
E-MAIL US
Reverend Kyle Carnes

Tina L. Scott-Bus. Manager

Kelly Krembs-Admin. Asst.

Jason Chandler-Facilities Mgr.

Mary Pat Campbell-Interim 
Pastoral Associate

The Interpreter

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Gifting with Scrip 2

The Christmas Fund 3

Christmas Spirit 3

Radio Sponsor 3

Umbrellas & Mugs 3

Christmas Hams 4

Christmas Services 4-5

Poinsettias 5

Leadership Institute 6

Special Gifts 7

Feed Your Spirit 8

Upcoming Events 8

Local Grief Group 10

Church Decorating 10

Humor 11

Weekly Calendar 12

LINK UP
UCC

WI Conference

NW Association

December 12, 2017

No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

Continued on page 2

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING

I am pleased to once again announce that Saint Stephens’ Church Council voted 
Monday night to donate all of the Christmas Eve Offering gathered at all three 
evening services this year. This display of faith and generosity is a sign of health and 
courage that moves us towards the future. 

Before I go into the offering, I’d like to clarify a few things. First, this decision began 
with fiscal considerations. For the first time in a long time, this congregation is on 
pace to finish three years in a row in the black. Meaning we’ve paid our bills in full 
for two years and are projected to do the same this year, as well. Because of this, 
the Church Council feels comfortable, even excited about giving away the Christmas 
Eve Offering again. There has been the occasional statement made that if we are 
able to give away the Christmas Eve offering, then the church doesn’t need our 
regular gifts and offerings. This couldn’t be further from the truth. It’s because of the 
congregation’s faithfulness during the year that our bills are paid, so we can all feel 
really good about our fiscal situation and about being generous as a congregation 
at Christmas time.

If anyone ever has any questions about the financial situation of the church, please 
feel free to speak to me; Tina Scott, our business manager; or a member of Church 
Council whose names are printed in this Interpreter. Thank you for your faithfulness!

This is our third annual Christmas Eve Offering donation. I am so humbled and moved 
as I get to stand up on Christmas Eve and proclaim that we are a congregation that 
takes generosity and the Christmas spirit seriously. I believe this kind of generosity 
is both compelling and contagious. It makes a strong statement about who we are 
and who we want to be as a congregation. People have taken notice and have been 
compelled by it. 

I’m thrilled to announce that Church Council voted overwhelmingly to support the 
Food for Kids program with the Christmas Eve Offering this year. As hopefully many 
of you know by now, this program purchases and packs meals for elementary school 
kids in Merrill who need food assistance on the weekends, as they qualify for free/
reduced lunches at school during the week. Each kid who receives a bag has had 
a parent or guardian return an application for their child, so that we know they 
are receiving food with the knowledge of parents/guardians. We currently feed an 
average 156 kids per week from the first week of October through the last week of 
May.

Food for Kids has been around for 6 years now. Sue and Don Christiansen of Calvary 
Lutheran Church birthed and raised it. As they stepped away from it last year, Saint 
Stephens adopted it to make sure that it carries on and even grows.

Adopting Food for Kids is possible primarily because Beth Houle agreed to coordinate 
the program and Cliff and Renee Williams have volunteered to do all the purchasing 
and sorting of the food. Church Council agreed to take on the administrative costs 
for financial record keeping, mailing, printing, and postage. As a part of her role as 
Business Manager, Tina Scott, has taken on the additional responsibility of managing 
the books, and working on printed materials for the program, as well. There is an 
additional assortment of volunteers from our congregation who help pack the bags 
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SCRIP ... Your One-Stop-Shop for Gift Giving
Who doesn’t love gift cards, thoughtfully selected to match the 
recipient’s favorite things ...

Teenager with their first car:  Gas Scrip Cards
Coffee Lover:  Starbucks or First Street Coffee Scrip Cards
Your Favorite Fashionista:  Kohls Scrip Cards (or Scrip Cards for  
their favorite shop at the mall)
Married Couples:  A Scrip Card to their favorite restaurant for  
a night out.
Movie Buffs:  Cosmo Theatre Scrip Cards
Anyone with a Sweet Tooth:  Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe Scrip 
Cards
Teachers:  Bath & Body Works Gift Cards
Bookworms and Music Lovers:  Barnes & Noble Scrip Cards
Bargain Hunters:  Walmart or Shopko Scrip Cards -- They’ll 
have a ball doubling their money at after-Christmas sales!

for Washington Elementary (which we’ve done for three years now), and there are volunteers from three other 
congregations to pack the meals for three other schools.

