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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

WE BEGIN AND END TOGETHER
One of the things our country has lost in elections is the idea that we are all in this together, no 
matter who got elected.  There is every reason for sadness, perhaps even frustration and anger, 
but at some point, work needs to get done. One of the things that I’ve seen at the national level 
is that it seems permissible for the minority party to do everything they can to stalemate the 
majority party. Sometimes I believe that it is based upon hard conviction and values central to 
someone’s core. Other times, however, it’s simply just to obstruct. 

I don’t have a solution to that in our political arena, but, I am confident that we will find ways to 
work together even if we disagree about the capital campaign and how the majority of the vote 
decided we would proceed with taking care of these large, and important, projects in the life of 
our congregation. One of the ways that we’ll do this is to choose to communicate and talk with 
each other. Even though the resolution to proceed with the capital campaign by securing the 
services of Havey and Associates passed, there are still many more decisions to be made and 
there is always space for voices to be heard.

I want to remind everyone that my doors are always open to have a chat at anytime (although 
making an appointment is strongly recommended). But the church Council is also open to 
whatever conversation you might like to have. Thank you to those of you who have already 
reached out to Council members to talk through concerns about the campaign. It’s important 
that we talk to one another.

As we begin this campaign, it is my commitment and that of the Council that we will communicate 
as often and as regularly as possible, but nothing is secret or secretive - truly, nothing. So, go 
ahead and ask. 

Here are just a few things I think might need some clarification:

As we move forward, the Council will continue to carry on in its elected role to work on behalf 
of the congregation. But when it comes to the final decisions about what projects we do, in 
what order, all those decisions will be brought back to the congregation at the conclusion of the 
campaign once we know how much money has been committed. What came through during 
the gatherings in the fall is a clear consensus that the roof and electrical projects need to be first 
priority, with the organ a close second, as money has already been donated for these projects. 
Thank you already for your generosity to these projects.

These monies that have already been raised will go directly to those projects. The amount 
collected in the Organ Fund will go directly to offsetting the cost of the organ. And the money 
already collected in the Roof Fund will be applied likewise to the overall cost of the roof. If you 
ever want to know the current total of either of these accounts, please feel free to ask in the 
office at anytime. That is public information.

There has also been concern about the consultant fees. These fees are paid to Havey and 
Associates for their experience, time, skill, and expertise in coordinating one of these campaigns. 
They have been used in churches across the state with a very high rate of success, often exceeding 
the stated fundraising goals. There are many testimonials on their website if you’re interested in 
the experience other churches have had. The idea of using a firm like Havey and Associates is 
the simple statistic that more money is raised during campaigns when a professional consultant 
is retained and their experience utilized. The fee is certainly a lot of money. However, we believe 
that we will be able to raise significantly more money with the time and skills of a fundraising 
consultant than if we did it on our own.

The campaign will begin sometime this week when the final draft of the contract is signed. Even 
though there are different opinions about how we are moving forward, the best way forward is 
always to talk and converse with one another to share ideas. I’m so grateful for all of you. The 
challenge of a capital campaign is significant, but I am confident that this congregation is up to 
the task. With each passing day, I am proud to be called as your pastor. Thank you for all that 
you do.

Blessings, Kyle
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SOFTBALL SIGN-UP
Softball season may be months away, but the time 
to get our roster in to the church league is now. If 
you are planning to “Play Ball!” this summer on the 
Saint Stephens softball team, please call Jerry Burnett 
at 715.722.0115 to get added to the roster. We need 
players, so if you’ve been thinking about joining, make 
this the year!

CHILDREN SURROUND COUNCIL MEMBERS
During the recent installation of our 2018 Council, Rev. 
Carnes invited the children of the congregation to come 
up and surround and reach out to our new Council 
members as we prayed for them. What a great visual 
to see the connection between our current and future 
church leadership.

ADDITONS TO 2018 BUDGET
Church Council elected to add four new line items to 
the 2018 budget for better clarification. The line items 
and corresponding budget amounts are:

$5,000    Mission Trip
$3,000    Leadership Education
$1,500    Food for Kids
$3,500    Advent Boxes

      - Marge Johnson, Council Treasurer

Annual Palm Burning at 
The McIntyres

Sunday, February 11
3:00 PM

W3311 County Road C
Merrill, WI

Come and share this ritual as we burn the palms 
from last year to create the ashes we will use for Ash 
Wednesday.

