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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

THAT OLD GOOD BOOK

Have you ever wondered how God could justify the genocide of so many innocent people 
in the Bible?

Have you ever just skipped over the violent sections in the Bible because the idea of God 
being violent was either too troubling or too confusing to sit with?

Have you ever wondered about how to read the Bible and not have to take everything 
literally?

Have you ever wondered, if we don’t take the Bible literally, then what are the other options?

Have you ever wanted to know more about what to do with the Old Testament or Hebrew 
Scripture?

Have you ever wished that you could rely more upon your own knowledge or interpretation 
of the Bible in conversations with others?

Have you ever wished that you could relate reading the Bible more to the life that you’re 
living today?

Have you ever wondered what in the Bible might have some historical accuracy, and what 
are tales of the time?

Have you ever wondered what role people played in writing the Bible?

Have you wished that you could just pick up your Bible and make better sense of what 
you’re reading … even the boring genealogies?

And there are plenty of other big questions to be asked about how we read and relate to 
the Bible. I can’t and won’t promise that you’ll find answers to all of these questions during 
worship on Sunday, Wednesday, or Wednesday night book study on Peter Enn’s book, The 
Bible Tells Me So, ... but I can promise that there will be space to ask these questions and 
there will be other people asking them as well.

Even though we rely upon reason, experience, and tradition to help inform our ideas about 
God, faith, church, life, etc., the way we engage/or disengage from scripture plays a central 
role in how we live as Christians.

I know that I can even find myself falling into regular patterns and assumptions about how 
to interpret the Bible. The more questions we can ask of the Bible, the more it will often 
come to life.

So this Lent, we don’t have a singular theme like Sabbath, as we did last year, but we do have 
a singular goal:  to get a handle on what it means to be people of the book. This book that 
is not singular in any way, not in style, author, voice, or purpose. We turn to the text of the 
Bible not for a list of instructions or for specific answers to all of life’s problems, but we turn 
to it because the people who came before us, our ancestors, found God in their time. And 
in the midst of their own time, culture, and assumptions, they wrote down where God was 
found, so that hopefully we might more easily find God in our own time.

The more we can choose interpretive lenses other than literalism or lenses that demand 
certainty or even fact, the more we can find a God who comes seeking us, our trust and 
love. It’s a tall task, but it’s also a worthy one. We won’t all come to it from the same place, 
and we won’t walk away with the same stuff, but doing the work together will always bring 
more to life than doing the work on our own. I hope you’ll jump in and reclaim being a 
person of the book this Lent.

On this journey together,

Kyle



February 13, 2018
Page 2THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Once We Were Strangers

“You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers 
in the land of Egypt.” - Deuteronomy 10:19

The various summaries of the law in the Bible include 
strangers as people to be especially cared for. Whether 
we call them sojourners, immigrants or aliens they need 
help because they are frequently socially powerless.

So God’s people are commanded to care for these 
special ones. Our passage today reminds the Israelites 
that they had once been strangers in the land of Egypt. 

They knew how it felt to be treated unfairly. This memory 
was an abiding feature of their identity as a people, and 
they were admonished never to forget it.

My own family is a microcosm of our nation of 
immigrants. My forebears fled here to escape persecution 
or sometimes just to seek a better life. My grandfather’s 
people, French Huguenots, fled religious violence in the 
17th century. My wife’s Greek grandparents escaped 
“ethnic cleansing” in Turkey. Her Jewish grandfather was 
a Holocaust survivor, and his family came here after the 
war. Such refugees were called “displaced persons” or 
DP’s.

These are our stories, not merely here in America, but 
throughout the world. There are still many “displaced 
persons” among the human family. They face unique 
challenges every day.

God regards them with special care and so should we, 
for we too were once strangers, far from home.

Prayer

Let us love the strangers among us as you do, O God, 
and never let us forget that we were once like them. 
Amen.

By Richard L. Floyd

Dear Members,

I wanted to give you an update on the Capital Campaign. When we took the vote on Jan. 14, we voted to retain 
the professional campaign services of Havey & Associates. With several new Council members on board, I called 
a special meeting to gain further knowledge and understanding of what Havey & Associates would be providing 
us for the $50,000 fundraising fee. We have also taken into account the many of you who have expressed concern 
about the $50,000 price tag and want to honor those concerns. While we still maintain our commitment to seek 
professional guidance through this important project in the life of our congregation, the Council felt compelled to 
perform more due diligence on this very important matter. Upon careful and diligent analysis of the proposal, we 
have decided to pursue other potential consulting options to help us achieve our fundraising goals.

