTING YOUR GIFTS SPEAK IN YOUR LIFE
I ended last week’s article by stating Deuteronomy 6:5: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with your entire mind.” My focus was on loving God with our entire mind, meaning that we think about 
where God is in our lives, including worship. This week, I’m shifting our focus to loving God with our soul, through our 
embodiment of (a) specific quality(s). 

This past Sunday our scripture from Ephesians served as a reminder that God has given all of us common gifts, such as  
humility, gentleness, patience, love, and grace, and yet God has also given us gifts that are unique to who we are. With 
these gifts, we are called to preserve the unity of the Spirit and to serve and build each other up. Our particular gifts also 
shape and lead us toward particular vocation(s). I believe that these gifts can also help us become more aware of where 
God is in our lives. Specifically, when we act, utilize, or embody one of our gifts, are we aware of God’s presence in and 
through that? For example, when we love someone, are we aware that this is a quality of and from God? And that through 
that love we are making God’s presence in our lives known?

I’ll admit I am not nearly as mindful of this as I should or would like to be. My ability to love comes from God, but I do 
not always think of God’s connection through my gifts and my doing or display of those gifts. For us to not be conscious of 
God in each of our gifts is to not fully embody them. So, do we really love God with our soul if we are not fully embodying 
them? Are we truly coming closer to God, one another, and creation if we aren’t letting the gifts we have received from 
God speak into our life and remind us of God?

Parker Palmer uses the phrase “Let your life speak.” It is a saying/phrase from the Quaker tradition that means to let your 
values guide everything you do. The gifts we have received from God are not just gifts; they are also values. The Ephesians 
text from Sunday asks us to conduct ourselves with humility, gentleness, patience, and love. By living into our gifts, we are 
living into who God wants each of us to be.

Still, there has to be something more than the outward and visible, like expressing or living out, representation of our 
gifts. Parker Palmer says it has to come from listening from within, and I would have to agree with him. Like I said, I 
am conscious that we, including myself, listen for guidance from what’s around us, not from what’s within. Perhaps it’s 
because we are always on the go or that when our body tries to alert us, we ignore it, but I feel as though we don’t take 
time to listen to our own being.

It has been my experience that when things become silent, we worry, get anxious, or feel as if something is wrong. What 
if, when things are silent, we listen to what our soul, our own being, is saying to us? Sure, there may be worry or anxiety, 
but I mean actually listening from within. It is my practice that before I preach, I ask everyone to join in a moment of silent 
reflection and/or prayer. In these brief couple minutes, I am listening from within myself, which helps me center myself 
and lets my gifts guide what I am about to do. So, I believe that if we can all begin to listen from within ourselves and let 
our gifts guide what we do, we will begin to embody our gifts more fully. And as a result we will begin to see where God 
is in our lives.

By conducting ourselves with the gifts we have been given and by listening from within, we will let our life speak. And by 
letting our gifts speak in our life, we can embody them more fully and love God with our soul. Then we are truly coming 
closer to God, one another, and creation and becoming more aware God’s presence in our lives.
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Join us for our very first ... 
Oktoberfest

Saturday September 29
4:00 - 11:00 PM

@
Normal Park in Merrill

Music – Bands to be 
announced soon

Food for Sale – Brats, 
Sauerkraut, Homemade 

German Potato Salad, Hot 
Dogs, Warm Soft Pretzels, 

Cream Puffs & other 
Homemade Desserts

Beverages for Sale – 
Sawmill Brewing Beer 
(Oktoberfest and other 
selections), Domestic 

beer, & Soda

Games & Face  
Painting for the Kids!

The source of the church’s power has always been the gospel that calls upon God’s kingdom to be made known and to be 
built in this life and the willingness of the people to follow God’s Spirit. Nothing else. And nothing else will do. And not much 
else really matters. Come, Holy Spirit, come.

Blessings,

(Continued from page 1)

Kyle

It’s Time for a New Church Directory!

