
E-MAIL US
Reverend Kyle Carnes

Tina L. Scott-Bus. Manager

Kelly Krembs-Admin. Asst.

Jason Chandler-Facilities Mgr

Mary Pat Campbell-Interim 
Pastoral Associate

The Interpreter

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Feed Your Spirit 2

New Member Gatherings 2
Trick or Treat with 

Scrip
2

Special Gifts 3

Awareness/Education 3

Prayer 4

Hurricane Maria 4

Annual Meeting 4

Crunching Numbers 5

Clothing For Homeless 5

Make A Difference 6

Women’s Retreat 7

Stepping On 7

Upcoming Events 8

Weekly Calendar 9

Neighbors in Need 9

LINK UP
UCC

WI Conference

NW Association

October 3, 2017

No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

AGAIN THIS TIME

I wonder how many of you are in a similar place to me when it comes to the mass shootings in 
this country. And this time, we reached a new milestone with the largest death toll of 59 people. I 
wonder if some of you, like me, have become both wearied, and yet uncertain about what to do 
with this particular kind of violence that continues to wreak havoc amongst us.

Some will say that we should never televise such shootings, because this is exactly what the 
shooters want. It gives them attention and glory, and, therefore, can be seen as a means for others 
who feel cast aside by our culture to gain these very things, even if it is only posthumously, that 
is … after death. And yet, of course, we don’t really have any choice but to put it in the news so 
that our country and world know what has happened.

And yet, when it is in the news, we are asked (I believe) to receive it and work through it as people 
of faith.

I will admit my bias:  I believe that blaming the shooter is the easiest and least productive approach 
to these tragedies. It has become clear to us now that the perpetrators of mass shootings have in 
some ways been alone, within our/their society. Of course, loneliness within our culture is not 
rare or a small problem. So, there is certainly something that sets mass murderers off in a way that 
loneliness doesn’t trigger in so many of the rest of us. But to focus only on the few who fall over 
the edge, allows us to continue to be irresponsible to those who are teetering on that same edge 

- which I would guess is far more often than we would like to admit. And when we acknowledge 
that the edge is full, it is no longer an individual problem.

In some ways, I agree with those who would say, there was likely nothing we could do to have 
prevented many of the mass shootings we’ve endured over the last decade. Because so many of 
us suffer in silence, it’s difficult to recognize or predict the tipping point that results in devastation. 
I refuse to believe that mass shootings - particularly when they continue to increase in frequency 
and death toll - are simply the problem of a growing handful of individuals. Other developed 
nations are not encountering these same kinds of public displays of violence and destruction 
perpetrated by their own countrymen, and yes, I do mean men, within their borders. 

For me, these horrific events signal a deep cultural illness from which none of us are immune. We 
aren’t well - as a culture. And I believe we’ve come to a point where many of us realize this, but 
are lost in the struggle to imagine what we can do about it.

We will undoubtedly hear conversations about gun laws in the days and weeks ahead, as has 
become routine. And I can say honestly, for myself, the primary issue is not the specifics of the 
laws themselves, whether those that are already in place, or whether or not others should be 
added. My primary concern is our apparent incapacity to have the conversation. And unlike most 
other hot button issues, people continue to die, because we lack sincere dialogue about gun 
violence in our beloved country. The sure way to have something continue, is to not talk about it.

As a pastor, who interprets Jesus’ gospel’s primary message as love, and not just any love, but 
a love that exists to cast out fear, the fear that surrounds the media coverage of these tragedies, 
gun ownership, violence, and the lack of dialogue around the complexities of our culture, I am 
primarily aching because of this fear.

We, as members and friends of a community that calls upon the name Christian, have a sacred 
responsibility to build houses where love is strong and true, where all are named, and their 
stories are a part of our sacred texts. It’s in the midst of our brokenness, when we realize how 
separate we’ve become from one another, that we are reminded just how interconnected and 
dependent upon one another we truly are. Christian community is how we, as followers of Jesus, 
acknowledge our deep and sacred connection with all of creation. We are all related. It’s only 
when we forget this that such tragedies as those in Las Vegas become possible. As author, Nancy 
Beach, has said, “We are designed to need each other.” Let us be the ones who refuse to forget 
that design.

May all those who have died, now rest in eternal peace.

Kyle
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NEW TO SAINT STEPHENS? 
THINKING OF JOINING OUR CONGREGATION?

