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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

WHAT KIND OF WORK?

Church growth has been conversation for a very long time. Maybe even since the book of Acts. 
Or perhaps if Jesus really did say, “go and make disciples of all nations.” So perhaps, there’s 
always since been a conversation about church growth.

I can admit that it’s something that I think about regularly, but I also admit that I’m getting tired 
of it. Not that I think that the church shouldn’t grow, because I believe broadly that things that 
are healthy, grow … in some way or another. But healthy can look a lot of different ways. And, 
of course, not all stages of life and growth look the same. Some are less visible. Some are fun. 
Some involve pain. Some have unpleasant odors. (Let’s hear it for puberty before deodorant.)

But like I said, I think I’m getting tired of the growth conversation, because I’m not even sure that 
it’s the right thing to put energy into - even though I believe in it and think about it all the time.

So, what might be an alternative? I’m not sure. But I do think there’s work to be done. And I’m 
not sure we can do it, unless we have some idea of why we’re doing the work.

At our all-day Church Council retreat back in March we talked mostly about “why we do church.” 
And we came up with a lot of good things that we “get out of church.” And why we like it. Yet, 
the questions of why does church matter and why should anyone else care, were more difficult 
to answer.

Some of the Council mentioned that they appreciate my energy on Sunday mornings. And I can 
say that it’s not every Sunday that I begin the service with that energy, but I can tell you that there 
are few Sundays that I feel less energized than when I arrived. And there’s a specific reason for 
me that that’s true. It’s something that has been true for me from some of the early moments of 
feeling a call to ministry. There’s been a deep sense in me, ever since adolescence, that Church 
is something that has the possibility and potential to change the world for good. It has changed 
the world before, sometimes for good, sometimes for very bad.  But at the heart of why I do 
church is the belief that it has (we have) the potential and possibility to bring good and loving 
change to this world.

The first time I mentioned this belief outloud in a meeting, I was accused of being naive. And at 
that time I probably was, but thankfully, even now as I have seen, heard, experienced, and know 
The Church with some decent measure, that belief still remains. It’s been refined and trimmed, 
and reshaped, but the core belief has always remained.

I wonder how you experience church and what sense of possibility and potential accompanies 
that experience? If any …

I mention my reason for why I do church not to impose it on anyone else, but because I’ve 
learned that it will be true for me, nearly regardless of what others believe. I mention it because 
I wonder if you’ve ever thought of church as something that has power, possibility, and potential 
to bring real life-giving change to our world and that perhaps it’s our work to do?

When I read the gospels, I do not hear a Jesus that accepted the things as they were. In fact, I see 
Jesus challenging normative assumptions almost constantly. And he, being the spiritual master 
that he was, found a way to do it leading always with love. Was there judgment in him? Sure 
there was. Did he create discomfort? For sure. But in all things he led with love. It was a love 
that turned tables, healed bodies, transformed hearts, overturned religious norms, ignored social 
divisions but not the people, renewed the depths of traditions, and recognized the sacred in all 
humanity. Now, I don’t think this is a church growth strategy, but rather this is the work that I 
think the church is called to do because it’s what makes the church the healthiest. The United 
Church of Christ believes that Jesus is the sole head of the church. Can we imagine what church 
might be like, if we put these stories of love/Jesus at the head of all that we do as church? Can 
you imagine?

Blessings in Eastertide,

Kyle
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APRIL 18 CONCERT CANCELED
The Southern Gospel concert previously scheduled 
and noted on the April calendar for April 18 has been 
canceled, as one of the singers injured himself and 
needs surgery, so the group will not be available at that 
time. Please note that due to the concert cancelation, 
choir WILL now rehearse on Wednesday, April 18, at 
7:00 PM as previously scheduled. 

UNDER THE BRIDGE RESUMES
If you would like to help make or deliver sandwiches 
to the homeless living under the bridge in Wausau, we 
meet at approximately 3:00 PM every Wednesday in the 
kitchen at the church to prepare sandwiches. At 4:00 
PM we deliver 40-50 sandwiches and drinks. We also 
fill the need for clothes, especially socks. 

