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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

THE COST OF WHAT’S IMPORTANT

I don’t know about you, but I would love if money was not a necessity. Not because money really 
bothers me. I have actually found that money itself is neutral, like so many things, but has power 
based upon how we use it and the stories we tell about it.

For me, more than money itself or the cost of things or the necessity for currency in a global economy, 
I have trouble with everything being for sale. Have you ever noticed how everything is for sale? We 
even say things like, you can do anything you want for a price. When everything is for sale, everything 
loses whatever inherent value it had, because now, it’s value culturally is determined by its price tag.

This idea of everything being for sale, and becoming more conscious of it, has been happening for 
some time now, and I believe many of us, if not most of us, can smell through when the market is 
out of whack with what something is actually worth. But the advertising industry is still getting paid 
billions of dollars to use psychology to persuade us toward something regardless of whether it’s in 
our best interest or not.

When everything is for sale, we become awash in numbers in a way that a thing’s emotional, personal, 
human, spiritual, or relational value is at least overshadowed, if not lost entirely, and our perspective 
often goes with it. And yet, we know that in so many situations, things have both monetary value and 
other value at the same time. It’s a tricky thing trying to put monetary value to something that also 
has emotional and personal value. 

For example, there is no limit to the money I would spend if my kids needed medical attention. There 
might be other factors, but if one of my kid’s lives was on the line, money would not stand in the 
way. I’d bankrupt myself if necessary. This is an extreme and somewhat obvious example. But when 
it comes to everyday stuff and how we make budgets (if we make a budget), and how we choose 
to spend our money, we use some kind of number-emotion cocktail. Even if we spend beyond our 
means, we usually at least know what our means are. We humans don’t have purely rational thoughts, 
so we make decisions with many variables.

I wonder how this decision-making cocktail comes to life for you when it comes to something like 
food. Do you know how much money you spend each month on your favorite cookies or chips? 
How much money do you spend on coffee and beer? How about going out to eat, whether it’s fast 
food or pizza or at a sit-down restaurant? Do you know how much you spend, and does it match 
the value you place on it, compared to other things? I wonder how this decision-making cocktail of 
numbers and emotions comes to life for you (of course) when it comes to church. Are you more or 
less aware of the $5 dollars you spend on Doritos than you are on each $5 increment you give to 
church? Why or why not?

We give and spend based on so many combinations of reasons and feelings. When was the last 
time you took a personal audit of those reasons and feelings? When was the last time you noticed 
something and decided to rearrange your priorities? Was it difficult?

When it comes to giving to the offering of the church, which is the sole source of money for the 
budget, mission, and ministry, do you focus more on numbers, or value and feeling, and why? Here’s 
the beauty of how the church functions:  If the results of your personal audit determined that you 
likely get more value out of church than what you give, you do not need to feel like you must rework 
all other finances in order to make a difference. The addition of $1 or $2 a week, truly has a large 
impact on the overall life of the church. $2 more per week for a year is $104 more over the entire year. 

And if 50 people do this, then we’ve brought in $5200 more. Which is like adding an additional 
Sunday to the year. If 100 people commit to this over the course of the year, that’s $10,400 more per 
year, or the equivalent of adding two Sundays. 

You get the picture. But for each of us this is only $2 more per week. Is church worth $2 more per 
week to you in order to ensure that the work we do, the mission we accomplish, the excellent staff 
we employ, and the community we create can truly be sustained? $2 is just an example. The point 
is, small things, done together, quickly become big things. And that’s what church is meant to be. 
Individuals coming together, each doing small things, and together accomplishing big things. I’m 
convinced God has big things imagined for Saint Stephens. I know I want to be a part of it, don’t you?

Blessings,

Kyle
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SOUND BOOTH AT 
SAINT STEPHENS?

Does Saint Stephens 
even have a sound 
booth? We’re still 
looking for a few 
more volunteers to 
help make our Audio/
Visual “Sound Booth” 

a reality so we can begin projecting during our worship 
services. 

Qualifications required:  A willingness to learn! 