Enjoy food, ritual, and time with your friends! Bring 
something to share if you wish, but there will be plenty 
for all.

Mark your calendar for ...
Bow The Knee, an Easter musical

Be uplifted by the music
Be transformed by the message

Presentations at:
Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, 

903 E 2nd Street, Merrill
Saturday, March 17, at 7:00 PM
Sunday, March 18, at 2:30 PM

Zion Lutheran Church, 
E7195 Star Rd, Aniwa (Easton)

Saturday, March 24, at 7:00 PM
Sunday, March 25, at 2:30 PM

Haven’s Annual Men in the Kitchen event will be held 
here at Saint Stephens on Thursday, April 5.

Mark your calendar to participate in this great 
fundraiser to benefit the programs offered to victims of 

domestic violence, sexual assault, and trauma.
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Say By Letter and Do When Present

For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his 
bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.” 
Let such people understand that what we say by 
letter when absent, we will also do when present. - 2 
Corinthians 10:10-11 

Back in the dark ages – I’m talking about the late 1990’s 
now – my husband-to-be and I were courting long 
distance. We emailed, painfully slowly on the dialup 
connection. We made mixes of songs we liked and 
copied them onto CDs. And we wrote letters.  His 
epistles arrived in my mailbox full of doodles, stories 
describing the new city he was in, heartfelt confessions. 
We could not afford many visits in those early days, but 

when we did see each other, it was like those letters 
came alive.  In person, he was exactly like his letters, 
only more so.

Like the apostle Paul, what he said when absent, he did 
when present.

Those were, as I mentioned, the dark ages.  Long before 
we could type and send our thoughts faster, almost, 
than we could think them. Long before our social media 
accounts told us who our friends were. Long before 
everyone hid behind the privacy of anonymity.  Long 
before no one had to be accountable to those they 
communicated with, because there was no possibility 
of having to be in person what they are on the screen.

It’s different now. Unlike the apostle Paul, we say when 
absent what we never would when present. 

But we don’t have to be like this. I know, because I have 
experienced it. The generous unfolding of one soul to 
another, piece by authentic piece. The vulnerability 
that is willing to show us the same face no matter how 
far apart we may seem.  The same person revealed, 
whether in written word or face to face conversation.

Prayer 

Christ Jesus – No matter our distance from one another, 
make us say and do what you would have us say and 
do. Amen.

By Jennifer Brownell

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
Want to honor the memory of a loved one? Or celebrate 
a happy event? Why not say it with flowers ... on the 
altar, that is!

We are in need of sponsors to provide flowers on the 
altar for our Sunday worship services. Now that the 
Christmas decorations are coming down, our worship 
space seems bare. And our flower calendar is almost 
just as bare. 

Think ahead about the coming year and then call or 
sign up in the office to sponsor flowers for a particular 
worship service. 

IS YOUR MARRIAGE IN TROUBLE?
Retrouvaille is “Marriage 911”  - Retrouvaille (Retro-
vi) is a program designed to give hurting couples the 
tools needed to keep a marriage together. The program 
consists of a weekend and seven follow-up sessions 
presented by couples who share their personal struggles 
of reconciliation and healing.  Participants learn to 
reopen communication with a positive new perspective.  
You will not be asked to share your problems with 
anyone else. For confidential information or to register 
for the program in Central Wisconsin beginning  
February 9-11, 2018  call now, 1-877-922-HOPE (4673), 
or visit the website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com
Registrations are requested by February 5.
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Special gifts in honor or in memory will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials
 $500.00 in memory of Tyler Holbach from Gerald & Carol Duwe
 $500.00 in memory of Tyler Holbach from Matt & Tammy Duwe
 $10.00 in memory of Tyler Holbach from a friend
 $10.00 in memory of Marlene Hinz from Scott & Sandy Gipple

Organ
 $20.00 in memory of Donald Forster from Diana Huston & Laverne Sabatke
 $20.00 in memory of Dorothy Koehler from Lois Wold
 $10.00 in memory of Tyler Holbach from Lois Wold
 $100.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Dave & Joy Meyer

New Roof
 $10.00 in memory of Walter Berndt for his birthday from Gary & Jill Mosser

Radio
 $200.00 in memory of all those who passed away in 2017 from Nila & Edgar Oestreich

SPECIAL GIFTS

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT IMPACT
Christmas Spirit, the Lincoln County United Giving 
Tree Program, had more businesses, organizations, 
and donors (including generous people here at Saint 
Stephens) participating than ever before. “As a result 
of this amazing generosity, we were able to support 
582 children from 226 families,” said Jamie Carnes, 
Coordinator for Christmas Spirit.