We are hosting special gatherings for anyone interested 
in becoming a member of Saint Stephens. Learn more 
about our church and get to know staff and church 
members. Our next new member gathering will be 
Tuesday, October 10, at 6:00 PM. Please mark your 
calendar, and if you didn’t get a letter and would like to 
come to our gatherings, please let us know! 

If you are interested in attending, please call the office 
at 715.536.7322. We may recognize your new face 
at services but not know your name or your mailing 
address, and we would love for you to attend.

TRICK OR TREAT ... WITH SCRIP
It’s only weeks away now ... little ones are imagining 
what they want to dress up to be, parents are shopping 
for Halloween costumes, and everyone is buying treats 
for the little ones who will be coming to their doors. 

Why not use Scrip for your Halloween-related 
purchases? For costumes and decor, chocolate and 
candy, and more ... at Wal Mart, Shopko, Target, Kohl’s, 
and other department stores ... you can get everything 
you need with Scrip ... and that’s no trick! Just a treat!

ring—only to get knocked down again. Maybe a brilliant, 
principled leader who, after years of trying, still hasn’t 
landed a job. Or a glowing newlywed who has kept a 
stiff upper lip through one life-robbing diagnosis after 
another, but whose brave smile is starting to crack. A 
sweetheart with a great personality and a hot bod who 
remains unhappily single.

Perhaps your someone has run out of tears and is moving 
toward bitterness. Maybe their hurt runs so deep that 
churchy platitudes and comforting scriptures feel like a 
slap in the face. Perhaps they’ve stopped yelling at God 
because they now doubt whether God is even there. 

How are we to love them? 

The godly way, of course. This is our moment to be 
God-with-them, Spirit with skin on. Where the word 
of God might sting them, we can offer our own God-
inspired words, borrowed from a prophet: 

I know this is awful, but I am with you in it. I will pray 
when you cannot. I will see you through to the other 
side. With God’s help I will help you; I will hold you in 
God’s love-light and never let you go.

Prayer

Ever-Present Spirit, make me an instrument of your hope 
for the hopeless, strength for the weak, love for the 
lonely, and courage for the fearful. Amen

By Vicki Kemper

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
I Will Pray When You Cannot

“Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I 
am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I 
will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” - Isaiah 
43:10

Perhaps you, like me, know someone who’s been 
wandering in the wilderness way too long.  

You know, a salt-of-the-earth, long-faithful person who 
has done all the right things and said all the right prayers, 
who keeps dragging their battered heart back into the 
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SPECIAL GIFTS
Special gifts in honor or in celebration will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Schmidt Scholarship Fund
 $100.00 in memory of my grandparents, Rev. & Mrs. Max Schmidt, from Stephanie Hazlewood

Radio Ministry
 $190.00 in memory of Verna Koehler on the 10th anniversary of her death, November 19, from  
  Richard & Kathryn Vandre
 $190.00 in memory of Marvin Koehler on the 12th anniversary of his death, November 6, from  
  Richard & Kathryn Vandre
 $190.00 in memory of Marvin & Verna Koehler on their wedding anniversary, October 3, from  
  Richard & Kathryn Vandre
 $190.00 in memory of Elmer Frederick (10/17/95) and my mother, Ella Hopp (9/22/2000), from  
  Phyllis Frederick

New Organ Fund
 $100.00 in memory of Scott Berndt from Dan & Patsy Pick

AWARENESS/EDUCATION MEETINGS

PLEASE COME!!

Clear information guides everyone in the right direction. 
Attending to detail helps us reach our full potential. 

Exceeding expectations keeps us on the path to success.
Strength of character helps us rise above all obstacles.

A sense of pride in our work inspires spectacular achievements.
Dedicated efforts can provide surprising breakthroughs.

The brighter our outlook, the broader our horizons.

We are inviting you to attend one of the following Awareness/Education meetings for the purpose of discussing 
our future together as a united congregation. 

 1.  Wednesday, November 1, 2017, at 4:00 PM. 
 2.  Sunday, November 5, 2017, at 11:30 AM (following 10:30 AM worship).
 3.  Sunday, November 12, 2017, at 10:00 AM (following 9:00 AM worship).
 4.  Wednesday, November 15, 2017, at 7:00 PM (following 6:00 PM worship).
 5.  Sunday, December 3, 2017, at 10:00 AM (following 9:00 AM worship).
  
Our church and its needs, future plans, and possible Capital Campaign will be the major topics of discussion. 
These meetings will be small gatherings where remarks and discussion will be informal. We should be finished 
within 45 minutes. No financial commitments will be asked for at this meeting. Childcare will be provided.

