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on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
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SOMETHING WHEN THERE SEEMS TO BE NOTHING

I have a recurring feeling these days, and it’s been true for many months now. And 
it’s the feeling that something needs to be said, even though I often can’t find specific 
words. 
I am concerned about our current cultural climate and context. I don’t necessarily 
think that we are worse off than previous generations or even previous decades. 
In some ways, we have made progress and are better off than those who have 
come before us. Some of that is because of technology. (Some of it is in spite of 
technology). Some of it is because in spite of ourselves we continue to learn what it 
means to be creatures with consciousness on this strange planet in our solar system.
I have become aware that the thoughts which most often swirl in my mind are 
around the subject of how we choose to live together - and live together on many 
different scales. How do we do family? How do we do church? How do we live in 
local municipalities, states, nations, continents, planet, solar system and beyond? 
(We as individuals most of the time do not make solar system wide decisions, but in 
September when NASA crashed the Casini spacecraft into Saturn, there was thought 
given to preventing microbes from this planet being carried to other parts of our 
solar system at the risk of effecting the environments there.)
I wonder how often do we categorize our thinking in terms of making choices about 
how we’re going to live together? We make this choice everyday. Some might say, 
we are constantly making choices about how we live together. But how often are we 
conscious of it? These choices involve morality, manners, religious beliefs, political 
positions, social stances and others. All of these inform our choices around words 
and actions, and therefore determine how each of us chooses how we live with 
everyone else. 
There are all kinds of daily choices we make that go into this choosing of how we 
want to live together. The number of hours we watch TV. The choices we make 
around recycling and water usage. The businesses we frequent. The candidates to 
whom we give our vote. The number of hours we choose to volunteer. The language 
we use. The people we choose as friends, and choose as enemies. These are all 
personal choices, and they are choices that effect how we live together.
Recently, our President supposedly used choice words for certain nations in the 
midst of a conversation about immigration. Now, I realize that just by writing that 
sentence some have already tuned your ears to a different station. “POLITICS!,” your 
radar just alerted you. But if you notice, I didn’t make any claims about anything. 
I didn’t actually make any accusations. I just mentioned that others had accused, 
and that it is a story that’s in the news these last few days. Yet, the mere mention 
of a political figure or issue these days can cause our haunches to rise so reactively 
that we are in fight or flight mode before we really know what’s even being said. 
Some might immediately assume my intentions and motivations for even having 
mentioned this situation and struggle to read anything else.
My motivation is this: we are constantly making decisions about how we are going to 
live together, and if the entire political arena causes immediate anaphylactic shock, 
the best we can hope for is for things to stay the same. Because if we can’t have a 
conversation, there is literally no way for us to make progress, change, or even basic 
decisions - to have anything better than where we are right now. We get lulled into 
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Christmas Eve Generosity!
Your generosity was wonderful 
this Christmas Eve! Thanks to all 
of you, $4,878.67 has been given 
to the Food For Kids program. 
Every single dollar of that money 
will go exclusively to buying food 
for kids! We truly appreciate your 
support ... at Christmas Eve and 
throughout the year ... of Food 
For Kids.

THAT’S THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
Thank you to everyone who donated toward the 
purchase of a ham for the Christmas Spirit families. We 
raised $1,355 for the purchase of hams. Your generosity 
at the holiday season is a blessing to so many!

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
Want to honor the memory of a loved one? Or celebrate 
a happy event? Why not say it with flowers ... on the 
altar, that is!

We are in need of sponsors to provide flowers on the 
altar for our Sunday worship services. Now that the 
Christmas decorations are coming down, our worship 
space seems bare. And our flower calendar is almost 
just as bare. 

Think ahead about the coming year and then call or 
sign up in the office to sponsor flowers for a particular 
worship service to remember a loved one; honor 
a birthday or anniversary; celebrate a graduation, 
Mother’s Day, or Father’s Day; honor your favorite 
veteran; or for no reason at all!

