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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

ADVENTURES TO KNOW
I don’t remember where I read this, but I think it was a 
slogan of some company:  “We must take adventures to 
know where we truly belong.” I believe this. We cannot 
know a place or, perhaps more accurately, our place within 
it, until we’ve left it. It’s a simple matter of perspective. 
I’m not sure what I’m going to learn or experience or gain 
in particular from this adventure I’m leaving for, but I can 
count on it providing some sort of perspective. All trips, all 
adventures do. 

On Wednesday of this week, my friend and colleague, 
Vince Amlin (if you read the UCC Daily Devotionals, you 
might recognize his name as one of the writers), and I 
will leave Chicago’s O’Hare and fly through the night to 
London’s Heathrow airport. From there we’ll drive north 

and spend Thursday night in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, on our way to the little town of Felton where 
we will stay for two nights with the Northumbria Community at their location called Nether Springs 
to learn about the Celtic saint, St. Brendan. If the first thought you had was Irish cream … so did I.

From there we will travel to the town of Melrose and from there spend the next four days hiking along 
a path called St. Cuthbert’s Way, hiking to a place called Landisfarne, or Holy Island. From there 
we will drive north into Scotland, and stay three more days in Inverness exploring the Highlands of 
Scotland. From there we will return to Long. 

The beginning retreat, however, will set the stage for the entire trip. (If you would like to learn more 
about the Northumbria Community, they have an excellent website:  www.northumbriacommunity.
org. I’d encourage you to read the Who We Are section as a starting point, if you’re interested.) The 
original idea for the trip for my friend and I, was to learn more about and explore the Celtic tradition. 
As I’ve mentioned over the previous few weeks, I’ve been reading about Celtic wisdom and invited 
some parishioners to read along with me. If you’re still interested in the book Anam Cara, there are 
still two copies available in the office. 

One of the bits that has already captured my imagination is the ease and matter-of-fact way in which 
they speak about the soul. The soul isn’t a question; rather, it’s a given. And unlike so much of the 
Christian talk we still hear suggesting our primary relationship with the soul is simply something to 
be saved, in Celtic spirituality, the soul is something to become aware of and befriend. As something 
to befriend, the soul is not at odds with our bodies, or as Paul says, “the flesh,” but rather, the body 
and the soul are intimately related, and to get to know one is to get to know the other. This is in 
keeping with a line from Anam Cara, in which John O’Donahue says, “The Celtic eye has a great 
sense of that interim world between the invisible and the visible. … In Celtic spirituality, we find a 
new bridge between the visible and the invisible … these two worlds are no longer separate.” I’m 
eager to learn more about this “Celtic eye” or way of seeing the world.

On the Northumbria Community’s website, in the section titled What is a Retreat?, amongst other 
words, it offers these:  

“A place of retreat where people can explore the questions for themselves: Who is it that you seek? 
How then shall we live? How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?”

These are questions that are not just for retreat, but are questions that can be guideposts for all of 
us. I will continue to ask them while I’m away and I offer them to you to ask as well, as you remain 
in place. How might these questions bring us to the center of our lives and to the center of our own 
faith tradition? And in particular, the question, how then shall we live, is one that more of us need to 
ask more often, as the culture goes through this chaotic shift, that we all get to live through. 

I am filled with gratitude to the church council and to you all for this important time away to refresh, 
renew, and adventure. I will be sending videos for worship for the next two weeks and Jennifer 
Porath will offer her presence in person to lead you all. I am indeed filled with gratitude for you all 
and for the life and work that we share. Thank you.

Blessings and love,

Kyle
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CRUNCHING THE NUMBERS
April Income barely exceeded April Expenses, and that 
is actually because we opted not to pay a couple of bills 
until after the first of May. During May we are consciously 
making a choice to pay all bills as they come in, so May 
may be a financially challenging month. The numbers 
will tell the story.

As we anticipate a new Associate Minister joining us at 
Saint Stephens, we must also plan for our immediate 
future. How will we respond to the financial requirements 
of sustaining our building and our ministry?

How will YOU respond?

