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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

MORE THAN “BECAUSE …”

This weekend I had the pleasure of reconnecting with all three of the other congregations that 
have been important in my life. The most significant was that I was asked to officiate at the 
wedding of a former youth group member in Grand Rapids. It was a beautiful ceremony and 
wonderful to reconnect with some great people. 

Our kids stayed with my parents in Haslett, Michigan, while Jamie and I were in Grand Rapids 
for the wedding, and it was the week of their annual chicken bbq, so I got to also touch base 
and say hi to some of the good people from Haslett Community Church.

I was also in touch with the pastor from Broadway UCC, the church I served in New York City, 
and I got to talk to him about some exciting things happening in his life.

I mention this because I find it ironic that I had just mentioned all of these congregations on 
the 10th in my sermon for Kick-Off Sunday. I mentioned then, that all of the congregations 

--and Saint Stephens, as well, have been so integral in my life and in my being who and 
where I am today. But it’s not just because these four organizations happen to be churches 
that they’ve been so important to me; it’s because of the ways that you and the other three 
congregations have each chosen to live as community that has provided fertile space for 
growth and relationships. 

For so many decades--centuries in some cases--the church has been seen as primarily for 
dispersing morality. You go to church to figure out what’s right and what’s wrong, or often 
more accurately, to be told what’s right and wrong, and then to receive either the promise of 
eternal reward, or the threat of eternal punishment. It was a way to use God’s name to declare 
who is in and who is out. 

This is one of the reasons why the Roman Empire eventually decided to make Christianity 
the imperial religion--because it took all of it’s spiritual power away from it and put it to 
work for the empire instead. Christianity in so many iterations came to be about how to keep 
people separate, and not a means to gather people together. There are many churches--even 
denominations--that live into this even still today.

It is a long line to draw, but perhaps not a huge leap to say, that so much of the obligation and 
duty that surrounds participation and giving to the life of the church today, begins back there. 
But what we know is that Jesus talked about coming so that we might have life, and have it 
more abundantly. And we know abundance does not come through getting more gold stars 
than demerits. 

However, when we just take a quick look at the four gospels--Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John--we get a different picture about Jesus, and therefore about God, and therefore about 
what the church should look like. Before Constantine, the church, as best as we can tell, was 
about gathering people together, so that needs could be met, and they could do life together.

As our culture shifts, the motivations of obligation and duty and waning are in their power. 
Now, some might say that this is a bad thing, and it must be stopped. My personal belief is that 
attempting to stop this trend would be like throwing sand in the wind. And the change, in so 
many ways, has already happened, and there is no “going back.” So, the question we’re left 
with is:  What do we now do instead? For me, the church needs to reclaim the gospel in ways 
that give life, freedom, and joy, in all of the ways that the church used to stifle these things for 
the sake of being right and having the right answers. Today, we need to demonstrate that our 
spiritual faith tradition has something to nourish our souls and the souls of others, in the very 
places that life is being depleted from us. If we can do this, obligation and duty can drift away, 
because there will no longer be need for them--at least not in the life of the church. May we 
discover this path.

Blessings for the road ahead,

Kyle
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NEW TO SAINT STEPHENS? 
THINKING OF JOINING OUR CONGREGATION?

We are hosting special gatherings for anyone interested 
in becoming a member of Saint Stephens. Learn more 
about our church and get to know staff and church 
members. Our first new member gathering is this 
Monday evening, September 25, at 6:00 PM at the 
parsonage. We hope we will see you then! Our next 
gatherings will be Tuesday, October 10, and Wednesday, 
October 25, in anticipation of New Member Sunday on 
October 29. 

If you are interested in attending, please call the office 
at 715.536.7322. We may recognize your new face 
at services but not know your name or your mailing 
address, and we would love for you to attend.

CHANGE THINGS UP ... 
There’s a change in the air. Can you feel it?

Could it be you’re ready to start using Scrip on a regular 
basis for many of your family’s purchases? Stop and see 
all we have to offer at the Scrip table on Sundays, and 
special order any cards we don’t carry in stock, or stop 
in the office during the week to pick up those in-stock 
Scrip cards you need. We have many, many Scrip (gift) 
cards in stock! Shop with Scrip! It’s essentially “free 
money” for your church.

unwilling eyes away from the board, and toward the 
hills on the lake’s other side. And now I’m not falling, 
I’m moving forward, one strong paddle stroke at a time.

Oh Lord, how I have looked down.

