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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

CONVERSATIONS

One of the things that I write and preach about with some regularity is the need for having fruitful 
conversations about things that matter, and in my opinion, our culture’s serious difficulties with 
them. So, here’s another attempt to have another conversation ...

As we continue to grieve and mourn the loss of more children in our country at the hands of a 
another child - yes, even at 19 years of age - our conversation seems to fall into the same circular 
patterns, the usual suspects, with the usual rants and positions, and in their wisdom Congress 
falls into theirs by deciding to spend time yesterday proposing that Tide make their laundry pods 
less appetizing … because that must be the reason teenagers are eating them …

Here’s where I’m at:  I find it difficult to talk about guns. Not that I can’t get the words out, 
although that sometimes also happens, but as a subject, the conversation seems almost always 
to stalemate through a wide range of assumptions that often begin with an assumption around 
political or social leanings.

One assumption that gets made based upon my assumed positions, is that if I bring up guns at a 
time like this (immediately following a mass shooting) is that I simply don’t like guns.

So, here’s my honest relationship with guns:  I like guns. I don’t own any guns, so of course 
the immediate assumption is that if I really liked them, I’d own them. But like so many things, 
there are many reasons to own or not to own a gun. Also, I’m not scared of guns. On the many 
occasions when I’ve fired my friends’ guns, I’ve enjoyed it, and I’m actually a decent shot for 
not owning one myself. So, I’m not afraid of guns and I’m not afraid of people who own guns. 
Also, I think the constitution is a brilliant document, and of course, as anything human made, it 
has needed to be amended throughout our country’s experimental life, but it is the basis of our 
law and our freedom, and I respect it as such - First and Second Amendments included. Even 
though my personal favorite is the 21st, yet for the progress of our great nation-state, the two 
most important are arguably the 13th and 19th.  

But, in any case, I broadly don’t have a problem with guns.  

So, I wonder again, how are we supposed to talk about them? My experience is that if I bring up 
guns, somebody will also assume that I’m blaming mass shootings on the guns themselves, as 
though I misunderstand agency and physics which both require a person to pull the trigger. I’m 
not confused about that.

So, I wonder again, how are we supposed to talk about guns, because I’d like to …

There is not space here to go into the multi-layered reality that surrounds guns in the United 
States, and there’s so much more that likely needs to be said in the conversation. But I wanted 
to start the conversation again, prayerfully hoping that other conversations might start, where 
each of us begin with an awareness of the assumptions we bring to the conversation. However 
we parse out our current situation as a culture and country, as I said on Sunday, I believe we 
aren’t well. And our inability to have conversations about things that matter without high levels 
of reactivity is one more symptom of how we aren’t well. 

One of the least acknowledged examples that Jesus leaves for us, is the example of the non-
reactive interaction with people who disagree with him. Jesus responds from a place of deep 
compassion, hope, and even playfulness. Playfulness might sound like the wrong approach 
when it comes to matters of life and death, but our seriousness betrays our anxiety far more 
often than it betrays our convictions. So, in addition to compassion and hope, the next time you 
find yourself in anxious conversation, see if you can’t transform your seriousness into playfulness, 
and see what happens. Your conversation partner might just become a little more willing to hear 
what you have to say than they were before, and you to hear them. And isn’t that the point of a 
conversation? There’s plenty of work to be done, so let’s do it together.

Blessings for our life that we share,

Kyle
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Some of it is Your Fault

“While I kept silence, my body wasted away through 
my groaning all day long... my strength was dried up as 
by the heat of summer. Then I acknowledged my sin to 
you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess 
my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the guilt 
of my sin.” - Psalm 32:3-5

There is so much wrong with the world, and some of it 
is your fault.

The earth is collapsing under the weight of so many of 
us using up everything we want as fast as we want, and 

you just drank a cup of coffee from a disposable cup. 
People are really actually starving right in your town and 
you continue to buy groceries for your own family as if 
this were not happening. Governments are overtaken 
by thugs and you are too busy or cynical to vote.

There is so much wrong, and some of it really is your 
fault. The curse of being human is knowing this. The 
blessing of being human is having a choice about how 
to respond to this knowledge.