It costs $3,300 a month to feed these kids. The program currently has enough money on hand to get through 
January and February. One thing that happened when Saint Stephens adopted the administration of Food for 
Kids, is that now every dollar that is given goes directly to purchasing food for kids in need. Every dollar collected 
on Christmas Eve will go directly to purchasing food for kids in need. This is the first year of the program under 
our direction, and we want to make sure that the first year thrives. There is good work going on to bring more 
community awareness to the program and to raise community dollars for it.

This Christmas Eve, however, is our turn. We raised over $8,000 two years ago. Let’s try to pay for the remaining 
months in full in one day. $9,900. I believe we’re up for the challenge.  But, don’t just keep it to yourself. Tell your 
friends and family about Food for Kids and about our Christmas Eve Offering. Anyone can give to our Christmas 
Eve Offering to feed our kids in this town. Every Christmas offering envelope will go to the Christmas Eve Offering 
and every check can be made out directly to “Food for Kids.” Spread the word about Food for Kids and about 
Christmas Eve at Saint Stephens. It really is something to talk about.

Continued blessings for Advent, as Christmas comes near,

Kyle

Continued from page 1
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SAINT STEPHENS LOGO’D MERCHANDISE FOR 
SALE - JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS!
Have you seen the awesome new umbrellas by the doors 
that our Radical Hospitality teams are using to keep 
folks dry on Sundays? While the umbrellas by the doors 
aren’t for sale, we have some just like them available for 
purchase in the office! $20 each while they last.

We also have Saint Stephens logo’d stainless coffee 
mugs with lids available for purchase in the office. $20 
each while they last. Great gift ideas!

Christmas Spirit Giving Tree
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Christmas Spirit Giving Tree, 
taking tags from the area trees and purchasing gifts for children whose families 
are experiencing financial hardships this year. While you may not get to see the 
smiles personally, know that there will be many, many smiles and tears of joy 
for 50 children this Christmas because of you and your generosity.

Christmas Spirit Gifts!
If you took a tag from the Christmas Spirit Giving Tree, 
PLEASE BRING THE GIFTS YOU PURCHASED FOR 
THAT CHILD TO THE OFFICE, ALONG WITH THE 
ORIGINAL TAG, as soon as possible! Gifts were due to 
be returned by last Sunday, December 10, and we are 
waiting on a few gifts that have not yet been turned in 
so we can get the gifts to the Christmas Spirit Team so 
they can distribute them to area children.

Remember:  If you took a tag from the tree, you will 
be the only source of gifts for that child. If for some 
reason you had good intentions but were not able to 
purchase gifts, please return the tag to the office and 
we will make arrangments to get gifts for the child.

Thank you!
- Christmas Spirit Team

RADIO SPONSOR 
NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 
Saint Stephens will be re-broadcasting 
our Christmas concert from this Sunday, 
December 17, on Christmas Day at 
12:00 Noon. We are in need of a radio 
sponsor for this broadcast. Cost is $190, 

the same as other radio sponsorships. You may sponsor 
this broadcast in honor of or in memory of someone 
you love, if you wish. Call the office if you would like 
to sponsor the Christmas Day broadcast. 

THE CHRISTMAS FUND
It is our JOY at Christmas that we are able to remember 
all those in our United Church of Christ who have 
nurtured our faith. The Christmas Fund is a part of our 5 
for 5 giving of our United Church of Christ.

As we prepare for gift giving, let us take time to remember 
the many gifts and blessings that have been bestowed 
on us through the years of service given us by pastors, 
music staff, office staff, and facility care givers, all who 
have touched our lives in special ways.

The Christmas Fund Offering is a special means to help 
provide benefits to active and retired pastors and lay 
employees and families with retirement income, health 
care, and relief during financial emergencies.