Summer is over and I’m looking down right now, in fact.  
My neck bends toward the computer on my lap, at the 
endless stream of my social media feed.  I click on a 
link, and there’s a white man on my screen, unloading 
weapons from hidden places all over his body, one side 
of his mouth raised in a half smile while from the other 
side flows a stream of vile and despicable words. I fall 
into the video, as mesmerized in horror as a rabbit on 
a road at night.

The psalmist and I live 3,000 years apart, but we both 
know the temptation of a lowered head.  Afraid and 
overwhelmed, we look down – at the ground, at a 
screen, at our own uninteresting navels. But help does 
not come from there.

Look up, the voice sings across the centuries, look up 
and you will stay up.  And once you are up, you can 
finally move forward, one strong stroke at a time.

Prayer

Oh Lord how I have looked down.  Grant me the 
strength to look up, the courage to stay up and the 
tenacity to move forward. Amen. 

By Jennifer Brownell

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Look Up, Stay Up

“I lift up my eyes to the hills—

from where will my help come?

My help comes from the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.” - Psalm 121: 1

Summer at the lake, and I’m trying out a borrowed 
paddleboard.  I clamber on, kneel. Try to stand, fall. 
Try to stand, fall. Try to stand again, fall again.  When 
I finally do raise up all the way, I stare at my feet, toes 
gripping the board, willing balance. Splash!

“Look up.” someone says as I shake water out of my 
eyes, “If you look up, you will stay up.” Climb on. 
Kneel. Stand. Looking up takes effort, the heavy lift of 
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MEMORIALS
Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial
 $25.00 in memory of Connie Swanson from Barbara & Mark Follet
 $5.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Lenore English

Organ
 $20.00 in memory of Scott Berndt from Charmaine Storm
 $20.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Charmaine Storm

Radio
 $190.00 in loving memory of my husband, Terry Alft, from Judy & Family, on what would have been our 
  52nd wedding anniversary on October 30

Roof
 $20.00 in memory of Mom, Bernice Berndt, for her birthday from Dennis & Sharon Woller
 $50.00 in memory of husband, Walter, for his September 10 birthday from Phyllis Wendland
 $10.00 in memory of Scott Berndt from Donald & Mary Ann Forster
 $20.00 in memory of Mady Odegard from Kristine Smith
 $20.00 in memory of Laverne Woller from Kristine Smith
 $10.00 in memory of Scott Berndt from Kristine Smith
 $10.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Kristine Smith
 $10.00 in memory of Monica Stimers from Kristine Smith
 $10.00 in memory of Scott Berndt from Kathy Case

SILENT AUCTION
Our silent auction will resume periodically as we discover new items and as space and time permit. This week we 
have three items available for auction. All items are in the office with a “silent auction” type bid sheet near each 
one. Anyone interested in acquiring any of these items should stop in the office during office hours this week or 
before/after worship on Sunday, September 24, to bid on the item. Bids will be accepted in even $1 increments. 
Each of the below items will be considered “sold” to whomever has the highest bid when the office opens 
Monday, September 25, at 8:00 AM. Items with no bids will be sold on Facebook or donated to St. Vincent de 
Paul thrift stores. 

Below:  Vase filled with pink silk roses; and an artifical Christmas tree (height not known) in carrying bag with 
decorative red berry accents; all available for auction this week.

ITEMS AVAILABLE THIS WEEK
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FOOD FOR KIDS
Saint Stephens is now able to accept 
donations for the Food for Kids 
program we have adopted. Checks 
for Food for Kids should be made 
payable to:  Food for Kids and may 
be dropped into the collection plate 
or delivered to the church office.

SPECIAL MUSIC NEEDED
We still have quite a few openings for special music 
on our music calendar. If you or someone you know 
would like to grace us with your musical talents, please 
contact Jim Bjorklund at 715.539.3442 to get scheduled! 
Currently, we have openings on the following dates:

October 29
November 26
December 31
January 7

January 28
February 11
February 25
March 11

SENDING AID TO HURRICANE VICTIMS
The United Church of Christ will be contributing to 
efforts to help the victims of Hurricane Harvey and/or 
Hurricane Irma. If you would like to donate toward the 
UCC fund, you can contribute through Saint Stephens 
and receive credit on your annual contribution statement 
by making checks payable to Saint Stephens UCC 
and labeling your donation envelope “HURRICANE 
HARVEY” or “HURRICANE IRMA”. Donations may be 
mailed to or dropped off in the church office or you 
may place your envelope in the collection plate during 
worship services.

Please pray for all who are impacted by tragedy.

7th & 8th graders ... we’ll see you in Faith Formation 
class again on Sunday, October 8 and October 15, at 
9:00 AM!  