FOOD FOR KIDS - 
PLANNING FOR 2018-2019
Thank you to everyone who 
donated to Food For Kids over 
the course of the last year since 
we adopted the program, and 
to those of you who responded 
to our recent call for the funds 
needed to complete the 2017-

2018 academic year. We did it! Everything is funded for 
the remainder of this academic year.

Now, planning for the 2018-2019 academic year, we 
must raise funds for another year of Food For Kids.

 We’d love for all of you to get involved with this process. 
When we plan for fundraising together, it can be fun!

Here are a few ways you can help:

1. Talk to your employer to see if they would become a 
one-time or sustaining sponsor.

2. If you belong to a group or organization, ask that 
organization to make a donation (either one time 
or regularly) to help Food For Kids feed kids in our 
community.

3. Create and run a fundraiser for this worthy cause, 
with all proceeds going to Food For Kids. You can do 
this yourself, with a group of friends or family, or as part 
of a larger organization. Get creative!

4. Make a donation to Food For Kids. Make your check 
payable to:  Food for Kids and drop it  into the collection 
plate or drop it off or mail it to the church office.

CALL SUNDAY POTLUCK LUNCH
Saint Stephens will host a Potluck Lunch on Sunday, 
June 3, in the Fellowship Hall, following worship and 
our special Congregational Meeting to vote on our 
Associate Minister candidate. 

There is a sign-up sheet for main dishes, salads, and 
desserts on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Please sign 
up and plan to come! Get to know and welcome our 
candidate for Associate Minister (who will hopefully be 
voted in and BE our new Associate Minister by the time 
we sit down to eat that day). 

SEARCH AND CALL OF THE 
ASSOCIATE MINISTER
Watch your mailbox this week for a 
letter from the Associate Minister Search 
Committee along with more information 
about the candidate who will preach 
on Sunday, June 3, and the other events 
to follow that day ... including a special 
congregational meeting to vote and a 
potluck. Remember:  It is the responsibility 
of all active members of the congregation 
to call the clergy of the church. 

- Jennifer Porath and Gary Schwartz
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Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”
Thursday, May 17

4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Eagles Club 

1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Menu:  Turkey, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, 
Cranberries, Desserts, Milk, Coffee & Water

Sponsored by Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church

“I like to think I’m a pretty level-headed guy.”
- Jason Chandler, Facilities Manager

NURSERY HELPERS WANTED
Have you ever thought of helping out in 
the nursery? If you love to snuggle on those 
little ones and can pass a background check, 
we’d love to have your help in nursery once 
or twice each month. Please contact Sally 
Woller at 715.921.2148 or call the church 
office at 715.536.7322.

REGISTER NOW FOR 
VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL
This year, we are asking 
that parents register their 
children extra early for 
our July 9-13 Vacation 
Bible School, as we will 
be ordering workbooks for 
participating children, and 

we need to order the correct number of workbooks for 
the apprpriate age groups.

This will also enable us to ensure 
enough craft materials and snacks 
are purchased for all of our activities.

A registration form is printed in this 
issue of the Interpreter to make it 
extra easy to complete your form 
and get it returned to the office right away.

Deadline for returning completed registration forms to 
the office is June 15.

CAMP MOOSE ON THE LOOSE HELP NEEDED
As we plan ahead for this year’s Vacation Bible School 
July 9-13, we need some additional young-minded, 
fun-minded adults and youth to help us ensure our 
children are well-supervised and infused with a fun and 
enlightening week at Saint Stephens. Actual class times 
each day will be 9:00-11:30 AM and leaders will need 
to plan to be here 15 minutes before that and stay 15 
minutes later.

Here are the positions we need to fill:

3 Adult Group Leaders
1 Adult Craft Director
1 Adult Game Director
5 – 10 Youth Helpers (grades 6 – 12)

If you can help out in any of these areas, please call Sue 
Gleason at 715.216.6431. Sue is coordinating this year’s 
Vacation Bible School. Thanks, Sue!

