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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

DOING ALL THE WORK

While I’m writing this, and perhaps even when you read this, I’m in a place called Lombard, 
Illinois, a suburb of Chicago, for some continuing education this week. As the next stage of the 
leadership initiative I’m a part of put on by the Pension Boards of our denomination, I am given 
the funds to select continuing education for myself. I’m attending the Advanced Clergy Clinic 
on family systems theory and how that intersects with organizational theory. The program is an 
extension of some initial training that I received through this same program. It’s offered through 
a great organization called the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center. I am reminded how time 
away for continuing education is always such valuable time, not just for learning, but also for 
renewing of energy and spirit, and for bringing some clarity to the work we are doing together 
here at Saint Stephens.

By now most of you should have heard about the Awareness and Education Gatherings we’re 
having throughout November to bring, yes … both awareness and education about a possible 
capital campaign to take care of some longstanding issues with the building and to see whether 
or not we are ready to imagine the future in a way that we do some other stuff, as well. The 
conventional and sound wisdom around capital campaigns is that we should dream and rise to 
the challenge of taking care of as much as possible, so that we don’t have to come back again 
in just a few years with other large projects that really need to be done. If you haven’t heard 
about these meetings yet, please call the office. Information has been in the bulletins and the 
Interpreter, and every household should have received a letter, as well. It’s something we want 
everyone to know about.

Please, please take the time to sign up for one of these gatherings. The more voices we have 
speak to the capital campaign, the better chances of success we will have. You input is needed 
and valuable. Please take the time to sign up for one of these gatherings following worship 
in November. These are not business meetings. And there is no asking for money. It’s a time 
to learn and think together about how we will best take care of our facilities so that we can 
continue to take care of one another and our wider community. Please take the time to sign up 
for one of these gatherings following worship in November. 

So, here’s the thing:  this is a building project primarily. There will also be a conversation about 
adding a mission component to the campaign, as well, but it’s primarily about the building. But 
what I’m learning this week is that no building project is just about external change or renovation. 
Every exterior change is also mirrored by a necessary internal change. In fact, oftentimes change 
in our world around us won’t happen until we experience some kind of internal or emotional 
change. At our best, they happen together.

It might seem strange to think that in order to get our building up to code and renovated, we 
would need to do emotional work, as well, to accomplish it, but it turns out to be true. Now, our 
Church Council has done their due diligence and talked through this campaign for more than 
a year and a half, so they are all in consensus that now is the time to do this. And many of you 
have been waiting for a decade or more for the roof to be repaired, in particular, and for other 
important projects, as well. 

Now is the time for us to wonder and work towards the future of this congregation. And before 
we can do it together, we must do it individually. We are each being asked to bring our own 
ideas, and to do our own work to imagine what we want for the future. I talk a lot about doing 
things together, but we don’t have a common brain or heart. We start and finish as individuals 
who have chosen to be together. The work of the community happens when each of us takes 
the time to think and pray and wonder separately, then shares our thoughts, feelings, and prayers 

- which are all three separate things. So, let us be up for the emotional work as much as the 
construction work, because only when each of us does our part, are we most likely to build 
something beautiful together.

Blessings my friends,

Kyle
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NEW TO SAINT STEPHENS? 
THINKING OF JOINING OUR CONGREGATION?

We are hosting special gatherings for anyone interested 
in becoming a member of Saint Stephens. Learn 
more about our church and get to know staff and 
church members. Our next new member gathering is  
Wednesday, October 25. We will attend worship at 
6:00 PM and then gather from about 6:45 to 8:30. If 
you are thinking of joining, and even if you didn’t get 
a letter, please come! You can also call the office at 
715.536.7322 or stop in to introduce yourself!. We may 
recognize your new face at services but not know your 
name or your mailing address, and we would love for 
you to attend.

TRICK OR TREAT ... WITH SCRIP
It’s only weeks away now ... little ones are imagining 
what they want to dress up to be, parents are shopping 
for Halloween costumes, and everyone is buying treats 
for the little ones who will be coming to their doors. 

Why not use Scrip for your Halloween-related 
purchases? For costumes and decor, chocolate and 
candy, and more ... at Wal Mart, Shopko, Target, Kohl’s, 
and other department stores ... you can get everything 
you need with Scrip ... and that’s no trick! Just a treat!

those kids are right.