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, September 21:  4:30-6:00 PM
Eagles Club - 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Sloppy Joe Sandwich
Chips and Pickles
Green Beans
Desserts
Milk, Coffee, and Water

Sponsored by:  St. Vincent de Paul and the  
                        Merrill Food Pantry

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS
It’s so much fun when families 
and friends sponsor Sunday 
morning Coffee Hours together! 
Sponsorships for November and 
December are open. Would 
you or a group of your friends 
and/or family like to sponsor 
one? Sign up on the kiosk in the 
Kuck Lounge.

PLEASE NOTE:  There will no worship service at Pine 
Crest during the month of September due to scheduling 
conflicts.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

It’s not too late to register your child for Sunday School! 
Stop in the office to complete a form, download the 
form from our website (www.ststephensucc.net), or ask 
us to email you a form. 

Please take your child directly to their Sunday School 
classroom (signs are placed throughout the building) 
prior to the beginning of 9:00 AM worship. Students 
will then come to worship along with their class and 
attend worship until they are dismissed to go back to 
their classrooms following the Children’s Time.
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WOMEN’S RETREAT AT MOON BEACH

Ladies, get registered for the second annual women’s 
retreat at Moon Beach in St. Germain, Wisconsin! This is 
your opportunity to grab some peace and quiet, rekindle 
your relationship with former hobbies, grab some “girl 
time,” withdraw to experience nature, “find yourself,” or 
get to know other women with similar interests. Your 
retreat your way. 

The retreat will begin Friday, November 3, at 7:30 PM 
and go through Sunday, November 5, at 11:30 AM. 
Open to women of all ages ... invite a friend, sister, 
daughter, mother ... hosted by Saint Stephens. 

Cost is $150 and includes all but two activities (Yoga 
and Bless This Mess are an additional fee) plus breakfast, 
lunch and dinner on Saturday, brunch on Sunday, and 
the Inspirational Chocolates project. Cabins are heated 
and include modern bathroom facilities. Just bring your 
own sheets (or sleeping bag), pillow, and towels. (Each 
bed is fitted with a handmade quilt.) Map/directions, 
schedule, and reminders will be sent after registration.

You deserve this! So register and come and refresh, 
renew, regroup, re-energize, and/or relax! Customize 
your retreat to meet your needs. 

Please register by October 13. Registration forms are 
available in the office and on the table near the Scrip 
table and the coat closet. Completed registration forms 
should be returned to the office with your payment.

Any questions? Contact Kelly Wallace at 715.218.2543 
or ltkwallace1@yahoo.com

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
We are in the process of developing the new Confirmation 
Program here at Saint Stephens. The Program will begin 
this fall, so we are asking the parents of all students 
or adults, going into the 9th grade this academic year 
or older, who have not yet been confirmed and wish 
to be confirmed here at Saint Stephens, to complete a 
Confirmation Registration Form so that we can contact 
you with more information soon. Registration forms are 
available on the table near the coat closet or in the 
church office during the week, or we can send you a 
registration form by email. Please register ASAP.

PLANNING AHEAD FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
There will be a change to the times for Christmas Eve 
worship this year, and we hope this change will make it 
easier for families, especially those with small children, 
to come and worship together. The service times for 
Christmas Eve worship will be:  4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 
9:00 PM. We will also have Sunday morning worship 
service that day, on Sunday, December 24, at 9:00 AM. 
There will be no worship service on Christmas Day, 
Monday, December 25.  

Mark your calendar ...

Saint Stephens Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 15, 2017

after the 9:00 AM Worship
(No 10:30 AM Worship that day)
Annual reports, Council elections
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Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship
A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesday evening worship  
begins at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Boxes of contribution envelopes for 2017 are still 
available. Stop in the office if you would like a box.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

October 1, 15, 22, 29 
November 5, 19, 26

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
October 1, 8 

November 5, 12

Coffee Hour 
October 15, 22, 29

At 5 PM Monday

Chili and Cornbread 
Hot Veggie 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24:  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery; 9:00 AM Sunday School;  
Worship at 10:30 AM 

Coffee Hour after worship service.  
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM
ANNUAL MEETING:  Sunday, October 15

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:  October 29

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Cody Clauson Family Trio
will perform at a Dinner Concert

November 5, 2017 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
W2604 Highway P, Merrill 
Doors open at 12:00 Noon

Catered dinner served at 12:30 PM
Concert beginning at 1:30 PM

Advance Tickets Only - $35.00 per Ticket
Call Lois at 715.536.6965 to purchase tickets.

