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July 10, 2018

No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Summer Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-3:30 | Fri 8-1 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister  |  Rev. Lucas Williams, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

A DIFFERENT PRAYER

One of the really important aspects of these trips out to Re-Member on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota is a thing they call “wisdom of the elders” each morning. 
After breakfast and time to get ready for the day and just hang out - mornings are not 
rushed at Re-Member … much to some people’s dismay ... everyone gathers in the 
main room and listens to the director share “wisdom of the elders.” These are sayings, 
writings, and other bits of wisdom that have come from the indigenous traditions of 
this continent. Some of the wisdom contains simple but necessary reminders; other 
pieces are quite profound. 

One of the pieces that I’ve been chewing on for almost a week now is this, which I’m 
paraphrasing: “You call upon God to come to you as though God is far away, when 
the task is to make God feel welcome inside your heart.”

How often do you think about where God is? 

If we pay attention to our prayers - mine included - are we not always calling on God 
to “be with us” as though God is somehow far away? 

And this is not bad as far as it goes, but I think we don’t very often consider the 
assumptions of this prayer and whether or not we actually believe them. And if it is 
what we believe, we aren’t often given an alternative to always needing to call for 
God to come be with us.

Is this really what we believe? Do we believe in “The Distant God” that always needs 
to be reminded to stick around, beckoned from far away? The God who prefers to 
not stay too close, but is willing to come hang out as long as we ask nicely? The God 
that is mostly inaccessible unless we beg and pray for God to do something other 
than what God prefers? Unfortunately, I think this is what most of us believe most of 
the time.

I certainly know that there ARE definitely times when God feels far away and that 
I absolutely pray for and feel like I need to pray for God to come closer. But more 
recently I have started to really reconsider this notion and this prayer. I have been 
reminded that God’s presence or absence has as much to do with how we’ve been 
taught and conditioned as it has anything to do with God’s actual character or location.

I have spent a lot of the spring and summer this year immersed in Celtic and Lakota 
spirituality, and I’ve been both reminded and exposed for the first time to traditions 
that have always prayed other prayers. And that’s because the fundamental belief of 
these traditions - not so unlike our own in so many ways - don’t believe that God is far 
away but rather is always near, always active, indeed always within and a part of us.

For a handful of weeks a quote from John O’Donahue has been at the beginning of 
our bulletins under the heading “For Meditation” (paraphrased):

We need to be generous with ourselves in order to receive the love that surrounds 
us. We can suffer from a desperate hunger to be loved. We can search long years in 
lonely places, far outside ourselves. Yet, the whole time, this love is but a few inches 
from us. It is at the edge of our souls, but we have been blind [or blinded] to its 
presence.

Continued on page 3

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/


July 10, 2018
Page 2THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Saint Stephens
United Church of Christ
903 East 2nd Street | Merrill, Wisconsin | 54452

715.536.7322 | church@ststephensucc.net
903 East 2nd Street, Merrill, Wisconsin 54452715.536.7322 ststephensucc.net

Rev. Kyle Carnes
Rev. Lucas Williams
Mary Pat Campbell

Tina L. Scott
Kelly Krembs

Jason Chandler
Jim Bjorklund

Darlene Johnson

Senior Minister
Associate Minister
Pastoral Associate
Business Manager
Administrative Assistant
Facilities Manager
Music Director
Organist

kyle@ststephensucc.net
lucas@ststephensucc.net
marypat@ststephensucc.net
tina@ststephensucc.net
kelly@ststephensucc.net
jason@ststephensucc.net
jim@ststephensucc.net
Call the church office

ORDINATION ...

This past weekend was a weekend of celebration as I was 
ordained at my home church, Saron UCC. Ordination is a 
time where I get to reflect on my journey and where the 
Spirit has led me, while celebrating my accomplishments 
along the way.

