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July 17, 2018
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

A number of years back I heard a presenter say that he doesn’t do Q & A, but does Q & R instead. 
Question and Response. He said something like answers promise too much, and he couldn’t 
promise any answers, but he was sure he’d have at least one response. 

I’ve taken this with me and have tried to use it in my own life. Sometimes I use it tongue-in-cheek, 
but other times, I really do think it’s helpful to not be too quick with answers, but to offer a sincere, 
even heartfelt response instead. We can work with the responses we have and leave answers for 
a later time or to perhaps work them out together.

The poet Rainer Maria Rilke, in his book, Letters to a Young Poet says this:

Have patience with everything unresolved in your heart and try to love the questions themselves 
as if they were locked rooms or books written in a very foreign language.

Do not search for the answers, which could not be given to you now, because you would not 
be able to live them. And the point is to live everything. Live the questions now. Perhaps then, 
someday far in the future, you will gradually, without even noticing it, live your way into the 
answer.

Today, as we wrestle with notions of what some people call a “post-truth” society, the questions 
we ask and the answers we seek are all the more important. We know that just because our 
culture is struggling to find common ground and to separate opinion from fact, and noise from 
meaningful information, there are things that are still true. 

As some of the old stories and institutions lose their role and prominence in society, we don’t just 
need new answers to our questions, but we need new questions to ask. Particularly if we want to 
have any hope of charting a new way into our changing culture. And as we ask these questions, 
how might we expect fewer answers, but embrace the responses that come in the meantime.

One of the tempting things to do in a time of change, fear, and anxiety, is to fasten our grip tighter 
on the things we’ve known and to become more locked down and resistant. This is a way to bind 
anxiety, to take things that could be gray, and insist that they are black and white. When we begin 
to notice the places that we cling to concrete answers, rather than leaving space for ambiguity, we 
can begin to acknowledge the anxiety within and around us that is leaving us less space to open 
our hands, our postures, and our spirits to the world and people around us. 

As uncertainty rises about our future, our ability to remain open allows our imagination space to  
work in the service of becoming more resilient in the face of changing circumstances. There is 
only so much prevention any of us can do. Life happens … as we all know. The test of spiritual 
maturity is not how much we can prevent from happening, but how resilient we can be in the face 
of what life brings us. And resilience relies upon our imagination and creativity as primary tools 
to give us options and multiple resources to utilize when we encounter difficulty, stress, conflict, 
pain, suffering, disappointment, grief, or distress. 

There are a lot of places we can start to build our resilience. One of those places, as the poet 
suggests, is to search less forcefully for answers, but to begin living the questions. To ask good 
questions, new questions, and to keep taking steps forward in spite of the uncertainty. We can 
continue to live in the old way, while asking what new ways might be possible. Together we might 
discover a future that is more valuable and more worth living than the past. And don’t we all hope 
that’s true? Because try as we might, the past is gone and we physically cannot life there. Our only 
option is to live this day as the future comes towards us, embracing as much the mystery of this 
life we all share, as we do any of our own personal convictions.

In this life together, Kyle
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BREATH

Last week, Pastor Kyle posed the question “How often do you think about 
where God is?” I found myself really discerning through this question, and the 
more I thought about it, the more I kept finding that I don’t think about where 
God is enough.

As I prepared for last week’s Wednesday night service, I found myself 
pondering “how can we think about where God is more” and it brought me 
to thinking about breathing. I wonder how many of us actually think about our 
breathing. Yes, we are aware that we are breathing; sometimes we recognize 
this in some moments more than others. What I’m wondering isn’t if you are 
aware; I’m wondering if you think about your breathing. This can be the same 
for where God is in our lives. Yeah, we are aware that God is in our life, but, 
as Kyle asked last week, how often do we actually think about where God is?

Take a moment and think, where have you seen God today? If it helps, keep a list of where you saw God. This was 
a practice I did regularly while in seminary and a practice I have to go back to. It helped me be mindful that God 
is everywhere all the time, even in moments I often overlooked, like breathing. I know it sounds funny to say or 
even think about overlooking my own breathing. But, if we think, actually think and concentrate, on our breathing, 
we can be reminded of where God is.

