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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

MY ANNUAL ASKING “WHAT NOW?”

It has become a pattern of mine to get through Lent, Holy Week, and Easter and to ask what 
now? Many years, by this point Spring has already arrived, and we’ve already turned outdoors 
and have started looking towards warmer weather and anticipating summer fun. Certainly the 
yearning is there, however, with Easter being early in the calendar and winter holding on tight, it 
just feels different this year.

So, what do we do now that Easter has happened? We’ve come through the darkness and rhythm 
of Lent, when many in our congregation made extra effort to come to dinner and worship and 
to help make and serve dinner. Thank you to Nancy Porath for her “chefery” and Tyler Drake 
for his leadership around serving dinner. Thank you to Kristine Bowe and Terry Krueger for their 
supporting roles in making sure the Fellowship Hall was set up and cleaned.

But what do we do now? We’ve had the celebration Easter morning, and at 9:00 AM in particular, 
it was quite the celebration. We’ve had the second Sunday of Easter when the pastor takes the 
annual Easter vacation, and the guest preacher has preached (thank you, Rev. Pat Tucker!). And 
yet, we haven’t really gotten into the over-scheduled spring craziness yet. Work isn’t trying to 
prep for the summer yet, children and grandchildren are not having year-end celebrations or 
graduations, yet.

And yet, this is the beginning of when we begin to check out of church until September, minus a 
little rush for Mother’s Day. Now, I don’t say this to add guilt, but I do say it to bring awareness.

Did you know that, as a congregation (and as church people generally), this time of year is the 
beginning of the great exodus until the fall? Statistically, we church-going Americans say that it’s 
simply because of the schedule that we would attend more, but don’t.

What if we were to simply notice our own patterns of investing in our own spiritual health? This 
may involve church, it might not. 

What if we became more conscious of the ways in which we move towards or further from the 
church community? And not for the purpose of obligation, but for becoming more aware of what 
you get from being in church and what you don’t.

In full disclosure, I’m not asking for us to notice our own spiritual health for the sake of higher 
church attendance, largely because I’m not convinced it would result in that anyways. Even if we 
notice that we feel more energized, enthused, connected, hopeful, and loved, it doesn’t mean 
that we’re going to choose to move towards those things. We are just as likely to resist the good 
as we are to resist the bad … sometimes more so.

And yet, what if we took this in between, pre-spring time, to take the time to simply notice where 
we are. In my own life, Jamie and I were just talking the other day about what it might be like 
to go back to the Sabbath boxes from last Lent, and attempt to rekindle some of those efforts to 
stop, separate, and set aside intentional time - to play, to share meals, to be with the kids, to be 
outside (soon).

Before we allow ourselves to be carried away by the spring-schedule-tsunami, what do we notice 
about this time? This time, when Easter Sunday is passed, but we are still in the season of Easter, 
what does new life look like in our own lives? Might we make the space for church one hour of 
the week? Could we still create a new Easter tradition? Where do we resist the stories of grace 
and resurrection? Where do we fail to resist the forces that tell stories of despair and separation? 

Whatever you happen to notice in your own life, hopefully you will find something that you’re 
seeking through this church community. And if you’re not, ask. Who knows what we might 
come up with together. 

P.S. Both the process to secure a consultant for our Capital Campaign and our Associate Minister 
search process are moving ahead and coming to important junctures. Your prayers for your 
Church Council and Search Committee are greatly appreciated.

Blessings,

Kyle
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No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

Remember ...

SCRIP costs you NOTHING 
to use in place of cash!

WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP
Wednesday evening worship will resume at 6:00 PM this 
Wednesday, April 11, and continue each Wednesday 
evening at 6:00 PM.

APRIL 18 CONCERT CANCELED
The Southern Gospel concert previously scheduled 
and noted on the April calendar for April 18 has been 
canceled, as one of the singers injured himself and 
needs surgery, so the group will not be available at that 
time. Please note that due to the concert cancelation, 
choir WILL now rehearse on Wednesday, April 18, at 
7:00 PM as previously scheduled. 