One thing I have become aware of throughout my journey 
to become a pastor and become ordained in the United 
Church of Christ is that not too many of us are aware of 
the process it takes for one to become ordained. As you 
may already be aware, my journey began eight years ago 
in the winter of 2010 when I received my call from God. 
Once I had discerned what God was calling me toward, I 
began the process of becoming a member-in-discernment. 
Member-in-discernment is the title given to individuals 
who have discerned a call from God toward authorized ministry and who maintain a relationship with their home 
church and the committee on ministry throughout the process.

In my final year at Eden Theological Seminary, I began preparations for one of the final steps of being a member-
in-discernment, writing my Ordination Paper. Once submitted, I began a process of meeting with my committee 
on ministry and revising my paper. In November of 2017, I had my Ecclesiastical Council. The purpose of an 
Ecclesiastical Council is to provide an opportunity for the candidate, in this case me, to demonstrate the ability to 
communicate a theological understanding of faith, the church, and its ministry by way of a question and answer 
forum. Upon the conclusion, with a “yes” vote, I was deemed “ordained pending call,” which meant I could begin 
to circulate my profile and search for a church to call me as their pastor or associate pastor. When I was called as 
your next associate minister on June 3, this meant I could now be ordained.

Saint Stephens is a part of my journey to ordination and the celebration that 
coincides with it. However, just because I am ordained doesn’t mean my journey 
stops; it continues onward and includes all of you. I don’t know what you envision 
for our future together, but I envision that our journey together will include some 
celebration, laughter, seriousness, sadness, and mourning. If we continue to follow 
where the Spirit is leading us, together we can do the work that God is calling 
us to do. It is through this work that we can cultivate a space where we can 

grow together as the church and as 
the children of God. I am excited and 
enthusiastic about where our journey 
together will go. So, let’s journey 
onward friends!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Continued from page 1

I wonder what might happen if we spent even just this week with a different prayer. What if instead of praying 
outwardly, calling upon God, as some distant recluse needing to be called out of hiding, we prayed inwardly? 
What if we prayed something like this: Great Spirit, who dwells within me and within my sisters and brothers, I 
have missed your presence in the past, because I was not taught to look within. I’ve looked past your nearness, 
forgive me. Remind me of your presence within. Remind me of the life you have already given me and continue to 
give. When stress comes today, remind me that I do not need to look without, for you have already placed within 
me all that is needed for today. And when I disbelieve that, remind me that your Spirit dwells within others who 
can remind me of your presence, and beauty, and power that is always but a few inches from me. In your nearness, 
I pray. Amen.

Let a whole new world arise from making a hospitable place for God who already dwells within.

Blessings and peace, Kyle
From all of us here at Saint Stephens ...

Congratulations Rev. Lucas Williams!

Ordained to the Ministry of
the United Church of Christ

July 8, 2018 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
As you know, your Church Council has been looking into additional options for a Capital Campaign for Saint 
Stephens, and we are now in a position to share those findings with the congregation and to call a Special 
Congregational Meeting for a vote on a new recommendation. We will hold that Special Congregational Meeting 
on Sunday, July 15. Please plan to worship with us and to stay immediately afterward to hear the recommendation 
of your Church Council and to vote. 

In anticipation of our Special Congregational Meeting on July 15, we want everyone to have an opportunity to 
review and understand what we are proposing for the future of Saint Stephens. A copy of the Resolution & Ballot 
we will be using this Sunday is included on page 6, and it was also mailed to all active adult church members 
on Monday, July 9. Please read through it and note that we added a few things since the version we printed in 
last week’s Interpreter and even the one we mailed yesterday. Feel to ask questions in advance of the meeting or 
during our July 15 meeting following worship this Sunday morning. We want everyone to be fully informed and to 
see that we are ready to move forward with beginning the work of maintaining and updating the church property 
we have been blessed and entrusted to care for as soon as we receive the approval of the congregation.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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HOME IMPROVEMENT & SCRIP
Are you doing any home improvement projects this 
summer? Whether it’s a small thing like installing a new 
faucet or a huge project like building a new garage; 
perhaps you need a new Dewalt cordless drill to 
construct a fence or a chainsaw to clear up some trees 
or brush; it might be that you’re freshening up rooms 
with a new coat of paint; or maybe you’re buying a 
new weed wacker or riding lawnmower ... if you’ll be 
making those purchases from Menards, Ace Hardware, 
or Fleet Farm, then you can use Scrip and earn a nice 
little bonus for Saint Stephens at the same time! Talk 
to the Scrip sellers. They have some denominations 
in stock, and they can order larger quantities and 
denominations for those bigger purchases.

