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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

MORE THAN SAYING THANKS

We receive something we like or appreciate and we say thanks for it. It’s simple. It’s 
transactional. It’s complete. How often is gratitude just a part of doing business? It’s one of 
the first things that we teach our kids to say, even before they can really talk. We give them 
something, and we prompt them to reflexively say “thank you.” We’ve conditioned them to 
respond with “thank you” anytime and every time someone gives them something or does 
something for them. When we really do it “right” and condition our youngest talkers well 
enough, other adults will even be impressed by how they “know” to say thank you, without 
even being asked.

Having polite kids is important. Being polite is important in its own way. It’s a social grace 
that keeps the wheels of society a little more greased, which certainly has value, but I’m not 
convinced that politeness is gratitude.

We can condition manners, but can we condition gratitude? 

I’m not convinced that every time our two-and-a-half-year-old says, “No, thank you,” he is 
graciously declining our invitation to stop throwing balls in the house. It’s simple obstinance. 
Our four-and-a-half-year-old is really forming a personality and a sense of what she likes 
and dislikes. When she receives something she’s been asking for or when she gets to go to a 
birthday party, she flaps her arms and jumps up and down with excitement. Is this gratitude? 

How do we recognize gratitude in ourselves, in someone else? A decently verbal two-year-old 
can offer a “tank oo” after receiving something he wants, but how do we know the difference 
between our social conditioning and something that can genuinely be called gratitude and 
thanksgiving?

Who are some of the most grateful people that you know? What is it about them that 
demonstrates and expresses their deep gratitude?

There’s the difficult, if not absurd, command in 1 Thessalonians to “pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances.” Is this gratitude? Or is this a command to simply roll with the 
punches and not stand up and fight back? Can we be grateful and assertive at the same time? 
Can we be grateful and experience the deep pains of human life?

In my experience, people who live with a sense of gratitude for this life do not give thanks 
because there are lessons to be learned in tragedy, as though wiping away what is truly tragic. 
They do not allow their gratitude for their life to excuse or cover up prejudice or harm towards 
others. There does, however, seem to be a strong correlation between sincere gratitude and 
humility. It is difficult to live from a place of gratitude and not find yourself deeply humbled. 
It is difficult to be grateful and arrogant at the same time.

I wonder what gratitude looks like on you. I think particularly in places of struggle or suffering, 
where does gratitude still show up without masking pain or discomfort?  How does gratitude 
form the will to live nevertheless? How do we muster gratitude in the midst of grief that does 
not cancel our grief, but actually provides more space for grieving than if we lacked gratitude?

In the midst of a wholehearted life, gratitude is not a transactional response, but the 
“nevertheless” that reminds us of meaning and places of deep joy, even if only in memory. 
Saying a conditioned thank you is great, perhaps even necessary in many situations, and 
it’s almost always cute coming out of a toddler’s mouth. At their best, the words “thank you” 
are a prompt for sincere gratitude, but they are not a substitute for it. If we are truly seeking 
gratitude this week, perhaps it’s not the list of things for which we are thankful that needs to 
be assembled, but rather the places where we find ourselves truly humbled and recipients of 
joy.

May you find your gratitude,

Kyle
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LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE ... 

MY THOUGHTS FROM MY EXPERIENCE

In September 2015, I was given the opportunity to 
attend the Leadership Institute in Leawood, Kansas. I 
found it inspirational and motivating. On the way home, 
I was asked what was the one most important idea I 
could bring back to the church. I knew immediately; I 
was called to congregational care.

In the months that followed, St. Stephens developed 
the backbone for the Congregational Care Team.

Fast-forward to September 2017. I attended Leadership 
Institute again. I was ready for new ideas and renewed 
inspiration. I again attended sessions on Congregational 
Care and membership on Wednesday.

I felt renewed and re-inspired in my mission to improve and organize Congregational Care. On Thursday and 
Friday, we attended the sessions together with our group from St. Stephens. These sessions were moving, to say 
the least. During one poignant portion of the closing session, we were all holding hands and praying; tears were 
streaming down our cheeks. We were so moved!

I wasn’t prepared for what the Lord had in store for us at this conference. It was informative, inspirational, 
motivational, and touched each of us in a way we didn’t expect.

