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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

OH THE DECISIONS …

Deciding what you give of yourself is, of course, a partial decision. Does my schedule allow 
this? Do I have previous commitments? What are my essential bills that have to be paid? 
What is essential? How do the numbers add up?

Deciding what we will give of ourselves is also a spiritual and value-based decision. What 
matters to me? Where does my spirit get fed? Where do I belong and find community? 
When the chips are down and the cards are played (not sure why I’m using a poker analogy), 
what do I believe to be most true in this life? What would I do if I felt courageous?

In addition to practicality and the spirit, deciding what we will give of ourselves - to anything 
- is also an act of the imagination. The things, places, people, organizations, causes, programs, 
and ideas in which we invest the most, are the things that we have the greatest imagination 
around. How can my hope play out through this? How does love become more real through 
this? How do I seek a future for my children? When I am most hopeful, what do I really 
believe is possible in this life?

It’s no secret, so it doesn’t do us any good to mince words. The church, like all organizations, 
requires financial contributions. A congregation our size and structure depends upon the 
work of staff, programming, and regular maintenance of the building. We have bills to pay, 
and our only source of income is the offering plate.

We are a congregation that lives and dies by the offering and gifts of our friends and members.

Here’s the good news:  we’re alive. 

And in reality, we’re more than alive. We’re growing. If not in number, certainly in vitality 
and spirit. The trouble with success is that it can birth complacency. Meaning that things can 
feel new and good, and we can be found breathing a sigh of relief and saying to ourselves, 

“Oh, thank God, the worst is over; now we can rest.” But that wouldn’t be the gospel. The 
gospel says, “With God, all things are possible.”

Now, to be clear, I’m not saying that this verse from Matthew is the best passage for 
stewardship, but it is an entirely different mindset from “phew” or “it’s ok we’re good now” 
or “we’re better off then others, we can take a break” or “I’m not really sure what’s happening 
at church, but I hear it’s good.” All of these might be perfectly reasonable responses, but 
they all also lack inspiration. 

I can only speak for myself, but I can tell you that I give and come to “work” each day, not 
because I think it’s my duty to set an example, or because it’s my job. I’m honestly inspired.

I’m inspired by the way so many of you are responding to your own sense that the Spirit is 
moving.

I’m inspired by your generosity and willingness to give to the needs of the community.

I’m inspired by the way that for two years now our bills have been paid in full and on time.

I’m inspired by those of you who have taken on leadership roles, and by the way the number 
of volunteers is multiplying.

I give of my time, talent, and treasure to the life of this church, because I’m inspired by what 
we’re doing, and by the reality that I don’t think we’ve touched our potential yet. That’s why 
I give to my church.

Why do you give to your church?

Blessings,

Kyle
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        AWARENESS/EDUCATION

“... only to do justice and to love goodness,
and to walk humbly with your God.”
Micah 6:8

Mark your calendar! You have only one more opportunity to attend an Awareness/Education Meeting to ask 
questions and give your feedback on the church’s possible plan that will be discussed: 

Sunday, December 3, 2017, at 10:00 AM (following 9:00 AM worship)

Your input is very important to us - so please join us! 

Please RSVP to Tina or Kelly in the church office at (715) 536-7322 or email:  tina@ststephensucc.net or kelly@
ststephensucc.net if you will be attending. If you have not attended one of these meetings, we look forward to 
seeing you there! We want everyone’s input!

LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE ... 

MY THOUGHTS FROM MY EXPERIENCE

I was given the opportunity to attend the 
Leadership Institute 2017 at The Church of 
the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, in 
September. First and foremost let me thank 
St. Stephens Church for sponsoring six of us 
to go on this trip! Many people have asked 
me, “How was your trip?” My dilemma is:  

“Where do I begin?”

The church was huge, but not only was it 
beautiful, it was very warm and welcoming. 
The first day we all took individual sessions 
to get multiple ideas. In each session we had 
different speakers who addressed different 
subjects. We were all excited to share what we learned and heard about in our individual sessions. There was 
much discussion with a lot of excitement and enthusiasum from all of us. In the evenings and the days ahead, we 
were able to spend time together in the sanctuary enjoying music, prayer, and hearing many different speakers. I 
learned many things to help me in my personal life and in my spiritual life. 

