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July 24, 2018VACATION REQUEST 
DENIED Continued ...

On Sunday, I brought back 
the topic of the sacred 
practice of Sabbath. After we 
as a congregation dove into 
Sabbath deeply a couple of 
Lents ago, I know that I am 
still compelled by it and rarely 
actually live into it.

We most often think of Sabbath as another one of those Ten Commandments, but I 
would argue it is one of, if not the most forgotten of them all. We live in a society that 
is built on resting as little as possible. And there are a lot of reasons for this and there 
are a lot of reinforcing stories we tell to make sure that we and others do not slow 
down. Because if we slowed down, we might actually see more around us. We might 
actually see the flaws in the systems to a degree where we couldn’t not do something 
about them. We might have to actually work through our griefs and pain, rather than 
just think about them. And these things might lead to change, and the system is built 
to maintain itself, and to reject all things that could result in change.

As I mentioned on Sunday, the practice of Sabbath has to do with the G(g)od(s) 
we serve, worship, honor, and obey. We have a system that is built on self-worth 
being determined (mostly) by how much you can produce, how fast, and how much 
money you can earn while doing it. Our three highest values as Americans are wealth, 
productivity, and efficiency. (Although our documents claim they are “life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness.”) And when this is the case, the life path that seems 
like the right way to be accepted in our society is to not rest, to not sleep, and to not 
take vacations. And the inability to stop, rest, and break away from all of the cultural 
forces that perpetuate wealth, productivity, and efficiency as the highest values, only 
serves to keep them in place. 

There is a direct connection between the first and the fourth commandments. The 
ability or willingness to remember the Sabbath and to keep it holy is a direct admission 
of the God or gods that we serve. The God we claim to worship, serve, and follow in 
church on Sunday is the God of Creation and the God of Love, and that God is also 
a God of rest. The God of the Sabbath. But how often is that the God we allow to 
determine the rules we live by?

Most often it seems we live by the gods who claim that we must endlessly strive to 
prove ourselves in order to be loved. The gods of grace that must be earned (and 
grace is not grace if it must be earned). The gods of never enough. We aren’t good 
enough, and there is never a moment in which we can say “enough” when it comes 
to hours worked and products made and dollars earned. We have perpetuated a 
system of idols that demand relentlessness in a way that goes against what we need 
as humans to flourish and be happy. 

One of the words from the “wisdom of the elders” in South Dakota had this to say:  “If 
you aren’t happy with what you have, what makes you think you will be happy with 
more?” What makes us think that are all of the stories around us telling us exactly that. 

Continued on page 2
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“We aren’t happy because we don’t have enough and we aren’t enough, yet. So, try harder. Don’t stop.” And all 
of these are lies.

I don’t think that a regular and sacred practice of Sabbath will cure everything that ails us. However, I’m not so sure 
that we can make much progress until we are willing to stop. Any and all of us. No matter what kind of political, 
religious, social, or economic viewpoint we happen to hold as our own, most of us ascribe in some way to the 
idolatrous story of “never enough.” How are we supposed to see the suffering of others if we don’t slow down 
long enough to see them? How are we supposed to have conversations with one another, if we don’t slow down 
long enough to sit down? How are we supposed to change the historical racism and discrimination that built this 
country that continue today, if we do not slow down to see others and to see ourselves? How are we supposed to 
honor the land, this Earth, that also requires rest, if we do not slow down to see it and take the time to experience 
beauty?

I don’t know why we’re in such a hurry. I think it’s because we’re in search of something we think we lost, or forgot, 
or never had. Here’s what I know:  the God of Jesus, the God of love, never asks us to endlessly prove ourselves. 
If you are on what seems like an endless race to nowhere, just know that it’s not the God of Love that asks that 
of you. Love is already near, and it’s for you. And if you don’t think that, don’t worry, it’s not weak to admit you 
need love and acceptance.

Blessings,
Kyle

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL 
UPDATE
Saint Stephens/St. Peters team 
competed in the division 1 
tournament this past Saturday 
and played two games. We  
won both, and then played the 
championship game on Sunday. 
The score of the championship 
game was 20-10, so we won 
the tournament. 