So, how can our breathing help us think more about where God 
is? Rob Bell notes that the Hebrews said Yahweh instead of LORD 
and that they pronounced it “Yod, Hey, Va, Hey”. The Hebrews 
believed this to also be the sounds of breathing, so every time 
we breathe, we are reminded that God is with us. Our breath is 
what enables us to experience God’s love and then show that 
love to others.

Summer can be just as busy as any other time of the year and yeah, 
we may lose track of where God is. But, if you take a moment 
and just breathe and concentrate on your breathing, you can 
find God. And when we breathe, God acknowledges and knows 
our feelings. If we can begin to think of and concentrate on our 
breathing, we can find that God is always within and a part of us.

As we move into the final weeks of summer, as sad as that may 
sound for some of us, I’m curious what else we don’t think of. My hope is that in these final weeks we explore 
some of the possibilities and, through this exploration, we find ourselves closer to God, one another, and creation.
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING RESULTS
In last Sunday’s Special Congregational Meeting, Council’s recommendation was presented to the congregation 
as a Congregational Resolution to Commence a Capital Campaign; to invest funds from invested unspecified 
bequests, and the New Roof Fund and Organ Fund as they have been designated, to hire Kulps of Stratford 
to replace the Sanctuary Roof and Parsonage/Garage Roof and to order the New Organ. The Congregational 
Resolution passed with 104 yes votes and 33 no votes. The comments on the ballots are also being reviewed by 
Council to be considered as we move forward.

In light of the Resolution passing, Craig Loscalzo of Generis went right to work Sunday afternoon to get things 
moving on the Capital Campaign. 

Council has already been in touch with Kulps of Stratford and we hope that by next week they will have identified 
a start date for replacing the Sanctuary roof. We’ve done a lot of work in preparation for this time and now we can 
begin some of the actual work. We’re going to get a new Sanctuary roof! And all of the funds already donated for 
the New Roof fund will go directly to that project.

The funds designated for a New Organ will soon be put to good use when we get the organ ordered. We will let 
you know when that happens.

We are committed to keeping everyone informed each exciting step of the way. As always, please, please, please 
communicate any questions, concerns, and comments to the Council and/or the pastors as we move forward 
during this exciting time in the life of Saint Stephens.

SPECIAL MUSIC NEEDED
We are still looking for musical talent to fill the following 
openings on our music calendar for summer worship:
 August 5
 August 12
 August 19
 September 2
Can you play, sing, or tap dance? (Just kidding on the tap 
dancing!!!!) We’d love you to bless us with your musical 
gifts. Please contact Jim Bjorklund, our Music Director, 
to sign up. Email Jim at james@ststephensucc.net or call 
the church office 715.536.7322 to leave a message for 
him and he will call you back to schedule/confirm.

Join us for our very first ... 
Oktoberfest

Saturday September 29
4:00 - 11:00 PM

@
Normal Park in Merrill

Music – Bands to be 
announced soon

Food for Sale – Brats, 
Sauerkraut, Homemade 

German Potato Salad, Hot 
Dogs, Warm Soft Pretzels, 

Cream Puffs & other 
Homemade Desserts

Beverages for Sale – 
Sawmill Brewing Beer 
(Oktoberfest and other 

selections) and Domestic 
beer

Keep watching for more 
information!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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HOME IMPROVEMENT & SCRIP
Are you doing any home improvement projects this 
summer? Whether it’s a small thing like installing a new 
faucet or a huge project like building a new garage; 
perhaps you need a new Dewalt cordless drill to 
construct a fence or a chainsaw to clear up some trees 
or brush; it might be that you’re freshening up rooms 
with a new coat of paint; or maybe you’re buying a 
new weed wacker or riding lawnmower ... if you’ll be 
making those purchases from Menards, Ace Hardware, 
or Fleet Farm, then you can use Scrip and earn a nice 
little bonus for Saint Stephens at the same time! Talk 
to the Scrip sellers. They have some denominations 
in stock, and they can order larger quantities and 
denominations for those bigger purchases.

SAINT STEPHENS 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

celebrates 
135 years!