We will be reviewing new proposals from two other firms within the next two weeks. We understand and embrace 
the urgency of this situation. We will do everything necessary to choose the right path for Saint Stephens.

Please feel free to reach out to me or any Council member with any questions you might have. We are all in this 
together as one!
         Sincerely,
         Kent Reinhardt
         2018 Council President
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Mark your Calendars!
ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP will be:
February 14 - 10:00 AM and 6:30 PM.

During Lent, we will have a 10:00 AM service each 
Wednesday morning. Wednesday evening services will 

change to 6:30 PM for the duration of lent.

LOST AND FOUND/DISHES 
TO BE PICKED UP
Our Lost and Found items and 
Dishes to be picked up are 
now located on a cart up near 
the Scrip table. Please take a 
peek before or after worship 
and claim any items that are 
yours. We will donate any 
remaining, unclaimed items in 
a few weeks. 

We also found keys in the parking lot. Stop in the office 
during office hours to identify and claim them if you 
are missing keys. (Note:  One is a fob with an electronic 
opener.)

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS
Join us each Wednesday evening beginning at 5:00 
PM for a Lenten soup supper in the Fellowship Hall 
followed by worship at 6:30 PM. Nancy Reinhardt-
Porath will once again be gracing us with her culinary 
skills and crafting yummy soups in the kitchen.

Here’s the Soup Menu:

February 14 -  Chicken Noodle and Wild Rice soups
February 21 - Chicken Noodle soup and Southwest 
  Pork Chili
February 28 -  Chicken Noodle and Taco soups
March 7 -  Chicken Noodle and Broccoli Cheese 
  soups
March 14 -  Chicken Noodle and Stuffed Pepper 
  soups
March 21 -  Chicken Noodle and Loaded Baked 
  Potato soups
March 29 -  Chicken Noodle soup and Chili

2018 LENTEN SERVICE USHER SCHEDULE
 Date    10:00 AM Ushers  6:30 PM Ushers Team
Wednesday, February 14  Dave S., Jerry O.  Team 2 - Lloyd Buck, Jr.
Wednesday, February 21  Dave S., Jerry O.  Team 3 - Dave Schwartzman
Wednesday, February 28  Dave S., Jerry O.  Team 4 - George Dintelman
Wednesday, March 7   Dave S., Jerry O.  Team 1 - Les Sabatke
Wednesday, March 14   Dave S., Jerry O.  Team 2 - Lloyd Buck, Jr.
Wednesday, March 21   Dave S., Jerry O.  Team 3 - Dave Schwartzman
Thursday, March 29   Dave S., Jerry O.  Team 4 - George Dintelman
Friday, March 30 Good Friday - 7:24 Tenebrae Service*  Clint Golisch* 
Sunday, April 1  Easter Sunday 6:30 AM Sunrise Service* Ushers Needed
     9:00 AM Service  Team 1 - Les Sabatke
     10:30 AM Service  Ushers Needed
*Ushers needed for 7:24 PM Good Friday Service, 6:30 AM Easter Sunrise Service, and 10:30 AM Easter Service.

(Sign-up sheet will be posted at the ushers’ station in the narthex.)

BOOK STUDY FOR LENT
A new book study will begin on 
Ash Wednesday (February 14) 
immediately following evening 
worship in the Kuck Lounge. 
We will read The Bible Tells 
Me So by Peter Enns. It’s about 
how “to see beyond restrictive 
doctrine and learn to embrace 
God’s Word as it is actually 
written.” Books available in the 

BABY NEWS
Rev. Kyle & Jamie Carnes will welcome Baby Carnes 
Number 4 to their family sometime around the 
beginning of September 2018! Congratulations to the 
entire Carnes Family! 
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GOD IS GOOD

Some of you likely already know that my husband, 
Scott, has been in South Carolina for weeks, caring for 
his mother (Marge) during the final weeks of her life. I 
disclose this, not for sympathy, but to share my realization. 
Knowing our time was running out, my adult children 
and I miraculously were able to adjust and coordinate 
our schedules to make a quick road trip to experience 
one last visit with grandma and say our goodbyes, as 
well as to provide emotional support for Scott who had 
been on 24-hour-a-day duty as a caregiver.  