This Sunday is our final game 
of the season. Currently we are 

tied for second in the division. Our final game will be 
played at the Faith Lutheran ball field at 2:30 PM. Come 
on out! And thanks to all for supporting our team and 
players for a great season.

P.S. Don’t forget to support the concessions stand!
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING RESULTS
In the July 15 Special Congregational Meeting, Council’s recommendation was presented to the congregation as a 
Congregational Resolution to Commence a Capital Campaign; to invest funds from invested unspecified bequests, 
and the New Roof Fund and Organ Fund as they have been designated, to hire Kulps of Stratford to replace the 
Sanctuary Roof and Parsonage/Garage Roof and to order the New Organ. The Congregational Resolution passed 
with 104 yes votes and 33 no votes. The comments on the ballots are also being reviewed by Council to be 
considered as we move forward.

In light of the Resolution passing, Craig Loscalzo of Generis went right to work Sunday afternoon to get things 
moving on the Capital Campaign. 

Council has already been in touch with Kulps of Stratford and we hope that by next week they will have identified 
a start date for replacing the Sanctuary roof. We’ve done a lot of work in preparation for this time and now we can 
begin some of the actual work. We’re going to get a new Sanctuary roof! And all of the funds already donated for 
the New Roof fund will go directly to that project.

The funds designated for a New Organ will soon be put to good use when we get the organ ordered. We will let 
you know when that happens.

We are committed to keeping everyone informed each exciting step of the way. As always, please, please, please 
communicate any questions, concerns, and comments to the Council and/or the pastors as we move forward 
during this exciting time in the life of Saint Stephens.

SPECIAL MUSIC NEEDED
We are still looking for musical talent to fill the following 
openings on our music calendar for summer worship:
 August 5
 August 19
We’d love you to bless us with your musical gifts. Please 
contact Jim Bjorklund, our Music Director, to sign up. 
Email Jim at james@ststephensucc.net or call the church 
office 715.536.7322 to leave a message for him and he 
will call you back to schedule/confirm.

Join us for our very first ... 
Oktoberfest

Saturday September 29
4:00 - 11:00 PM

@
Normal Park in Merrill

Music – Bands to be 
announced soon

Food for Sale – Brats, 
Sauerkraut, Homemade 

German Potato Salad, Hot 
Dogs, Warm Soft Pretzels, 

Cream Puffs & other 
Homemade Desserts

Beverages for Sale – 
Sawmill Brewing Beer 
(Oktoberfest and other 
selections), Domestic 

beer, & Soda

Games & Face  
Painting for the Kids!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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REFLECTIONS ON RE-MEMBER
This year was my second year going to South Dakota 
with the church, and I can say with certainty that I was 
just as, if not more, moved than I was last year. I did 
some writing each day this year, and that is what I plan 
to share with you between now and the end of August.  
I feel like giving you the facts, dates, broken treaties, and 
statistics each year is great, but I do not believe that 
does what is happening there enough justice. I’d like 
to share with you what I felt this time around with the 
hope that you might feel something, as well.

I was very excited to go on the trip this year and prior 
to leaving shared my excitement with some family, co-
workers, and friends. Like the year before, I was faced 
with many questions about why we continue to do this 
and many comments such as:  “I won’t help people that 
won’t even try to help themselves.” This is something 
that has been weighing on me this year, and I’d like to 
share my response to that with all of you.

Imagine for a moment that the 5-year-old girl living next 
door to you has a mother that is never sober and a father 
that beats her. She is neglected more often than not. It 
is possible that she didn’t eat today. She is cranky, crying 
all of the time, and acts out when she is around other 
children. Do you blame her? 

Now imagine she is 10. Her dad left. Mom still isn’t 
sober. She goes to school, her grades are bad, and she 
doesn’t know how to behave. Do you blame her? 

Now imagine she is 15. She has resorted to dating many 
boys to find the love that she isn’t receiving from her 
parents, and while she is mixed up with these boys, 
searching for this thing called love, she gets turned on to 
drugs and alcohol. Do you blame her yet? 

Now imagine she is 18. She is in and out of jail. Still 
turning to the boys and the bottle for love. Now are you 
blaming her? She is of legal age and she did make the 
choice, right?  