During this Advent Season we have had the opportunity 
to read in our Sunday bulletins how thankful recipients 
of the Christmas Fund have benefited from the Christmas 
Fund when in need.  By our gifts we have the unique 
opportunity to celebrate clergy and lay employees who 
have shared their gifts and time on our behalf in our 
United Church of Christ.

You have received Christmas fund envelopes in worship 
and through the Interpreter.  Place your envelope number 
on the envelope to aid the office staff. This offering may 
be received through Sunday the 24th. May each of us 
prayerfully consider our blessings and give joyful thanks 
for all we have received in our church life.
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CAN YOU DONATE THE COST OF A HAM?
This year the Christmas Spirit Program is hoping to 
provide every family served by the program with all of 
the basics to have a delicious Christmas dinner with their 
family, to truly have a wonderful Christmas experience 
with their families. Various churches and organizations 
have agreed to provide different components of the 
dinner, and Saint Stephens has agreed to provide the 
funds to purchase hams for Christmas Spirit families. 

We anticipate there will be approximately 250 families, 
and hams typically cost between $15 and $20 each. 

Can you donate $15 or $20 to help purchase a ham for 
a family in need to have their own complete Christmas 
dinner this year? 

Donations for hams can be placed into a plain envelope 
and dropped off in the office or put into the collection. 
Simply write “Christmas Hams” on your envelope and 
include your name and/or giving number to receive 
credit for your donation on your Contribution Statement. 
Thank you!

7th & 8th GRADERS ... 

Mark your calendars. Our next Faith Formation classes 
will be held at 9:00 AM on Sunday, January 14, and 
Sunday, January 21, 2018. 

7th & 8th Grade
Faith Formation

CONFIRMATION 2017-2018 
This year’s Confirmation program began with a “soft 
opening” at our meeting on Sunday, December 3, 
and begins by centering arounding advent boxes and 
pondering wonder. If you were not here at Sunday’s 
meeting, please touch base with Rev. Carnes to learn 
how to get started!

Give a FREE Gift ... to Saint 
Stephens ... just by using 
Scrip! It’s FREE ... and the 

same as using cash!

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
Sometimes, for many people, the holidays aren’t 
those happy times Hallmark movies are made of. The 
holidays can be a sad time ... a lonely time ... a time of 
remembering and experiencing loss ... or feeling lost.

Come and find some light in the middle of darkness. 
Join us for a Blue Christmas Worship Service on 
Wednesday evening, December 20, at 6:00 PM. All 
are invited!

BLUE CHRISTMAS ...

a non-traditional holiday service 
for those who are stressed, 

lonely, or hurting

SAINT STEPHENS
Candlelight Christmas Eve

    4:00 PM
    7:00 PM
    9:00 PM (A 
           service of light, 
          with Communion)
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CHANGE TO WORSHIP SCHEDULE
There will be NO 10:30 AM Worship the remainder 
of December due to the packed weekend schedules:   
the Christmas concert on December 17, Christmas 
Eve services on December 24, and New Year’s Eve on 
December 31. A formal decision on the future of the 
10:30 AM Worship service will be announced soon.

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish you 
could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council meeting? 
Curious about church finances? 

Your Church Council wants you to know you can get a 
copy of the most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s Report 
at any time, by request. Simply call Tina in the church 
office to get a copy.

NURSERY NEWS
Our littlest members are loving their new 
nursery space! Nursery care is available 
during our 9:00 AM worship service. Feel 
free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 
to the nursery where our adult volunteers 
will be happy to care for them during the service. (If 
you have not already done so, please complete an 
enrollment form for your child.)

A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesday evening worship  
beginning at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

Our world needs more of ... this.
Join us. 

All are welcome.

Wednesday night worship

HOLIDAY OFFICE NOTES
The Interpreter will NOT be 
published the week between 
Christmas and New Year’s.

The Office will be CLOSED on 
the following dates to allow our 
staff to enjoy the holidays at 
home with their families:

Monday, December 25, 2017 
Tuesday, December 26, 2017
Monday, January 1, 2018
Tuesday, January 2, 2018

PLANNING AHEAD FOR 
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
We will have Sunday morning worship 
service on Sunday, December 24, at 
9:00 AM. There will be no 10:30 AM 
service. Candlelight evening services at 

4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 9:00 PM.

There will be no worship service on Christmas Day, 
Monday, December 25.  