In the days and weeks and months ahead, we hope to implement some of the ideas shared with us at the 
Leadership Institute. Please feel free to contact me to discuss any ideas you may have for congregational care or 
to be a part of the team. And as always, please reach out to me or the church office if you have a need for care. 
My phone number is 715.536.1307.

Peace,

Kathy Hass

HOLIDAY WISH LISTS
We have received “Wish Lists” from both Pine Crest and Haven. If you can help with new gifts for Pine Crest 
residents so they get gifts this Christmas, take a peek at the complete list of desired items on the bulletin board 
and kiosk.

Similarly, Haven’s Wish List has also been posted.

Here are some selected items from each Wish List. (You can also stop in the office and we will happily make you 
a photocopy of the complete “Wish Lists” from each at your request.)

It is so easy to take for granted all that we have each and every day, and in the excitement of the holiday season, it 
is easy to forget those who are less fortunate. Thank you for your generosity!

       Pine Crest Items Needed (for Men & Women)         Haven Items Needed

   Twin size comforters  Candy or Chocolate  Cleaning supplies  Towel sets
   Pajamas & Nightgowns (Not Silky, Ladies & Mens)  Shampoo, conditioner, body wash, lotion
   NEW stuffed animals       Makeup   Non-perishable foods of all kinds
   Large face watches (Ladies & Mens)/clocks   Butter, coffee, household staples
   Music CDs, CD players, ipods, earphones, etc.  Saran wrap, foil, paper towels, etc.
   Green Bay Packer things & Milwaukee Brewer things Laundry soap         Crafting supplies
   Large print word searches     Electric razors  Bus tokens    Diapers (Size 4 & 5)
   Batteries (AA and AAA)        3M Hooks   Gas cards & Grocery store cards (Buy Scrip!)
   Magnifying glasses  Sugar-Free Candy  Kleenex   Toilet paper
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SALVATION ARMY BELL 
RINGERS NEEDED AT 

WALMART FOR CHRISTMAS 
SEASON 2017

CAN YOU TAKE A SHIFT?

SAINT STEPHENS BELL RINGING SCHEDULE
Saint Stephens has been assigned blocks of time for 
ringing the bells for this year’s red kettle campaign on 
December 8 and December 9 at Wal Mart. Sign up on 
the kiosk to have fun, ring the bells, and raise funds for 
a worthy cause ... while sharing a smile and instilling the 
Christmas spirit in hearts all around you! What a great 
thing to do as a family or with a group of friends!

It’s Beginning to Look A Lot Like Christmas ... 
Mark Your Calendars for These Area Events
Merrill will ring in the Christmas season Saturday, 
December 2 with a Christmas Parade at 5 p.m.

Immediately following the Christmas Parade, Bell Tower 
Residence, 1500 O’Day Street, invites you to come and 
enjoy the bright decorations and lights and get into the 
holiday spirit with their annual luminaria display.

O’Tannenbaum Tour 2017

Saturday, December 2:  10 AM - 7 PM
Sunday, December 3:  10 AM - 3 PM

at St. Stephens United Church of Christ

Admission:
Adults (12 and up) $3
Children 6-12 $1
Age 5 and Under FREE

Proceeds benefit Lincoln County 4-H projects and 
community programs

NORTHWOODS VETERANS POST SEEKS 
DONATIONS 
Northwoods Veterans want to build a new multi-
functional facility to serve veterans and youth (including 
scouts) in our area. To contribute, make checks payable 
to:  WI VFW Foundation and mark your donation 

“Northwoods Veterans Post”, then mail to:  VFW Post 
1638, 205 N. Cleveland St., Merrill, WI  54452

FEEL FREE TO BRING YOUR BIBLE TO CHURCH
Any day can be “Bring Your Bible to Church Day.” Bring 
it along and follow along as we read the Scripture. We 
use the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) here 
at Saint Stephens ... in case your Bible is a different 
version and the text reads slightly differently ... that’s 
why!

PLANNING AHEAD FOR 
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
We will have Sunday morning worship 
service on Sunday, December 24, at 
9:00 AM. There will be no 10:30 AM 
service. Candlelight evening services at 

4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 9:00 PM.

There will be no worship service on Christmas Day, 
Monday, December 25.  
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SCRIP NOTES
The holiday season is approaching, and the Scrip volunteers would like to help you with your decision making 
when looking for gifts. Each year around this time, the company that we purchase scrip cards from (excluding local 
businesses) offers smaller denomination cards that can be used for gifts, stocking stuffers, etc. 