“Each child received a combination of needed items, 
and items that are fun and/or interactive. And, we 
ensured that each child who was in need of a winter 
coat, boots, and bedding also received those items. 
When families arrived to pick up their gifts, they were 
given the opportunity to write thank you notes and 
wrap their gifts. And for the second year, we were 
able to provide an entire meal for each family to take 
home! (The meal included ham, potatoes, green beans, 
corn, stuffing, gravy, dessert, and a voucher to pick up 
milk, bread, and fresh fruit at the grocery store),” Jamie 
Carnes continued.

Take a peek at some of the Thank You cards received 
from families that are displayed on the bulletin board 
outside the church office.

USING SCRIP ADDS UP!
Are you using Scrip for your family’s purchases? Do 
you know how fast using Scrip can add up to what is 
essentially free money for Saint Stephens? Take a peek 
at this example, based on what one family might spend 
in just one month, and the percentage each vendor 
donates to us for using the Scrip program. (Insert your 
family’s actual numbers into this equation to see how 
much you could be generating for Saint Stephens by 
using Scrip.)

$400 shopping at Walmart for clothing, prescriptions, 
and miscellaneous @ 2.5% = $10
$250 shopping at Dave’s County Market for groceries @ 
5% = $12.50
$26 for 2 adults and 2 kids to go to the movies at Cosmo 
Theatre @ 10% = $2.60
$30 for the family to eat dinner at Chips before the 
movie @ 25% = $7.50
$100 for gas throughout the month at Pine Ridge Mobil 
@ 4% = $4
$25 when Mom has a quick coffee/lunch with friends 
one day at First Street Coffee Station @ 5% = $1.25
$10 for a treat for the kids at Dairy Queen @ 3% = $.30
$400 at Menards to do a fixer-upper project at home @ 
3% = $12

At the end of this family’s month, they didn’t do anything 
terribly out of the ordinary, but if they used Scrip for 
all of this shopping and their outings, they generated 
$50.15 for Saint Stephens ... and it didn’t cost them a 
dime. $50 a month x 12 months would be $600 a year!
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NURSERY NEWS
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 
AM worship service. Feel free to bring your 
little ones ages 0 - 2 to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care 
for them during the service. (If you have 
not already done so, please complete an enrollment 
form for your child.)

7th & 8th GRADERS ... 

Please NOTE THE FOLLOWING CHANGE:  Faith 
Formation class will be held this January 28 at 9:00 AM. 

7th & 8th Grade
Faith Formation SUNDAY SCHOOL

NEWS
Parents should bring children directly to their Sunday 
School classrooms prior to 9:00 AM worship. Students 
will then come to worship along with their class and 
attend worship until they are dismissed to go back to 
their classrooms following the Children’s Time. 

CONFIRMATION 2017-2018 
This year’s Confirmation program began with a “soft 
opening” at our meeting on Sunday, December 3, 
and begins by centering arounding advent boxes and 
pondering wonder. If you did not attend this meeting, 
please contact Rev. Carnes ASAP. 

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

January 28 
February 4, 25 

March 4, 11, 18, 25

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

March 11, 18, 25 
April 8, 15, 22, 29

Coffee Hour 
February 25 

March 4, 11, 18, 25

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
It’s the easiest way to give! What are you waiting for? 
Give it a try! Email Tina to get the easy peasy instructions 
so you can set it up. Everyone who has tried it thinks it’s 
great. Just set it and forget it!

BREAKING BREAD THANK YOU
Saint Stephens has once again shown our commitment 
to the community by sponsoring the monthly “Breaking 
Bread” dinner held at the Eagle’s Club last Thursday.

We served approximately 140 people and provided 
them with a great meal.

We would like to thank all of those who participated 
in the event by volunteering their time or baking skills. 
Without you, we wouldn’t have been able to make this 
worthwhile dinner be the success that it was. Thanks 
to all!

PINE CREST
The January Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, January 25. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Deloris Bauman, 
Judy Alft, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes 
will lead the worship service and Darlene Johnson is 
the pianist.

At 5 PM Monday

Roast Turkey, Mashed Potatoes with Gravy, 
Stuffing, Hot Veggie, 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages
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A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesday evening worship  
beginning at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

Our world needs more of ... this.
Join us. 