Please RSVP to Tina or Kelly in the church office at (715) 536-7322 or email:  tina@ststephensucc.net or kelly@
ststephensucc.net to indicate which meeting you will be attending.
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Prayer
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, bless the bed that I lie on.
Before I lay me down to sleep, I give my soul to Christ to keep.
Four corners to my bed, four angels there aspread,
two to foot, and two to head, and two to carry me when I'm dead.
I go by sea, I go by land, the Lord made me by his right hand.
If any danger comes to me, Sweet Jesus Christ, deliver me.
He's the branch, and I'm the flower, pray God send me a happy hour.
And if I die before I wake, I pray that Christ my soul will take.

(Source Unknown)

FOOD FOR KIDS
Saint Stephens is now able to accept 
donations for the Food for Kids 
program we have adopted. Checks 
for Food for Kids should be made 
payable to:  Food for Kids and may 
be dropped into the collection plate 
or delivered to the church office.

Remember:  SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!

THANK YOU!
If you know Tim & Donna Caylor, please join us in 
thanking them for their donation of a portable clothing 
rack we can use for hanging coats and jackets in the 
Fellowship Hall during funerals. It will also be used to 
facilitate moving donated clothing out to the racks of 
clothing available to the public at no charge on Monday 
evenings in the Fellowship Hall during Dinner @ Five.

HURRICANE MARIA RELIEF
Arguably the most destructive of the three hurricanes 
affecting the United States in 2017, Hurricane Maria’s 
devestation affected more than 3.5 million people in 
Puerto Rico who are still reeling from the storm. As with 
Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane Irma, if you would 
like to make a donation earmarked to help the people 
of Puerto Rico recover from Hurricane Maria, please 
simply place your offering in an envelope marked 

“Hurricane Maria” or “Puerto Rico” and we will ensure 
your funds get forwarded on to the UCC Disaster Relief 
team for their work in this area.

Saint Stephens Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 15, 2017

after the 9:00 AM Worship
(No 10:30 AM Worship that day)
Annual reports, Council elections

PROPOSED 2018 BUDGET AVAILABLE FOR 
REVIEW
Your Church Council approved a proposed Budget for 
2018 to be submitted to the Congregation for approval 
by the church body at our Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
October 15.

Copies of this budget will be available after worship 
this Sunday or in the church office upon request after 
Sunday. Feel free to grab one and peruse it in advance 
of October 15.

Happy
Fall

Y’All!
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COLLECTION FOR UNDER THE BRIDGE
We will be collecting socks, hats, gloves, coats, boots, 
and other warm clothing in the church office for 
distribution to the folks living “Under the Bridge” in the 
greater Wausau area as a part of our ongoing ministry 
to the homeless. This is primarily an adult population, 
and predominantly male, so please make donations 
accordingly. Donations will ONLY be accepted until 
October 31, as November 1 is the last day for this 
outreach for the season due to homeless shelters 
opening at that time.

All items should be clean and in good repair.

CRUNCHING THE NUMBERS
General Fund income totaled $20,952 in August while 
General Fund expenses for the month were $20,318, 
resulting in a small net gain to our bank account of $634. 
While a modest difference, the fact that income kept 
pace with expenses during August is definitely positive. 
Moving into the fall, we will begin paying on fourth 
quarter expenses, which will increase expenditures. 
We are hopeful giving will likewise increase so we can 
continue to maintain a positive bank balance and keep 
all bills paid on time, as well. 

Thank you for another month of support, generosity, 
and faith in the life and ministry of Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ! Your support ... financially and 
in every possible way ... truly matters!
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Do you sing? Play an instrument? Perhaps both?

We still have quite a few openings for special music 
on our music calendar. If you or someone you know 
would like to grace us with your musical talents, please 
contact Jim Bjorklund at 715.539.3442 to get scheduled! 
Currently, we have openings on the following dates:

October 29
November 26
December 31
January 7

January 28
February 11
February 25
March 11

7th & 8th graders ... We’ll see you in Faith Formation 
class this Sunday, October 8, and then again next 
Sunday, October 15, at 9:00 AM!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

Love crafts and learning about Jesus? Come to Sunday 
School! 

Parents, please bring your child directly to their Sunday 
School classroom prior to 9:00 AM worship. Students 
will then come to worship along with their class and 
attend worship until they are dismissed to go back to 
their classrooms following the Children’s Time.