CHOIR REHEARSAL UPDATES
There will be NO Choir rehearsal on December 27 or  
January 3. Please note this change, as it was incorrectly 
printed on the December calendar.

POINSETTIAS
If you would like to bring a 
poinsettia to decorate the 
church for the holidays, 
you are invited to drop 
it off in the office during 
regular office hours. You 
can have your poinsettia 
be in memory or in honor 
of someone, and we will 

print those intentions in the Interpreter. A sign-up sheet 
for that is in the office. BUT you don’t have to have 
a memorial to bring a poinsettia! That is completely 
optional. If you would like your poinsettia back after the 
holiday season, please label your plant clearly. 

PINE CREST
The December Pine Crest worship service will be held 
at 2:00 PM on Thursday, December 21. Members 
scheduled to assist residents to the service are Deloris 
Bauman, Renee Williams, and Penny Hommerding. 
Rev. Kyle Carnes will lead the worship service and 
Darlene Johnson is the pianist. 
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LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE ... 

MY THOUGHTS FROM MY EXPERIENCE

What can a cradle Roman Catholic (who also went 
to the Missouri Synod Lutheran Church for about 12 
years), who works at a United Church of Christ, learn 
from a Methodist church leadership conference? Well, 
it turns out quite a lot, actually!

When it comes to Christian leadership, we have more 
in common than not. And truth be told, I think our faiths 
have a lot more in common than not, as well, though 
I’m sure some would beg to differ. But we all worship 
the same loving God, we all believe in a ressurected 
Jesus, and we all work to lead in faith communities 
that require a delicate balance of business acumen, 
communication skills, the ability to work with people from all walks of life, and (hopefully) a deep spirituality that 
crosses any boundaries of Christian denomination. 

While at the Leadership Institute in Leawood/Kansas City with Cliff & Renee Williams, Beth Houle, Kathy Hass, 
and Rev. Carnes, I bonded with this group in an incredible way. As others have mentioned, sharing some of the 
sessions with powerful and motivating speakers as a group, singing songs of worship together, sitting beside 
one another and holding hands during prayers, and opening our eyes afterwards to find that I was not the only 
one crying but, in fact, all of us were nearly sobbing aloud ... we were so moved by the Holy Spirit that it is an 
experience I will not soon forget, and it will impact my commitment to Saint Stephens as a community for many 
years. You see, even if I do not belong to this church as a member, I feel deeply in my soul that this is where God 
wants me to be serving at this time in my life. And I believe my experiences at the Leadership Institute helped 
better equip me to follow this calling in new ways ... and I am excited to continue the process of discovering all 
of those ways and to share them with you.

While at the Leadership Institute, I attended two break-out sessions. One session focused on best business practices 
for churches from a financial standpoint. While much of the content reinforced what I already know or do in my 
role as Business Manager here at Saint Stephens, I did pick up a few pointers or recommendations we may be 
able to use here, as well.

The other break-out session I attended focused on small group ministries. I came away from this session inspired 
by all the ways small groups here at Saint Stephens might enhance the deep sense of community I already feel in 
the air  here and how we might broaden the reach of that sense of community to others who don’t necessarily yet 
feel that same closeness and inclusion. I ... along with the other members of our group who went to Leadership 
Institute ... were so filled with the Spirit and with ideas and enthusiasm for all the ways we might be able to share 
what we learned ... and you will be hearing more about many of these ideas in the weeks and months to come, 
I’m sure. 

Already you are seeing how our group was inspired by the Radical Hospitality we were blessed to receive from 
the volunteers and members of the Church of the Ressurrection ... and how that Radical Hospitality is spreading 
here at Saint Stephens. This is just the tip of the iceberg. 

I am excited for all that is to come! Thank you, Rev. Carnes and Church Council, for inviting me to be a part of 
this leadership experience. The Spirit is moving here ... I can feel it!