CONDOLENCES
We extend the condolences of the Christian faith to 
those who passed away during the month of June 2018:

Emily M. Zemke, died June 3, 2018

Marlene M. Borelli, died June 5, 2018

Robert “Bob” H. Gruling, died June 27, 2018

SILENT AUCTION
We are extending the silent auction on two of the items from last week’s auction, as we did not receive ANY bids 
on those items. We will let them go one more week, and if they do not have bids by Monday at 8:00 AM, we will 
then sell them on Facebook. 

These items are located in the office with a “silent auction” type bid sheet near each one. Anyone interested in 
acquiring any of these items should stop in the office during office hours this week or before/after worship on 
Sunday, July 15, to bid on the item. Bids will be accepted in even $1 increments.  There is a MINIMUM opening 
bid on each item. Each of the below items will be considered “sold” to whomever has the highest bid when the 
office opens Monday, July 16, at 8:00 AM. Everything is sold “as is.”

Items available for auction this week, pictured below:  Collection of toys/games for young children:  bowling set, 
Go Fish game, and Fun at the Zoo Game, with an opening minimum bid of $4 for all; Ibanez acoustic guitar with 
hard case and tuner, with an opening minimum bid of $100.

ITEMS AVAILABLE THIS WEEK

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SPECIAL MUSIC NEEDED
We are still looking for musical talent to fill about five 
slots on our music calendar for the summer! Can you 
grace one of our worship services with special music? 
Whether you sing; play the guitar, piano, or violin; or 
have another musical talent, we’d love you to bless us 
with your musical gifts. Please contact Jim Bjorklund, 
our Music Director, to sign up for a worship service. 
You can email Jim at james@ststephensucc.net or call 
the church office 715.536.7322 to leave a message 
about when you would like to provide special music 
and Jim will call you back to schedule/confirm.

SAINT STEPHENS 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

celebrates 
135 years!

Saint Stephens Evangelical Congregation 
was organized and chartered on

August 5, 1883
We will celebrate with cake at our Fall Kickoff on 

Sunday, September 16. Plan to be there!

MARRIAGE HELP AVAILABLE - DON’T GIVE UP YET
Retrouvaille has helped couples at all stages of 
disillusionment or misery in their marriage. You will laugh 
and cry with presenting couples as they share the steps 
that helped them rediscover the love they had for each 
other. This is a program for married couples who feel 
bored and disillusioned, or who experience coldness or 
conflict in their marriage, and more. Most don’t know 
how to change the situation or even communicate with 
their spouse about it. For information or to register for 
the program beginning with a weekend on Aug. 17-19, 
2018, in Marathon, WI, call (confidential) 1-877-922-
HOPE(4673) or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com

Brat Fry to benefit Food For Kids
at The Sawmill Brewing Company,

1110 East Tenth Street, Merrill
July 25 serving from 4:00-7:00 PM

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL 
UPDATE
Saint Stephens/St. Peters team 
again played St. Paul’s, Pine 
River team, last Sunday, July 8. 
Our team came away with a 
win, final score 23-13. 

We hope you’ll come out for 
our next game this Sunday, 
July 15, at the ball field at Faith 
Lutheran at 2:30 PM when we 

will play the St. Paul’s, Irma 1 team. 

P.S. Don’t forget to support the concessions stand!