Call the office and, once we get a group of volunteers 
identified, we’ll arrange a training session and set up a 
rotating schedule. We will need one person for each 
worship service. Once our volunteers are trained, we 
can begin projecting during our worship services! 

NEW BOOK STUDY!
Join us on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 PM 
(following worship service) 
in the Kuck Lounge for our 
book study. You’re officially 
invited! 

Our new study started  
Wednesday, April 24, but 
you are still welcome to 
join us! We are reading and 
discussing Anam Cara ~ A 
Book of Celtic Wisdom. Stop 
in the office to pick up a 
copy of the book. If they are 
all gone, give us your name ... 
we’ll order more.

A NEW ARRIVAL!
Congratulations to Shelby & Casey Penrod on the birth 
of baby girl, Lila Judith Penrod, born April 22, 2018, 
measuring 18” long and weighing 6 pounds, 5 ounces. 
Welcome to the world, Lila!

ADDITIONAL CHIME CHOIR PRACTICE
Though not listed on the May calendar, there will be an 
additional chime choir practice at 6:00 PM on Thursday, 
May 31, in preparation for playing for the June 6 worship 
service. 

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY
Graduates and parents of 
graduates ... mark your calendars 
for Baccalaureate Sunday - Sunday, 
June 3. This year we will honor 
our graduates and announce 

scholarships at our 9:00 AM worship service on Sunday, 
June 3. We hope graduates will attend in their caps and 
gowns. We’re proud of your accomplishments!

VISITATION TEAM MEETING
Mark your calendars for our next Visitation Team 
Meeting ... Tuesday, May 8, at 6:00 PM. See you there!

ASSOCIATE MINISTER SEARCH UPDATE
Your Search Team is nearing the end of 
their work. Over the next few weeks, we 
will be making announcements and giving 
you more information.

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, 
June 3, when you will all hear the candidate 
we’re recommending as our next Associate 
Minister, as he will be preaching, and we 
will have a congregational vote afterward.

See you in church this Sunday when we will share more 
about the Search process!

- Jennifer Porath and Gary Schwartz

SAINT STEPHENS SOFTBALL UPDATE
This year Saint Stephens teams up with St. Peter’s church 
from Schofield to play in the area church softball leauge. 
The first date for team play is Sunday, May 13 (Mother’s 
Day), but it’s a Bye Week for our team. 

On Sunday, May 20, our team will play the Christ 
Lutheran, Merrill, and Mountain of the Lord, Wausau, 
team at 4:00 PM on the softball field at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church. We hope you’ll come out to cheer us 
on, support the concession stands there that enable us 
to keep going and having fun, and have a great time. It’s 
a great way to spend an afternoon with the grandkids or 
the entire family! Our complete schedule is located on 
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge and will also be printed in 
an upcoming issue of the Interpreter.

Still interested in playing ball? Talk to Jerry Burnett!
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials 
 $20.00 in memory of my mother, Helen Hoff, for Mother’s Day from Lissette Frick
 $20.00 in memory of Jean Fredrich from Lois Latzig

Capital Improvement
 $20.00 in memory of Phil Schaefer from Lynn Henrich

New Roof
 * in memory of Emil Ricci, Tootie Ricci, and John Davis from Leota Davis

Organ 
 $30.00 in memory of Phyllis Oestreich from Gerald Oestreich
 * in memory of Emil Ricci, Tootie Ricci, and John Davis from Leota Davis

Food For Kids
 $100.00 in memory of our son, Scott Wendland, for his April 30th birthday from Phyllis Wendland

*Amount withheld by request.

SPECIAL GIFTS

FOOD FOR KIDS - PLANNING FOR 2018-2019
Thank you to everyone who donated to Food For Kids over the course of the last year 
since we adopted the program, and to those of you who responded to our recent call 
for the funds needed to complete the 2017-2018 academic year. We did it! Everything is 
funded for the remainder of this academic year.