Loaded down with pillows, blankets, and enough junk 
food for a teenage slumber party, and fueled by coffee 
and raw emotion, we hit the road early one morning, 
linking up along the way until we were all in the van, 

southbound. We hit snow and ice in the dark wee hours of the morning around Lexington, Kentucky, for a white 
-knuckled crawl through the Smoky Mountains. The music transitioned from show tunes to Christmas carols and 
hymns in our own bizarre version of car-ride karaoke, until I required straight up instrumental strings to calm my 
frayed nerves.  

We arrived in Myrtle Beach in time for breakfast, and to both Scott and Marge relieved to see us. She was alert and 
talkative, sharing stories and holding our hands; a lovely visit. By the afternoon, we were thoroughly exhausted 
and were able to check into our hotel, where we agreed to each do whatever we needed to regulate ourselves.   
I napped and then laced up for a walk on the beach, completely overwhelmed and out of sorts. The rain had 
stopped, and although it was damp and cool, it was not the ten below we’d felt when we left home. On that walk, 
things became clearer to me. I started to feel different, like I was suddenly understanding in a new way, uplifted 
even. I have always been drawn to the beach, not just for recreation, but as a place where it is so easy to see 
God.  I cannot help but think, This can only have been made by design … sunrises, sunsets, the rolling of waves, 
so much like life itself. 

When I was near my breaking point, there has been relief, always. I have never been able to believe that God 
causes us to suffer, like he needed another angel so he “took” a loved one. That has never made sense to me.  
Instead, I love Reverend Carnes’ reference that it is “God’s heart that is first to break” - in any pain and suffering.  
It is a comfort to me to know that he is embracing me in my pain. That afternoon, as I walked the beach, I looked 
up and saw the pier silhouetted by layers of clouds and just enough sunlight to highlight my path. I only needed 
to look up to see God. And he, indeed, is good.  

We were able to spend memorable family time together and give Scott some much needed respite. We had 
made it in time to share moments with Marge, and she knew we loved her. By the next morning, she’d declined 
considerably, often not wanting to be woken because it was so beautiful where she was. She passed peacefully 
early on the morning of February 8. I am certain she was welcomed with open arms.  

I gathered small shells and pieces of coral on my subsequent walks as a reminder of that pivotal walk on the beach.  
I’ll leave some in a basket in the Kuck Lounge in case you’d like a token to remember that God is Good.  

- Kelly Wallace

STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

The deadline for the Staats Memorial Scholarship is April 1, 2018. Copies of the Information and Application 
for the Edward H. Staats and Mary Staats Memorial Scholarship are available in the church office. You may 
also download a copy directly from the Saint Stephens website under Resources/Forms. (http://ststephensucc.net/
resources/forms)

ALL SCHOLARSHIP DECISIONS AND AMOUNTS ARE MADE ENTIRELY AND SOLELY BY THE STAATS 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP TRUSTEES.
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Mark your calendar for ...
Bow The Knee, an Easter musical

Be uplifted by the music
Be transformed by the message

Presentations at:
Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, 

903 E 2nd Street, Merrill
Saturday, March 17, at 7:00 PM
Sunday, March 18, at 2:30 PM

Zion Lutheran Church, 
E7195 Star Rd, Aniwa (Easton)

Saturday, March 24, at 7:00 PM
Sunday, March 25, at 2:30 PM

Remember ...

SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING 
to use in place 

of cash!

         WE     OUR VOLUNTEERS!

Volunteer Appreciation Night was a great evening of wine and hors d’oeuvres, laughter and conversation, good 
food and great company. It was a wonderful way to celebrate all of our volunteers. We appreciate each of you so 
very much! We hope that if you were unable to attend this year, you will still know how much you are loved and 
appreciated and will join us next year, as we hope this will be an annual event. 

At this year’s Volunteer Appreciation Night, the Faith Award was given. The winner of this year’s award was 
actually nominated by Bill Storm, shortly before his death. Rev. Carnes presented the award to Dan Pick. Thank 
you, Dan, for all you do! And to all of you who help in so many ways ... thank YOU, too!