We have purchased the following cards and denominations for you to consider:  Applebee’s/$10.00, Barnes & 
Noble/$5.00, Buffalo Wild Wings/$10.00, Target/$10.00, and Walmart/$10.00.

We also have the following cards that we maintain in inventory:  Arby’s/$10.00, Chip’s/$5.00, First Street 
Coffee/$10.00, Hardee’s/$10.00, Johnson Gifts and Collectibles/$10.00, McDonalds/$10.00, Pizza Hut/$10.00, 
Starbucks/$10.00, Subway/$10.00, Taco Bell/$10.00, Bath & Body Works/$10.00, Cosmo Theatre/$5.00, and Ye 
Olde Sweet Shoppe/$5.00 and $10.00.

If you would like to spend a little more, we also have in inventory:  Applebee’s/$25.00, Buffalo Wild Wings/$25.00, 
Culver’s/$20.00, Eagles Club/$25.00, Ed & Sharon’s/$25.00, Friendship House/$20.00, First Street Coffee/$25.00, 
Los Mezcales/$20.00, Panera Bread/$25.00, Qdoba/$25.00, Pine Ridge Restaurant/$20.00, Red Robin/$25.00, 
Starbucks/$25.00, and Texas Roadhouse/$25.00. In addition, we also have Kohls, Old Navy, Pine Ridge Mobil, 
Shopko, Walgreen’s, Bed Bath & Beyond, and Target selling for $25.00.

If you have any questions, or if you are new to purchasing Scrip, the Scrip volunteers that are at the table on 
Sundays will be happy to answer any questions that you have. We also sell Scrip during the week in the office, and 
Tina or Kelly will be happy to help you.

Thanks to all. The Scrip program has made a definite impact financially for the Church.

- Scrip Volunteers

P.S. Buying furniture or new appliances as a gift? Miller Furniture, Courtside Furniture, and Hargrave Appliances 
here in town donate a percentage to our church when you spend more than $100, pay cash, and mention Scrip! 

SCRIP ... Your One-Stop-Shop for Gift Giving
Who doesn’t love gift cards, thoughtfully selected to match the 
recipient’s favorite things ...

Teenager with their first car:  Gas Scrip Cards
Coffee Lover:  Starbucks or First Street Coffee Scrip Cards
Your Favorite Fashionista:  Kohls Scrip Cards (or Scrip Cards for  
their favorite shop at the mall)
Married Couples:  A Scrip Card to their favorite restaurant for  
a night out.
Movie Buffs:  Cosmo Theatre Scrip Cards
Anyone with a Sweet Tooth:  Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe Scrip 
Cards
Teachers:  Bath & Body Works Gift Cards
Bookworms and Music Lovers:  Barnes & Noble Scrip Cards
Bargain Hunters:  Walmart or Shopko Scrip Cards -- They’ll 
have a ball doubling their money at after-Christmas sales!
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CHANGE TO WORSHIP SCHEDULE
NOTE:  There will be NO 10:30 AM Worship on Sunday, 
December 3, due to the Awareness/Education Meeting 
immediately following 9:00 AM worship. 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING TIME!
We need LOTS of people to help with decorating the 
church for Christmas. Luckily, we will be decorating 
AFTER the conclusion of the rifle deer hunting season, 
so we’re hoping many of you will come to help. We 
truly will need lots of helping hands to get everything 
done. All are welcome, and we hope you will join us 
as we make our worship space festive for all to enjoy 
during this holy season of Advent! 

Please plan to be at church to decorate on Saturday, 
December 2, bright and early at 7:00 AM. This is also 
O’Tannenbaum weekend, so please park in the far 
parking lot and know that there may be a lot of people 
in the building. Keep the Christmas spirit, and let’s turn 
the sanctuary into a beautiful wonderland to rival all 
the gorgeous decorated trees that will be downstairs!

Come and help decorate. Many hands make light and 
beautiful work! And it’s fun!

Don’t be a Turkey ... Use 
SCRIP!

SCRIP costs you NOTHING 
to use in place of cash!

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

But let’s do more than say it. Let’s show it! 
With Radical Hospitality.

Become a part of the Hospitality Corps!