Now we are planning for the 2018-2019 academic year. As you know, Food For Kids isn’t 
something we budget for at Saint Stephens. Food For Kids, as an organization adopted 
by Saint Stephens, must raise all the funds required to purchase funds for this program.

We’d love for all of you to get involved with this process. When we plan for fundraising together, it can be fun!

Here are a few ways you can help:

1. Talk to your employer to see if they would become a one-time or sustaining sponsor to help maintain or grow 
this program in our community.

2. If you belong to a group or organization, ask that organization to make a donation (either one time or regularly) 
to help feed kids in our community.

3. Create and run a fundraiser for this worthy cause, with all proceeds going to Food For Kids. You can do this 
yourself, with a group of friends or family, or as part of a larger organization. Get creative!

4. Make a donation to Food For Kids. Make your check payable to:  Food for Kids and drop it  into the collection 
plate or drop it off or mail it to the church office.

LEAVE A LEGACY IN YOUR WILL ...
If you would like to leave a legacy gift ... something that will continue to do good work beyond your lifetime ... we 
hope you will consider including a gift to Saint Stephens United Church of Christ in your will or living trust. Such 
a gift is referred to as a charitable bequest. It is easy to do and requires only a few sentences in your will or trust 
designating Saint Stephens United Church of Christ as a beneficiary. And, you can change your mind at any time 
during your lifetime by simply changing your will or trust. 

Bequests may be for a specific item or account or for a specific amount of money, may be contingent on specific 
events, or may be for a percentage of your estate. Talk to your tax advisor and lawyer with any questions. 
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Transplants

“You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the 
nations and planted it. You cleared the ground for it; it 
took deep root and filled the land.” - Psalm 80:8-9

Watching Erick work, I’m in awe. This master arborist is 
transplating a tree in the church’s courtyard. He knows 
the precise dimensions of the space it needs. Just so 
wide, just so deep.

When he takes the sapling out of its plastic tub, the 
roots are swirling around the edge in a circle. He 
makes strategic cuts with his pruning scissors. Without 
them, the tree will keep growing in the shape of its old 
container instead of spreading out into the ground.

When we’ve filled in the hole, Erick has a prescription 
for watering, a daily dose which is not too much and 
not too little.

I think of the community that he and I share, the place 
where we and many others are hoping to grow and 
thrive. Some need more support, others more space. 
Some are drought-hardy; others require more water. 
Some are ready to put down roots. Others are still 
breaking out of containers that no longer fit.

If we do our work, the whole garden can grow. But I 
wish we had Erick’s expertise, his certainty about what 
each one needs.

At least I can show his care. The thoughtful way he 
approaches each shrub and tree. The psalmist says it’s 
like God’s care for God’s people.

God smuggles a clipping out of captivity. Makes space 
for it and gives it what it needs to take root and branch 
out. More than that, God loves it enough to do the work. 
And plants and people can feel that.

Prayer

Give us what we need to grow and thrive.

Prayer

God, grant me grace so to lose myself in service to you 
that I may be truly found. Amen.

By Vince Amlin

WELCOME SPRING!
The snow is finally melting. The sun is shining! It looks 
like Spring might be here to stay. Get outside and enjoy 
it ... Go for a walk with a friend. Sit out in the sun for a 
cup of coffee to start your day. Pull out the grill and fire 
it up with friends. Turn off the tv and those electronic 
devices and enjoy good company, conversation, 
laughter, and the fresh air we’ve been longing for for so 
very long. Live in the moment and enjoy the here and 
now ... 

You will find God’s grace there!

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 
AM worship service. Feel free to bring your 
little ones ages 0 - 2 to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care 
for them during the service. (If you have 
not already done so, please complete an enrollment 
form for your child.)

7th & 8th GRADERS ... 

Please mark your calendar for our May Faith Formation 
classes and join us at 9:00 AM on Sunday, May 13, and 
Sunday, May 20. See you all in class!

7th & 8th Grade
Faith Formation

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

Sunday School children welcome at 9:00 AM Sunday 
morning! Parents, please take your children to their 
classrooms before service.