SOFTBALL SIGN-UP
Softball season may be months away, but the time 
to get our roster in to the church league is now. If 
you are planning to “Play Ball!” this summer on the 
Saint Stephens softball team, please call Jerry Burnett 
at 715.536.6191 to get added to the roster. We need 
players, so if you’ve been thinking about joining, make 
this the year!IS YOUR MARRIAGE IN TROUBLE?

Retrouvaille is “Marriage 911”  - Retrouvaille (Retro-
vi) is a program designed to give hurting couples the 
tools needed to keep a marriage together. The program 
consists of a weekend and seven follow-up sessions 
presented by couples who share their personal struggles 
of reconciliation and healing.  Participants learn to 
reopen communication with a positive new perspective.  
You will not be asked to share your problems with 
anyone else. For confidential information or to register 
for the program in Central Wisconsin beginning  
February 9-11, 2018  call now, 1-877-922-HOPE (4673), 
or visit the website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com
Registrations are requested by February 5.

complacency at the expected stalemate or fire-fight of any conversation. So we banter with those who agree with 
us, distance from those who don’t, and rarely even use the commonality we share with some to make constructive 
strides in any direction.
As Christians, we claim to follow a teacher who cared more deeply about how we choose to live together than 
nearly anything else. As followers of Jesus, we are called to engage, to work past the reptilian reactions of battle or 
escape, and to become not only conscious but deliberate about how we make the daily choices of how we live 
together. It’s our work to do, and it cannot be handed off to someone else because they have their work to do as 
well.
May God bring blessings as we commit to doing our work, Kyle
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CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES FOR 2018
We still have some 2018 contribution envelopes to 
be picked up. If you had envelopes in 2017, your 
number will stay the same for 2018. All envelopes are 
organized in numerical order by envelope number, so 
if you know your number, you can go straight to your 
numbered and labeled box of envelopes and locate it 
easily. If you don’t remember your number, a “cheat 
sheet” is located near the contribution envelopes. 
Look for your name on this alphabetized list (by your 
last name) and you will see your envelope number to 
the left of your name, so you can find your numbered 
envelopes. 

Boxes of envelopes are located near the coat closet in 
the narthex, not far from the Scrip selling table. 

If you did NOT have any envelopes in 2017 and would 
like some for 2018, please stop in the office during 
normal business hours and we will be happy to get 
you a box! 

If you will be giving electronically and no longer want 

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
God’s Not Done With You Yet

“So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went 
with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he 
departed from Haran.” -  Genesis 12:4

Someone once joked to me that advertisers lose interest 
in us once we hit 25 years old. This isn’t entirely off 
– Nielsen reports that 95% of advertising dollars go 
to people under 35 years old. Trends are set by the 
younger generations as institutions and companies try 
to attract their attention.

Church is not exempt from these habits. One of the 
fiercest challenges in church is finding a way to give 
attention and care across every generation. As some 
receive focus, it is done at the – at least perceived – 

expense of others. Many congregations that figured 
out how to care well for their most loyal generations 
of membership then find themselves aging together, 
wondering how to serve the next generations. 
Congregations that have worked out a ministry model 
that works well for younger generations may feel 
inhospitable to their elders and vice versa.

As the Rev. Elena Larssen once pointed out to me: never 
before in the church’s history have so many generations 
existed together. And she’s right: longer life expectancy 
brings opportunities and challenges to congregations 
that have never had to work through this level of 
generational sharing in the history of Christendom.

We tend to focus on some at the expense of others. But 
we are not advertisers. Faith doesn’t start at adulthood 
nor does it end at old age.

Septuagenarians Abram and Sarai were given a new 
mission by the God who wasn’t even close to being 
done with them yet. Nor must we be. As we head into 
a new year, may we commit anew to meaningfully 
reaching across generations to see what new trend in 
faithfulness someone quite different from us can share.

Prayer

God you call your faithful in every time, every age. May 
we make room for your Spirit to grow within us in all of 
life’s phases. Amen.

By Kaji Douša

ATTENTION COFFEE DRINKERS!
Looking for a stainless coffee mug that will keep your 
coffee piping hot? Look no more! We have Saint 
Stephens logo’d stainless mugs available for purchase in 
the office, while supplies last. Only $20 each. 