$4.00 Brat Plate  
(brat, chips, pickles, and fixings)

$2.00 for an Extra Brat
Sponsored by:  Geiss Meat Service, 

Chips Hamburgers, and Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION:  July 15, 2018
Congregational Resolution to Commence Capital Campaign

BALLOT
To welcome the future of Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, by fulfilling our responsibility to the life of this 
congregation, to dream of the future that is before us, to set an example for our community in hospitality, we will 
dedicate new resources to meet the urgent needs of our Church. Therefore, as outlined in the “Case for Support” 
done last fall and upon further due diligence researching Campaign companies, the Council recommends that Saint 
Stephens United Church of Christ conduct a 5-Year Capital Campaign to begin on September 9, to conclude on or 
about November 11, to address essential building repairs and upgrades, strengthen our ministries, and expand our 
mission, along with hiring Craig Loscalzo and “Generis” to lead and coordinate this Capital Campaign at the cost of 
$29,500.

If approved, the Council recommends kicking off the Capital Campaign by utilizing a wonderful and generous bequest 
left for Saint Stephens by the Estate of Lylas Kanitz, and an additional smaller bequest left for Saint Stephens by the 
Estate of Dorothy Rahlf, funds that have been invested so they are earning dividends, valued at $222,477.76 as of 
March 31, 2018; along with the existing New Roof Fund, which had a current balance of $14,425 as of May 30, 2018; 
and the existing Organ Fund, which had a balance of $19,320 as of May 30, 2018; to hire Kulps of Stratford to replace 
the Sanctuary Roof and Parsonage/Garage Roof; and to also order the new Rodgers organ.   

This means we are investing the funds we currently have, as follows:  

  Invested Bequests      $ 222,477.76
  New Roof Fund      $  14,425.00
  Organ Fund      $  19,320.00
  Total Available      $256,222.76

The Sanctuary roof replacement is estimated at $127,000 and we have a very rough estimate of $36,000 for the 
roofs on the parsonage and garage. Both costs are based on 75-Year Shingle Life. The new organ cost is estimated at 
$100,000. We are continuing to review our options to make the best use of every dollar we spend. We are still working 
on getting proposals for upgrading the wiring in the Sanctuary, as well.  Some very rough estimates are approaching 
the $100,000 range. We will continue to gather estimates for replacing windows, lead abatement, renovating the 
sanctuary, and updating the fellowship hall and kitchen. These are all absolute necessities ... the bare minimum we 
need to do, and yet, there is much more work to be done.

Estimate of needed funds to complete these large projects:

  Sanctuary Roof      $ 127,000
  Sanctuary Renovation     $100,000
  Parsonage/Garage Roofs    $  36,000
  New Organ      $100,000
  Updating Fellowship Hall & Kitchen   $100,000
  Replacing Windows/Lead Abatement in Parsonage $  90,000
  Upgrading Wiring     $100,000
  Generis Capital Campaign Expense   $  29,500
  Bare Minimum Total Needed    $682,500

By voting “YES” for this project, I am also stating that I will financially support and work on this campaign to help 
ensure its success for the future of our Church.

By voting “NO” for this project, I understand that we will put projects on hold and plan for another method/process 
to achieve our long term goals.

Vote by circling one of the following below:

YAY                I vote FOR the above stated resolution.

NAY               I vote AGAINST the above stated resolution.

The votes will be counted immediately and the results communicated to the Congregation.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

The Moose is on the Loose, and so are the Kids!
We’re two days into Vacation Bible School,  

and everyone is having so much fun!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Feel free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers will be happy 
to care for them during the service. (If you have not 
already done so, please complete an enrollment form 
for your child.)

NEW!!
IT’S KID CARE DURING WORSHIP
In addition to Nursery care during worship (available for 
little ones ages 0 - 2 in the Nursery on the third floor), 
several volunteers have come forward to offer care 
of young children ages 3 and up in the second floor 
classroom for a few Sundays this summer.