I’m not against doing things well. In fact, I’m something 
of a perfectionist. But when I look at the gospel’s picture 
of discipleship, “excellence” is not a word that springs 
to mind. Jesus chose the least likely, least qualified folk 
for his inner circle. He hung with local scum. Many 
expected Jesus to be a triumphant, powerful king. 
Instead, he ended up on a cross, dying like a common 
criminal. Not excellent.

Why did Jesus betray our gold standard of excellence? 
Perhaps because striving for excellence puts the focus 
on what we’re doing, what we’re accomplishing, what 
our results are, not on what God wants to do through 
us which may, or may not, look anything like success. 

In other words, if we think we have achieved excellence, 
we are most likely patting ourselves on the back rather 
than praising God on our knees. Again and again, 
the Bible encourages us to pursue faithfulness, not 
excellence. Because excellence has little need for 
faithfulness and little need for God. Faithfulness is the 
more excellent way 

Paul pointed to and it’s my hope for you, and me, today.

Prayer

Excellent One, help me to lower my goals from greatness 
to goodness, fueled by humble faith.  Amen

By Matthew Laney

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Excellence is Not the Most Excellent Way

“I will show you a more excellent way…” - 1 Corinthians 
12:31

In her book, Overachievers: The Secret Life of Driven 
Kids, Alexandra Robbins documents an unhealthy 
culture of excellence and overachievement among 
middle and upper class American youth. Many compete 
feverishly for acceptance into prestige colleges while 
contending with illness, physical deterioration, micro-
managing parents, and emotional breakdowns. 

“When teenagers inevitably look at themselves through 
the prism of our overachiever culture,” Robbins writes, 

“they often come to the conclusion that no matter how 
much they achieve, it will never be enough.” Sadly, 
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SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts in honor or in celebration will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials
 $10.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from June Beltz
 $66.00 in loving memory of Steven “Beaver” Wendorf for his birthday from Rose Wendorf and Family

New Roof Fund
 $20.00 in memory of David Alt from Patsy & Dan Pick
 $5.00 in memory of Veral Kleinschmidt from Betty Krause

Radio Ministry
 $190.00 in loving memory of my husband, Warren Latzig, from Lois Latzig
 $190.00 in memory of Nathan Knospe from Mary Jo Laabs

St. Paul’s Cemetary Fund
 $500.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Family and Friends

        AWARENESS/EDUCATION

“Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable,
always excelling in the work of the Lord,
because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”
I Corinthians 15:58

We want every member of Saint Stephens United Church of Christ to be completely informed before we move 
forward with any possible future plans so plan on attending on of our Awareness/Education meetings!

 1.  Wednesday, November 1, 2017, at 4:00 PM. 
 2.  Sunday, November 5, 2017, at 11:30 AM (following 10:30 AM worship).
 3.  Sunday, November 12, 2017, at 10:00 AM (following 9:00 AM worship).
 4.  Wednesday, November 15, 2017, at 7:00 PM (following 6:00 PM worship).
 5.  Sunday, December 3, 2017, at 10:00 AM (following 9:00 AM worship).
  
Please RSVP to Tina or Kelly in the church office at (715) 536-7322 or email:  tina@ststephensucc.net or kelly@
ststephensucc.net to indicate which meeting you will be attending. We look forward to seeing you at one of the 
meetings.

HURRICANE MARIA RELIEF
Arguably the most destructive of the three hurricanes 
affecting the United States in 2017, Hurricane Maria’s 
devestation affected more than 3.5 million people in 
Puerto Rico who are still reeling from the storm. As with 
Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane Irma, if you would 
like to make a donation earmarked to help the people 
of Puerto Rico recover from Hurricane Maria, please 
simply place your offering in an envelope marked 

“Hurricane Maria” or “Puerto Rico” and we will ensure 
your funds get forwarded on to the UCC Disaster Relief 
team for their work in this area.
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COLLECTION FOR UNDER THE BRIDGE
We will be collecting socks, hats, gloves, coats, boots, 
and other warm clothing in the church office for 
distribution to the folks living “Under the Bridge” in the 
greater Wausau area as a part of our ongoing ministry 
to the homeless. This is primarily an adult population, 
and predominantly male, so please make donations 
accordingly. Donations will ONLY be accepted until 
October 31, as November 1 is the last day for this 
outreach for the season due to homeless shelters 
opening at that time.

All items should be clean and in good repair.