CORRECTION
Flower sponsorship in last week’s Interpreter, was 
incorrect. Flowers on the altar on Sunday, May 13, 
were sponsored in celebration of Vivian Kruchko’s 
first birthday from Rich & Nancy Dabbert. Happy First 
Birthday, Vivian!
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http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


May 15, 2018
Page 4THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials and Special Gifts 
 $89.00 in honor of our mother, Phyllis Ney, for her 89th birthday on May 14 from Dan Ney, Ken Ney, and 
  Nancy Strasser
 $50.00 in memory of my mom, Bernice Berndt, from Daryl & Donna Berndt

Food For Kids
 $50.00 in memory of beloved son and grandson, Mark Hall and Andy Hoffman, for May birthdays, from
   Roland & Melita Hall

Capital Improvement
 $50.00 in memory of Mom, Donna Woller, for Mother’s Day from Mark & Sally Woller
 $20.00 in memory of our mothers on Mother’s Day from Jeff & Sue Kraft

Organ
 $30.00 in memory of my sister, Shari Guenther, who passed away one year ago on May 13, 2017, from 
  Randy Perry
 $100.00 in memory of Gordon Dotter for what would have been our 70th wedding anniversary on May 29 
  from Gerry Dotter
 $40.00 in memory of moms, Alice Krause and Tillie Wold Raasch, from Lois Wold
 $100.00 in loving memory of Barb Dintelman on Mother’s Day from family

New Roof
 $10.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Mary Ann Forster
 $100.00 in memory of mom, Bernice Berndt, for Mother’s Day from Dennis & Sharon Woller

SPECIAL GIFTS

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

A 2 1/2 mile Family Fun Walk 
on the River Bend Trail, Merrill, WI 

In honor of Tyler Holbach

Registration 8:00-9:00 AM at the trailhead pavilion, 
South Park Street, Merrill. 

Pre-registration at the Merrill Chamber of Commerce, 
705 N. Center Ave., Merrill.

$20.00/person and $10.00/children 10 years and 
younger. Participants will receive a t-shirt. 

Water bottle provided. 

Checks can be made payable to T-RAW.
Email:  tammyduwe@charter.net if you have questions.

Proceeds will go toward a light on the 
new section of the trail.

Registration forms are available in the 
Saint Stephens church office.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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WANTED:  LARGE 
PICNIC TABLE OR 
PATIO SET
We’re looking for a 
large picnic table 
(or 2) or patio set to 
enhance our outdoor 
space at the church. 

If you would like to donate (or build) one, please call 
the church office at 715.536.7322. Thank you! 

NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 
AM worship service. Feel free to bring your 
little ones ages 0 - 2 to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care 
for them during the service. (If you have 
not already done so, please complete an enrollment 
form for your child.)

7th & 8th GRADERS ... 

See you in class this Sunday, May 20, at 9:00 AM! This 
will be our last Faith Formation Class until the end of 
summer/early fall when we begin the new Program Year.

7th & 8th Grade
Faith Formation

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

This Sunday is the last day for Sunday School until late 
summer/early fall. Join us this Sunday at 9:00 AM! 

CONFIRMATION 2017-2018 
Offering envelopes for the confirmation class students 
are in the office on the counter labeled with your name. 
Please stop in and pick up your box. 

Camp Moose on the Loose! 
Mark your calendars for

Vacation Bible School 2018
July 9 - 13 

 
Register NOW!

Registration Forms Available in 
the Office and on our website:

www.ststephensucc.net/
resources/forms

Blood Drive
Honoring the life of  

Randal Bellin
Saturday, June 16

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

To reserve your life-saving donation time, call Bryan 
Plautz at 715.218.0770. 

Before you donate:
 1) Bring a photo ID
 2) Drink lots of water
 3) Eat a hearty meal

All presenting donors are eligible to win 1 of 2 $1,000 
Door County Experience packages that include the 
following gift cards:  $500 Landmark Resort | $300 
Door County Trolley Scenic Tours | $200 The Cookery 
Restaurant & Wine Bar

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES FOR 2018
2018 contribution envelopes are now available in the 
office during normal business hours.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Heard Mentality

“He who has ears, let him hear.” - Matthew 11, Matthew 
13:9, Matthew 13:43, Luke 4, Luke 8, Luke 14

“Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit is saying 
to the Church.” - Revelation 2:29

Jesus, no fewer than six times in the gospels, utters his 
now-famous dictum, “He who has ears, let him hear.” 
Here is Jesus as the grizzled old man he never got to 
be, with a distinct rural accent of unknown provenance. 

“Don’t you have the sense God gave you? You got wax 
in them ears?”