You can pull the covers over your head, groan softly 
and gradually waste away from the helpless, enervating 
guilt of it all. Or you can start here. Roll out of your bed 
and kneel beside it. Open your mouth not to groan, for 
once, but to speak out loud. Tell your fault to the Holy 
One so that it no longer weighs you down, no longer 
weakens your body and soul, no longer keeps you 
trapped in the prison of your own making. Remember 
that while some of it is your fault, not all of it is. Then 
stand up. There is so much wrong with the world, and 
you have work to do.

Prayer

Oh Most High, Help me speak and then to move from 
confession to action. Amen.

By Jennifer Brownell

Dear Members,

I wanted to give you an update on the Capital Campaign. When we took the vote on Jan. 14, we voted to move 
forward by hiring a professional capital fundraising firm. With several new Council members on board, I called 
a special meeting to gain further knowledge and understanding of what that firm would be providing us for the 
$50,000 fundraising fee. We have also taken into account the many of you who have expressed concern about the 
$50,000 price tag and want to honor those concerns. While we still maintain our commitment to seek professional 
guidance through this important project in the life of our congregation, the Council felt compelled to perform more 
due diligence on this very important matter. Upon careful and diligent analysis of the proposal, we have decided 
to pursue other potential consulting options to help us achieve our fundraising goals.

We will be reviewing new proposals from two other firms still this month. We understand and embrace the 
urgency of this situation. We will do everything necessary to choose the right path for Saint Stephens. 

Please know that once Council has reviewed the proposals and identified a recommended course of action, we 
will once again call a special meeting of the congregation so that this recommended course of action can be put 
to a new vote before we commit to taking any action.

Please feel free to reach out to me or any Council member with any questions you might have. We are all in this 
together as one!
         Sincerely,
         Kent Reinhardt
         2018 Council President

Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products will send a percentage of your purchase 
of $100 or more by cash or check to Saint Stephens as a part of the Scrip program. Miller Furniture also 

participates in the Scrip program in this same manner. Just tell whichever store you are shopping at that you 
belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 
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Mark your calendar for ...
Bow The Knee, an Easter musical

Be uplifted by the music
Be transformed by the message

Presentations at:
Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, 

903 E 2nd Street, Merrill
Saturday, March 17, at 7:00 PM
Sunday, March 18, at 2:30 PM

Zion Lutheran Church, 
E7195 Star Rd, Aniwa (Easton)

Saturday, March 24, at 7:00 PM
Sunday, March 25, at 2:30 PM

Remember ...

SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING 
to use in place 

of cash!

         WE     OUR VOLUNTEERS!

Volunteer Appreciation Night was a great evening of wine and hors d’oeuvres, laughter and conversation, good 
food and great company. It was a wonderful way to celebrate all of our volunteers. We appreciate each of you so 
very much! We hope that if you were unable to attend this year, you will still know how much you are loved and 
appreciated and will join us next year, as we hope this will be an annual event. 

At this year’s Volunteer Appreciation Night, the Faith Award was given. The winner of this year’s award was 
actually nominated by Bill Storm, shortly before his death. Rev. Carnes presented the award to Dan Pick. Thank 
you, Dan, for all you do! And to all of you who help in so many ways ... thank YOU, too!

- Kyle, Mary Pat, Tina, Kelly, Jason, Darlene, Jim, & Marlene
The Staff at Saint Stephens

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.
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LOST AND FOUND/DISHES 
TO BE PICKED UP
Our Lost and Found items and 
Dishes to be picked up are 
now located on a cart up in 
the coat closet. Please take a 
peek before or after worship 
and claim any items that are 
yours. We will donate any 
remaining, unclaimed items in 
a few weeks. 

We also found keys in the parking lot. Stop in the office 
during office hours to identify and claim them if you 
are missing keys. (Note:  One is a fob with an electronic 
opener.)

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS
Join us Wednesday evenings beginning at 5:00 PM for a 
Lenten soup supper in the Fellowship Hall followed by 
worship at 6:30 PM. 