I wonder at what age this beautiful lost soul was 
supposed to start helping herself …

July 7, 2018

I didn’t sleep well the first few nights that we were here 
which must have left me drained, because I slept like a 
rock last night. I didn’t wake up until the last minute this 
morning. While it felt great to get a good night’s sleep, it 
didn’t leave me much time to pull myself together this 
morning and mentally prepare for the day ahead. My 
group traveled to do a skirting repair in one of the areas 
in Pine Ridge. I do remember this area from last year 

so I thought it 
wouldn’t be as 
disturbing this 
time around.

I was wrong.  

It once again 
took my 
breath away.

I’m not sure 
exactly how 
much time we 
spent at this 
particular job; 
all morning 
and most of 
the afternoon, 
I’d guess 6 
hours-ish. 

In that amount of time, I saw six children running 
around outside. Some of them were young enough 
to be in diapers. Some of them were old enough that 
they shouldn’t have been in diapers, but they were 
anyway. None of them had shoes on. I heard that their 
grandfather came out at the end of the job to thank us, 
but I personally never saw an adult come out to check 
on any of these children.

The backyard was like most in the area:  a disaster. 
Garbage, empty booze bottles, dirty broken dishes, 
dirty diapers, and who knows what else filled the grass 
that hadn’t been cut in some time. In the middle of 
this mess was a small children’s pool filled with dirty 
water. At one point I watched a young boy brush his 
teeth and take a bath in the pool, naked. I do enjoy the 
presence of young children, and usually their laughter 
and chatter fill me with hope and love, but today 
standing in the middle of this mess with them left me 
feeling very empty and broken.

The children played while we worked, and when 
lunch time came, we shared what we had for lunch 
with them. After lunch I had the opportunity to play 
with the children and instantly connected with a (just 
turned) 5-year-old named Shelby. I spent the rest of my 
afternoon with her either attached to my leg, in my 
lap, or in my arms. I learned that Shelby does not go 
to school but she does have “teachers” at home. One 
of her teachers drinks a lot of vodka, and the other 
teacher holds her down and pinches her ears hard 
enough to make her cry when they want her to go to 

Continued on page 6
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sleep. It turns out Shelby does not even live in the house 
we were working at. I can’t imagine sending my 5-year-
old out of the house with no shoes to wander the streets 
for hours. Shelby and I laughed a lot, I cried more than 
once, we watched videos on my phone, took selfies, 
and at one point she wrapped her arms tightly around 
my neck and whispered “I love you” in my ear. 

Before parting, Shelby and I connected pinky fingers, 
and she pinky promised me that we would always be 
soul sisters. She promised that whenever she was feeling 
sad or hurt that she would think of our time together 
and remember that she is loved. While that sounds great 
and inspirational, I doubt that will be the case. Today 
this trip became less about me and all about her.”

I asked you to imagine the devastation of a 5-year-old 
girl above. Now imagine that girl is Shelby. Shelby is a 
real girl that touched my heart and my soul in ways that 
I cannot even put into words. I suspect that the amount 
of trauma Shelby will face, probably sooner than later, 
will wipe away the memory of my time with her and the 
memory of any other positive things she will encounter. 

Shelby will at some point be the adult that we blame 
for all of her wrong doings. The multi-generational 
trauma in Pine Ridge (and many other places in the U.S., 
including your own back yard) is causing devastation for 
young children, and these young children are the young 
adults that we often accuse of not helping themselves.

I will never forget my time with my soul sister, and I 
am prayerful that someday our paths will cross again.  I 
hope that you might find enough space in your life to 
pray for Shelby and all of the other Shelbys on  the Pine 
Ridge Reservation. 

Maybe you might even find the time to pray for the 
Shelbys right here in our own neighborhood. And 
maybe, just maybe, the next time you hear someone 
accuse young women of not helping themselves, you 
might be able to give some insight as to why they are 
not helping themselves. It is simple; they don’t know 
how. They simply cannot help themselves.

I realized this year that we may never be able to fix 
what is broken on Pine Ridge, or even right here in 
Merrill, Wisconsin. But what we can do is help ease the 
suffering for some families. It takes a community …

“Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these.”