In one of my sessions, the speaker talked about how we approach or react to negativity - how it can affect our 
lives and, more importantly, how our attitude will affect others. How I can put a positive spin on negativity. Not 
that you can always look at every situation through rose colored glasses, but one ever-so-small positive thought or 
action can change the course of a situation.

The excitement, warmth, and caring was contagious at the conference. The time spent together with the five 
friends that went along and the bond we now share will be with me forever. I took home ideas and a vision for 
our church and a warmth and a spark to pass on here at St. Stephens.

Blessings,

Renee Williams

for everyone you meet is going through something you know nothing about.
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A BABY BOY!
Congratulations to Nicholas and Jennfier Burnett on the 
birth of a healthy baby boy, James Ronald Burnett, born  
on November 10, 2017, at 9:45 PM weighing 7 pounds, 
15 ounces, and measuring 20.5 inches. Grandparents, 
Shelly & Jerry Burnett, couldn’t be prouder!

SALVATION ARMY BELL 
RINGERS NEEDED AT 

WALMART FOR CHRISTMAS 
SEASON 2017

CAN YOU TAKE A SHIFT?

SAINT STEPHENS BELL RINGING SCHEDULE
Saint Stephens has been assigned blocks of time for 
ringing the bells for this year’s red kettle campaign on 
December 8 and December 9 at Wal Mart. Sign up on 
the kiosk to have fun, ring the bells, and raise funds for 
a worthy cause ... while sharing a smile and instilling the 
Christmas spirit in hearts all around you! What a great 
thing to do as a family or with a group of friends!

It’s Beginning to Look A Lot Like Christmas ... 
Mark Your Calendars for These Area Events
Merrill will ring in the Christmas season Saturday, 
December 2 with a Christmas Parade at 5 p.m.

Immediately following the Christmas Parade, Bell Tower 
Residence, 1500 O’Day Street, invites you to come and 
enjoy the bright decorations and lights and get into the 
holiday spirit with their annual luminaria display.

On Sunday, December 3, from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM, 
Photography by Tina will offer professional portraits 
with Santa at her studio at 607 N. Cleveland Street, 
Merrill. Santa’s elves will be on hand with cookies 
and cocoa to help children write letters to Santa and 
interact with the children, as well. For more information 
and cost of portraits, call Tina at 715.212.0767. No 
appointment necessary. 

O’Tannenbaum Tour 2017

Saturday, December 2:  10 AM - 7 PM
Sunday, December 3:  10 AM - 3 PM

at St. Stephens United Church of Christ

Admission:
Adults (12 and up) $3
Children 6-12 $1
Age 5 and Under FREE

Proceeds benefit Lincoln County 4-H projects and 
community programs

NORTHWOODS VETERANS POST SEEKS 
DONATIONS 
Northwoods Veterans want to build a new multi-
functional facility to serve veterans and youth (including 
scouts) in our area. To contribute, make checks payable 
to:  WI VFW Foundation and mark your donation 

“Northwoods Veterans Post”, then mail to:  VFW Post 
1638, 205 N. Cleveland St., Merrill, WI  54452
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SCRIP NOTES
The holiday season is approaching, and the Scrip volunteers would like to help you with your decision making 
when looking for gifts. Each year around this time, the company that we purchase scrip cards from (excluding local 
businesses) offers smaller denomination cards that can be used for gifts, stocking stuffers, etc. 

We have purchased the following cards and denominations for you to consider:  Applebee’s/$10.00, Barnes & 
Noble/$5.00, Buffalo Wild Wings/$10.00, Target/$10.00, and Walmart/$10.00.

We also have the following cards that we maintain in inventory:  Arby’s/$10.00, Chip’s/$5.00, First Street 
Coffee/$10.00, Hardee’s/$10.00, Johnson Gifts and Collectibles/$10.00, McDonalds/$10.00, Pizza Hut/$10.00, 
Starbucks/$10.00, Subway/$10.00, Taco Bell/$10.00, Bath & Body Works/$10.00, Cosmo Theatre/$5.00, and Ye 
Olde Sweet Shoppe/$5.00 and $10.00.