Saint Stephens Evangelical Congregation 
was organized and chartered on

August 5, 1883
We will celebrate with cake at our Fall Kickoff on 

Sunday, September 16. Plan to be there!

Brat Fry to benefit Food For Kids
at The Sawmill Brewing Company,

1110 East Tenth Street, Merrill
July 25 serving from 4:00-7:00 PM

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL 
UPDATE
Saint Stephens/St. Peters team 
played the St. Paul’s, Irma 1 
team, last Sunday, July 15, and 
gave it a good shot but came 
up short losing the game. Final 
score was 11-4. 

We drew a first round bye for 
the Division 1 tournament that 
starts this Saturday, so our first 

game is at 11:30 AM at the Immanuel ball field. 

We hope you’ll come out for the tournament this 
Saturday. 

P.S. Don’t forget to support the concessions stand!

$4.00 Brat Plate  
(brat, chips, pickles, and fixings)

$2.00 for an Extra Brat
Sponsored by:  Geiss Meat Service, 

Chips Hamburgers, and Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2018

The kids had a blast chasing that Moose on 
the Loose all last week at Vacation Bible 

School. Who says learning about Jesus and 
faith can’t be super FUN?!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy 
to care for them during the service. (If you have not 
already done so, please complete an enrollment form 
for your child.)

NEW!!
IT’S KID CARE DURING WORSHIP
In addition to Nursery care during worship (available for 
little ones ages 0 - 2 in the Nursery on the third floor), 
several volunteers have come forward to offer care 
of young children ages 3 and up in the second floor 
classroom for a few Sundays this summer.

Care will be available during the 9:00 AM worship 
services on:  

 Sunday, August 12
 Sunday, August 19

If they kids want to get their wiggles and giggles out 
with other kids their age, feel free to bring them to 
the second floor classroom prior to the beginning of 
worship.

Sunday School, Faith Formation, and Confirmation 
classes are all on Summer Break. Enjoy your summer!

Our Fall Kickoff will be on Sunday, September 16! 
Plan to join us. Sunday School will begin and we will 
celebrate some other great new opportunities here at 
Saint Stephens, as well.

Mark your Calendars:

Fall Kickoff is Sunday, September 16

NURSERY HELPERS NEEDED
Have you ever thought of helping out in 
the nursery? If you love to snuggle on those 
little ones and can pass a background 
check, we’d love to have your help in 
nursery once or twice each month. Please 
contact Sally Woller at 715.921.2148 or 
call the church office at 715.536.7322.

Photography tells your story

cherish your memories
a

Married 52 years
4 children 

12 grandchildren (and one more on the way)

New tie?
Nope, had it for years

Does she still surprise you? 
Every day!

WISCONSIN DELLS BOUND!
Church youth, friends, parents, chaperones, and Rev. 
Lucas gathered on the front steps of the church for 
our annual “send off” photo before boarding the bus 
bound for the Noah’s Ark Waterpark in Wisconsin 
Dells! As of this printing, they are no doubt laughing, 
splashing, eating, water sliding, lazy rivering, tubing, 
and getting a little pinker in complexion if they aren’t 
diligently applying their sunscreen. 

FAMILY PHOTOS! Get your family photograph updated and help us update our New Church Directory. Stop in 
the office for coupons for $5 and $10 off your photography order (yes, you can use them both!) and 20% off for 
Seniors age 60+, Military Service, and First Responders! Combine offers and save $$$$. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


July 17, 2018
Page 7THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

It’s Time for a New Church Directory!

This year Saint Stephens marks 135 years! 
It’s the perfect opportunity to create a new, more contemporary and easily updatable Church Directory.

We have again partnered with Lifetouch to do the photography for our new directory, and we want to encourage 
every one of you to get photographed for our directory! To facilitate that, we’ve scheduled dates in August and 
September (and we’ll schedule more if we fill all those slots!). You can bring your pets for your photos, invite 
extended family members for a big family portrait, include props or personal items to make your pictures unique, 
and really personalize your session for you and your family! 

Every family photographed will get a  
FREE 8x10” portrait print

and a copy of this year’s Church directory

There are no session fees!