- Melissa Butler

SCRIP FOR BACK TO SCHOOL
Not that we want to rush summer away ... we certainly 
don’t! But ... have you noticed the stores are already 
stocking their back to school supplies and school 
supply lists? 

If and when you start your Back to School shopping 
... why not do it with Scrip? You’ve got to buy all that 
stuff anyway ... and by using Scrip, Saint Stephens gets 
a little extra added to our bottom line. Now that’s good 
math (the easy, old school math) and it’s sure to earn 
you an A in Economics, as well!

Whether you’re shopping for crayons and clay, new 
jeans and gym shorts, notebooks and Nikes, or 
anything else on your long and growing list of clothes 
and school supplies needed for the growing kiddos ... 
Scrip can help you get what you need. And not just for 
kindergarteners through high school seniors either. 

College kids need to set up their dorms or housing and 
get situated, too. From hampers and shower caddies to 
mini fridges and the ramen noodles and spaghetti o’s to 
stock their pantries, both upperclassman and freshmen 
have their own long lists of “necessities.”

Department stores, clothing stores, shoe stores, grocery 
stores ... we’ve got the Scrip you need, both for shopping 
locally and in your nearest college town. Stop and see 
all we have to offer at the Scrip table, and special order 
any cards we don’t carry in stock, or stop in the office 
during the week to pick up those in-stock Scrip cards. 
School shopping gets easier ... with Scrip!

It’s free money for Saint Stephens ... and it really adds 
up over the course of the year.

Continued from page 5

THANK YOU
Thanks to Christ United Methodist Church for donating 
a big box of disposable bowls to Dinner @ Five! They 
will be used when we serve chili and soup.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Your representatives on church council are looking for 
new ways to become more engaged and transparent 
with the congregation! We want to be sure that we are 
meeting the congregation’s expectations and that all 
congregants are well informed of the discussions that 
occur when council meets monthly. Each month, the 
council secretary will compile a summary of our prior 
months meeting to share in The Interpreter.

This article is the first of many to come!!

While some of this information may seem redundant 
considering the meeting referenced has already occurred 
we wanted to give you, the Congregants, an inside view 
of the workings of your Council and what this monthly 
report will look like.

During the June council meeting, the treasurer’s report 
and secretary’s report (meeting minutes) from May were 
both approved by your council members. 

The main agenda topic included robust discussions 
about the Capital Campaign, and that Craig from 
Generis would be joining us during our July 15th special 
congregational meeting when the congregation will 
vote on the capital campaign.

Council also discussed the bid from Kulp’s for the 
sanctuary and parsonage roof replacements. Council 
was pleased with the cost saving bids that were 
received and would like to propose to the congregation 

for their final approval that we move forward with 
the Kulp’s bid. Council continues to struggle to find 
an electrical company that is willing to give us a ‘firm’ 
bid for updating the electrical in the sanctuary and is 
uncomfortable approaching the congregants’ with an 
open-ended bid. Kent will continue to contact other 
electrical companies for bids. Council currently has a 
bid from RTL Electric of $100,000.

Council was made aware that the Statts Scholarship 
Committee is looking for two new members. Council 
will be reaching out to individuals to see if they are 
interested in being on this important committee.

Council discussed getting the memorial plates up to 
date in the fellowship hall, and they informed the office 
staff to update the plates. Council is also exploring other 
alternate ways to memorialize all members who pass.

Saint Stephens 135th anniversary is this year. Council 
decided to celebrate this occasion on ‘kick-off’ Sunday, 
September 16th with cake during coffee hour, please 
join us on this very special day!

Oktoberfest committee asked Councils approval to 
sign the permit for the park (Normal Park). This will be 
held on Saturday, September 29th and the event will 
include music, beer and brats. More details to follow 
from the committee as the event nears, try and clear 
your schedule this will be hopefully the first of many 
celebrations and a good time will be had by all!

Please feel free to reach out to any member of council 
if you have any questions or concerns. A complete 
copy of the treasurer’s report and secretary’s report can 
be obtained by contacting the church office, we the 
Council, encourage you, the Congregants, to review 
these reports.

Blessings,
Beth Ann Houle
Council Secretary

Church 
Council
Updates

July 24, 2018

SAINT STEPHENS 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Celebrates 
135 years!