HATE TO GET WET?
Get ‘em before the spring showers ... Saint Stephens 
logo’d umbrellas, that is. Big, roomy, classy ... and only 
$20 each. Limited quantities available. Also available in 
the church office.
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USHER’S CLUB RAFFLE 
The Ushers  would like to thank all those who supported 
our annual raffle fundraiser! Congratulations to all of the 
prize winners:

2017 Ushers Raffle Prize Winners
1st $250 Mobil Gift Card - Bill Weber
2nd Packer Tickets (Dec 23 game) - Luke Golisch
3rd $200 County Market Gift Card - Chuck Schaar
4th Helmet Autographed by Lynn Dickey - Barb Allen
5th $150 Mobil Gift Card - Mary Pat Campbell
6th $100 Piggly Wiggly Gift Card - Chet Rhinehart
7th $75 CASH - Jerry Geiss
8th $75 CASH - Jenna Hass
9th $50 CASH - Roy Arseneau
10th $50 CASH - Mike Lammerding
11th Winter Jacket - George Dintelman
12th Fleece Jacket - Katrina Depies

BREAKING BREAD
Saint Stephens will be sponsoring “Breaking Bread” 
(community dinner) on Thursday, January 18, from 
4:30 PM until 6:00 PM. This is an event that we have 
sponsored for several years and it is open to the public 
free of charge. It is held once a month at the Eagles Club, 
and many area churches as well as other civic groups 
are sponsors.

This event requires volunteers to make it a success. Pre-
event set up, kitchen help, serving the food/beverages, 
and post-event clean up are needed.  We also provide 
dessert, so if you like to bake, donations of bars and 
cookies are greatly appreciated.

The menu that we are providing is:  hot ham sandwiches, 
cheesy potatoes, and coleslaw, along with dessert and 
beverages.

There are signup sheets in the Kuck Lounge for the tasks 
mentioned. 

Thank You!

NEW HANDICAP ACCESSIBILITY
Have you noticed the new handicap accessibility by 
the door into the narthex/elevator area? The handicap 
door mechanism was installed just in time for Christmas, 
making it much easier for anyone with limited mobility, 
a walker, crutches, or a wheelchair to access our chuch 
building. Progress is good!

Volunteers, mark your calendars ... because You’re Invited to our
Volunteer Appreciation Night

Saturday, February 10, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Faith Award will be given

Invitations Coming Soon!

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.
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MONTHLY DROP-IN GRIEF GROUP 
Ascension at Home grief support groups are adult 
gatherings providing added support to individuals who 
have experienced the death of a loved one. Gather and 
share in a safe and caring environment for support and 
a place to talk about grief and how it is impacting your 
life. Open to any community adult experiencing grief.

When:   Second Tuesday of every month
  4:00 PM - 5:30 PM
Where:  Bell Tower Residence Hall - Lobby
  1500 O’Day Street, Merrill

No registration necessary. For more information, call 
Christina Harkness at 1.800.643.4663

NURSERY NEWS
Our littlest members are loving their new 
nursery space! Nursery care is available 
during our 9:00 AM worship service. Feel 
free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers 
will be happy to care for them during the service. (If 
you have not already done so, please complete an 
enrollment form for your child.)

7th & 8th GRADERS ... 

Please NOTE THE FOLLOWING CHANGE:  Faith 
Formation class will be held on January 28 at 9:00 AM. 
This is a change from the previously printed schedule. 
There will NOT be Faith Formation class on Sunday, 
January 21 as previously printed.

7th & 8th Grade
Faith Formation

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

Sunday School will resumes Sunday, January 7, 2018. 
Parents should bring children directly to their Sunday 
School classrooms prior to 9:00 AM worship. Students 
will then come to worship along with their class and 
attend worship until they are dismissed to go back to 
their classrooms following the Children’s Time. 

CONFIRMATION 2017-2018 
This year’s Confirmation program began with a “soft 
opening” at our meeting on Sunday, December 3, 
and begins by centering arounding advent boxes and 
pondering wonder. If you did not attend this meeting, 
please contact Rev. Carnes ASAP. 