February 21 - Chicken Noodle soup and Southwest 
  Pork Chili
February 28 -  Chicken Noodle and Taco soups
March 7 -  Chicken Noodle and Broccoli Cheese 
  soups
March 14 -  Chicken Noodle and Stuffed Pepper 
  soups
March 21 -  Chicken Noodle and Loaded Baked 
  Potato soups
March 29 -  Chicken Noodle soup and Chili

2018 LENTEN SERVICE USHER SCHEDULE
 Date    10:00 AM Ushers  6:30 PM Ushers Team
Wednesday, February 21  Dave S., Jerry O.  Team 3 - Dave Schwartzman
Wednesday, February 28  Dave S., Jerry O.  Team 4 - George Dintelman
Wednesday, March 7   Dave S., Jerry O.  Team 1 - Les Sabatke
Wednesday, March 14   Dave S., Jerry O.  Team 2 - Lloyd Buck, Jr.
Wednesday, March 21   Dave S., Jerry O.  Team 3 - Dave Schwartzman
Thursday, March 29   Dave S., Jerry O.  Team 4 - George Dintelman
Friday, March 30 Good Friday - 7:24 Tenebrae Service*  Clint Golisch* 
Sunday, April 1  Easter Sunday 6:30 AM Sunrise Service* Ushers Needed
     9:00 AM Service  Team 1 - Les Sabatke
     10:30 AM Service  Ushers Needed
*Ushers needed for 7:24 PM Good Friday Service, 6:30 AM Easter Sunrise Service, and 10:30 AM Easter Service.

(Sign-up sheet will be posted at the ushers’ station in the narthex.)

BOOK STUDY FOR LENT
A new book study began 
February 14 immediately 
following evening worship in 
the Kuck Lounge. Still want to 
join? Call the office! We will 
read The Bible Tells Me So by 
Peter Enns. It’s about how “to 
see beyond restrictive doctrine 
and learn to embrace God’s 
Word as it is actually written.” 
We have received a new supply 
of books, so stop in the office 
and pick one up if you want to 
participate!

BABY NEWS
Rev. Kyle & Jamie Carnes will welcome Baby Carnes 
Number 4 to their family sometime around the beginning 
of September 2018! Congratulations to the entire Carnes 
Family! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn 
to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall 
worship before him. For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
and he rules over the nations.

- Psalm 22:27-18
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MY CHURCH ...
Remember back in the fall when we asked everyone to tell us what endears them to Saint Stephens, what about 
this church ... our church ... your church ... you like and are proud of, what makes you want to be a part of what 
Saint Stephens is and is doing, in this time and in this place? To comment on what Saint Stephens means to you.

On your pledge cards, there was a place to fill in your thoughts about this under the heading “My Church ...” with 
some blank lines. 

Curious to read what others wrote on those lines on their cards? We enjoyed reading the comments and thought 
you’d like to read them, too! So as space is available in the Interpreter, we’ll share some of what “My Church ...” 
means to you.

P.S. It’s not too late. If you want to share what Saint Stephens means to you, drop an email to tina@ststephensucc.
net or put a note in the collection plate with “My Church ...” and your thoughts. 

My Church ...
My Church ... my family. I belong. I am grateful & inspired.

My Church .... giving, caring, & accepting.

My Church ... This is my church because when I met Kevin, he brought me here and I felt welcomed and valued.

My Church ... Is a very giving church, and I try to help with the giving for the church community and the 
community at large.

My Church ... Because it’s active in the community and because of its message.

My Church ... Is my home church where I was baptized and grew up. Many fond memories & friends. Would like 
to see it continue to grow & thrive into the next generations.

My Church ... Is ... very warm, challenges me, supports me, gives me the strength needed to be a better person. 
Very important part (huge) of my life.

My Church ... Is my home and my family.

My Church ... It is my church, the only church I know. My life long church.

My Church ... Family.

My Church ... Has brought me in warmly and with great hospitality.

My Church ... Fills a need (that) I don’t get (filled) anywhere else.

My Church ... When I got married, I left the Catholic church to join my husband here & found this church to be 
very welcoming.

My Church ... Makes me feel welcome and that I matter.

My Church ... Have been raised in this church. Very deep roots.

My Church ... Our church provides a holy place to be close to God. While in the sanctuary, we feel comforted 
and at peace. We are proud of St. Stephens participation in community activities.

My Church ... Practices being a good neighbor in our community. 

My Church ... Feeling of belonging to a faith community.

My Church ... To keep our church strong and welcome everyone.

My Church ... Is the heart of this community.

My Church ... Has been in my family for generations.

My Church ... Love & makes my heart full!! & Kyle is awesome.