Saint Stephens Evangelical Kirche 
was organized and chartered on

August 5, 1883
We will celebrate with cake at our Fall Kickoff on Sunday, September 16. 

Plan to be there!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy 
to care for them during the service. (If you have not 
already done so, please complete an enrollment form 
for your child.)

NEW!!
IT’S KID CARE DURING WORSHIP
In addition to Nursery care during worship (available for 
little ones ages 0 - 2 in the Nursery on the third floor), 
several volunteers have come forward to offer care 
of young children ages 3 and up in the second floor 
classroom for a few Sundays this summer.

Care will be available during the 9:00 AM worship 
services on:  

 Sunday, August 12
 Sunday, August 19

If they kids want to get their wiggles and giggles out 
with other kids their age, feel free to bring them to 
the second floor classroom prior to the beginning of 
worship.

Sunday School, Faith Formation, and Confirmation 
classes are all on Summer Break. Enjoy your summer!

Fall Kickoff is Sunday, September 16

NURSERY HELPERS NEEDED
Have you ever thought of helping out in 
the nursery? If you love to snuggle on those 
little ones and can pass a background 
check, we’d love to have your help in 
nursery once or twice each month. Please 
contact Sally Woller at 715.921.2148 or 
call the church office at 715.536.7322.

Photography tells your story

cherish your memories
a

Married 52 years
4 children 

12 grandchildren (and one more on the way)

New tie?
Nope, had it for years

Does she still surprise you? 
Every day!

FAMILY PHOTOS! Get your family photograph updated and help us update our New Church Directory. Stop in 
the office for coupons for $5 and $10 off your photography order (yes, you can use them both!) and 20% off for 
Seniors age 60+, Military Service, and First Responders! Combine offers and save $$$$. 

WELCOME LITTLE 
ONE!
Brady Bryant Natzke 
was welcomed into 
the community of Saint 
Stephens United Church 
of Christ through the 
waters of baptism on 
Sunday, July 15. Brady 
is the son of Bryant 
& Kristin Natzke and 
little brother of Molly & 
Jordan Natzke. 

WELCOME LITTLE 
ONE!
Willow Grace Boquist  
was welcomed into 
the community of Saint 
Stephens United Church 
of Christ through the 
waters of baptism on 
Sunday, July 22. Willow 
is the daughter of Brock 
Boquist and Stephanie 
Lambrecht and little 
sister of Croix Boquist.  

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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It’s Time for a New Church Directory!

This year Saint Stephens marks 135 years! 
It’s the perfect opportunity to create a new, more contemporary and easily updatable Church Directory.

We have again partnered with Lifetouch to do the photography for our new directory, and we want to encourage 
every one of you to get photographed for our directory! To facilitate that, we’ve scheduled dates in August and 
September (and we’ll schedule more if we fill all those slots!). You can bring your pets for your photos, invite 
extended family members for a big family portrait, include props or personal items to make your pictures unique, 
and really personalize your session for you and your family! 

Every family photographed will get a  
FREE 8x10” portrait print

and a copy of this year’s Church directory

There are no session fees!

Dates:  August 13 & 14 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
September 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

September 26, 27, 28, & 29 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Get scheduled now! Sign up from the link on our website, www.ststephensucc.net 

-OR- 

Call the church office at 715.536.7322 & we’ll get you scheduled.

Plus! We’ll have coupons available. There is a 20% discount for seniors and military. And you can invite non-
member families to get their portraits done, too. You don’t have to be a member to get your pictures done!

Photography tells your story

cherish your memories
a

Married 52 years
4 children 

12 grandchildren (and one more on the way)

New tie?
Nope, had it for years

Does she still surprise you? 
Every day!

Photography tells your story

cherish your memories
a

Married 52 years
4 children 

12 grandchildren (and one more on the way)

New tie?
Nope, had it for years

Does she still surprise you? 
Every day!

Pets are family, too!

insert_pets_01657_1017_Layout 1  10/23/2017  11:23 AM  Page 1
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We are now midway through our short Wisconsin summer.