If you would like to spend a little more, we also have in inventory:  Applebee’s/$25.00, Buffalo Wild Wings/$25.00, 
Culver’s/$20.00, Eagles Club/$25.00, Ed & Sharon’s/$25.00, Friendship House/$20.00, First Street Coffee/$25.00, 
Los Mezcales/$20.00, Panera Bread/$25.00, Qdoba/$25.00, Pine Ridge Restaurant/$20.00, Red Robin/$25.00, 
Starbucks/$25.00, and Texas Roadhouse/$25.00. In addition, we also have Kohls, Old Navy, Pine Ridge Mobil, 
Shopko, Walgreen’s, Bed Bath & Beyond, and Target selling for $25.00.

If you have any questions, or if you are new to purchasing Scrip, the Scrip volunteers that are at the table on 
Sundays will be happy to answer any questions that you have. We also sell Scrip during the week in the office, and 
Tina or Kelly will be happy to help you.

Thanks to all. The Scrip program has made a definite impact financially for the Church.

- Scrip Volunteers

P.S. Buying furniture or new appliances as a gift? Miller Furniture, Courtside Furniture, and Hargrave Appliances 
here in town donate a percentage to our church when you spend more than $100, pay cash, and mention Scrip! 

SCRIP ... Your One-Stop-Shop for Gift Giving
Who doesn’t love gift cards, thoughtfully selected to match the 
recipient’s favorite things ...

Teenager with their first car:  Gas Scrip Cards
Coffee Lover:  Starbucks or First Street Coffee Scrip Cards
Your Favorite Fashionista:  Kohls Scrip Cards (or Scrip Cards for  
their favorite shop at the mall)
Married Couples:  A Scrip Card to their favorite restaurant for  
a night out.
Movie Buffs:  Cosmo Theatre Scrip Cards
Anyone with a Sweet Tooth:  Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe Scrip 
Cards
Teachers:  Bath & Body Works Gift Cards
Bookworms and Music Lovers:  Barnes & Noble Scrip 
Cards
Bargain Hunters:  Walmart or Shopko Scrip Cards -- They’ll 
have a ball doubling their money at after-Christmas sales!
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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT FAMILY APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
If your family is entirely unable to purchase gifts for your children this holiday season 
due to extreme financial hardship, the Christmas Spirit - Lincoln County United Giving 
Tree Program may be able to help bring a little joy into your children’s Christmas. Note:  
This program is not a way to give your children additional Christmas gifts but is only 
to be used if you cannot afford to get your children any gifts. You may be asked to 
provide documentation of current financial hardship or to participate in a personal 
interview to determine eligibility. All information provided is confidential. Applications 
are on the table outside the church office. Due date to apply: November 17.

CHANGE TO WORSHIP SCHEDULE
NOTE:  There will be NO 10:30 AM Worship on Sunday, 
December 3, due to the Awareness/Education Meeting 
immediately following 9:00 AM worship. 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING TIME!
We need LOTS of people to help with decorating the 
church for Christmas. Luckily, we will be decorating 
AFTER the conclusion of the rifle deer hunting season, 
so we’re hoping many of you will come to help. We 
truly will need lots of helping hands to get everything 
done. All are welcome, and we hope you will join us 
as we make our worship space festive for all to enjoy 
during this holy season of Advent! 

Please plan to be at church to decorate on Saturday, 
December 2, bright and early at 7:00 AM. This is also 
O’Tannenbaum weekend, so please park in the far 
parking lot and know that there may be a lot of people 
in the building. Keep the Christmas spirit, and let’s turn 
the sanctuary into a beautiful wonderland to rival all 
the gorgeous decorated trees that will be downstairs!

Come and help decorate. Many hands make light and 
beautiful work! And it’s fun!

Remember:  SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!

Food Pantry 
Donations for this month

totaled 224 pounds!

Thanks to everyone who 
helps support our local 

Food Pantry!

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER

For over 27 years, the Merrill Enrichment Center and 
local churches have been providing a Thanksgiving 
Day dinner to the community.

Dine-in, Carry-out, or Delivery is available. To arrange 
for delivery, please call the Merrill Enrichment Center 
(715.536.4226) by November 16.