Care will be available during the 9:00 AM worship 
services on:  

 Sunday, July 15
 Sunday, August 12
 Sunday, August 19

If they kids want to get their wiggles and giggles out 
with other kids their age, feel free to bring them to 
the second floor classroom prior to the beginning of 
worship.

IT’S DECISION TIME: 
NOAH’S ARK YOUTH 
TRIP
While youth in Grades 
6 through the Class of 
2018 are invited to go on 
our annual trip to Noah’s 
Ark this Tuesday, July 17, 
and friends are invited, 
too, we do not yet have 
enough kids signed up 
to justify the cost of the 

bus to facilitate the trip. Deadline to sign up and get 
your permission slip turned in is THIS FRIDAY, JULY 
13, at 12:00 NOON. 

Sign up and get a permission slip in the office. Permission 
Slips are required. Cost is $20 per person. IF the trip is 
a “go,” plan to be at church by 7:30 AM (bus leaves 
promptly at 8:00 AM) and be picked up at 8:00 PM (bus 
arrives right around 8:00-8:30 PM depending on traffic). 
Remember to bring your own food and snacks for the 
day. And don’t forget to bring sunblock!

Be aware that on Friday, July 13, at noon, we will 
determine whether we have enough kids signed up to 
go forward with the trip. If we do not, we will announce 
the trip cancelation at church on Sunday and any money 
already paid for the trip will be refunded.

We don’t want to cancel, so sign up now!

Sunday School, Faith Formation, and Confirmation 
classes are all on Summer Break. Enjoy your summer!

Our Fall Kickoff will be on Sunday, September 16! 
Plan to join us. Sunday School will begin and we will 
celebrate some other great new opportunities here at 
Saint Stephens, as well.

Mark your Calendars:

Fall Kickoff is Sunday, September 16

NURSERY HELPERS NEEDED
Have you ever thought of helping out in 
the nursery? If you love to snuggle on those 
little ones and can pass a background 
check, we’d love to have your help in 
nursery once or twice each month. Please 
contact Sally Woller at 715.921.2148 or 
call the church office at 715.536.7322.

Photography tells your story

cherish your memories
a

Married 52 years
4 children 

12 grandchildren (and one more on the way)

New tie?
Nope, had it for years

Does she still surprise you? 
Every day!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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It’s Time for a New Church Directory!

This year Saint Stephens marks 135 years! 
It’s the perfect opportunity to create a new, more contemporary and easily updatable Church Directory.

We have again partnered with Lifetouch to do the photography for our new directory, and we want to encourage 
every one of you to get photographed for our directory! To facilitate that, we’ve scheduled dates in August and 
September (and we’ll schedule more if we fill all those slots!). You can bring your pets for your photos, invite 
extended family members for a big family portrait, include props or personal items to make your pictures unique, 
and really personalize your session for you and your family! 

Every family photographed will get a  
FREE 8x10” portrait print

and a copy of this year’s Church directory

There are no session fees!

Dates:  August 13 & 14 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
September 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

September 26, 27, 28, & 29 ~ 2:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Get scheduled now! Sign up from the link on our website, www.ststephensucc.net 

-OR- 

Call the church office at 715.536.7322 & we’ll get you scheduled.

Plus! We’ll have coupons available. There is a 20% discount for seniors and military. And you can invite non-
member families to get their portraits done, too. You don’t have to be a member to get your pictures done!

Photography tells your story

cherish your memories
a

Married 52 years
4 children 

12 grandchildren (and one more on the way)

New tie?
Nope, had it for years

Does she still surprise you? 
Every day!
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
NOT IT!

“The man said: ‘The woman whom you gave to be 
with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’” - 
Genesis 3:12

Have you decided whose fault it was yet?

You know, for that thing, that incident that set off a 
cascading series of bad things. Whose fault was it?

Was it a coworker? A sibling? A faux-friend? A frenemy? 
A parental unit? An overzealous neighbor?