These are words you say to people who aren’t listening. 
Or to people who seem to be listening, but on whom 
one’s words seem to be having no effect, because they 
keep ignoring your extremely sound advice.

Ever felt that you were talking and talking and getting 
nowhere? Or, conversely: ever felt that you have truly 
listened to someone, but they stubbornly say “I don’t 
feel heard” because you happen to disagree with them?

What is the difference between listening, and really 
hearing? What is the difference between being heard, 
and getting your way?

These conversations play out (or flame out, or peter out) 
in churches, in living rooms, in board rooms, in marital 
beds. Here are some other questions that might help 
unpack the previous ones as you ponder the stalemate 
of your last go-round:

Did you invite God into the conversation?

Did you strike a balance of talking and listening?

Did you each allow silence to overtake you--for God to 
get a word in edgewise?

Are you humble, and open to a grain (or entire field!) of 
truth in what they are saying?

Did you listen for a truth from a Source beyond your own 
ego and feelings, a principle you need to stick to even 
if the siren song of harmony with your talking buddy 
threatens to undermine your integrity? Sometimes, real 
listening creates more conflict.

The only other place in the Bible Jesus’ dictum appears, 
besides the Gospels, is in the Book of Revelation. 

“Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit is saying 
to the Church.” And, using our ears well, She speaks to 
the board of directors, to your teenager or aging parent, 
to your longtime spouse--and to you and me.

Prayer

God, You gave me two ears and one mouth. May I listen 
twice as much as I speak--and may the voice I hear best 
be Yours. Amen.

By Molly Baskette

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL 
UPDATE
This Sunday, May 20, our team will 
play the Christ Lutheran, Merrill, and 
Mountain of the Lord, Wausau, team 
at 4:00 PM on the softball field at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. Come 
out to cheer us on, support the 

concession stands, and have a great time. It’s a great 
way to spend an afternoon with the grandkids or the 
entire family! 

ADDITIONAL CHIME CHOIR PRACTICE
Though not listed on the May calendar, there will be an 
additional chime choir practice at 6:00 PM on Thursday, 
May 31, in preparation for playing on June 6. 

NO WEDNESDAY WORSHIP ON MAY 23
Please mark your calendars ... We will NOT have a 6:00 
PM worship service on Wednesday, May 23, as both 
Rev. Kyle Carnes and Mary Pat Campbell will be out of 
the area.

MONDAY TEACHER SCHOOL UPDATES
Monday Teacher School on May 21 at 6:00 PM has 
been canceled. We will schedule a meeting in early 
June to look at plans for the next program year. Watch 
The Interpreter and your teacher communications for 
the new date.

Who is it that you seek? How then shall we live? 
How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THIS SUNDAY, MAY 20 -  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery; Sunday School;  
7th & 8th Grade Faith Formation; Coffee Hour following Worship 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Worship EXCEPT there will be NO WEDNESDAY WORSHIP ON MAY 23
ANAM CARA BOOK STUDY:  Wednesdays after worship -  7:00 PM in the Kuck Lounge

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - July 9-13 
ASSOCIATE MINISTER CANDIDATE PREACHES/CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO VOTE - June 3 

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY - June 10

UPCOMING EVENTS

Can you sponsor a Coffee Hour? Sign up on the 
kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Coffee Hour will continue 

during the summer months and all year long.

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
We are in need of sponsors to provide flowers on 
the altar for our Sunday worship services. Our flower 
calendar has lots of openings. Please call or sign up in 
the office to sponsor flowers. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
It’s the easiest way to give! Email tina@ststephensucc.
net to get the simple instructions so you can set it up. 
Everyone who has tried it thinks it’s great. 

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you 
NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!

Food Pantry 
Donations for this month

totaled 153 pounds!
Thanks to everyone who 
helps support our local 

Food Pantry!