If you want to help us, please see me on Monday 
evenings at Dinner @ Five or call me at 715.722.0700. 
Thanks, 

 - Dave Raddenbach

PINE CREST
The April Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, April 26. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda 
Hass, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will 
lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the 
pianist.

Wausau Lyric Choir  
Spring Concert

The Wausau Lyric Choir will 
perform its Spring 2018 concert 

-- Songs of Faith, Hope and Love 
-- at First Presbyterian Church 

(406 Grant Street, downtown Wausau) on Saturday, 
April 28, at 7:30 PM and Sunday, April 29, at 3:00 PM.

There is no charge to attend the concert, but free will 
donations will be accepted. No-charge tickets are 
available from Choir members, at the Performing Arts 
Foundation (401 N. 4th Street, Wausau, 715.842.0988), 
and at the door. 

SOUND BOOTH AT 
SAINT STEPHENS?

Does Saint Stephens 
even have a sound 
booth? We’re still 
looking for a few 
more volunteers to 
help make our Audio/
Visual “Sound Booth” 

a reality so we can begin projecting during our worship 
services. 

Qualifications required:  A willingness to learn! 

Call the office and, once we get a group of volunteers 
identified, we’ll arrange a training session and set up a 
rotating schedule. We will need one person for each 
worship service. Once our volunteers are trained, we 
can begin projecting during our worship services! 

RADIO BROADCAST RESCHEDULED
The radio broadcast last Sunday was to be in memory 
of Lenore Ehlert from Family & Friends. As you know, 
worship was canceled Sunday due to the Winter Storm 
Warning and dangerous road conditions. As such, the 
sponsorship in memory of Lenore Ehlert has been 
moved to the radio broadcast for May 6.

7th & 8th GRADERS ... 

Due to worship (and thereby Faith Formation) being 
canceled last Sunday, we WILL have Faith Formation 
class THIS coming Sunday, April 22. See you all in class!

Wisconsin?

No. No 
Spring 

For You!
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ST. VINCENT de PAUL
Did you know that the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul helps local people in 
our community in their time of need ... 
to provide rent, utilities, clothing, and 
much more to those who have nowhere 
else to turn? 

In the St. Vincent de Paul Spring 2018 
newsletter, they shared actual instances 
of how they were able to respond and 
help locally:

“A young woman caring for a baby 
whose mother was in jail. Her power 
was disconnected and she slept in her 
car at night with the baby so that they 
could be warm.”

“A wife and a severely disabled 
husband who required dialysis were 
homeless with nowhere to go but their 
automobile.”

“A large family living in a trailer home 
with no electricity and no heat and 
without an adequate food supply.”

St. Vincent de Paul was able help these 
and others in our community because 
of your donations to the St. Vincent de 
Paul Thrift Store. “St. Vinny’s,” as many 
of us call it, appreciates your donations 
of gently used items. You can also help 
by providing financial support and 
prayers. 

NOT

GAME ON ...
This challenge is a good one for more than the kids! Adults, give it 
a go! 

Bonus points for those of you who can find all the Books of the 
Bible in this puzzle WITHOUT using your Bible to help find all the 
names! 

GOT THE NEVER-ENDING WINTER BLUES?
Here are some tried and true remedies for beating the winter blues and blahs ... Visit a friend. In person. Really 
relax and take the time to catch up. Have a Marathon board game with your kids or grandkids. Paint or color a 
picture. No really. Whatever your age or level of talent. Get creative and crafty. Crank up your favorite music! 
Blast the blues away. Play your favorite instrument or just the radio. If you can, get up and have a dance party!
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
God Loves Complainers

The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard the 
complaining of the Israelites; say to them, “At twilight 
you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have 
your fill of bread.’” - Exodus 16:11-12

Sometimes I want to give God parenting lessons.

Newly liberated from Egypt, the children of Israel 
soon complained about being in the wilderness. God 
responds like their personal waiter, delivering bread, 
quail and water.