Or was it “them”?

People from that country;
People of that religious persuasion;
People who read the Bible that way;

People who voted for him.

Who wins out in the blame game?

Wandering in The Garden in the cool of the evening 
breeze, God gave an opportunity summarily missed. 
Adam might have taken his own responsibility for what 
happened. His failure to do so proved deadly. Not so 
much because of God’s anger or retribution, I believe. 
But because this story set into motion what seems the 
continuous process we all undergo as we look at things 
that go wrong and play a game of: “NOT IT!”

Passing the hot potato of blame from his own hands to 
Eve’s and from hers to the serpent who couldn’t catch it, 
she stood with her hands burning. And women subject 
to the irresponsible teachings of some hold that burning 
potato to this day.

Owning up to our own portions of responsibility – 
without lingering there in self-hatred forever – breaks 
the vicious cycle of the hot potato blame game. This 
has to stop.

Maybe it starts with us.

Prayer

God, I am sorry. Forgive me. We were wrong. Forgive 
us. Thank you for your redemption. Thank you for your 
love. Heal the scorched hands so they can be ready for 
your work. Amen.

By Kaji Douša

HAVE YOU EVER 
CONSIDERED LAY 
ACADEMY?
Lay Academy 
is a ministry of 
transformation and 
faith formation offered 
by the Wisconsin 
Conference of the 
United Church of 
Christ. Participants 
dive into scripture, 
explore theology, 
consider God’s 

presence in their lives and discover fresh ways to speak 
about and live out their faith in their day-to-day lives. 
Registration is open now through July 31, 2018, for the 
next cycle of classes, which will begin on Saturday, 
August 18, and continue with additional two-day 
weekend sessions in September, November, January, 
March and April. For more detailed information, go to 
www.wcucc.org/layacademy or talk to Rev. Carnes.

Brats for Vets - Fundraiser #3
Hosted by Northwoods Veterans Post

Wednesday, July 18:  4 PM - 6 PM
Sawmill Brewing Company

1110 E 10th, Merrill 
Support a great cause & buy a brat!

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, July 19:  4:30 - 6:00 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Brats & Burgers, Potato Salad
Fruit Salad, Ice Cream Treats

Milke, Coffee & Water
Sponsored by:  Bell Tower Residence

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THIS SUNDAY, JULY 15 -  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery (ages 0-2, in the third floor nursery) and 
Kid Care (ages 3 and up, in the second floor classroom);  

Special Congregational Meeting re Capital Campaign - Immediately Following Worship;  
Coffee Hour following worship - Please join us! 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY EXCEPT JULY 4:  6:00 PM Worship

FILL THE GAZEBO - August 4 
FALL KICKOFF & CELEBRATION OF 135 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT STEPHENS - September 16 

OKTOBERFEST - September 29

UPCOMING EVENTS

Can you sponsor a Coffee Hour? Sign up on the 
kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Coffee Hour will continue 

during the summer months and all year long.

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
We are in need of sponsors to provide flowers on 
the altar for our Sunday worship services. Our flower 
calendar has lots of openings. Please call or sign up in 
the office to sponsor flowers. 

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you 
NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office and 
she can print or email you a copy. 

Fill the Gazebo ... coming soon!
Keep watching The Interpreter for more information. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

At 5 PM Monday

Homemade Chicken Soup & Fresh Baked Bread 
Veggie 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

August 26 
September 23, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

July 29 
August 5, 12, 19, 26

Coffee Hour 
July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
August 5, 12, 19, 26

SAINT STEPHENS SWAG

Saint Stephens logo’d stainless mugs:  $20

Saint Stephens logo’d umbrellas:  $20

Saint Stephens logo’d pens:  FREE

Saint Stephens reusable shopping bags - take as many 
as you and your family will use. Keep our world a little 
cleaner, a little greener, and our landfills a little emptier 

- especially of unnecessary plastic bags:  FREE

Stop in the office to get your Saint Stephens logo’d 
merchandise. Practical stuff, great gifts, just plain cool.