This year’s dinner will be held at:

St. John Lutheran Church
1104 East Third Street

Thanksgiving Day, November 23
Dine-in at 12:00 Noon

Delivery will begin at 10:30 AM with Carry-outs 
available at 11:30 AM. 

Volunteer drivers still needed! Please call 715.536.4226.

Last year we delivered 144 meals, had 44 take outs 
and served 80 people at the hosting church!

Cost:  Goodwill donation to St. Johns
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because they’re old and they’re ours. The church needs 
a much wider, wiser love for all that came before us—
not traditionalism, but Tradition, the still-living past. 

A grateful love that knows we didn’t invent this thing 
called faith. That it was alive long before we were, and 
handed down, generation to generation. 

A humble love that knows we are recipients and 
products as well as agents and creators. 

A wondering love of all the stories, peoples, ideas, songs, 
events, rituals, institutions, and witness that made us 
who we are. 

A discerning, critical love of our vast, inspiring, often 
sinful, surprisingly creative, endlessly challenging, 
beautifully diverse Christian inheritance. 

To embrace the still-living past is to welcome a 
resourceful companion. To spurn it is to be left to our 
own devices. We know how well that works. Those 
who love only the new end up as stuck and sterile as 
those who love only the old.

We’ve been entrusted with a hope that’s more than 
merely contemporary. It’s also yesterday, tomorrow, 
and forever.  Everything new is not bad. Neither is 
everything old.

Prayer

Holy Spirit, from your vast treasure, draw out for us the 
gift and challenge of the old, the gift and challenge of 
the new. Amen.

By Mary Luti

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Old and New

“Each generation praises your deeds to the next, 
proclaiming your wonderful works. They remember 
them all…” - Psalm 145:4-5

Wallace Nutting (1861-1941) was a Congregational 
minister, entrepreneur, and antiquarian. Appalled by the 
shoddiness of machine-made things, he championed 
old things made by hand. ‘Whatever is new is bad!’ 
he cried, ginning up nostalgia for an idealized past, 
creating the modern antiques business, and amassing 
a fortune. 

‘Whatever is new is bad’ is the credo of some churches, 
too. But they don’t flourish like Nutting did. And they 
don’t even mind their moldering, as long as adored 
traditions remain intact. A pastor I know says that in his 
church the dead out-vote the living all the time. 

Traditionalism is unreasoning loyalty to old things 

HOLIDAY WISH LISTS
We have received “Wish Lists” from both Pine Crest and Haven. If you could help with new gifts for Pine Crest 
residents so they get gifts this Christmas, take a peek at the complete list of desired items on the bulletin board 
and kiosk.

Similarly, Haven’s Wish List has also been posted.

Here are some selected items from each Wish List. (You can also stop in the office and we will happily make you 
a photocopy of the complete “Wish Lists” from each at your request.)

It is so easy to take for granted all that we have each and every day, and in the excitement of the holiday season, it 
is easy to forget those who are less fortunate. Thank you for your generosity!

       Pine Crest Items Needed (for Men & Women)         Haven Items Needed

   Twin size comforters  Candy or Chocolate  Cleaning supplies  Towel sets
   Pajamas & Nightgowns (Not Silky, Ladies & Mens)  Shampoo, conditioner, body wash, lotion
   NEW stuffed animals  Makeup   Non-perishable foods of all kinds
   Large face watches (Ladies & Mens)/clocks   Butter, coffee, household staples
   Music CDs, CD players, ipods, earphones, etc.  Saran wrap, foil, paper towels, etc.
   Packer things         Large print word searches  
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7th & 8th graders ... 

See you in Faith Formation class THIS SUNDAY, 
November 19, at 9:00 AM!

Also, please note the Faith Formation class schedule 
for December has CHANGED due to the Christmas 
Concert. Faith Formation classes for December will 
now be held on Sunday, December 3, and Sunday, 
December 10, at 9:00 AM. There will be no Faith 
Formation class on December 17.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

Love crafts and learning about Jesus? Come to Sunday 
School! Advent is just around the corner, and we will be 
learning about the Christmas story in wonderful ways!