That’s no way to raise responsible, self-sufficient people. 
I don’t give in whenever my kids complain. I’m more 

likely to lecture, point out how fortunate they are and 
how little they have to complain about! In other words, 
I complain. 

Likewise, if we complain about the complaining Israelites, 
we send the message that complaint has no place in 
the life of faith. Aren’t faithful people supposed to be 
grateful and serene even when the chips are down? Not 
in the Bible.

In scripture, God is altogether fond of people who sing 
the blues when they are in a tight spot. The Book of 
Psalms, for example, often testifies to human suffering 
and calls on God to act. Job dumps his bucket with a 
dissertation of complaints against God’s mismanagement 
of the universe. From the cross, Jesus cried, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?”

The miracle of the manna story is not the manna. The 
miracle is God heard the complaining of the Israelites 
in the wilderness and did not complain in return. God 
heard and God delivered.

Prayer

Lord, there is no shortage of things to lament about in 
this world. Because I trust that you are listening, here are 
my top ten: (name your complaints, breathe, and know 
that God is on the move). Amen.

By Matthew Laney

FOOD FOR KIDS - DONATIONS NEEDED
Funds to purchase food for the Food For Kids program Saint Stephens adopted nearly a 
year ago are running low. This isn’t something we budget for. We must raise all the funds 
required to purchase funds for this program, and now we need funds to complete the 
2017-2018 academic year. You can help!

How, you ask? Let us count the ways ...

1. Talk to your employer to see if they would become a one-time or sustaining sponsor to 
help maintain or grow this program in our community.

2. If you belong to a group or organization, ask that organization to make a donation (either one time or regularly) 
to help feed kids in our community.

3. Create and run a fundraiser for this worthy cause, with all proceeds going to Food For Kids. You can do this 
yourself, with a group of friends or family, or as part of a larger organization. Get creative!

4. Make a donation to Food For Kids. Make your check payable to:  Food for Kids and drop it  into the collection 
plate or drop it off or mail it to the church office.

MUSICAL SERVICE ON APRIL 29
Mark your calendar to attend worship next Sunday, 
April 29, when we will have a beautiful musical service 
with instrumentalists and special music. Please join us 
and invite your friends. 
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 
AM worship service. Feel free to bring your 
little ones ages 0 - 2 to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care 
for them during the service. (If you have 
not already done so, please complete an enrollment 
form for your child.)

7th & 8th GRADERS ... 

Due to worship (and thereby Faith Formation) being 
canceled last Sunday, we WILL have Faith Formation 
class THIS coming Sunday, April 22. See you all in class!

7th & 8th Grade
Faith Formation

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

Sunday School children welcome at 9:00 AM Sunday 
morning! Parents, please take your children to their 
classrooms before service.

CONFIRMATION 2017-2018 
Offering envelopes for the confirmation class students 
are in the office on the counter labeled with your name. 
Please stop in and pick up your box. 

SCRIP ... FOR SPRINGTIME
Rakes and hoes and seeds ... Oh my!
Seedlings and flower pots and baskets of flowers,
Trowels and gadgets and stuff to plant.
What are the things that you will buy?

Where will you shop when it’s time to seed?
Home Depot or Fleet Farm or Walmart?
Be sure to look around and you will find, 
All the things that you will need!

Maybe it’s time for a brand new grill,
Or patio furniture, coolers, and camping stuff.
Warm weather is just around the corner, 
Oh, all the ways your cart you’ll fill!

No matter what it is you decide to do,
There’s just one thing you can’t forget ...
To buy Scrip here from the church,
And earn FREE money for Saint Stephens, too!