Dates:  August 13 & 14 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
September 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

September 26, 27, 28, & 29 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Get scheduled now! Sign up from the link on our website, www.ststephensucc.net 

-OR- 

Call the church office at 715.536.7322 & we’ll get you scheduled.

Plus! We’ll have coupons available. There is a 20% discount for seniors and military. And you can invite non-
member families to get their portraits done, too. You don’t have to be a member to get your pictures done!

Photography tells your story

cherish your memories
a

Married 52 years
4 children 

12 grandchildren (and one more on the way)

New tie?
Nope, had it for years

Does she still surprise you? 
Every day!

Photography tells your story

cherish your memories
a

Married 52 years
4 children 

12 grandchildren (and one more on the way)

New tie?
Nope, had it for years

Does she still surprise you? 
Every day!

Pets are family, too!

insert_pets_01657_1017_Layout 1  10/23/2017  11:23 AM  Page 1
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We are now midway through our short Wisconsin summer.

Our schedules have shifted, time outdoors and time with family 
and friends has become the priority during this limited summer 

time. Still, the work of the church continues. We’ve reduced office hours 
and our programming lightened up a bit. And yet, the work continues. 
Did you know that the only source of income for the life of the church 
is what we collect in the offering plates? There are a few transfers 
a year from the Scrip program, but 
even that comes directly from you 
and your efforts and faithfulness. 
We live week to week for our financial wellbeing. 
And it works only when we each remember our commitment 
to our mission and ministry each week. 

I wonder, how you will remember your commitments to the 
church this summer? Will you bring in your offering during the 
week, like so many do? Will you shift to giving 4 weeks’ offering 
once a month when you’re in church? Will you do what 
Jamie and I do when we’re away and bring in the weeks that 
were missed when you are in church? Will you come to worship 
on Wednesday nights instead of Sunday and bring 
your offering with you then? Will you 

take up electronic giving for the first time, so that your offering 
commitment becomes automatic and is one less thing to remember? 

I don’t know which way is best for you, but there are a lot of ways to 
remember your financial commitment to the church during the summer. 
And each of us doing our part is the only way that we sustain our 
community. Take a few moments and remember why you’re a part of 
Saint Stephens, and then make the intentional decision about how you 
will give each week during this short summer season, no matter what 
your schedule is! See you soon!

    Blessings,

Summertime
& the Living is Easy

Kyle

THANK YOU VBS VOLUNTEERS!
Vacation Bible School wouldn’t be possible without 
the efforts of our awesome volunteers. Thank you for 
creating a fun and educational experience for the kids! 
Special thanks to Sue Gleason who organized and 
coordinated this year’s “Moose on the Loose” Vacation 
Bible School! We truly appreciate you and every single 
person who volunteers to make things happen here at 
Saint Stephens.

SUMMER LIBRARY PROGRAM FINALE
Fox & Branch Family Folk Music will perform at a sing-
along and dance along concert at the PRMS Auditorium 
on Wednesday, July 25, at 10:00 AM ... in the tradition of 
the great Pete Seeger as the finale to this year’s T. B. 
Scott Library Summer Program! Afterward, come 
to the library for more rocking music activities 
and an ice-cream treat courtesy of Culvers.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THIS SUNDAY, JULY 22 -  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the third floor nursery) 
Coffee Hour following worship - Please join us! 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Worship

FILL THE GAZEBO - August 4 
FALL KICKOFF & CELEBRATION OF 135 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT STEPHENS - September 16 

OKTOBERFEST - September 29 
ANNUAL MEETING - October 14

UPCOMING EVENTS

Can you sponsor a Coffee Hour? Sign up on the 
kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Coffee Hour will continue 

during the summer months and all year long.

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
We are in need of sponsors to provide flowers on 
the altar for our Sunday worship services. Our flower 
calendar has lots of openings. Please call or sign up in 
the office to sponsor flowers. 

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you 
NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

Fill the Gazebo ... coming soon!
Keep watching The Interpreter for more information. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

At 5 PM Monday

Sweet & Sour Chicken or BBQ Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes, Veggie 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

August 26 
September 23, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

July 29 
August 5, 12, 19, 26

Coffee Hour 
July 22, 29 

August 5, 12, 19, 26

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING 
to use in place of cash!