A BABY GIRL!
Congratulations to Mitch Badeau and Katie Knospe 
on the birth of a beautiful baby girl ... Kynlee Kathryn 
... born October 10, 2017, weighing 7.9 pounds and 
measuring 19” long. Every baby is a little miracle from 
God! What a blessing!

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/
ANNUAL MEETING RECAP
Thank you to everyone who attended last Sunday’s 
Annual Meeting. We hope you found the reports from 
the various centers of mission and ministry here at 
Saint Stephens to be valuable and informational. It is 
our hope that more of the congregation will become 
actively involved in the business and direction of our 
faith community. Being informed is the first step!

We hope you will all attend the Awareness/Education 
meetings to come so that you may also be informed, 
but beyond that, provide input into the future direction 
of questions that affect our building and Saint Stephens 
even as it extends beyond the walls of our sanctuary.

During the meeting, the proposed budget for 2018 
was formally approved. And your Church Council 
members were identified for 2018.

Tyler Drake, Kristine Bowe, Jennifer Oestreich, and 
Kevin Golisch were elected to serve for a second two-
year term. 

Christopher Stamm, who was appointed to Council 
to fill in for a vacating member earlier this year, was 
elected to begin a first two-year term in 2018. And 
Judy Heath, Kristine Smith, and Janet Schaefer will be 
joining your Church Council for new two-year terms in 
2018, replacing outgoing Council members who have 
served us faithfully these last years:  Sara Zastrow, Bill 
McIntyre, and Terry Krueger.

Celebrate Autumn!
Rejoice in God’s Bounty!
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Do you sing? Play an instrument? Perhaps both?

We still have quite a few openings for special music 
on our music calendar. If you or someone you know 
would like to grace us with your musical talents, please 
contact Jim Bjorklund at 715.539.3442 to get scheduled! 
Currently, we have openings on the following dates:

November 26
December 31
January 7

January 28
February 11
February 25
March 11

7th & 8th graders ... Our next Faith Formation classes 
are Sunday, November 12, and Sunday, November 19, 
at 9:00 AM!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

Love crafts and learning about Jesus? Come to Sunday 
School! 

Parents, please bring your child directly to their Sunday 
School classroom prior to 9:00 AM worship. Students 
will then come to worship along with their class and 
attend worship until they are dismissed to go back to 
their classrooms following the Children’s Time.

2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Boxes of contribution envelopes for 2017 are still 
available. Stop in the office if you would like a box.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 
AM worship service. If your little ones 
would like to play and socialize with 
other little people their age, feel free to 
bring them to the nursery where our adult 
volunteers will be happy to care for them 
during the service. (If you have not already done so, 
please complete an enrollment form for your child.)

SPECIAL 
MUSIC

NEEDED

MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY
Kenyon & Bailee Golisch are again putting a team 
together to rake leaves and help with yardwork as a 
part of “Make A Difference Day” on October 28. Do 
you need help getting yard work completed, perhaps 
due to illness, injury, or age restraints? 

Would you like to help us on October 28 to “Make A 
Difference”? Volunteer with us!

Please call Kenyon at 715.218.5745.

- Kenyon & Bailee Golisch

PINE CREST
The October Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, October 26. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Deloris Bauman, 
Renee Williams, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle 
Carnes will lead the worship service, and Darlene 
Johnson is the pianist.

FOOD FOR KIDS
Saint Stephens is now able to accept 
donations for the Food for Kids 
program we have adopted. Checks 
for Food for Kids should be made 
payable to:  Food for Kids and may 
be dropped into the collection plate 
or delivered to the church office.

USHERS RAFFLE 
The Annual Ushers Raffle is under way! Stop your 
favorite usher and ask if you can buy a ticket. This is a 
great fundraiser and funds are used to support the needs 
of our church community. For instance, recently the 
Ushers paid for two new large coffee pots we needed 
for the kitchen. And you could win a great prize, too!
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Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship
A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesday evening worship  
begins at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

November 19 
December 3, 10, 17, 31

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

January 7, 21, 28

Coffee Hour 
December 24, 31

At 5 PM Monday

Sweet ‘n Sour Chicken, Mashed Potatoes 
Hot Veggie 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22:  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery; 9:00 AM Sunday School;  
10:30 AM Worship 

Coffee Hour after worship service/Annual Meeting.  
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:  October 29

UPCOMING EVENTS

Courtside Furniture is now participating in our Scrip program, in the same manner as Miller Furniture! When 
you shop there, make a purchase of $100 or more by cash or check, and tell them you participate in the Saint 

Stephens Scrip program, and they will send us a check for a percentage of your purchase!