CHOIR SCHEDULE CLARIFIED
There have been a few changes to the choir schedule 
from the way it was printed on the April calendar. Please 
note the following updates:
 April 11 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
 April 18 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
 April 25 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

FROZEN FLOWERS
Thank you to the ushers and hospitality corps members 
who were kind enough to run to the store to replace 
the flowers for the altar on Sunday, March 25, when 
the ushers discovered the lovely flowers originally 
purchased had frozen in the refrigerator for some 
unknown reason. While they weren’t the blooms 
originally selected, we are thankful that there were still 
flowers on the altar that day in memory of Peter, an 
organ donor who gave the gift of life, as this was so very 
important to the sponsoring family.

A NEW ARRIVAL!
Congratulations to Bryant and Kristin Natzke on the 
birth of baby boy, Brady Bryant Natzke, born April 6, 
2018. Welcome to the world, Brady!

UNDER THE BRIDGE RESUMES
If you would like to help make or deliver sandwiches 
to the homeless living under the bridge in Wausau, we 
meet at approximately 3:00 PM every Wednesday in the 
kitchen at the church to prepare sandwiches. At 4:00 
PM we deliver 40-50 sandwiches and drinks. We also 
fill the need for clothes, especially socks. 

If you want to help us, please see me on Monday 
evenings at Dinner @ Five or call me at 715.722.0700. 
Thanks, 

 - Dave Raddenbach

PINE CREST
The April Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, April 26. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda 
Hass, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will 
lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the 
pianist.

Wausau Lyric Choir  
Spring Concert

The Wausau Lyric Choir will 
perform its Spring 2018 concert 

-- Songs of Faith, Hope and Love 
-- at First Presbyterian Church 

(406 Grant Street, downtown Wausau) on Saturday, 
April 28, at 7:30 PM and Sunday, April 29, at 3:00 PM.

There is no charge to attend the concert, but free will 
donations will be accepted. No-charge tickets are 
available from Choir members, at the Performing Arts 
Foundation (401 N. 4th Street, Wausau, 715.842.0988), 
and at the door. 
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EASTER FLOWERS
Thank you to everyone who brought flowers to beautify our worship space on Easter Sunday. Many of the flowers 
were in memory or in honor of a loved one, as follows:

- In memory of William & Lauretta Zemke from Dan & Patsy Pick

- In memory of Laura Ann Kunkel from Mike & Sue Kunkel

- In memory of Great Grandpa, Leo Fehlberg, from Amara & Leo Lazare and Lilly Kunkel

- In memory of our parents, Ray & Betty Herdt, from Wendel & Debbie Mathis and Family, Brian & Terri Haufe 
and Family, and Todd Herdt

- In memory of our grandparents, Marvin & Verna Koehler and John & Mary Herdt, from Wendel & Debbie Mathis 
and Family, Brian & Terri Haufe and Family, and Todd Herdt

- In memory of Bill & Marie Knispel and Melv & Elaine Alft, and Terry Alft from Judy Alft

- In memory of loved ones and in thanks for all the blessings we receive, from Pat Schulz and Gary Sholund, Sr.

- In memory of Loretta, Edward, and Dillon Cannon from Lorri, Leroy, and Dusty Vandre

- In memory of Dan Catlin from his family

- In memory of loved ones from Harriet Henrich 

- In memory of Bill & Dorothy Hommerding from Joel & Sue Wendt

- In memory of loved ones from Jeff & Sue Kraft

ST. VINCENT de PAUL
Did you know that the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
helps local people in our community in their time of 
need ... to provide rent, utilities, clothing, and much 
more to those who have nowhere else to turn? 

In the St. Vincent de Paul Spring 2018 newsletter, they 
shared actual instances of how they were able to 
respond and help locally:

“A young woman caring for a baby whose mother was 
in jail. Her power was disconnected and she slept in her 
car at night with the baby so that they could be warm.”