CONFIRMATION 2017-2018 
Offering envelopes for the confirmation class students 
are in the office on the counter labeled with your name. 
Please stop in and pick up your box. 

Camp Moose on the Loose! 
Mark your calendars for

Vacation Bible School 2018
July 9 - 13

NURSERY HELPERS WANTED
Have you ever thought of helping out in 
the nursery? If you love to snuggle on those 
little ones and can pass a background check, 
we’d love to have your help in nursery once 
or twice each month. Please contact Sally 
Woller at 715.921.2148 or call the church 
office at 715.536.7322.

SCRIP ... 
For seeds and seedlings, 
flowers, trees, landscaping,
mulch, rock, edging, and
everything related to getting
your garden growing ...
Walmart, Fleet Farm, Ace
Hardware, and Home Depot
... ALL sell all these things in
their gardening centers AND they
participate in the Scrip program!
 So plant and grow your garden
      and grow a little free money
          for Saint Stephens at the
  same time! It’s a win-win
     for everyone! A little 
         green all around!
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THIS SUNDAY, MAY 6 - Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery; Sunday School;  
Coffee Hour following Worship 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Worship

NEW BOOK STUDY:  Wednesdays after worship -  7:00 PM in the Kuck Lounge
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - July 9-13 
BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY - June 3

UPCOMING EVENTS

Can you sponsor a Coffee Hour? Sign up on the 
kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Coffee Hour will continue 

during the summer months and all year long.

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
We are in need of sponsors to provide flowers on 
the altar for our Sunday worship services. Our flower 
calendar has LOTS of openings. Please call or sign up 
in the office to sponsor flowers. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
It’s the easiest way to give! Email Tina to get the easy 
peasy instructions so you can set it up. Everyone who 
has tried it thinks it’s great. Just set it and forget it!

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you 
NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of 
the most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any 
time, by request. Simply call Tina in the church office 
to get a copy.

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

At 5 PM Monday

Homemade Chicken Soup & Fresh Baked Bread 
Lettuce Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

May 20, 27 
June 10

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

May 27 
June 3, 17, 24

Coffee Hour 
May 20, 27 

June 3, 10, 17, 24

SAINT STEPHENS SWAG

Saint Stephens logo’d stainless mugs:  $20

Saint Stephens logo’d umbrellas:  $20

Saint Stephens logo’d pens:  FREE

Stop in the office to get your Saint Stephens logo’d 
merchandise. Practical stuff, great gifts, just plain cool.

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES FOR 2018
2018 contribution envelopes are now available in the 
office during normal business hours.

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING 
to use in place of cash!

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it.”    - Hebrews 13:2



SUNDAY, MAY 6  ... Sixth Sunday of Easter
- Rev. Kyle Carnes 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery Available, Sunday School, 
Coffee Hour to Follow  

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Terry Krueger. 
Flowers on the altar are in memory of Carol Saal on her birthday from  

Chris & Heidi Stevenson. 
Radio Ministry is in memory of Lenore Ehlert from Family & Friends. 

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Ushers Club. 
Nursery will be staffed by Sally Woller and Stephannie Pajtash. 

Ushers scheduled will be Les Sabatke, Arlo Berndt, Dennis Woller, Darryl Frick, 
Greg Heath, Michael Schroeder, and Gerald Oestreich. 

Hospitality Corps Greeters will be Kevin Golisch, Dave & Sue Pyan, Kent & 
Wendy Reinhardt, Marcus Reinhardt, Matthew Reinhardt, Luke & Jess Golisch, 

Ryan Golisch, Kayla Schulz, Jodi Golisch, and Justin Pyan.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MAY 7 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 6:00 Church & Ministry

TUESDAY, MAY 8 
 12:00 Staff Meeting 
 6:00 Visitation Meeting

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 7:00 Choir

THURSDAY, MAY 10 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, MAY 11 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 5:30 Merrill Aqua Jays Banquet 
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Know someone who is 
searching for a church 
home? Invite them to 

worship with us ... or to 
an event here at Saint 
Stephens. Reach out!