 - Tina L. Scott

HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE
The Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program runs through May 15, 2018. To schedule an appointment to apply 
for energy assistance, Lincoln County residents should call the Department of Social Services at 715.539.1344. 
Eligibility is based on household size and gross income in the three months prior to the application month. 
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SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts in honor or in celebration will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials
 $10.00 in memory of Elgart Salefske from Diana Huston & Lavern Sabatke
 $15.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Joan Lukes
 $100.00 in memory of Judith Rowe for our 50th wedding anniversary from her husband, Eugene Rowe
 $50.00 in memory of Judith Rowe for Christmas from daughter, Janie Rowe
 $25.00 in memory of our grandson, Derek Leavitt, from Carol & Eddie Leavitt
 $10.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Diana Huston & Lavern Sabatke

Choir & Music
 $25.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Jody Meyer
 $10.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Robert & Joan Hartson (this was originally shown as an 
  unspecified memorial)
 $20.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Walter Prey and Ronald Prey 
 $50.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Jeff & Darlene Hanig
 $50.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Janine Eckhart
 $50.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Cindy Vair
 $50.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Nancy Strand
 $10.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Franklin & Marlene Thomaschefsky
 $20.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Bonnie & David Jabas
 $150.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Mark Newell

New Roof
 $10.00 in memory of Lenore Ehlert from Robert & Joan Hartson
 $50.00 in memory of Don Forster from Ewald & Marilyn Katke
 $25.00 in memory of Mike Mosser at Christmas from Jerry & Carol Plautz

New Organ
 $80.00 in memory of my parents, husband, 13 siblings, and in honor of my 80th birthday on 
  December 13 from Deloris Bauman
 $20.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Lynn Henrich
 $100.00 in memory of our parents, Alfred & Elaine Boettcher, at Christmas from Dave & Joy Meyer
 $25.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman at Christmas from Dave & Joy Meyer
 $20.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Linda & Bryan Plautz
 $50.00 in memory of Donald Wold at Christmas from wife, Lois Wold
 $20.00 in memory of Barb Dintelman from Holly Henrich

Anniversary
 $10.00 in memory of Mary Jane Van Der Geest from Jeff & Sue Kraft

You can purchase any in-stock Scrip in the Church Office during normal business hours.
Cosmo Theatre   Menards   Burger King   Amazon.com    

First Street Coffee Station   The Gap/Old Navy/Banana Republic/Athleta   Bed, Bath & Beyond 
Shopko   Bath & Body Works   Kohl’s   Target   Walgreen’s   Clark’s Cup-n-Cone   Ace Hardware 

Shell Gas Station   Cenex   Holiday   Kwik Trip   Pine Ridge Mobil/AmericInn, Arby’s/BP/A&W    
BP   Piggly Wiggly   Dave’s County Market   McDonald’s   Culver’s   Walmart   Chips    

Los Mezcales   Pine Ridge Family Restaurant   Friendship House Family Restaurant 
Dairy Queen   iHop   Panera Bread   Pizza Hut   Starbucks   Arby’s   Subway   Dunkin Donuts 

Eagles Club   Hardees
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THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 - Second Sunday of Advent:  Worship at 9:00 AM featuring the Choir’s 
Annual Christmas Concert, with Communion, with Nursery;  
9:00 AM Sunday School; Coffee Hour after 9:00 AM Worship

NO 10:30 Worship  
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE - December 20 

CHRISTMAS EVE DAY - 9:00 AM Service Only 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES - 4:00, 7:00, and 9:00 PM

NO 10:30 AM WORSHIP - December 24 or December 31 
NO WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP - December 27

UPCOMING EVENTS

Remember to ...

 Keep CHRIST
in Christmas!

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Locusts and Chocolate

“And as John was finishing his work, he said, ‘What do 
you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but one is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
the sandals on his feet.’” - Acts 13:25

A non-Christian friend of mine registered a complaint 
last year. She had just found out that Advent does not 
begin in December, but usually on one of the last days 
of November. 

“If that’s true,” she asked, “why does my chocolate 
Advent calendar start on December 1st? I am only 
getting 24 pieces of chocolate.”

“You’re being cheated,” I told her. She nodded sagely. 
I think she may have gone back to the store and 
demanded satisfaction. 

Chocolate aside, there’s a lot that we miss out on during 
the Christmas season if we let the shopping malls and 
stores dictate our Christmas. Take, for instance, John the 
Baptist. He’s hardly a Christmas card-worthy character. 
The camel’s hair clothing. The locust-eating. The yelling 
in the wilderness.