CAN YOU SPONSOR A COFFEE HOUR?
We need Coffee Hour sponsors! Can you help? How 
do you host a Coffee Hour? It’s easy! Bring in some 
treats, purchase some juice for the kids, make coffee as 
soon as you arrive (instructions are on the side of the 
fridge), and arrange the treats on the head table with 
napkins, small plates, small cups of juice, and coffee 
cups, creamer, and sweetener. We have the cups, 
plates, napkins, etc., here. Coffee Hour is held between 
the conclusion of the 9:00 AM worship service and the 
beginning of the 10:30 AM worship. Visit with people 
and get to know them. Welcome visitors! It’s fun! Clean 
up the area the way you found it. That’s all there is to it!

Call the office or sign up on the chart now hanging on 
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. 

2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Boxes of contribution envelopes for 2017 are still 
available. Stop in the office if you would like a box.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 
AM worship service. If your little ones 
would like to play and socialize with 
other little people their age, feel free to 
bring them to the nursery where our adult 
volunteers will be happy to care for them 
during the service. (If you have not already done so, 
please complete an enrollment form for your child.)

SPECIAL 
MUSIC

NEEDED

MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY
Kenyon & Bailee Golisch are again putting a team 
together to rake leaves and help with yardwork as a 
part of “Make A Difference Day” on October 28. Do 
you need help getting yard work completed, perhaps 
due to illness, injury, or age restraints? 

Would you like to help us on October 28 to “Make A 
Difference”? Volunteer with us!

Please call Kenyon at 715.218.5745.

- Kenyon & Bailee Golisch
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WOMEN’S RETREAT AT MOON BEACH

It’s not too late to register for the women’s retreat at 
Moon Beach Camp! There are ample opportunities for 
relaxation and rejuvenation. This year’s events include 
morning meditation, healthy living discussion and 
cooking demonstration, yoga, inspirational music sharing, 
evening vespers, and hanging around the campfire. We 
will be making prayer bracelets, and “blinging” photo 
frames, and Inspirational Chocolates are back! Sunday 
morning concludes with worship and brunch. The meals 
are fantastic and everything is prepared for us. There is 
free time built into the schedule for reading, walking 
the woods or the labyrinth, chatting, DIY pedicures, or 
watching the loons on the lake. Please consider treating 
yourself to this weekend of refreshment for the mind, 
body and soul.

Contact me with any questions ... 715.218.2543.  

- Kelly Wallace 

P.S. Cost is $150, and the retreat is Friday, November 3, 
at 7:30 PM through Sunday, November 5, at 11:30 AM. 
Registration forms are available in the office and near 
the Scrip table. Return ompleted registration forms to 
the office with your payment ASAP by October 13.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
News about our new Confirmation program will be 
coming soon! If you’re a 9th grader and you aren’t 
registered yet, pick up a form for your parents to 
complete and be sure to turn it in to the office ASAP.

PLANNING AHEAD FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
There will be a change to the times for Christmas Eve 
worship this year, and we hope this change will make it 
easier for families, especially those with small children, 
to come and worship together. The service times for 
Christmas Eve worship will be:  4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 
9:00 PM. We will also have Sunday morning worship 
service that day, on Sunday, December 24, at 9:00 AM. 
There will be no worship service on Christmas Day, 
Monday, December 25.  

STEPPING ON PROGRAM
How is your balance? Have you experienced a fall? 
Do you have a fear of falling? Join the Stepping On 
class: Mondays, October 23-December 4 from 1:00-
3:00 PM at the Lincoln County Health Services Board 
Room. This program works with several local guest 
speakers to provide topics on simple balance and 
strength training, the role vision plays in keeping 
balance, how medication can contribute to falls, ways 
to stay safe when out and about in the community, 
what to look for in safe footwear, and how to check 
your home for safety. To register, please call Jennifer:  
715.536.0311. Cost:  Suggested contribution of $10.00 
for entire 7-week program. Deadline for registration is: 
Wednesday, October 18.

GOD’S 
BOUNTY

ABOUNDS
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Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship
A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesday evening worship  
begins at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

October 29 
November 5, 19 

December 3, 10, 17, 31

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

October 8 
December 24, 31

Coffee Hour 
October 15, 22, 29 

November 5, 12, 19, 26

At 5 PM Monday

Spaghetti with Meat Sauce 
Corn Bread, Hot Veggie 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8:  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery; 9:00 AM Sunday School;  
Worship at 10:30 AM 

Coffee Hour after worship service.  
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM
ANNUAL MEETING:  Sunday, October 15

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:  October 29

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Cody Clauson Family Trio
will perform at a Dinner Concert

November 5, 2017 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
W2604 Highway P, Merrill 
Doors open at 12:00 Noon

Catered dinner served at 12:30 PM
Concert beginning at 1:30 PM

Advance Tickets Only - $35.00 per Ticket
Call Lois at 715.536.6965 to purchase tickets.