This year Saint Stephens marks 135 years! 
It’s the perfect opportunity to create a new, more contemporary and easily 
updatable Church Directory.

We have again partnered with Lifetouch to do the photography for our new 
directory, and we want to encourage every one of you to get photographed 
for our directory! To facilitate that, we’ve scheduled dates in August and 
September (and we’ll schedule more if we fill all those slots!). You can bring 
your pets for your photos, invite extended family members for a big family 
portrait, include props or personal items to make your pictures unique, and 
really personalize your session for you and your family! 

Every family photographed will get a  
FREE 8x10” portrait print

and a copy of this year’s Church directory

There are no session fees!

Dates:  August 13 & 14 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
September 5, 6, 7, & 8 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM weekdays; 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM Saturdays 

September 26, 27, 28, & 29 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM weekdays; 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM Saturdays
Get scheduled now! Sign up from the link on our website, www.ststephensucc.net 

-OR- 

Call the church office at 715.536.7322 & we’ll get you scheduled.

Plus! We’ll have coupons available. There is a 20% discount for seniors and military. And you can invite non-
member families to get their portraits done, too. You don’t have to be a member to get your pictures done!

tell your
story

Sam

Age 5

Did you want to be 
here today?

My mom made me 
turn off cartoons and 

put this sweater on

Do you love your mom? 
She’s the best mom because 

she makes good macaroni 
and cheese

a
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy 
to care for them during the service. (If you have not 
already done so, please complete an enrollment form 
for your child.)

NEW!!
IT’S KID CARE DURING WORSHIP
In addition to Nursery care during worship (available for 
little ones ages 0 - 2 in the Nursery on the third floor), 
several volunteers have come forward to offer care 
of young children ages 3 and up in the second floor 
classroom for a few Sundays this summer.

Care will be available during the 9:00 AM worship 
services on:  

 Sunday, August 12
 Sunday, August 19

If they kids want to get their wiggles and giggles out 
with other kids their age, feel free to bring them to 
the second floor classroom prior to the beginning of 
worship.

Sunday School, Faith Formation, and Confirmation 
classes are all on Summer Break. Enjoy your summer!

Fall Kickoff is Sunday, September 16

COUPONS AND FAMILY PHOTOS! 
Get your family photograph updated and help us 
update our New Church Directory. Stop in the office for 
coupons for $5 and $10 off your photography order (yes, 
you can use them both!) and 20% off for Seniors age 
60+, Military Service, and First Responders! Combine 
offers and save $$$$. 

Call the office to schedule your photo session today

5th Annual Medical Equipment Ministry (MEM)
Potluck

We would like to invite the members of the Medical 
Equipment Ministry and Saint Stephens Staff to a 

Potluck Dinner:

Thursday, August 23, 2018
Refreshments at 4:30 PM

Dinner at 5:30 PM

At the Home of Jerry & Cindy Geiss
W5443 Zastrow Lane, Merrill

(Turn by the old Army jet at the Merrill Airport)
Please RSVP by Friday, August 17 to  

magjlg@frontier.com or 715.536.9229 or 
 Jerry’s cell phone 715.218.1390

FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Merrill Community Food Pantry is looking for 
additional Volunteers. If you are interested, call the 
pantry at 715-536-4505. Please leave a message so 
someone can call you back in case you call after pantry 
hours.

USHERS MEETING
We will have an Ushers Meeting August 21 at 6:00 PM. 
If you are already or want to be an usher, please come!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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At 5 PM Monday

Chicken Fritters, Cheesy Hashbrowns 
Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
September 23, 30 
October 14, 28

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

August 26 
September 2, 9, 23 

October 7, 14, 21, 28

Coffee Hour 
August 19, 26 

September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
October 7, 14, 21, 28

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Filled with Fury

“The scribes and the Pharisees watched him to see 
whether he would cure on the sabbath, so that they 
might find an accusation against him. Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm 
on the sabbath, to save life or destroy it?’ After looking 
around at all of them, Jesus said to the man, ‘Stretch out 
your hand.’ He did so, and his hand was restored. But 
they were filled with fury.” - Luke 6:7, 9-11a

I’m a rule follower. Give me a rule, and I will follow it. 
Don’t give me a rule, I’ll make one up and insist upon 
it. Break a rule in front of me and my blood pressure 
spikes.