And yet, John the Baptist’s story is intricately tied to the 
season of Advent, and the birth of Christ. He’s the one 
who shows us that something big is coming. He calls us 
to get ready for Christmas, not by sending out the cards 
and packages, or trimming the tree, but by preparing 
our hearts for love incarnate.

What I love about reading Scripture in Advent is that 
it calls me in. It reminds me that all the trappings of 
Christmas, which I love, are only signs of something 
better which is to come. It makes me slow down and 
get ready. It helps me not to miss the season because I 
am so caught up in preparations.

John the Baptist’s cries are a little different from opening 
the doors on an Advent calendar, but what they are 
calling us to is even sweeter than what we might find 
inside.

Prayer 

Dear God, help me to open my heart up to you this 
Advent, and help me to prepare the way for your love 
incarnate. Amen.

By Emily C. Heath
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CPR/FIRST AID TRAINING 
POSTPONED
We are still trying to get CPR/
First Aid training for Nursery and 
Sunday School staff, and anyone 
else who would like to attend, 
scheduled through the Merrill 
Fire Department. There has not 

been enough interest in attending a December session 
(likely due to everyone’s already overpacked schedules 
during Advent), so we will see if the Fire Department 
has available dates in January or February and will post 
a new announcement when we have those dates.

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
It’s the easiest way to give! What are you waiting for? 
Give it a try! Email Tina to get the easy peasy instructions 
so you can set it up. Everyone who has tried it thinks it’s 
great. Just set it and forget it!

CAN YOU HELP WITH 
WATERING?
We are looking for a volunteer to 
come in at least twice each week 
during this Christmas season to 
water the Christmas trees and 
all the poinsettias. Hours are 
flexible! If you can help, please 
call the office at 715.536.7322.

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, December 21 - 4:30-6:00 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Turkey with all the Fixings
Dessert

Milk, Coffee & Water
Sponsored by the Merrill Ministerium

Everyone is welcome!

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

But let’s do more than say it. Let’s show it! 
With Radical Hospitality.

Become a part of the Hospitality Corps!

Not sure what that is? Hang around on Sunday mornings 
and see radical hospitality in action. Then join us! Whether 
as a member of the “Corps,” or just in the trenches as you 
go about your life here at the church, let’s see what a little 
radical hospitality can do for the life of our congregation. 

We are still looking for vocalists and instrumentalists 
to fill our music calendar. If you or someone you know 
would like to grace us with your musical talents, please 
contact Jim Bjorklund at 715.539.3442 to get scheduled! 
Currently, we have openings on the following dates:

February 11  February 25
March 11

SPECIAL 
MUSIC

NEEDED

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

Love crafts and learning about Jesus? Come to Sunday 
School! Advent is here, and we will be learning about 
the Christmas story in wonderful ways!

Parents, please bring your child directly to their Sunday 
School classroom prior to 9:00 AM worship. Students 
will then come to worship along with their class and 
attend worship until they are dismissed to go back to 
their classrooms following the Children’s Time. 

Please note:  There will be NO Sunday School on 
December 24 OR December 31. Children should plan 
to sit with and enjoy worship with their families during 
these services. 

Remember to ask your children what they did and 
talked about during Sunday School!

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2
3
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FOOD FOR KIDS
Saint Stephens is now able to accept 
donations for the Food for Kids 
program we have adopted. Checks 
for Food for Kids should be made 
payable to:  Food for Kids and may 
be dropped into the collection plate 
or delivered to the church office.

49th Annual
Community Christmas Dinner

at St. Paul’s UCC 
426 Washington Street, Wausau

Monday, December 25, at 12:00 PM
Why spend Christmas alone? Come and enjoy a FREE 

Christmas Dinner with the Community.
Pre-Ordered Take Home Food may be ordered 
December 1-December 17 by calling 715.551.4166.

Give the Gift that Keeps on 
Giving ... Use SCRIP.

Remember ... SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!

Church Decorations & Decorating “2017”
The large tree in the sanctuary was donated by Terry & Kevin Krueger and Mike & Mary Walsh and Families. 
Wreaths were donated by Joyce Peterson Families in memory of loved ones. Special thanks to Brandon, Tiffany, 
Sawyer, and Justin Peterson for their time and labor. The altar trees were donated in memory of Lloyd Buck, Sr., 
by his wife, Ruth, and family. The tree in the Kuck Lounge was donated in memory of Warren Latzig by his wife, 
Lois, and Debbie & Tony Borelli. Thanks to Bruce Schaefer for the use of his truck and trailer.