“A wife and a severely disabled husband who required 
dialysis were homeless with nowhere to go but their 
automobile.”

“A large family living in a trailer home with no electricity and no heat and without an adequate food supply.”

St. Vincent de Paul was able help these and others in our community because of your donations to the St. Vincent 
de Paul Thrift Store. “St. Vinny’s,” as many of us call it, appreciates your donations of gently used items. You can 
also help by providing financial support and prayers. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHENS!
Are you a frequent visitor to St. Stephens? Thinking of 
joining? Want to get our newsletter mailed or emailed to 
you? Would you like contribution envelopes? Looking 
for opportunities to get involved or volunteer? There 
are lots of opportunities to meet new people and get 
involved! Join us for any of our upcoming events. For 
any of the above, call the church office!  715.536.7322
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Take a Dip

“Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, ‘Very truly, I 
tell you, one of you will betray me.’ The disciples looked 
at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking . . . 
Simon Peter motioned to John to ask Jesus of whom he 
was speaking. So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked 
him, ‘Lord, who is it?’ Jesus answered, ‘It is the one to 
whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it 
in the dish.’” - John 13:21-26a

I remember the feeling when the principal came into my 
classroom. In the moment between the door opening 
and the announcement of who she wanted to see, we 

students examined our consciences with the fervor of 
medieval monks.

Most, I would wager, found some reason to believe the 
name called would be their own. I know I did.

Jesus uses a similar strategy. He declares that someone is 
in trouble and waits an excruciating five verses to reveal 
who.

The disciples shift in their seats and replay the last 24 
hours in their heads. Peter is too nervous to ask. He 
makes John do it. Jesus draws it out further by dipping 
the bread and looking meaningfully at each one.

Perhaps it’s not by accident. Over those five verses the 
twelve realize something about themselves. It could 
have been them.

And maybe the reader, too, imagines Jesus’ hand 
outstretched and offering bread.

If we dive deep into Christianity, we must eventually 
take a dip in that dish. I must recognize the possibility of 
betrayal within myself, and allow that recognition to free 
me. Free me from judgment of others. Free me for the 
grace Jesus extends, hand outstretched.

Prayer

Forgiving One, a moment’s pause reminds me of my 
need for grace. Amen.

By Vince Amlin

FOOD FOR KIDS - DONATIONS NEEDED
Funds to purchase food for the Food For Kids program Saint Stephens adopted nearly a 
year ago are running low. This isn’t something we budget for. We must raise all the funds 
required to purchase funds for this program, and now we need funds to complete the 
2017-2018 academic year. You can help!

How, you ask? Let us count the ways ...

1. Talk to your employer to see if they would become a one-time or sustaining sponsor to 
help maintain or grow this program in our community.

2. If you belong to a group or organization, ask that organization to make a donation (either one time or regularly) 
to help feed kids in our community.

3. Create and run a fundraiser for this worthy cause, with all proceeds going to Food For Kids. You can do this 
yourself, with a group of friends or family, or as part of a larger organization. Get creative!

4. Make a donation to Food For Kids. Make your check payable to:  Food for Kids and drop it  into the collection 
plate or drop it off or mail it to the church office.

Regular & Potato Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, April 15:  9:00 AM - 1:00 PM   ~    Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street 

Adults:  $7.00     Children Age 6-10:  $3.50     Children Under Age 5:  Free
Open to the Public   ~   Proceeds will go to Charity
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials 
 $100.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Dan & Patsy Pick
 $20.00 in memory of our niece, Lisa Berndt Fischer, from Gary & Jill Mosser
 $20.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Charmaine Storm
 $75.00 in memory of Ray Herdt from Wendel & Debbie Mathis and Family; Brian & Terri Haufe and Family;
   and Todd Herdt
 $10.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Joan Lukes
 $20.00 in memory of Shari Guenther on Easter, with love from Mom, Bernice Perry, and sister, Tania & 
  Mike Hoffman
 $40.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Mary Jo & Mike Messerschmidt and Polly & Ed Endres
 $50.00 in memory of my mother, Edna Kraft, who had an April birthday, from Luette Sundberg
 $200.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Family & Friends
 $20.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Phil & Carol Krause
 $25.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Dennis & Ione Koehler
 $20.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Gloria & Robert Woller
 $50.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Robert Van Ert