Our schedules have shifted, time outdoors and time with family 
and friends has become the priority during this limited summer 

time. Still, the work of the church continues. We’ve reduced office hours 
and our programming lightened up a bit. And yet, the work continues. 
Did you know that the only source of income for the life of the church 
is what we collect in the offering plates? There are a few transfers 
a year from the Scrip program, but 
even that comes directly from you 
and your efforts and faithfulness. 
We live week to week for our financial wellbeing. 
And it works only when we each remember our commitment 
to our mission and ministry each week. 

I wonder, how you will remember your commitments to the 
church this summer? Will you bring in your offering during the 
week, like so many do? Will you shift to giving 4 weeks’ offering 
once a month when you’re in church? Will you do what 
Jamie and I do when we’re away and bring in the weeks that 
were missed when you are in church? Will you come to worship 
on Wednesday nights instead of Sunday and bring 
your offering with you then? Will you 

take up electronic giving for the first time, so that your offering 
commitment becomes automatic and is one less thing to remember? 

I don’t know which way is best for you, but there are a lot of ways to 
remember your financial commitment to the church during the summer. 
And each of us doing our part is the only way that we sustain our 
community. Take a few moments and remember why you’re a part of 
Saint Stephens, and then make the intentional decision about how you 
will give each week during this short summer season, no matter what 
your schedule is! See you soon!

    Blessings,

Summertime
& the Living is Easy

Kyle

THANK YOU VBS VOLUNTEERS!
Vacation Bible School wouldn’t be possible without 
the efforts of our awesome volunteers. Thank you for 
creating a fun and educational experience for the kids! 
Special thanks to Sue Gleason who organized and 
coordinated this year’s “Moose on the Loose” Vacation 
Bible School! We truly appreciate you and every single 
person who volunteers to make things happen here at 
Saint Stephens.

SUMMER LIBRARY PROGRAM FINALE
Fox & Branch Family Folk Music will perform at a sing-
along and dance along concert at the PRMS Auditorium 
on Wednesday, July 25, at 10:00 AM ... in the tradition of 
the great Pete Seeger as the finale to this year’s T. B. 
Scott Library Summer Program! Afterward, come 
to the library for more rocking music activities 
and an ice-cream treat courtesy of Culvers.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THIS SUNDAY, JULY 29 -  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the third floor nursery) 
Coffee Hour following worship - Please join us! 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Worship

FILL THE GAZEBO - August 4 
FALL KICKOFF & CELEBRATION OF 135 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT STEPHENS - September 16 

OKTOBERFEST - September 29 
ANNUAL MEETING - October 14

UPCOMING EVENTS

Can you sponsor a Coffee Hour? Sign up on the 
kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Coffee Hour will continue 

during the summer months and all year long.

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
We are in need of sponsors to provide flowers on 
the altar for our Sunday worship services. Our flower 
calendar has lots of openings. Please call or sign up in 
the office to sponsor flowers. 

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you 
NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

At 5 PM Monday

Spaghetti and Meat Sauce, Cheesy Cheesy Bread 
Hot Veggie, Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
September 23, 30 
October 7, 14, 28

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

July 29 
August 12, 19, 26 
September 2, 9, 23

Coffee Hour 
July 29 

August 5, 19, 26 
September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING 
to use in place of cash!

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Rules for Radical Sabbathtarians

“Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy.” - Exodus 
20:8

I just returned from a luxurious three month sabbatical, 
escaping New York’s hard winter for North Miami 
Beach.

As a writer and a pastor, I have mostly written about 
Sabbath keeping in the 21st century. Sabbath is spiritual 
rest or rest for the spirit. This one-seventh of our time 
is time to enjoy God, which is the holiest of holies. I 
goofball more than most of my peers – and I do so 
because I know how important my rest is to my work, 
my leisure is to my productivity. I also suffer from a 
God complex and resting more than God did is therapy 
to that complex.

Really good Sabbathtarians (of which club I am not a 
member) lose the guilt early. They also figure out how 
to do nothing. I took my three month sabbatical over 
four months and worked a week a month. The work 
was a kind of reverse sabbatical, giving me more rest 
than I realized it would. 

Also, I learned how to be (briefly each day) an escapee 
from the dominant narrative: “You are what you do. If 
you don’t do it, no one else will. Hard work is the route 
to justice.” I could bask (sometimes) in the renewable 
energy of God’s narrative: “You are a creature. You are 
not in charge of the universe. You are not supplied by 
electric power or motor power or energy you buy from 
a company. You are not a diminishing resource. You 
are a renewing resource. You are powered by sun and 
wind.”