Not sure what that is? Hang around on Sunday mornings 
and see radical hospitality in action. Then join us! Whether 
as a member of the “Corps,” or just in the trenches as you 
go about your life here at the church, let’s see what a little 
radical hospitality can do for the life of our congregation. 

Do you sing? Play an instrument? Perhaps both?

We are still looking for vocalists and instrumentalists 
to fill our music calendar. If you or someone you know 
would like to grace us with your musical talents, please 
contact Jim Bjorklund at 715.539.3442 to get scheduled! 
Currently, we have openings on the following dates:

December 31  January 28
February 11  February 25
March 11

SPECIAL 
MUSIC

NEEDED

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
Ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes? Wish 
you could be a fly on the wall at a Church Council 
meeting? Curious about church finances? 

Your Church Council wants you to know you can get 
a copy of the most recent Minutes and Treasurer’s 
Report at any time, by request. Simply call Tina in the 
church office to get a copy.
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Trail Maintenance

“What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through 
whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to 
each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
growth...The one who plants and the one who waters 
have a common purpose...” - I Corinthians 3:5-6, 8a

We’ve only just met Ruby, but now we’re piled into her 
SUV on our way to the trailhead. She’s giving us the lay 
of the land:

“Follow the yellow blazes. If you haven’t seen one in a 
while, turn around. You know about the river crossing? 
It shouldn’t be too bad now, maybe a foot deep. But 
this spring...”

She tells us about posting signs when the river was too 
high to ford. She warns us about the bear that stole one 
hiker’s boots. She brags on the beauty of the trail near 
her home in Lincoln County.

Ruby is a volunteer. One of hundreds who dutifully 
maintain a few miles of the Ice Age Trail as it winds 
through Wisconsin. She checks the water level. She 
clears fallen trees with her chainsaw. She shuttles out-
of-towners across two counties on a Tuesday morning.

Ruby is an expert. She knows every curve and climb in 
her section. She warns us of its obstacles and impresses 
upon us its specialness. She wants to hear if anything 
is amiss.

Ruby is a disciple. Like Paul and Apollos, she undertakes 
her labor with seriousness and love. Like them, she 
cooperates with others to a common purpose. Like 
them, she knows she can only take responsibility for a 
small section of the way, and God will have to get us 
to the end.

Prayer

Trailblazer, show me the path that is mine to care for. 
Bless those who travel my way. Amen.

By Vince Amlin

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR NEW MERRILL HOMELESS 
SHELTER
You may not see them, but they’re here. You may walk or drive 
by them and not know that they’re homeless. But right here in our 
Merrill community, there are men, women, and children without a 
place to call home ... without a safe place to sleep.

The new Merrill Community Homeless Shelter, which will be 
known as Habitat Home, and will be located at 407 West Main 
Street, is planning for a December opening to address the need for 
shelter and to help the homeless in our area. Homeless is a very 
scary and lonely place to be. But you can help.

The new shelter property is currently being renovated to include showers, bathrooms, and washer and dryer 
facilities, as well as areas for homeless individuals and families to get in out of the cold, sleep/rest, and get 
something to eat. 

Now we need volunteers to make this much-needed resource a reality. At least two volunteers (preferably one 
female and one male) will be needed on each of the three shifts (7:00 PM-11:00 PM, 11:00 PM-4:00 AM, and 
4:00 AM-8:30 AM), to stay and provide support at the shelter, all seven days a week, including holidays. Training 
for volunteers will be provided. If you would like to learn more or sign up to volunteer, please call or email 
Julie Schulz, Habit Home Manager, at 715.921.4706 or habitathomemerrill@gmail.com and share your interest, 
indicate your availability, and find out how to take the next step toward giving someone else “a step up” during 
a difficult time in their life.



November 21, 2017
Page 7THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

7th & 8th GRADERS ... 

Please note the updated Faith Formation class schedule. 
Faith Formation classes for December will now be held 
on Sunday, December 3, and Sunday, December 10, 
at 9:00 AM. There will be no Faith Formation class on 
December 17.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

Love crafts and learning about Jesus? Come to Sunday 
School! Advent is just around the corner, and we will be 
learning about the Christmas story in wonderful ways!

Parents, please bring your child directly to their Sunday 
School classroom prior to 9:00 AM worship. Students 
will then come to worship along with their class and 
attend worship until they are dismissed to go back to 
their classrooms following the Children’s Time.