Courtside Furniture is now participating in our Scrip program, in the same manner as Miller Furniture! When 
you shop there, make a purchase of $100 or more by cash or check, and tell them you participate in the Saint 

Stephens Scrip program, and they will send us a check for a percentage of your purchase!

Kindhearted Home Care ~ 715.218.3772
120 S. Mill Street, Merrill, WI  54452
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ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTIONS
Have you tried electronic giving yet? It’s fast, easy, and 
secure, and there are several different ways you can do 
it.

1. First, you can use your bank’s Bill Pay system to 
initiate checks being sent to the church according to 
whatever schedule you choose. 

2. Second, you can pay electronically online from your 
home computer. It’s easy to do, and you can either 

“set it and forget it” for regular weekly or monthly 
contributions, or you can go in and enter contributions, 
memorials, or special offerings whenever you choose. 

For complete instructions on how to begin giving 
electronically, contact Tina in the church office. She 
will email you easy-to-follow instructions. 

3. Third, you can text to give right from your phone, even 
while sitting in church if you want to. While everyone 
else is dropping an envelope into the collection plate, 
you could theoretically be making a donation via text 
at the same time. You could also do this before or 
after services or any time at all! Complete Text Giving 
instructions are printed in this edition of the Interpreter!

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s Fast, Quick, Easy & 
Convenient ... Wherever You Are

Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

1. Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256
2. You will get a reply message with a link. Tap 
the link & it will take you to a screen that lets you 
input:

• The Dollar Amount you want to give 
(minimum of $3 per transaction for text 
giving).

• The Fund you want your money to go to 
(by default it will go in Weekly/Pledged 
Giving ... the General Fund ... but you can 
choose any fund listed). 

• The Account Type you want to use to 
make your payment (Credit/Debit Card, 
Checking, Savings).

3. Beneath that, you will be prompted to enter 
the appropriate account numbers, expiration date, 
and/or security information for the account you 
selected. Be assured this is a secure system and 
we at Saint Stephens will never see your account 
information.
4. Check the box that says “I’m Not a Robot” and 
follow the instructions to verify you are not a robot. 
It will be a simple “human” test such as selecting 
some photos that meet a certain criteria.
5. Click the GIVE button.

You will get a Thank You message with a receipt 
immediately following your transaction to confirm 
that it went through. A receipt will simultaneously be 
texted to your phone number and sent to the email 
address you entered. 

If you have any questions or concerns, call Tina in 
the office. She tried it and successfully processed a 
personal donation to create this set of instructions. 

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
If you are ever curious about what is happening with 
your Church Council and church finances, you are 
always able to request a copy of the most recent Council 
Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time. While these 
two documents are too lengthy and cumbersome to 
include here in their entirety each month, they are 
always readily available to you. We want everyone to 
know what is happening in the life of the church. 

Simply call Tina in the church office for a copy.

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8  ... Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery Available 
Worship at 10:30 AM

 Musicians are Marlene Krueger and Theresa Schmeltzer.
Flowers on the altar are in memory of Phyllis Oestreich for her birthday  

October 10 from her Family. 
Radio Ministry is in unsponsored at the time of this printing.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by Pat Schulz and Emily Schwartzman. 
Nursery will be staffed by Melanie Golisch, Jodi Golisch & Families.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, OCTOBER 9  
 9:30 Former PALS 
 4:30 Rez Group Meeting 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:15 Exec. Committee 
 6:00 Church Council

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10 
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:00 New Member Gathering #2

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 
 7:00 Choir 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING
MISSION OUTREACH FOR 5 FOR 5 GIVING

Neighbors in Need offering is the fourth component of mission giving to our 
national United Church of Christ. This offering addresses the issues of poverty, 
homelessness, human rights, peacemaking, and racial and economic justice.  
hese issues have no boundaries, and we find these concerns locally and 
throughout our state and nation.

Please read the bulletin distributed in church last Sunday and consider a 
thoughtful gift to aid in our church work among the marginalized. Offering 
envelopes are also available in church. Please add your envelope number to 
aid the church staff. This offering will be open until the end of October.

Keep in your prayers the many who are in need and the many who work 
among us to use our gifts to make a “Better World Possible,” both here in 
Merrill and across our country.