- Kyle, Mary Pat, Tina, Kelly, Jason, Darlene, Jim, & Marlene
The Staff at Saint Stephens

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial
 $190.00 in memory of Lorraine Plautz from Family & Friends
 $20.00 in memory of Lorraine Plautz from Arlo & Eunice Berndt
 $25.00 in memory of Lorraine Plautz from Bruce & Janet Schaefer
 $25.00 in memory of Lorraine Plautz from Jenny Dawson, Jim Martin, and Family
 $50.00 in memory of Jesse Schewe from Harlan & Phyllis Fausch
 $12.00 in remembrance ... from Marjorie Williams

New Roof
 $20.00 in memory of Lorraine Plautz from Jim & Jan Alft

Radio
 $190.00 in memory of Carl Frick, for what would have been his 80th birthday on March 3, from wife,  
  Lissette Frick.

SPECIAL GIFTS

SILENT AUCTION
Our silent auction resumes periodically as we discover new items and as space and time permit. This week we 
have the below items available for auction. All items are in the office with a “silent auction” type bid sheet near 
each one. Anyone interested in acquiring any of these items should stop in the office during office hours this week 
or before/after worship on Sunday, February 18, to bid on the item. Bids will be accepted in even $1 increments.  
There is a MINIMUM opening bid on each item. Each of the below items will be considered “sold” to whomever 
has the highest bid when the office opens Monday, February 19, at 8:00 AM. Items with no bids will be sold on 
Facebook or donated to St. Vincent de Paul thrift stores. Everything is sold “as is.”

Items available for auction this week, pictured below:  1) Folding metal chairs:  You are bidding on a set of 4 metal 
chairs, with an opening minimum bid of $12. There are five SETS of 4 chairs available, so if you are the winning 
bidder, you will have the option to purchase one set of four @ your bid amount, or to purchase up to or including 
all five sets, each for the same bid amount. (Example, if you bid $15 per set of 4 and want to purchase all five sets 
of 4, your total due would be $75.) 2) Cool Mist Humidifier (new in box), with an opening minimum bid of $10. 3) 
Jasmine acoustic guitar with soft case, with an opening minimum bid of $75.

ITEMS AVAILABLE THIS WEEK

Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products will send a percentage of your purchase 
of $100 or more by cash or check to Saint Stephens as a part of the Scrip program. Miller Furniture also 

participates in the Scrip program in this same manner. Just tell whichever store you are shopping at that you 
belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
It’s the easiest way to give! Email Tina to get the easy peasy instructions so you can set it up. Everyone who has 
tried it thinks it’s great. Just set it and forget it!
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 
AM worship service. Feel free to bring your 
little ones ages 0 - 2 to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care 
for them during the service. (If you have 
not already done so, please complete an enrollment 
form for your child.)

7th & 8th GRADERS ... 

Our next Faith Formation class will be held this Sunday, 
February 18, at 9:00 AM 

March Faith Formation classes will be held on Sunday, 
March 11, and Sunday, March 18. Mark your calendars 
& see you in class!

7th & 8th Grade
Faith Formation

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

Parents should bring children directly to their Sunday 
School classrooms prior to 9:00 AM worship. 

CONFIRMATION 2017-2018 
If you missed our Confirmation meeting last Sunday, 
please chat with Rev. Carnes so he can update you on 
what you missed and what we are doing for Lent. 

SCRIP ... HOW SWEET IT IS
Last chance to run in and buy some Scrip to put a smile 
on your Valentine’s face! We have lots of Scrip here in 
stock ... come and chat with us and we’ll give you some 
great ideas for making Scrip a part of your Valentine’s 
Day and every day ... from getting your morning coffee, 
filling up your gas tank, grocery shopping, filling a 
prescription, going out to eat, gift giving, and everything 
in between!