PLANNING AHEAD FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
There will be a change to the times for Christmas Eve 
worship this year, and we hope this change will make it 
easier for families, especially those with small children, 
to come and worship together. The service times for 
Christmas Eve worship will be:  4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 
9:00 PM. We will also have Sunday morning worship 
service that day, on Sunday, December 24, at 9:00 AM. 
There will be no worship service on Christmas Day, 
Monday, December 25.  

HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE
The Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program runs 
now through May 15, 2018. To schedule an appointment 
to apply for energy assistance, Lincoln County residents 
should call the Lincoln County Department of Social 
Services at 715.539.1344. Eligibility is based on 
household size and gross income in the three months 
prior to the application month. If you need assistance 
with heating bills, make the call to see if you are eligible. 
Eligible households will receive a one-time benefit 
during the heating season to help with energy costs.

Remember:  SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!
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ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTIONS
Have you tried electronic giving yet? It’s fast, easy, and 
secure, and there are several different ways you can do 
it.

1. First, you can use your bank’s Bill Pay system to 
initiate checks being sent to the church according to 
whatever schedule you choose. 

2. Second, you can pay electronically online from your 
home computer. It’s easy to do, and you can either 

“set it and forget it” for regular weekly or monthly 
contributions, or you can go in and enter contributions, 
memorials, or special offerings whenever you choose. 

For complete instructions on how to begin giving 
electronically, contact Tina in the church office. She 
will email you easy-to-follow instructions. 

3. Third, you can text to give right from your phone, even 
while sitting in church if you want to. While everyone 
else is dropping an envelope into the collection plate, 
you could theoretically be making a donation via text 
at the same time. You could also do this before or 
after services or any time at all! Complete Text Giving 
instructions are printed in this edition of the Interpreter!

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s Fast, Quick, Easy & 
Convenient ... Wherever You Are

Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

1. Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256
2. You will get a reply message with a link. Tap 
the link & it will take you to a screen that lets you 
input:

• The Dollar Amount you want to give 
(minimum of $3 per transaction for text 
giving).

• The Fund you want your money to go to 
(by default it will go in Weekly/Pledged 
Giving ... the General Fund ... but you can 
choose any fund listed). 

• The Account Type you want to use to 
make your payment (Credit/Debit Card, 
Checking, Savings).

3. Beneath that, you will be prompted to enter 
the appropriate account numbers, expiration date, 
and/or security information for the account you 
selected. Be assured this is a secure system and 
we at Saint Stephens will never see your account 
information.
4. Check the box that says “I’m Not a Robot” and 
follow the instructions to verify you are not a robot. 
It will be a simple “human” test such as selecting 
some photos that meet a certain criteria.
5. Click the GIVE button.

You will get a Thank You message with a receipt 
immediately following your transaction to confirm 
that it went through. A receipt will simultaneously be 
texted to your phone number and sent to the email 
address you entered. 

If you have any questions or concerns, call Tina in 
the office. She tried it and successfully processed a 
personal donation to create this set of instructions. 

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
If you are ever curious about what is happening with 
your Church Council and church finances, you are 
always able to request a copy of the most recent Council 
Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time. While these 
two documents are too lengthy and cumbersome to 
include here in their entirety each month, they are 
always readily available to you. We want everyone to 
know what is happening in the life of the church. 

Simply call Tina in the church office for a copy.

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22  ... Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery Available 
No 10:30 AM Worship

 Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir.
Flowers on the altar are in celebration of Genevieve Kruchko’s 2nd birthday from 

Rich & Nancy Dabbert. 
Radio Ministry is in loving memory of my husband, Terry Alft, from Judy & Family 

on what would have been our 52nd wedding anniversary on October 30.
Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Pojtash and Woller Families. 

Nursery will be staffed by Jennifery Porath, Molly Lyon, and Darcia Hopp.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, OCTOBER 23 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 4:30 REZ Group Meeting 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Habitat

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24 
 4:30 Worship Meeting 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:00 New Member Gathering #3 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 
 7:00 Choir 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:30 Pack 503 Meeting 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 Church Council Retreat Begins
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Our Path
Each of us follows a path 
for our life. Whose path 
will we follow? One of our 
own making, or the path 
God has set before us?

Like ourselves individually, 
Saint Stephens will also 
choose a path to follow. 
Will you be a part of the 
discernment for the path 
God calls us to follow as a 
church community?