Camp Moose on the Loose! 
Mark your calendars for

Vacation Bible School 2018
July 9 - 13

NURSERY HELPERS WANTED
Have you ever thought of helping out in 
the nursery? If you love to snuggle on those 
little ones and can pass a background check, 
we’d love to have your help in nursery once 
or twice each month. Please contact Sally 
Woller at 715.921.2405 or call the church 
office at 715.536.7322.
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THIS SUNDAY, APRIL 22 - Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery; Sunday School;  
Coffee Hour following Worship 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  6:00 PM Worship
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - July 9-13

UPCOMING EVENTS

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
We are in need of sponsors to provide flowers on 
the altar for our Sunday worship services. Our flower 
calendar has LOTS of openings. Please call or sign up 
in the office to sponsor flowers. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
It’s the easiest way to give! Email Tina to get the easy 
peasy instructions so you can set it up. Everyone who 
has tried it thinks it’s great. Just set it and forget it!

Remember ...

SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING 
to use in place 

of cash!

APRIL SHOWERS BRING ...
SAINT STEPHENS UMBRELLAS

Get yours while you still can! Big and roomy, imprinted 
with your favorite church’s logo, and still only $20 each. 
BUT we only have nine of them available. Stop in the 
office to buy yours during office hours.

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES FOR 2018
2018 contribution envelopes are now available in the 
office during normal business hours.

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, April 19, 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Mom’s Goulash, Green Salad & Ranch Dressing, 
Dinner Rolls, Desserts, Milk, Coffee & Water
Sponsored by:  Christ United Methodist and 

Wildwood Chapel 

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING 
to use in place of cash!
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of 
the most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any 
time, by request. Simply call Tina in the church office 
to get a copy.

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

At 5 PM Monday

Hamburger Noodle Casserole 
Peas ~ Lettuce Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

May 20, 27 
June 10, 24

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

May 20, 27 
June 3, 17, 24

Coffee Hour 
May 6, 13, 20, 27 
June 3, 10, 17, 24

EVER WISH YOU HAD A YETI?
Yeti coolers and yeti insulated or 
stainless mugs are all the rage for 
keeping your favorite beverages 
ice cold. They’re also a little 
pricey. What if you could get that 
same super cold power (or super 
hot for hot beverages) packaged 
in a mug that was only $20 AND 
also sports the name and logo of 
your favorite church? You can! 
Stop in the office to purchase one 
of our limited edition Saint Stephens logo’d stainless 
mugs during office hours.

Can you sponsor a Coffee Hour?
Sign up on the kiosk
in the Kuck Lounge.

KEYS FOUND IN PARKING LOT
If you lost keys at church, please 
contact the office to identify and 
claim.

CAN YOU HELP DELIVER MEALS AND SMILES?
The Aging & Disability Resource Center needs 
people to deliver hot meals and bright smiles to older, 
homebound adults throughout Lincoln County. Routes 
are Monday through Friday and typically take about an 
hour. Mileage reimbursement is given at $.54 per mile.
You can make a difference!



SUNDAY, APRIL 22  ... Fourth Sunday of Easter
- Rev. Kyle Carnes 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery Available, Sunday School, 
7th & 8th Grade Faith Formation Class, Coffee Hour to Follow  

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir. 
Flowers on the altar are in honor of Bernice Perry’s 94th birthday on April 19, 

Love Tonia & Mike Hoffman. 
Radio Ministry is in honor of Evelyn Bjorklund’s birthday from the Bjorklund and 

Myszka Families. 
Coffee Hour is sponsored by Renee Williams, Kris Smith, and Jennifer Oestreich. 

Nursery will be staffed by Bonnie Koelsch, Beth Badeau, and Sally Woller. 
Ushers scheduled are George Dintelman, Mark Woller, Corey Dornbrack, Carl 

Dornbrack, Randy Perry, Clint Golisch, David Golisch, and Virgil Baumgart. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters scheduled are Carl & Kathy Hass, Beth Houle, Cliff 
Williams, Jean & Bob Hoeft, Kris Smith, Jennifer Oestreich, and Jennifer Porath.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, APRIL 23 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, APRIL 24 
 1:00 Scholarship Committee 
           Meeting

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 7:00 Choir

THURSDAY, APRIL 26 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:30 Girl Scout Troop 7075 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, APRIL 27 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Know someone who is searching 
for a church home? Invite them to 
worship with us ... or to an event 
here at Saint Stephens. Reach out!