Organ
 $25.00 in memory of Sandy Zettler at Easter from Rick & Kristy Neumann and Alex
 $225.00 from the Easter Breakfast Gang from Easter breakfast profits
 $20.00 in memory of Kathy Lau from Dennis & Ione Koehler
 $200.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Family & Friends
 $10.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Kathy Case

Radio
 $190.00 in memory or Rueben & Dorothy Koehler from Dennis & Ione Koehler

New Roof
 $40.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from William & Joanne Wengeler
 $10.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Dennis & Sharon Woller
 $25.00 in memory of Lloyd Buck, Sr., for Easter from Ruth Buck
 $10.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Sandra & Bill Beaudry 
 $5.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Irma Stine
 $10.00 in memory of Randel Bellin from Lois Latzig
 $10.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from JoAnn & David Sauer
 $200.00 in memory of Lisa Berndt Fischer from Family & Friends
 $50.00 in memory of husband, Larry Schiller, for his birthday from Janice Schiller

SPECIAL GIFTS

SOUND BOOTH AT SAINT STEPHENS?
Does Saint Stephens even have a sound booth? We’re still looking for a few 
more volunteers to help make our Audio/Visual “Sound Booth” a reality so we 
can begin projecting during our worship services. 

Qualifications required:  A willingness to learn! 

Call the office and, once we get a group of volunteers identified, we’ll arrange 
a training session and set up a rotating schedule. We will need one person for 
each worship service. Once our volunteers are trained, we can begin projecting 
during our worship services! 
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Coloring Page
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 
AM worship service. Feel free to bring your 
little ones ages 0 - 2 to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care 
for them during the service. (If you have 
not already done so, please complete an enrollment 
form for your child.)

7th & 8th GRADERS ... 

See you in Faith Formation class this Sunday,  April 15, 
at 9:00 AM. What will we talk about this week? How 
can you contribute to the discussion? Come & find out!

7th & 8th Grade
Faith Formation

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

Sunday School children welcome at 9:00 AM Sunday 
morning! Parents, please take your children to their 
classrooms before service.

CONFIRMATION 2017-2018 
Offering envelopes for the confirmation class students 
are in the office on the counter labeled with your name. 
Please stop in and pick up your box. 

SCRIP ... FOR SPRINGTIME
Rakes and hoes and seeds ... Oh my!
Seedlings and flower pots and baskets of flowers,
Trowels and gadgets and stuff to plant.
What are the things that you will buy?

Where will you shop when it’s time to seed?
Home Depot or Fleet Farm or Walmart?
Be sure to look around and you will find, 
All the things that you will need!

Maybe it’s time for a brand new grill,
Or patio furniture, coolers, and camping stuff.
Warm weather is just around the corner, 
Oh, all the ways your cart you’ll fill!

No matter what it is you decide to do,
There’s just one thing you can’t forget ...
To buy Scrip here from the church,
And earn FREE money for Saint Stephens, too!

Camp Moose on the Loose! 
Mark your calendars for

Vacation Bible School 2018
July 9 - 13

NURSERY HELPERS WANTED
Have you ever thought of helping out in 
the nursery? If you love to snuggle on those 
little ones and can pass a background check, 
we’d love to have your help in nursery once 
or twice each month. Please contact Sally 
Woller at 715.921.2405 or call the church 
office at 715.536.7322.
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THIS SUNDAY, APRIL 15 - Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery; Sunday School;  
Coffee Hour following Worship 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY BEGINNING WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11:  6:00 PM Worship Resumes

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - July 9-13

UPCOMING EVENTS

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
We are in need of sponsors to provide flowers on 
the altar for our Sunday worship services. Our flower 
calendar has LOTS of openings. Please call or sign up 
in the office to sponsor flowers. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
It’s the easiest way to give! Email Tina to get the easy 
peasy instructions so you can set it up. Everyone who 
has tried it thinks it’s great. Just set it and forget it!