Like a Pharisee.

I’ve always felt so (self) righteous about my rule-
following. Until I started to see the videos pop up on 
social media:

White people taking it upon themselves to police public 
parks, neighborhood pools, coffee shops. White people 
screaming at black and brown people about the rules.

Many of which they had made up. Many of which were 
not being broken. All of which were a thin pretext for 
the blatant racism of the “rule followers.”

Jesus holds out a different standard of righteousness. 
More important than rules, he says, are goodness, and 
healing, and life.

A family barbecue. An afternoon swim. Chalking the 
sidewalk with your kids. What could be more important?

Jesus heals a man. Restores him. It’s a miracle! But the 
Pharisees can’t celebrate. They have come to love their 
rules more than God’s Rule of Love.

And I know how they feel.

Prayer

I repent of the times I have chosen lawful harm over 
rule-breaking love. Amen.

By Vince Amlin

PINE CREST
The August Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, August 9. Members scheduled to 
assist residents to the service are Deloris Bauman, Judy 
Alft, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Lucas Williams will 
lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the 
pianist.

MEDICAL MINISTRY 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Medical Equipment 
Ministry (MEM) is a free lending 
program that provides medical 
equipment to those who need 
to use the equipment we 
have available. Volunteers 
clean and sanitize returned 
or donated equipment. 

Additional volunteers are needed. If you are interested 
in volunteering a few hours one or two months per 
year, please join the MEM volunteers and staff of Saint 
Stephens for our 5th Annual MEM Potluck dinner and 
meeting on Thursday, August 23. Please call Jerry Geiss 
for more details at 715.536.9229.
The MEM works because of you! Thank you.

- Jerry & Cindy Geiss
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial
 $20.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Harriet Henrich
 $15.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Dave & Sandy Sherfinski
 $20.00 in memory of Rudy Burgener from Gary Sholund, Sr.
 $20.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Dan & Patsy Pick
 $25.00 in honor of Kynlee Kathryn Badeau’s baptism from Warren, Pam, Ciara Steffenhagen, Broc Thums, 
  and Kodie Kocher
 $10.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Anna Krueger
 $10.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Lorene Hass
 $10.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Phyllis Reinhardt
 $30.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Ed & Helen Meydam
 $10.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Jim & Nancy Monti
 $100.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Leann Buttke
 $25.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Melita & Roland Hall
 $25.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Cheryl Kanitz & Scott Kasten
 $100.00 in memory of my sister, Audrey Heuser, from Marvin & Virginia McElhaney
 $10.00 in memory of Gene Essert from Bob & Cherie Kultgen

New Roof
 $20.00 in memory of Rudy Burgener from Gay & Sally Oberg
 $20.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Norm & Alice Ziemke
 $10.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Shirley Ziemke
 $10.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Phyllis Frederick
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Rev. Dale & Jackie Kuck
 $5.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Irma Stine
 $25.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Bill & Joanne Wengeler
 $20.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Jeff & Sue Kraft
 $10.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Dave & Emily Schwartzman
 $10.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Dennis & Sharon Woller

Organ Fund
 $20.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Mike, Mary & Jacob Walsh
 $20.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Mike, Mary & Jacob Walsch
 $50.00 in memory of my sister, Audrey Heuser, from Eunice Schubert
 $25.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Lois Latzig
 $25.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Rev. Dale & Jackie Kuck
 $100.00 in memory of my wife, Barbara Hopp, from Harold Hopp
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Lois Latzig
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from David & Carol Donner
 $100.00 in memory of Bill Storm for his 78th birthday on August 3 from Charmaine
 $25.00 in memory of Dorothy Radke from Bill & Joanne Wengeler
 $20.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Terry Krueger
 $50.00 in memory of my godmother, Dorothy Radke, from Glynis & Mike Schroeder