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING 
to use in place of cash!

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified
Memorial
 $51.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from the Friday Breakfast Club
 $20.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Dan & Patsy Pick
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Carl & Kathryn Hass
 $20.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Dick & Darlene Bettin
 $50.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Jolene & Bob Plautz
 $100.00 in memory of our parents, Ray & Betty Herdt, for their birthdays, from Wendel & Debbie Mathis  
  and Family and Todd Herdt
 $100.00 in memory of our parents, Ray & Betty Herdt, for their birthdays on June 30 and July 1 from Brian  
  & Terri Haufe
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Gary & Linda Radke and Linda Hass
 $20.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Scott & Kelly Wallace
 $20.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Usher’s Club

New Roof
 $10.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Betty Krause
 $10.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Dennis & Sharon Woller
 $10.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Dave & Emily Schwartzman
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Gerald & Carol Duwe
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Pat Schultz & Gary Sholund
 $10.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Gary & Jill Mosser
 $10.00 in memory of Robert Gruling from Lois Wold
 $100.00 in memory of Father, Elmer Schulz, on his birthday, July 7, from daughter, Pat Schulz

Capital Improvement
 $50.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Jerry & Cindy Geiss
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Mark & Sally Woller
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Sharon Detert
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Linda & Bryan Plautz
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Mike & Debbie Moellendorf

Organ Fund
 $100.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Carol & Bill Weber
 $40.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Bill & Joanne Wengeler
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Harlan & Phyllis Fausch
 $50.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Eppie Gruling
 $33.00 in memory of Ted Reinhardt, Jr. He’ll be gone 33 years on July 12. From Phyllis Reinhardt
 $10.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Joan Lukes
 $20.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Ruth Buck
 $20.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Charmaine Storm
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Tom & Nancy Seidel

Anniversary
 $20.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Gerald Oestreich
 $20.00 in memory of Bob Gruling from Lissette Frick

Radio
 $190.00 in memory of Laura Plautz for her birthday from Bob & Jolene Plautz

St. Paul’s Cemetery
 $250.00 in memory of Ann Krueger as we remember her July 12 passing from Ronald Krueger and Family

SPECIAL GIFTS

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


SUNDAY, JULY 15  ... Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
  - Rev. Kyle Carnes 
 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery (3rd floor, ages 0-2) Available, 
Kid Care (2nd floor classroom, ages 3+) Available 

Special Congregational Meeting immediately following worship.
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and McKenzie Reimann. 

Flowers on the altar are in honor of our 65th wedding anniversary on July 18 from  
Rev. Dale & Jackie Kuck  

Radio Ministry is in honor of our 65th wedding anniversary on July 18 from  
Rev. Dale & Jackie Kuck. 

Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 
Nursery staff were not yet known at the time of this printing. 

Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 
Nancy Seidel, Charles Reinhardt, Gerald Oestreich, and Ray Schwartz.

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly Wallace, Chris & 
Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JULY 16 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 4:00 Food For Kids Meeting 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, JULY 17 
 7:30 Noah’s Ark Youth Trip 
 12:00 Staff Meeting 
 2:00 Jenny Towers

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18 
 6:00 Worship

THURSDAY, JULY 19 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Pre-Daisy Scout Meeting

FRIDAY, JULY 20 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

LAST CHANCE TO SIGN UP FOR NOAH’S ARK -  
OR THE TRIP MAY BE CANCELED

We do not yet have enough kids signed up to justify the cost of the bus to go on our 
trip to Noah’s Ark this Tuesday, July 17. Deadline to sign up and get your permission 
slip turned in is THIS FRIDAY, JULY 13, at 12:00 NOON. 

Grades 6 through the Class of 2018 are welcome to attend, and your friends can come, 
too. Cost is $20 per person and Permission Slips are required.
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