Remember ...

SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING 
to use in place 

of cash!

APRIL SHOWERS BRING ...
SAINT STEPHENS UMBRELLAS

Get yours while you still can! Big and roomy, imprinted 
with your favorite church’s logo, and still only $20 each. 
BUT we only have nine of them available. Stop in the 
office to buy yours during office hours.

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES FOR 2018
2018 contribution envelopes are now available in the 
office during normal business hours.

Food Pantry 
Donations for this month

totaled 135 pounds!
Thanks to everyone who 
helps support our local 

Food Pantry!

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, April 19, 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Mom’s Goulash, Green Salad & Ranch Dressing, 
Dinner Rolls, Desserts, Milk, Coffee & Water
Sponsored by:  Christ United Methodist and 

Wildwood Chapel 



April 10, 2018
Page 9THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of 
the most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any 
time, by request. Simply call Tina in the church office 
to get a copy.

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3

At 5 PM Monday

Sweet & Sour Chicken over Rice 
Kernel Corn ~ Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

April 15 
May 20, 27

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
May 6, 20, 27 
June 3, 17, 24

Coffee Hour 
April 15 

May 6, 13, 20, 27

EVER WISH YOU HAD A YETI?
Yeti coolers and yeti insulated or 
stainless mugs are all the rage for 
keeping your favorite beverages 
ice cold. They’re also a little 
pricey. What if you could get that 
same super cold power (or super 
hot for hot beverages) packaged 
in a mug that was only $20 AND 
also sports the name and logo of 
your favorite church? You can! 
Stop in the office to purchase one 
of our limited edition Saint Stephens logo’d stainless 
mugs during office hours.

Can you sponsor a Coffee Hour?
Sign up on the kiosk
in the Kuck Lounge.

KEYS FOUND IN PARKING LOT
If you lost keys at church, please 
contact the office to identify and 
claim.

CAN YOU HELP DELIVER MEALS AND SMILES?
The Aging & Disability Resource Center needs 
people to deliver hot meals and bright smiles to older, 
homebound adults throughout Lincoln County. Routes 
are Monday through Friday and typically take about an 
hour. Mileage reimbursement is given at $.54 per mile.
You can make a difference!



SUNDAY, APRIL 15  ... Third Sunday of Easter
- Rev. Kyle Carnes 

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery Available, Sunday School, 
Faith Formation Class, Coffee Hour to Follow  

Musicians are Marlene Krueger and Michelle Tlusty. 
Flowers on the altar are unsponsored at the time of printing. 

Radio Ministry is in memory of Lenore Ehlert from Family & Friends. 
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 

Nursery will be staffed by Michelle Roberge, Darcia Hopp, and Sally Woller. 
Ushers scheduled are Dave Schwartzman, Bill Wengeler, Phil Knospe, Tom Seidel, 

Nancy Seidel, Charles Reinhardt, and Ray Schwartz. 
Hospitality Corps Greeters scheduled are Kristine Bowe, Scott Wallace, Chris 

Stamm, Mary Stamm, Tim Anderson, Kathy Anderson, and Dean Bowe.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, APRIL 16 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 6:00 Monday Teacher School

TUESDAY, APRIL 17 
 10:00 Merrill District Meeting 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:30 Ushers Meeting

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 7:00 Choir

THURSDAY, APRIL 19 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, APRIL 20 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Know someone who is searching 
for a church home? Invite them to 
worship with us ... or to an event 
here at Saint Stephens. Reach out!