Parents, please bring your child directly to their Sunday 
School classroom prior to 9:00 AM worship. Students 
will then come to worship along with their class and 
attend worship until they are dismissed to go back to 
their classrooms following the Children’s Time.

NURSERY NEWS
Our littlest members are loving their new 
nursery space! Nursery care is available 
during our 9:00 AM worship service. Feel 
free to bring your little ones ages 0 - 2 to 
the nursery where our adult volunteers 
will be happy to care for them during the service. (If 
you have not already done so, please complete an 
enrollment form for your child.)

Is your child age 3, 4, or 5? They’ll love playing with 
other kids, doing crafts, and learning about Jesus in 
our Pre-K/K Sunday School class on the second floor. 
Please complete an enrollment form for each child 
attending Sunday School and then join us!

Children in grades 1 through 6 have Sunday School 
every Sunday during the program year (unless otherwise 
noted), and 7th & 8th graders meet twice per month 
during 9:00 AM worship for Faith Formation. 

FOOD FOR KIDS
Saint Stephens is now able to accept 
donations for the Food for Kids 
program we have adopted. Checks 
for Food for Kids should be made 
payable to:  Food for Kids and may 
be dropped into the collection plate 
or delivered to the church office.

USHERS RAFFLE 
The Annual Ushers Raffle is under way! Stop your 
favorite usher and ask if you can buy a ticket. This is a 
great fundraiser and funds are used to support the needs 
of our church community. For instance, recently the 
Ushers paid for two new large coffee pots we needed 
for the kitchen. And you could win a great prize, too!

WE’LL LEAVE THE LIGHT ON FOR YOU
You may have noticed the lights on 
outside of church doors after dark. Please 
know this is a conscious decision to 
both improve security and make our 
church a more welcoming presence in 
our community. And since we use energy 
efficient LED or fluorescent bulbs, the cost 
is minimal.

Do you sing? Play an instrument? Perhaps both?

We are still looking for vocalists and instrumentalists 
to fill our music calendar. If you or someone you know 
would like to grace us with your musical talents, please 
contact Jim Bjorklund at 715.539.3442 to get scheduled! 
Currently, we have openings on the following dates:

December 31  January 28
February 11  February 25
March 11

SPECIAL 
MUSIC

NEEDED

Don’t be a Turkey!
Try Scrip! It’s FREE ... and 
the same as using cash!
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Christmas Spirit
Santa’s Helpers Needed!!

The Christmas Spirit Giving Tree has now been placed near the Second Street entry to the church - not far from 
the Scrip table and the coat closet.

Can you put on your Santa Elf hat this week, stop by the church when you are about town, select a tag (and sign 
it out on the Gift Registration sheet near the tree), and shop for a special gift to bring joy and love to a child this 
Christmas? Remember that you will be the ONLY source of gifts for the child on your tag this Christmas.

Return the gifts, UNWRAPPED – in a gift bag with handles, along with 
the ORIGINAL GIFT TAG, to the church office no later than Sunday, 
December 10, for check in and distribution to the children in time for 
Christmas..

If you aren’t able to shop for a child, you can also send donations (SCRIP 
cards for Walmart would be great!) so we can purchase needed gifts.

Mail to:          Christmas Spirt
                      PO Box 912
                      Merrill, WI  54452

Thank you for choosing to participate in the Christmas Spirit Program! 
It is because of you, and people like you, that we can all join together  
throughout Lincoln County and support one another during this holiday 
season!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR NEW MERRILL HOMELESS 
SHELTER
You may not see them, but they’re here. You may walk or drive 
by them and not know that they’re homeless. But right here in our 
Merrill community, there are men, women, and children without a 
place to call home ... without a safe place to sleep.

The new Merrill Community Homeless Shelter, which will be 
known as Habitat Home, and will be located at 407 West Main 
Street is planning for a December opening to address the need for 
shelter and to help the homeless in our area. Homeless is a very 
scary and lonely place to be. But you can help.

The new shelter property is currently being renovated to include showers, bathrooms, and washer and dryer 
facilities, as well as areas for homeless individuals and families to get in out of the cold, sleep/rest, and get 
something to eat. 