NURSERY NEWS
Our littlest members are loving their new 
nursery space! Nursery care is available 
during our 9:00 AM worship service. Feel 
free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers 
will be happy to care for them during the service. (If 
you have not already done so, please complete an 
enrollment form for your child.)

Is your child age 3, 4, or 5? They’ll love playing with 
other kids, doing crafts, and learning about Jesus in 
our Pre-K/K Sunday School class on the second floor. 
Please complete an enrollment form for each child 
attending Sunday School and then join us!

Children in grades 1 through 6 have Sunday School 
every Sunday during the program year (unless otherwise 
noted), and 7th & 8th graders meet twice per month 
during 9:00 AM worship for Faith Formation. 

FOOD FOR KIDS
Saint Stephens is now able to accept 
donations for the Food for Kids 
program we have adopted. Checks 
for Food for Kids should be made 
payable to:  Food for Kids and may 
be dropped into the collection plate 
or delivered to the church office.

7th & 8th Grade
Faith Formation

CPR/FIRST AID TRAINING 
OFFERED
At our request, the Merrill Fire 
Department will be providing 
CPR/First Aid training for 
Nursery and Sunday School staff, 
and we’d like to invite you to 
attend if you would like to get 

CPR certified, as well!  They would like us to break up 
into groups of 8 (possibly up to 10).  The dates that they 
have available are:  December 18, December 21, and 
December 22.  If you would like to attend one of these 
sessions, please call Jennifer Porath at 715.218.2978 to 
let her know which date works best for you, as she will 
be putting attendees into groups. Please note, this is a 
six hour training, so they suggested we do 8:00 AM-
2:00 PM or 2:00 PM-8:00 PM.  Please let her know 
which of these times work best for you or if you are 
flexible either way.

Choir Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 17

during 9:00 AM Worship
Join us to enjoy joyous  
sounds of the season!

Wausau Lyric Choir presents
a 2017 Christmas Concert entitled: 

A Portrait of the Nativity
Saturday, December 9, at 7:30 PM and

Sunday, December 10, at 3:00 PM
First Presbyterian Church
406 Grant Street, Wausau

Tickets are REQUIRED but they are FREE. Contact a 
choir member to get tickets, call the Performing Arts 
Foundation (715.842.0988), or get them at the door.
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Christmas Spirit
Santa’s Helpers Needed!!

The Christmas Spirit Giving Tree has now been placed near the Second Street entry to the church - not far from 
the Scrip table and the coat closet.

Can you put on your Santa Elf hat this week, stop by the church when you are about town, select a tag (and sign 
it out on the Gift Registration sheet near the tree), and shop for a special gift to bring joy and love to a child this 
Christmas? Remember that you will be the ONLY source of gifts for the child on your tag this Christmas.

Return the gifts, UNWRAPPED – in a gift bag with handles, along with 
the ORIGINAL GIFT TAG, to the church office no later than Sunday, 
December 10, for check in and distribution to the children in time for 
Christmas..

If you aren’t able to shop for a child, you can also send donations (SCRIP 
cards for Walmart would be great!) so we can purchase needed gifts.

Mail to:          Christmas Spirt
                      PO Box 912
                      Merrill, WI  54452

Thank you for choosing to participate in the Christmas Spirit Program! 
It is because of you, and people like you, that we can all join together  
throughout Lincoln County and support one another during this holiday 
season!

SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts in honor or in celebration will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials
 $100.00 in memory of the church members we remember on this Totenfest Sunday from Bev King
 $20.00 in memory of Lenore Ehlert from Jerry & Elmira Krause
 $10.00 in memory of Lenore Ehlert from Gerry Dotter

New Roof Fund
 $50.00 in honor of Gary A. Sholund from his sons
 $5.00 in memory of Elgart Salefske from Ruth Buck
 $50.00 in memory of Lenore Ehlert from Gary Sholund, Sr. & Pat Schultz

Organ Fund
 $25.00 in memory of Lenore Ehlert from Ewald & Marilyn Katke
 $10.00 in memory of Lenore Ehlert from Phyllis Reinhardt
 $10.00 in memory of Lenore Ehlert from Joan Lukes

for everyone you meet is going through something you know nothing about.
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SAINT STEPHENS
Candlelight Christmas Eve

    4:00 PM
    7:00 PM
    9:00 PM (Led 
           by the people,
          with Communion)

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
Sometimes, for many people, the holidays aren’t 
those happy times Hallmark movies are made of. The 
holidays can be a sad time ... a lonely time ... a time of 
remembering and experiencing loss ... or feeling lost.