NEW FOOD FOR KIDS 
FUNDRAISER
Hand-knit and 
crocheted washcloths 
and hot pads, hand-
made note cards, 
and other items, are 
being sold before and 
after services with 

all proceeds going to the Food for Kids project Saint 
Stephens recently adopted.

Stop and take a peek at the table near the Scrip table 
on the weekends, support a worthy cause, and pick up 
some handmade items you can use!

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 
AM worship service. If your little ones 
would like to play and socialize with 
other little people their age, feel free to 
bring them to the nursery where our adult 
volunteers will be happy to care for them 
during the service. (If you have not already done so, 
please complete an enrollment form for your child.)

Courtside Furniture is now participating in our Scrip program, in the same manner as Miller Furniture! When 
you shop there, make a purchase of $100 or more by cash or check, and tell them you participate in the Saint 

Stephens Scrip program, and they will send us a check for a percentage of your purchase!
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ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTIONS
Have you tried electronic giving yet? It’s fast, easy, and 
secure, and there are several different ways you can do 
it.

1. First, you can use your bank’s Bill Pay system to 
initiate checks being sent to the church according to 
whatever schedule you choose. 

2. Second, you can pay electronically online from your 
home computer. It’s easy to do, and you can either 

“set it and forget it” for regular weekly or monthly 
contributions, or you can go in and enter contributions, 
memorials, or special offerings whenever you choose. 

For complete instructions on how to begin giving 
electronically, contact Tina in the church office. She 
will email you easy-to-follow instructions. 

3. Third, you can text to give right from your phone, even 
while sitting in church if you want to. While everyone 
else is dropping an envelope into the collection plate, 
you could theoretically be making a donation via text 
at the same time. You could also do this before or 
after services or any time at all! Complete Text Giving 
instructions are printed in this edition of the Interpreter!

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s Fast, Quick, Easy & 
Convenient ... Wherever You Are

Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

1. Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256
2. You will get a reply message with a link. Tap 
the link & it will take you to a screen that lets you 
input:

• The Dollar Amount you want to give 
(minimum of $3 per transaction for text 
giving).

• The Fund you want your money to go to 
(by default it will go in Weekly/Pledged 
Giving ... the General Fund ... but you can 
choose any fund listed). 

• The Account Type you want to use to 
make your payment (Credit/Debit Card, 
Checking, Savings).

3. Beneath that, you will be prompted to enter 
the appropriate account numbers, expiration date, 
and/or security information for the account you 
selected. Be assured this is a secure system and 
we at Saint Stephens will never see your account 
information.
4. Check the box that says “I’m Not a Robot” and 
follow the instructions to verify you are not a robot. 
It will be a simple “human” test such as selecting 
some photos that meet a certain criteria.
5. Click the GIVE button.

You will get a Thank You message with a receipt 
immediately following your transaction to confirm 
that it went through. A receipt will simultaneously be 
texted to your phone number and sent to the email 
address you entered. 

If you have any questions or concerns, call Tina in 
the office. She tried it and successfully processed a 
personal donation to create this set of instructions. 

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
If you are ever curious about what is happening with 
your Church Council and church finances, you are 
always able to request a copy of the most recent Council 
Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time. While these 
two documents are too lengthy and cumbersome to 
include here in their entirety each month, they are 
always readily available to you. We want everyone to 
know what is happening in the life of the church. 

Simply call Tina in the church office for a copy.

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

Remember:  SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24  ... Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

- Rev. Wayne Drueck

Worship at 9:00 AM, Nursery Available 
Worship at 10:30 AM

 Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir.
Flowers on the altar are in memory of Nancy Henrich’s birthday on September 23 

from her family. 
Radio Ministry is in memory of Roger Nelson and Barbara Haas on their birthdays 

from Mari (Haas) Nelson & Family.
Coffee Hour is sponsored by Nancy Henrich’s family in memory of her birthday. 

Nursery will be staffed by Beth Houle, Jennifer Porath, and Beth Badeau.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25  
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 New Member Gathering #1

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 
 7:00 Choir 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

ALTAR FLOWERS 
NEEDED
Can you sponsor altar 
flowers for an upcoming 
worship service? Many 
weekends are currently 
available, so stop in the 
office or call the office to 
reserve your spot today! 
Help beautify the altar with 
blooms!

RADIO SPONSORS 
NEEDED
Would you like to sponsor 
a radio broadcast? The 
cost is $190, the same as 
last year. Call the office to 
schedule your broadcast. 
You can sponsor a radio 
broadcast in honor of or 
in memory of someone 
or a particular occasion. 