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

January 28 
February 4, 11, 25

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

March 11, 18, 25 
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Coffee Hour 
February 4, 11, 18, 25 
March 4, 11, 18, 25

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
It’s the easiest way to give! What are you waiting for? 
Give it a try! Email Tina to get the easy peasy instructions 
so you can set it up. Everyone who has tried it thinks it’s 
great. Just set it and forget it!

PINE CREST
The January Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, January 25. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Deloris Bauman, 
Judy Alft, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes 
will lead the worship service and Darlene Johnson is 
the pianist.
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While we have contracted 
for our snow removal, 
there are times when 
they may not be here 
immediately after the 
snow falls to get the 
sidewalks cleared, such as 
during worship services. 
If you can lend a hand 
on Sunday mornings by 
occassionally picking up a 
shovel or spreading some 
salt, we’d appreciate it!

SNOW REMOVAL THIS WINTER

A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesday evening worship  
beginning at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

Our world needs more of ... this.
Join us. 

All are welcome.

THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 21 - Third Sunday after Epiphany:  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery;  
9:00 AM Sunday School; 

Coffee Hour after 9:00 AM Worship
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM
ASH WEDNESDAY/LENT BEGINS - February 14 

EASTER SUNDAY - April 1

UPCOMING EVENTS

Remember ...

SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING 
to use in place 

of cash!

SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts and memorials will be published in next week’s Interpreter.

Can you sponsor a Coffee Hour?
The calendar is wide open!

Sign up on the kiosk
in the Kuck Lounge.
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Kent Reinhardt
Vice President Cliff Williams
Treasurer Marge Johnson
Secretary Beth Houle
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kristine Smith
  Judy Heath
  Janet Schaefer
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle CarnesCOUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY

Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? Your Church 
Council wants you to know you can get a copy of 
the most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any 
time, by request. Simply call Tina in the church office 
to get a copy.

We are still looking for vocalists and instrumentalists 
to fill our music calendar. If you or someone you know 
would like to grace us with your musical talents, please 
contact Jim Bjorklund at 715.539.3442 to get scheduled! 
Currently, we have openings on the following dates:

January 14  February 11  
February 25  March 11

SPECIAL 
MUSIC

NEEDED

At 5 PM Monday

4 Meat Pizza, Cheesy Bread 
Salad 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

YOUR 2018 CHURCH COUNCIL
Back row, left to right:  Cliff Williams, Judy Heath, Rev. 
Kyle Carnes, Jennifer Oestreich, Kristine Bowe, Janet 
Schaefer, and Kristine Smith. Front row, left to right: 
Beth Houle, Kent Reinhardt, Marge Johnson, and Tyler 
Drake. Missing from photo: Christopher Stamm and 
Kevin Golisch.  

Breaking Bread meal sponsored by Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill
Thursday, January 18 - 4:30 to 6:00 PM

Serving:  Hot ham sandwiches, cheesy potatoes, 
dessert, milk, coffee, and water

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2
3

FOOD FOR KIDS
Saint Stephens is now able to accept 
donations for the Food for Kids 
program we have adopted. Checks 
for Food for Kids should be made 
payable to:  Food for Kids and may 
be dropped into the collection plate 
or delivered to the church office.

Food Pantry 
Donations for this month

totaled 168 pounds!

Thanks to everyone who 
helps support our local 

Food Pantry!



Bring: Your Aluminum Cans
Where: To St. Stephens 

Drop off by the office door or in back of the office
When: Anytime!

Why: St. Stephens will recycle cans for cash

RECYCLE WITH ST. STEPHENS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21 ... Third Sunday after Epiphany
- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery Available 
9:00 Sunday School  

Musicians is Darlene Johnson and the Choir.  
Flowers on the altar are in memory of Lloyd Buck, Sr., from Cheryl & Dave Buck. 
Radio Ministry is sponsored by Scott & Kelly Wallace, wishing everyone health 

and happiness and every good blessing in 2018. 
Coffee Hour is sponsored by Kenyon and Bailee Golisch. 

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JANUARY 22 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23 
 4:30 Worship Team 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 
 7:00 Choir 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:30 Girl Scouts - Troop 7075 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.