Come and find some light in the middle of darkness. 
Join us for a Blue Christmas Worship Service on 
Wednesday evening, December 20, at 6:00 PM. All 
are invited!

BLUE CHRISTMAS ...

a non-traditional holiday service 
for those who are stressed, 

lonely, or hurting At 5 PM Monday

Four Meat Pizza 
 Hot Veggie 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

MEETING FOR CONFIRMATION
Confirmation is getting ready to begin! Parents and 9th 
graders and anyone planning to begin the Confirmation 
process should plan to attend a meeting on Sunday, 
December 3, at 11:00 AM (after the Awareness/
Education meeting).

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
December 17, 31 

January 7, 14, 21, 28

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

January 28 
February 11, 18, 25

Coffee Hour 
December 31

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
It’s the easiest way to give! What are you waiting 
for? Give it a try! Email Tina to get the easy peasy 
instructions so you can set it up. Everyone who has 
tried it thinks it’s great. Just set it and forget it!

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s as Easy as 1-2-3!
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256

You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the 
link.

 Follow the prompts. 

1
2
3

Advent Season 
is almost here!

What is Advent? A season of 
anticipation ... 

a time of waiting and planning and 
watching for what is to come. 

Prepare the way ... 

Let’s do it together!
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A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesday evening worship  
beginning at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

Our world needs more of ... this.
Join us. 

All are welcome.

THIS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26 - TOTENFEST:  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery;  
9:00 AM Sunday School; 10:30 AM Worship 

Coffee Hour after 9:00 AM Worship  
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM
DECORATING THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS - December 2

O’TANNENBAUM TOUR - December 2-3
ADVENT BEGINS - December 3  

LAST AWARENESS/EDUCATION MEETING - December 3 - Come and participate!
CHRISTMAS CONCERT - December 17 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE - December 20 
CHRISTMAS EVE DAY - 9:00 AM Service Only 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES - 4:00, 7:00, and 9:00 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

Wednesday night worship

        AWARENESS/EDUCATION

“... only to do justice and to love goodness,
and to walk humbly with your God.”
Micah 6:8

Mark your calendar! This is the last opportunity to attend an Awareness/Education Meeting to ask questions and 
give your feedback on the church’s possible plan that will be discussed. We hope to see you here: 

Sunday, December 3, 2017, at 10:00 AM (following 9:00 AM worship)

Your input is very important to us - so please join us! 

Please RSVP to Tina or Kelly in the church office at (715) 536-7322 or email:  tina@ststephensucc.net or kelly@
ststephensucc.net if you will be attending. If you have not attended one of these meetings, we look forward to 
seeing you there! We want everyone’s input!

Give a FREE Gift ... to Saint 
Stephens ... just by using 
Scrip! It’s FREE ... and the 

same as using cash!
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26  ... TOTENFEST
- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM, with Communion, Nursery Available 
10:30 AM Worship, with Communion

 Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Jim Bjorklund, Paula McIntyre, 
and Kelly Wallace.

Flowers on the altar are in honor of Gary Sholund, Sr., for his birthday,  
from Pat Schultz.. 

Radio Ministry is in in memory of Art and Phil Schaefer by the  
Prairie River Gang.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Sunday School Children. 
Nursery will be staffed by Sally Woller, Jennifer Porath, and Beth Badeau.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 4:30 REZ Group 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Habitat

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28 
 4:30 Worship 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 
 7:00 Choir 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 
 7:00 Decorating Sanctuary
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

USHER’S CLUB RAFFLE
Don’t forget to purchase your tickets for the annual 
Ushers Club Raffle! The drawing will be held Sunday, 
December 10, at 10:10 AM (after 9:00 AM worship) in 
the Kuck Lounge but you need not be present to win.

Tickets cost $5 each or get 4 for $10 or 10 for $20. 

Prizes include Mobil gift cards, a pair of Packer tickets 
to the game against the Minnesota Vikings coming up 
on December 23, County Market gift cards, Piggly 
Wiggly gift cards, a helmet autographed by Lynn 

Dickey, a winter jacket, a fleece jacket, and cash prizes in various amounts.  
Get your tickets early and often. 