Now we need volunteers to make this much-needed resource a reality. At least two volunteers (preferably one 
female and one male) will be needed on each of the three shifts (7:00 PM - 11:00 PM, 11:00 PM - 4:00 AM, and 
4:00 AM, and 4:00 AM - 8:30 AM), to stay and provide support at the shelter, all seven days a week, including 
holidays. Training for volunteers will be provided. If you would like to learn more or sign up to volunteer, please 
call or email Julie Schulz, Habit Home Manager, at 715.921.4706 or habitathomemerrill@gmail.com and share 
your interest, indicate your availability, and find out how to take the next step toward giving someone else “a step 
up” during a difficult time in their life.
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SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts in honor or in celebration will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials
 $20.00 in memory of Mary Jane Van Der Geest from Joel & Sue Wendt
 $67.00 in memory of my wife, Linda, for her 67th birthday which would have been on November 14,  
  from Randy Perry
 $25.00 in memory of Mary Jane Van Der Geest from Sharon Detert
 $30.00 in memory of Elgart Salefske from Mike & Mary Jo Messerschmidt and Polly & Ed Endres

Anniversary Fund
 $10.00 in memory of Mary Jane Van Der Geest from Ruth Harbath
 $20.00 in memory of grandparents, Selma & George Henrich, from Lynn Henrich

St. Paul’s Cemetery
 $20.00 in memory of my husband, Charles Case, from Kathy Case

Radio Ministry
 $190.00 in memory of our mother, Bernice Radke, and in honor of our father, Donald Radke, from  
  the Radke Family
 $190.00 in memory of my mother, Verna Kamke, from Phil & Marge Kamke
 $190.00 in memory of my father, William Kamke, from Phil & Marge Kamke

New Roof Fund
 $20.00 in memory of Mary Jane Van Der Geest from Dan & Patsy Pick
 $25.00 in memory of Elgart Salefske from Jerry Krause

Organ Fund
 $10.00 in memory of Elgart Salefske from Joyce Kufahl
 $25.00 in memory of Mary Jane Van Der Geest from Ewald & Marilyn Katke

CPR/FIRST AID TRAINING 
OFFERED
At our request, the Merrill Fire 
Department will be providing 
CPR/First Aid training for 
Nursery and Sunday School 
staff, and we’d like to invite you 
to attend if you would like to get 

CPR certified, as well!  They would like us to break up 
into groups of 8 (possibly up to 10).  The dates that they 
have available are:  December 18, December 21, and 
December 22.  If you would like to attend one of these 
sessions, please call Jennifer Porath at 715.218.2978 to 
let her know which date works best for you, as she will 
be putting attendees into groups. Please note, this is a 
six hour training, so they suggested we do a 8:00 AM-
2:00 PM or 2:00 PM-8:00 PM.  Please let her know 
which of these times work best for you or if you are 
flexible either way.
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Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship
A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesday evening worship  
begins at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

November 19 
December 17, 31

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
January 21, 28

Coffee Hour 
December 24, 31

At 5 PM Monday

Beans and Weanies, Corn Beef Hash 
 Hot Veggie 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

THIS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19 - Stewardship Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery;  
9:00 AM Sunday School; 10:30 AM Worship 

Coffee Hour after 9:00 AM Worship  
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM
WISCONSIN DEER HUNTING SEASON - November 18-26

TOTENFEST - November 26
DECORATING THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS - December 2

O’TANNENBAUM TOUR - December 2-3
ADVENT BEGINS - December 3  

LAST AWARENESS/EDUCATION MEETING - December 3 - Come and participate!

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING AHEAD FOR 
CHRISTMAS EVE
There will be a change to the times for 
Christmas Eve worship this year, and we 
hope this change will make it easier for 

families, especially those with small children, to come 
and worship together. The service times for Christmas 
Eve worship will be:  4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 9:00 PM. 
We will also have Sunday morning worship service 
that day, on Sunday, December 24, at 9:00 AM. There 
will be no worship service on Christmas Day, Monday, 
December 25.  

FEEL FREE TO BRING YOUR BIBLE TO CHURCH
Get back to basics with your Bible! Feel free to bring 
your Bible to church and follow along when we read 
the Scriptures from your own Bible. Who knows? It 
may inspire you to go home and dig a little deeper into 
God’s word when you’re not in church. 