Prayer

Show us Sabbath giving and Sabbath taking God, 
how to enjoy both rest and work. Remind us that not 
everybody “gets” a sabbatical and still you offer rest to 
all. Amen.

By Donna Schaper

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial
 $100.00 in memory of Gene Essert from Scott & Sandy Gipple and Karissa Gipple, Dana & Rob Klug, and  
  Lea & Aaron Kulgen
 $75.00 in appreciation for those who served and provided food for the wake of Bob Gruling from Eppie  
  Gruling 
 $50.00 in memory of Bob Gruling, my 5th grade teacher and forever principal, from Darlene & Jeff Hanig 
 $68.00 in memory of Leo & Eleanor’s 68th wedding anniversary (July 22nd) from Eleanor Fehlberg

New Roof 
 $20.00 in memory of Donald Forster for his birthday July 25 from his wife, Mary Ann Forster

Radio 
 $200.00 in honor of our ancestors who started this church from Pam, Bud, and Cheryl Kanitz

Food For Kids
 $25.00 in memory of Mom, Delores Hass, for her July 22 birthday, from Kristine Smith

SPECIAL GIFTS

SIXTH ANNUAL FILL THE GAZEBO EVENT!

It’s time for FILL THE GAZEBO NUMBER 6! FILL THE 
GAZEBO is a community-wide food drive to benefit 
Merrill’s three food pantries and the Food for Kids 
Program. This year’s Big Fill will be held on Saturday, 
August 4, 2018, from 9:00 AM until 12:00 Noon at the 
Gazebo in Normal Park.

Our own little “gazebo” is set up near the coat closet as 
a collection point for nonperishable food items for the 
FILL THE GAZEBO event, and we would love for you 
to help us FILL it! So bring your donations to church 
and put them into the “gazebo” here. 

We will transport all those donations to the Gazebo at 
Normal Park on Saturday, August 4. (If you would like 
to help with this project that day, please let us know.)

Items to bring include nonperishable food items, 
personal care items, and monetary donations. Please 
remember to note the expiration date on items brought. 

Checks may be made out to the Merrill Food Pantry. 
From there, all donations will be divided equally 
between Merrill’s three food pantries. You can also 
write checks directly to Food for Kids. In case of rain, 
the collection will be moved to Our Saviours Lutheran 
Church, 300 Logan Street.

Feel free to just bring your donation directly to the 
Gazebo at Normal Park on August 4 if you prefer. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SUNDAY, JULY 29  ... Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 
  - Rev. Lucas Williams 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available, 
Musicians are Darlene Johnson, Kelly Wallace, Paula McIntyre, Sara Zastrow, 

and Renee Williams. 
Flowers on the altar are in honor of all veterans past, present, and future from 

Scott & Kelly Wallace. Piano flowers are in honor of the baptism of Kynlee 
Kathryn Badeau from Jim & Beth Badeau and John & Kathy Koehler. Flowers on 

the stand are in memory of Leo & Eleanor’s 68th wedding anniversary (July 22nd) 
from Eleanor Fehlberg.  

Radio Ministry is in memory of our Aunt Audrey Heuser from Clint & Melanie 
Golisch family, Kevin & Jodi Golisch family, Kenyon & Bailee Golisch, Kyle 

Golisch, Michael Golisch, and Heidi & Chris Stevenson 
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 

Nursery will be staffed by Beth Houle, Jennifer Porath, and Sally Woller. 
Ushers scheduled will be George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 

Dornbrack, Randy Perry, Clint Golisch, David Golisch, and Virgil Baumgart.
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Carl & Kathy Hass, Beth Houle, Cliff Williams, 

Jean & Bob Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JULY 30 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 4:00 Food For Kids Meeting 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, JULY 31 
 12:00 Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1 
 6:00 Worship

THURSDAY, AUGUST 2 
 9:30 Former PALS

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4 
 9:00 Fill the Gazebo
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

P.S. Don’t forget 
to bring your Food 
Pantry Donations 
this Sunday for Fill 

the Gazebo!
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