Food For Kids
 $25.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Ewald & Marilyn Katke

SPECIAL GIFTS

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Capital Campaign
 $10.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Jerry & Elmira Krause
 $20.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Kristine Smith
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Radke from Kristine Smith

Capital Improvement
 $20.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Gay & Sally Oberg
 $20.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from John & Gloria Schenzel
 $20.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Gerald Oestreich

New Wiring
 $50.00 in memory of Tyler Holbach on his 21st birthday, August 19, from Gerald & Carol Duwe

Anniversary
 $58.00 in honor of our wedding anniversary from Bill & Judy Grefe

Radio
 $45.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Kevin & Jodi Golisch
 $200.00 in memory of Jerry Henrich from Harriet Henrich
 $45.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Clint & Melanie Golisch
 $20.00 in memory of Audrey Heuser from Chris Gano & Debra Stadler-Gapko

SPECIAL GIFTS Continued

OKTOBERFEST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
In recent weeks, we passed around clipboards at the 
beginning of worship looking for volunteers to help 
make our first Oktoberfest a success. We still need more 
volunteers! Please check the sign-up board and sign 
up to help in some way. We want to make this event 
awesome! 

During the week, the sign-up board will be in the church 
office, and before and after worship the sign-up board 
will be located in the back of church. 

ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT AT MOON BEACH:  
NOVEMBER 9-11
Ladies, mark your calendar for our Annual Women’s 
Retreat at Moon Beach! The retreat is open to all 
the UCC churches in the Northwest Association and 
is jointly hosted by Saint Stephens United Church of 
Christ and First Congregational UCC of Wisconsin 
Rapids and will take place November 9-11, 2018. Walk 
in the woods, yoga, self-care, vespers, creative projects, 
and relax in the company of other women ... More 
information to come! 

WE’RE HAVING A TREASURE SALE!
Saint Stephens will be hosting a Treasure Sale on 
September 21 and 22 to benefit Food For Kids! Mark 
your calendars now, and start putting all the treasures 
you want to leave your house into a pile to donate 
for this awesome fundraiser. We’ll also be looking for 
volunteers to help set up and run the sale. Watch The 
Interpreter for more news to come!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 12 ... Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 
  - Rev. Kyle Carnes 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available, Kid Care (2nd  
floor classroom, ages 3+) Available

 
Musician is Abe Akey. 

Flowers on the altar are in memory of our parents, Lorraine & Robert Kraft,  
who would have celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary in June 2018,  

from The Kraft Family. 
Radio Ministry is in memory of my husband, Jerry Henrich, from Harriet Henrich.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by this weekend’s Hospitality Corps Greeters. 
Nursery will be staffed by Jodi Golisch, Melanie Golisch, and Families. 

Ushers scheduled will be Lloyd Buck, David Buck, Matt Buck, Kelly & Phil 
Natzke, Pam & Jeff Hetfeld, and Tim Seidler.

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Randy Perry, Mary Maluegge, Marge Johnson, 
Bonnie Koelsch, Lottie Ziemke, Jerry & Shelly Burnett, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 

Dornbrack, and George Dintelman.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

MONDAY, AUGUST 13 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 2:00 Lifetouch Portrait Sessions 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:15 Executive Committee 
 6:00 Church Council

TUESDAY, AUGUST 14  
 12:00 Staff Meeting 
 2:00 Lifetouch Portrait Sessions

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor) 
 6:00 Worship

THURSDAY, AUGUST 16 
 9:30 Senior Exercise (3rd Floor)

FRIDAY, AUGUST 17 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

THANK YOU 
Thanks to all who donated to Fill the Gazebo! This 
year’s event collected 8,522 pounds of food and, 
of this, 245 pounds were donated to Food For Kids. 
Monetary donations totaled $4,592 with $1,030 of 
this being designated to Food For Kids.
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