UPDATED FUND BALANCES
As of the end of April, we have the following funds 
allocated toward a new roof for the sanctuary and a 
new updated organ. Thank you for your generosity!
 New Roof Fund: $13,785.00
 Organ Fund  $18,880.00

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Child’s Name: ________________________________________ Age: ____________
Gender:   Male   Female     Birthdate: ___/___/______   Grade Completed: ______
Food Allergies  Y___ N___ List: __________________________________________
Medical Concerns  Y___ N___ List: _______________________________________

Child’s Name: ________________________________________ Age: ____________
Gender:   Male   Female     Birthdate: ___/___/______   Grade Completed: ______
Food Allergies  Y___ N___ List: __________________________________________
Medical Concerns  Y___ N___ List: _______________________________________

Child’s Name: ________________________________________ Age: ____________
Gender:   Male   Female     Birthdate: ___/___/______   Grade Completed: ______
Food Allergies  Y___ N___ List: __________________________________________
Medical Concerns  Y___ N___ List: _______________________________________

Child’s Name: ________________________________________ Age: ____________
Gender:   Male   Female     Birthdate: ___/___/______   Grade Completed: ______
Food Allergies  Y___ N___ List: __________________________________________
Medical Concerns  Y___ N___ List: _______________________________________

Child’s Name: ________________________________________ Age: ____________
Gender:   Male   Female     Birthdate: ___/___/______   Grade Completed: ______
Medical Concerns  Y___ N___ List: _______________________________________
Child’s Name: ________________________________________ Age: ____________

Address: ________________________________ City: ______________ Zip: _______
Parents/Guardian: ________________________ Home Phone: __________________
Work phone: __________________________ Cell phone: ______________________ 
Email: ________________________________________________________________
Name of Home Church __________________________________________________
Emergency Contact Name ________________________________________________
Relationship to Child __________________________ Phone: ___________________

__________________________________________      Date: ____________________
Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature

Camp Moose On The Loose!

Vacation Bible School Registration Form 2018
 (One per Family)

Please register ASAP so we can order a workbook for your child!
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of the 
most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time, 
by request. Simply call Tina in the church office to get 
a copy.

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s 
all you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

At 5 PM Monday

Baked Chicken, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 
Green Bean, Lettuce Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

May 27 
July 1, 22, 29

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

June 17, 24 
July 1, 8, 22, 29

Coffee Hour 
May 27 

June 10, 17, 24

SAINT STEPHENS SWAG

Saint Stephens logo’d stainless mugs:  $20

Saint Stephens logo’d umbrellas:  $20

Saint Stephens logo’d pens:  FREE

Stop in the office to get your Saint Stephens logo’d 
merchandise. Practical stuff, great gifts, just plain cool.

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING 
to use in place of cash!

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Executive Committee of your Church Council has 
called a special Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 
June 3, immediately following the 9:00 AM worship 
service for the purpose of voting on the candidate 
the Search Committee is recommending as our next 
Associate Minister. Please plan to attend and to vote! 
This is an exciting time in the history of Saint Stephens.

Invite someone to worship with us ...  Reach out!
Extend the hand of friendship in our Community.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SUNDAY, MAY 20  ... Pentecost Sunday  
  - Rev. Kyle Carnes 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery Available, Sunday School, 
7th & 8th Grade Faith Formation, Coffee Hour to Follow  

Musicians are Darlene Johnson, Wesley Boehm, and the Choir. 
Flowers on the altar are in memory of brother, David Lezotte, and father,  

Lloyd Buck, Sr., from David & Cheryl Buck. 
Radio Ministry is in memory of grandparents, Selma & George Henrich, from 

Holly & Lynn Henrich 
Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Henrich, Schaefer, and Weber Families. 

Nursery staff will be Beth Badeau, Molly Lyon, and Sally Woller. 
Ushers scheduled will be David Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom & 

Nancy Seidel, Charles Reinhardt, and Ray Schwartz.
Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kristine Bowe, Scott & Kelly Wallace, Chris & 

Mary Stamm, Tim & Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MAY 21 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, MAY 22 
 12:00 Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 NO Worship 
 7:00 Choir

THURSDAY, MAY 24 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, MAY 25 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY CHANGED
Graduates and parents of graduates ... mark your 
calendars for Baccalaureate Sunday - Sunday, June 10. 
(This is a CHANGE from the announcement in last week’s 
Interpreter.) This year we will honor our graduates and 
announce scholarships at our 9:00 AM worship service 
on Sunday, June 10. We hope graduates will attend in 

their caps and gowns. We’re proud of your accomplishments!
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