The sweet benefit of using Scrip? Saint Stephens gets a 
percentage of each sale ... and it doesn’t cost you a dime.  
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THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 - First Sunday in Lent:  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery;  
9:00 AM Sunday School; Food Pantry Sunday 

Coffee Hour after 9:00 AM Worship
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM
ASH WEDNESDAY/LENT BEGINS/LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS BEGIN: February 14

BOOK STUDY BEGINS:  February 14 immediately following evening worship 
EASTER SUNDAY - April 1

UPCOMING EVENTS

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES FOR 2018
We still have 2018 contribution envelopes to be picked 
up near the Scrip table. If you had envelopes in 2017, 
your number remains the same. If you did NOT have 
any envelopes in 2017 and would like some for 2018, 
please stop in the office during normal business hours 
and we will be happy to get you a box! If you are giving 
electronically and no longer want envelopes issued to 
you, please call the office to let us know.

Haven’s Annual Men in the Kitchen event will be held 
here at Saint Stephens on Thursday, April 5.

Mark your calendar to participate in this great 
fundraiser to benefit the programs offered to victims of 

domestic violence, sexual assault, and trauma.

Super Soup Supper Soup Competition
Saturday, February 17:  4:00 PM - 6:30 PM

St. Mary’s - Corpus Christi Center, Tomahawk
$10 all-you-can-eat Soup, Bread, Dessert & Drink

Proceeds go to support 
Our Sisters’ House Temporary Homeless Shelter.

Call 715.224.3520 for more information.

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
We are in need of sponsors to provide flowers on 
the altar for our Sunday worship services. Our flower 
calendar is almost wide open. Please call or sign up in 
the office to sponsor flowers. 

SAINT STEPHENS STAINLESS MUGS FOR SALE
Saint Stephens logo’d stainless mugs keep your beverages 
piping hot and are available for purchase in the office, 
while supplies last. Only $20 each. 

WANT TO BUY A SAINT STEPHENS UMBRELLA?
Saint Stephens logo’d umbrellas:  Big, roomy, classy ... 
and only $20 each. Limited quantities available. Also 
available in the church office.

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”
at the Eagles Club

Thursday, February 15:  4:30 - 6:00 PM
Menu:  Passionate Chili, Lovable Salad, “We Love You” 

Rolls, Caring Cookies, Milk, Coffee, and Water
Sponsored by St. Vincent de Paul

All are invited.

Food Pantry 
Donations for this month

totaled 184 pounds!
Thanks to everyone who 
helps support our local 

Food Pantry!

Regular & Potato Pancake Breakfast
to benefit Kathy Gruett

Sunday, February 18:  9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill, WI

Cost:  Adults  $7; Children  $3.50; Age 5 & Under:  Free

PINE CREST
The February Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, February 22. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda 
Hass, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will 
lead the worship service. Darlene Johnson is the pianist.
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of 
the most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any 
time, by request. Simply call Tina in the church office 
to get a copy.

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2
3

FOOD FOR KIDS
Saint Stephens is now able to accept 
donations for the Food for Kids 
program we have adopted. Checks 
for Food for Kids should be made 
payable to:  Food for Kids and may 
be dropped into the collection plate 
or delivered to the church office.

Can you sponsor a Coffee Hour?
Sign up on the kiosk
in the Kuck Lounge.

At 5 PM Monday

Ham & Scalloped Potatoes 
Green Bean Casserole 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

February 25 
March 4, 11, 18, 25 

April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

March 25 
April 8, 15, 22, 29

Coffee Hour 
February 25 

March 11, 18, 25

SOFTBALL SIGN-UP
Softball season may be months away, but the time to 
get our roster in to the church league is now. If you 
are planning to “Play Ball!” this summer on the Saint 
Stephens softball team, please call Jerry Burnett at 
715.722.0115 to get added to the roster. We need 
players, so if you’ve been thinking about joining, make 
this the year!



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18 ... First Sunday in Lent
- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery Available, Sunday School  
Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir. 

Flowers on the altar are in celebration of Harlan & Phyllis Fausch’s 50th wedding 
anniversary on February 17, from their grandchildren. 

Radio Ministry is in memory of Alfred & Dorothy Latzig. 
Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Ushers Club. 

Nursery will be staffed by Carmen Klug, Bonnie Koelsch, and Jennifer Porath.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 6:00 Monday Teacher School

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
 10:00 Merrill District Meeting 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 10:00 Worship with Communion 
 6:30 Worship with Communion 
 6:15 Choir Meets 
 7:15 Choir Practices

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:30 Girl Scout Troop 7075 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Ash Wednesday
Worship with 
Communion

10:00 AM
6:30 PM

Please join us. 
You are invited!