Highlight in the pages of your Bible or make pencil 
notes in the margins during the sermon. Go ahead and 
do that if you feel so moved!

We read Scripture from the New Revised Standard 
Version (NRSV) here at Saint Stephens ... in case your 
Bible is a different version and the text reads slightly 
differently ... that’s why!



November 14, 2017
Page 11THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTIONS
Have you tried electronic giving yet? It’s fast, easy, and 
secure, and there are several different ways you can do 
it.

1. First, you can use your bank’s Bill Pay system to 
initiate checks being sent to the church according to 
whatever schedule you choose. 

2. Second, you can pay electronically online from your 
home computer. It’s easy to do, and you can either 

“set it and forget it” for regular weekly or monthly 
contributions, or you can go in and enter contributions, 
memorials, or special offerings whenever you choose. 

For complete instructions on how to begin giving 
electronically, contact Tina in the church office. She 
will email you easy-to-follow instructions. 

3. Third, you can text to give right from your phone, even 
while sitting in church if you want to. While everyone 
else is dropping an envelope into the collection plate, 
you could theoretically be making a donation via text 
at the same time. You could also do this before or 
after services or any time at all! Complete Text Giving 
instructions are printed in this edition of the Interpreter!

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s Fast, Quick, Easy & 
Convenient ... Wherever You Are

Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

1. Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256
2. You will get a reply message with a link. Tap 
the link & it will take you to a screen that lets you 
input:

• The Dollar Amount you want to give 
(minimum of $3 per transaction for text 
giving).

• The Fund you want your money to go to 
(by default it will go in Weekly/Pledged 
Giving ... the General Fund ... but you can 
choose any fund listed). 

• The Account Type you want to use to 
make your payment (Credit/Debit Card, 
Checking, Savings).

3. Beneath that, you will be prompted to enter 
the appropriate account numbers, expiration date, 
and/or security information for the account you 
selected. Be assured this is a secure system and 
we at Saint Stephens will never see your account 
information.
4. Check the box that says “I’m Not a Robot” and 
follow the instructions to verify you are not a robot. 
It will be a simple “human” test such as selecting 
some photos that meet a certain criteria.
5. Click the GIVE button.

You will get a Thank You message with a receipt 
immediately following your transaction to confirm 
that it went through. A receipt will simultaneously be 
texted to your phone number and sent to the email 
address you entered. 

If you have any questions or concerns, call Tina in 
the office. She tried it and successfully processed a 
personal donation to create this set of instructions. 

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
If you are ever curious about what is happening with 
your Church Council and church finances, you are 
always able to request a copy of the most recent Council 
Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time. While these 
two documents are too lengthy and cumbersome to 
include here in their entirety each month, they are 
always readily available to you. We want everyone to 
know what is happening in the life of the church. 

Simply call Tina in the church office for a copy.

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19  ... STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY
- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery Available 
10:30 AM Worship

 Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir.
Flowers on the altar are unsponsored at the time of this printing. The rose on  

the altar is in celebration of the birth of James Ronald Burnett, son of  
Nicholas & Jennifer Burnett. 

Radio Ministry is in in memory of George and Gerald Henrich by the  
Prairie River Gang.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Van Alstine, Hanig, Detert, and Weix Families. 
Nursery will be staffed by Beth Houle, Bonnie Koelsch, and Stephanie Brock.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Monday Teacher School

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21 
 10:00 District Meeting 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 
 7:00 NO Choir 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
Thanksgiving Day 
Office Closed

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
Office Closed
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

USHER’S CLUB RAFFLE
Don’t forget to purchase your tickets for the annual 
Ushers Club Raffle! The drawing will be held Sunday, 
December 10, at 10:10 AM (after 9:00 AM worship) in 
the Kuck Lounge but you need not be present to win.

Tickets cost $5 each or get 4 for $10 or 10 for $20. 

Prizes include Mobil gift cards, a pair of Packer tickets to the game against 
the Minnesota Vikings coming up on December 23, County Market gift 
cards, Piggly Wiggly gift cards, a helmet autographed by Lynn Dickey, a 
winter jacket, a fleece jacket, and cash prizes in various amounts. 

Get your tickets early and often. 