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Addicted to Guilt

“I acknowledged my sin to you, and my iniquity I did 
not hide; I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the 
LORD,’ and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah.” - 
Psalm 32:5

“You’re addicted to feeling guilty,” she said.

“You are so used to living with guilt that you find reasons 
to feel guilty for everything, even if you don’t really feel 
guilty. That’s where you find yourself most at home.”

I stared at my therapist in silence.

Of course, I’d heard of alcohol and drug addictions. Sex 
addictions. Money addictions.

But addictions to guilt? This one was new.

“So what do I do then?” I asked.

“Start living in reality,” she said. “If you stop feeling guilty 
for everything without reason, you’ll start seeing how 
you really feel about what’s happening around you and 
actually have a chance to be happy.”

I couldn’t just let it go. I never let anything go without 
an argument.

“But what if I actually 
feel guilty about all 
these things?” I asked.

“Then realize you 
can’t change the past, 
forgive yourself, and 
do better next time,” 
she said. “But I still don’t think you even feel guilty. 
You’re just not used to taking care of yourself. But keep 
doing it, and the feeling of guilt will go away.”

That conversation was what some would call an “Oprah 
aha!” moment, but what I call a God moment.

Sometimes, living with dysfunction and self-doubt is a 
lot easier than choosing to live the redeemed life our 
Savior intended.

Look in the mirror, shed your shame, and commit to 
being the best you anyway. Lay yourself bare before 
God, and know that even on your worst days, you are 
enough.

Prayer

Help me release my need to martyr myself through guilt 
and shame and know that I’ve been set free through the 
power of your precious name. Amen.

By Marchaé Grair

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial
 $50.00 in memory of Leo Fehlberg on what would have been our wedding anniversary from  
  Eleanor Fehlberg
 $20.00 in memory of Robert Gruling from Terry & Kevin Krueger
 $20.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Ervin Herdt
 $10.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Donna Petruzates
 $50.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from anonymous

New Roof
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Rich & Nancy Dabbert
 $10.00 in memory of Robert Gruling from Arlo & Eunice Berndt
 $50.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Susan & Joel Wendt
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Harriet Henrich
 $25.00 in memory of Emily Zemke from Harriet Henrich
 $20.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Lynn Henrich
 $10.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Kathy Case
 $20.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Steven & Beth Ann Plautz

Organ Fund
 $50.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Dennis & Luann Grefe
 $20.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from George Dintelman
 $50.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Ewald & Marilyn Katke
 $30.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Randy Perry

OCWM
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Ruth Harbath

SPECIAL GIFTS

Brats for Vets - Fundraiser #3
Hosted by Northwoods Veterans Post

Wednesday, July 18:  4 PM - 6 PM
Sawmill Brewing Company

1110 E 10th, Merrill 
Support a great cause & buy a brat!

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, July 19:  4:30 - 6:00 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Brats & Burgers, Potato Salad
Fruit Salad, Ice Cream Treats

Milke, Coffee & Water
Sponsored by:  Bell Tower Residence

Food Pantry 
Donations for this month

totaled 114 pounds!
Thanks to everyone who 
helps support our local 

Food Pantry!

One of our missions:  To brighten your day with a smile! 
One way or another ... LOL

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


SUNDAY, JULY 22  ... Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 
  - Rev. Kyle Carnes 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available, 
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and McKenzie Reimann. 

Flowers on the altar are in honor of our 8 grandchildren from Carol & Bill Weber.  
Radio Ministry is in thanks for all the volunteers who keep our congregation 

functioning from a grateful member. 
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 

Nursery staff were not yet known at the time of this printing. 
Ushers scheduled will be George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 

Dornbrack, Randy Perry, Clint Golisch, David Golisch, and Virgil Baumgart.
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Carl & Kathy Hass, Beth Houle, Cliff Williams, 

Jean & Bob Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JULY 23 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, JULY 24 
 12:00 Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25 
 4:00-7:00 Food For Kids Brat Fry  
                 @ The Sawmill 
 6:00 Worship

THURSDAY, JULY 26 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Pre-Daisy Scout Meeting

FRIDAY, JULY 27 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

SOME OF OUR VBS  
PROJECTS & ART
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