My Church ... It’s the most important part of my day.
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

New Roof
 $20.00 in memory of Lloyd Buck, Sr., for his birthday February 20 from Ruth Buck
 $20.00 in memory of Lorraine Plautz from Dick & Betty Ollhoff
 $20.00 in memory of Lorraine Plautz from Lynette Block
 $15.00 in memory of Mom, Emily Ziemke, for her birthday February 26 from Norm & Alice Ziemke

Organ
 $50.00 in memory of Jesse Schewe from Harlan & Phyllis Fausch
(This is a CORRECTION from last week’s Interpreter where this donation was incorrectly listed under the 
general memorials.)

SPECIAL GIFTS

To Be Continued ... Watch future issues ... We’ll be sharing more!

My Church ... Is going places and growing because we are open & welcome now more than ever. I’m excited for 
our future.

My Church ... Inspired me to be a better person caring for others.

My Church ... Because it makes me feel complete & good. - Great memories!

My Church ... I feel comfortable here. It matches with what I believe.

My Church ... To feel a part of something that has meaning. To not be judged and be accepted no matter what.

My Church ... I hope St. Stephens will still be here for many years and more generations. It has been a good church 
for me and mine.

My Church ... Is my church because of its open doors, (Communion) tables, and progressive stance and Rev. Kyle.

My Church ... Has been my church for many years. Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage, and many funerals. It always 
comforts me every day.

My Church ... It has been home for my life. “This shining tinsel, bright and gay, will decorate my tree today.” - my 
“piece” for Christmas at age 4 - 67 years ago. 

My Church ... Is where I find peace & community outside of the normal day-to-day events.

My Church ... Gives me spiritual uplift for the next week.

My Church ... Is a beacon in my life.

My Church ... Because others need it more than me. I have made good friends here who care & love me. St. 
Stephens is a place where my children feel loved, hoped for, safe, and seen.

My Church ... My duty & giving back.

My Church ... A place of belonging. Feel welcomed every week. Not made to feel guilty for missing. Even though 
church is always in need of funds, not pushed to give more than person can afford. (Raised Catholic and have been 
down on money.)

My Church ... Family. Love our welcoming church. Community impact.

My Church ... Community, family, love, faith.

My Church ... I believe that God wants me to support my church to help spread His Kingdom.

My Church ... Is the house of our Lord and a place where I go to communicate with Him. It is historic and beautiful. 
Don’t want to see it changed or modernized. Just take good care of it as is.

My Church ... Is important to me - a constant in my life since some member of my family has been a member since 
the 1880’s (1888). I had to look it up. August Gergen.
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 
AM worship service. Feel free to bring your 
little ones ages 0 - 2 to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care 
for them during the service. (If you have 
not already done so, please complete an enrollment 
form for your child.)

7th & 8th GRADERS ... 

March Faith Formation classes will be held on Sunday, 
March 11, and Sunday, March 18, at 9:00 AM. Mark 
your calendars & see you in class!

7th & 8th Grade
Faith Formation

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

Parents should bring children directly to their Sunday 
School classrooms prior to 9:00 AM worship. 

CONFIRMATION 2017-2018 
If you missed our Confirmation meeting last Sunday, 
please chat with Rev. Carnes so he can update you on 
what you missed and what we are doing for Lent. 

SCRIP ... FOR LENT????
How can you use Scrip for Lent? It turns out ... in lots of 
ways! Many of the restaurants represented in our wide 
selection of in-stock Scrip feature Friday night fish fries ... 
like Ed & Sharon’s ... just to name one. Chances are we 
have Scrip for your favorite fish fry restaurant, too.

Giving up eating out for Lent? Great idea! Stock up 
on healthy groceries and help your waistline out in 
the process. We carry Scrip in stock for Piggly Wiggly, 
Dave’s County Market, and Walmart.

How about making a commitment to getting your 
finances on track during Lent by starting a budget? 
Purchase gift cards from Scrip to help you stay within 
that allotted budget for many categories of purchases.

There are lots of things you need to do every week, 
month in and month out ... like filling prescriptions, 
gassing up vehicles, and doing laundry ... use Scrip at 
Walgreens and Walmart pharmacies; get Scrip gas cards 
from Kwik Trip, Pine Ridge Mobil, Cenex, BP, and other 
area gas stations; and buy your laundry detergent and 
other toiletries with gift cards for the stores you frequent 
for purchasing these items.

Lent is the perfect time to try something new ... like 
Scrip.

STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

The deadline for the Staats Memorial Scholarship is 
April 1, 2018. Copies of the Information and Application 
for the Edward H. Staats and Mary Staats Memorial 
Scholarship are available in the church office. You may 
also download a copy directly from the Saint Stephens 
website under Resources/Forms. (http://ststephensucc.
net/resources/forms)
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THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 - First Sunday in Lent:  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery;  
9:00 AM Sunday School; Food Pantry Sunday 

Coffee Hour after 9:00 AM Worship
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM
EASTER SUNDAY - April 1

UPCOMING EVENTS

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES FOR 2018
We still have 2018 contribution envelopes to be picked 
up near the Scrip table. If you had envelopes in 2017, 
your number remains the same. If you did NOT have 
any envelopes in 2017 and would like some for 2018, 
please stop in the office during normal business hours 
and we will be happy to get you a box! If you are giving 
electronically and no longer want envelopes issued to 
you, please call the office to let us know.

Haven’s Annual Men in the Kitchen event will be held 
here at Saint Stephens on Thursday, April 5.

Mark your calendar to participate in this great 
fundraiser to benefit the programs offered to victims of 

domestic violence, sexual assault, and trauma.

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
We are in need of sponsors to provide flowers on 
the altar for our Sunday worship services. Our flower 
calendar is almost wide open. Please call or sign up in 
the office to sponsor flowers. 

SAINT STEPHENS STAINLESS MUGS FOR SALE
Saint Stephens logo’d stainless mugs keep your beverages 
piping hot and are available for purchase in the office, 
while supplies last. Only $20 each. 

WANT TO BUY A SAINT STEPHENS UMBRELLA?
Saint Stephens logo’d umbrellas:  Big, roomy, classy ... 
and only $20 each. Limited quantities available. Also 
available in the church office.

PINE CREST
The February Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, February 22. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda 
Hass, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will 
lead the worship service. Darlene Johnson is the pianist.

Sauerkraut Dinner
March 11 - 10:30 AM - 1:00 PM

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Town of Pine River
in the Fellowship Hall

Adults:  $8    Ages 6-12:  $5     Under 6:  FREE
Menu:  Sauerkraut, pork, hot dogs, vegetable, dinner 

roll, desserts, coffee & milk.

Psalm 46:verse 10a:   

                 Be still and know    that I am God
                     Be still and know that I am
                        Be still and know that I
                         Be still and know that
                             Be still and know
                                Be still and
                                    Be still
                                      Be

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
It’s the easiest way to give! Email Tina to get the easy peasy instructions so you can set it up. Everyone who 
has tried it thinks it’s great. Just set it and forget it!

One who forgives an affront fosters friendship, but one 
who dwells on disputes will alienate a friend.

- Proverbs 17:9
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of 
the most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any 
time, by request. Simply call Tina in the church office 
to get a copy.

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!

Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2

3
FOOD FOR KIDS
Saint Stephens is now able to accept 
donations for the Food for Kids 
program we have adopted. Checks 
for Food for Kids should be made 
payable to:  Food for Kids and may 
be dropped into the collection plate 
or delivered to the church office.

Can you sponsor a Coffee Hour?
Sign up on the kiosk
in the Kuck Lounge.

At 5 PM Monday

Roast Turkey, Mashed Potatoes, Corn 
Dessert (when available) and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

February 25 
March 4, 11, 18 

April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

April 15, 22, 29 
May 6, 13, 20, 27

Coffee Hour 
February 25 

March 11, 18, 25

SOFTBALL SIGN-UP
Softball season may be months away, but the time to 
get our roster in to the church league is now. If you 
are planning to “Play Ball!” this summer on the Saint 
Stephens softball team, please call Jerry Burnett at 
715.722.0115 to get added to the roster. We need 
players, and the deadline for submitting our roster is 
right around the corner. 



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25 ... Second Sunday in Lent
- Rev. Donald E. Baumann 

 
Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery Available, Sunday School  

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Special Music. 
Flowers on the altar are unsponsored at the time of printing. 

Radio Ministry is in memory of Lenore Ehlert from Friends and Relatives. 
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of printing. 

Nursery will be staffed by Beth Badeau, Stephanie Pajtash, and Darcia Hopp.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
 4:30 Worship Team 
 5:00 Girl Scout Troop 7254 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 10:00 Worship with Communion 
 6:30 Worship with Communion 
 6:15 Choir Meets 
 7:15 Choir Practices

THURSDAY, MARCH 1 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:30 Girl Scout Troop 7075 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, MARCH 2 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.