Thank you to the following church decorators who helped decorate the tree and Sanctuary on Saturday, 
December 2:

Ewald Katke  David Golisch  Bruce Schaefer  Mike & Glynis Schroeder 
Todd Osness  Dan Pick  Clint Golisch  Ray & Marge Fehrman  
David Buck  Corey Dornbrack Ray Woller  Vern & Lottie Ziemke 
Kevin Krueger  Greg Heath  Mark Forster  Don Forster  
Jennifer Porath  Matt Krueger  Dennis Woller  Mark Woller  
Terry Krueger  Jeff & Pam Hetfeld Gerald Oestreich Stan & Debbie Seeger
Janessa Weisman Randy Perry  Mary Walsh  Nancy Reinhardt-Porath
Dave Schwartzman

MONTHLY DROP-IN GRIEF GROUP 
Ascension at Home grief support groups are adult 
gatherings providing added support to individuals who 
have experienced the death of a loved one. Gather and 
share in a safe and caring environment for support and 
a place to talk about grief and how it is impacting your 
life. Open to any community adult experiencing grief.

When:   Second Tuesday of every month
  4:00 PM - 5:30 PM
Where:  Bell Tower Residence Hall - Lobby
  1500 O’Day Street, Merrill

No registration necessary. For more information, call 
Christina Harkness at 1.800.643.4663

Kindhearted Home Care, LLC
is announcing

“The Solution to Your Resolution”
A Community 

Weight Loss Challenge

Kick off 2018 with a 12-week team weight loss 
challenge. Grab your friends, family, and co-workers 
to create your team!
• January 7 - March 30, 2018
• Teams of 4-6 people! Pick a team captain
• $5 per person
• Sign up at info@kindheartedhomecare.com or 

stop in at 120 S. Mill Street, Merrill, 
• Sign up deadline:  January 2, 2018
• Call 715.218.3722 for more information

DONATE TO ST. VINCENT De PAUL
Christmas is a time of love and gift giving. Please give 
to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that those 
who do not have clothes, food, and other needs to be 
fulfilled can share in the blessings of Christmas.
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At 5 PM Monday

Homemade Chicken Soup with 
Egg Salad Sandwiches 

 Hot Veggie 
Dessert (when available) and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

December 31 
January 7, 14, 21, 28

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
December 25 

January 28 
February 11, 18, 25

Coffee Hour 
December 31 

January 7, 14, 21, 28

Advent Season: 

What is Advent? A season of 
anticipation ... 

a time of waiting and planning and 
watching for what is to come. 

Prepare the way ... 

Let’s do it together!

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

Don’t forget to stop after church or stop by the 
office to buy Scrip for all your Christmas shopping 
and regular shopping needs this week! Wether it is 
clothes, toys, gas, baking supplies, or the trimmings 
for Christmas dinner, Scrip can help you get it all!

Food Pantry 
Donations for this month

totaled 210 pounds!

Thanks to everyone who 
helps support our local 

Food Pantry!

WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP - DECEMBER 27
There will be NO Wednesday evening worship on 
Wednesday, December 27, as Rev. Carnes will be out 
of town. Please mark your calendar.



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17  ... Third Week of Advent
- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM, with Communion 
Nursery Available 

NO 10:30 AM Worship 
 

 Musicians are Darlene Johnson, Wesley Boehm, and the Choir. 
Flowers on the altar are in memory of husband, Antonio, and son-in-law, Kevin, 

from Carol Garcia. 
Radio Ministry is in memory of my mother, Verna Kamke, from Marge & Phil 

Kamke. 
Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Rathke Family. 

Nursery will be staffed by Sally Woller, Michelle Roberge, and Darcia Hopp.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, DECEMBER 18 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Monday Teacher School

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19 
 10:00 Merrill District Meeting 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 
 7:00 Choir 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 NO Chimes

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Choir Christmas Concert
This Sunday, December 17
during 9:00 AM Worship
Join us to enjoy joyous  
sounds of the season!