All are welcome.

THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 - Fourth Sunday after Epiphany:  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery;  
9:00 AM Sunday School; 

Coffee Hour after 9:00 AM Worship
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM
ASH WEDNESDAY/LENT BEGINS - February 14 

EASTER SUNDAY - April 1

UPCOMING EVENTS

Remember ...

SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING 
to use in place 

of cash!

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES FOR 2018
Your 2018 contribution envelopes are available to be 
picked up near the coat closet in the narthex, not far 
from the Scrip selling table. If you had envelopes in 
2017, your number will stay the same for 2018. All 
envelopes are organized in numerical order. If you 
don’t remember your number, use the “cheat sheet” to 
look for your name (alphabetized list by your last name) 
and you will see your envelope number to the left of 
your name, so you can find your numbered envelopes. 

If you did NOT have any envelopes in 2017 and would 
like some for 2018, please stop in the office during 
normal business hours and we will be happy to get you 
a box! 

If you will be giving electronically and no longer want 
envelopes issued to you, please call the office.

SAINT STEPHENS STAINLESS MUGS FOR SALE
Looking for a stainless coffee mug that will keep your 
coffee piping hot? Look no more! Saint Stephens logo’d 
stainless mugs available for purchase in the office, while 
supplies last. Only $20 each. 

WANT TO BUY A SAINT STEPHENS UMBRELLA?
Get ‘em before the spring showers ... Saint Stephens 
logo’d umbrellas, that is. Big, roomy, classy ... and only 
$20 each. Limited quantities available. Also available in 
the church office.

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

14th Annual Knights of Columbus Fishing Contest
on Lake Alexander

in memory of Mike Duginski
Saturday, February 10, from 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
$20 Entry Fee - Register at Rock Island Resort

Four Categories:  Perch, Walleye, Northern, Pan Fish
Door Prizes, Raffles, and  

a chance to win an ice fishing shack ...
Donate a non-perishable item & get a raffle ticket

Brat Fry by Merrill Cub Scouts Pack 502
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of 
the most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any 
time, by request. Simply call Tina in the church office 
to get a copy.

We are still looking for vocalists and instrumentalists 
to fill our music calendar. If you or someone you know 
would like to grace us with your musical talents, please 
contact Jim Bjorklund at 715.539.3442 to get scheduled! 
Currently, we have openings on the following dates:

February 11  February 25  
March 11

SPECIAL 
MUSIC

NEEDED

While we have contracted 
for our snow removal, 
there are times when 
they may not be here 
immediately after the 
snow falls to get the 
sidewalks cleared, such as 
during worship services. 
If you can lend a hand 
on Sunday mornings by 
occassionally picking up a 
shovel or spreading some 
salt, we’d appreciate it!

SNOW REMOVAL THIS WINTER

YOUR 2018 CHURCH COUNCIL
Back row, left to right:  Cliff Williams, Judy Heath, Rev. 
Kyle Carnes, Jennifer Oestreich, Kristine Bowe, Janet 
Schaefer, and Kristine Smith. Front row, left to right: 
Beth Houle, Kent Reinhardt, Marge Johnson, and Tyler 
Drake. Missing from photo: Christopher Stamm and 
Kevin Golisch.  

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2
3

FOOD FOR KIDS
Saint Stephens is now able to accept 
donations for the Food for Kids 
program we have adopted. Checks 
for Food for Kids should be made 
payable to:  Food for Kids and may 
be dropped into the collection plate 
or delivered to the church office.

Can you sponsor a Coffee Hour?
Sign up on the kiosk
in the Kuck Lounge.



SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 ... Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery Available 
9:00 Sunday School  

Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Tricia and Amara Lazare.  
Flowers on the altar are unsponsored at the time of this printing. 

Radio Ministry is in memory of our son, Rick Vachavake, on what would have 
been his 61st birthday on January 23 from Ronald and JoAnn Vachavake. 

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Lazare and Kunkel Families. 
Nursery will be staffed by Beth Badeau, Stephanie Brock, and Darcia Hopp.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JANUARY 29 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, JANUARY 30 
 5:00 Girl Scouts - Troop 7075 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 
 7:00 Choir 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Volunteers, mark your calendars ... because You’re Invited to our
Volunteer Appreciation Night

Saturday, February 10, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Faith Award will be given

Invitations Coming Soon!


