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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Summer Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-3:30 | Fri 8-1 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

SPIRITUAL LIFE SKILLS
Last week, Mary Pat Campbell, our Interim Pastoral Associate, and I were working on the 
structure and curriculum of our new confirmation program, and we had fruitful wide-ranging 
conversations. We talked about the schedules of families and how we want to create a program 
that is mindful of the many time commitments youth and their families have. We talked through 
different models of confirmation and how many traditions, in the past and still today, focus on 
memorization and checking off all the right boxes in order to be confirmed. We noted how 
even though making clear requirements was essential, we feel that the old model may not be 
engaging or substantive enough to build a faith of one’s own today. And of course we talked 
through content - the things we believe most important to cover in confirmation for freshmen 
and sophomores in high school (two-year confirmation program) as they commit to a spiritual 
journey for their lives.

What has become clear to me, is that we don’t just want our youth to learn about church history 
and the do’s and don’t’s of being a church member. We want to offer resources to them for 
their journey to becoming spiritually mature adults. They don’t need anyone else telling them 
what to do or not to do, or who to be or not to be, but rather, they need to be encouraged, and 
provided a space and resources to discover who they are through God’s eyes and hands. This 
is, of course, a lifelong endeavor, but we know that some adults never receive the resources to 
even begin, and if we can give youth and confirmands of all ages a jumpstart, they and we will 
all be the better for it.

As I spend regular time thinking about the life of the church as a whole, and here at Saint 
Stephens in particular, I keep replaying words I recently heard from another pastor:  the church 
has spent far too long telling people how to live their lives and not enough time doing church 
in ways that gives people something to talk about. The church has long been seen primarily 
as a storehouse of morality, where the call has been, “Come get your share … or else,” while 
doing little to actually meet the spiritual needs of those who walk through the doors or the 
surrounding community. Polls and personal experience have found that many within the 
younger generations (and in some cases this even includes baby boomers) claim to be spiritual 
but not religious, and want nothing to do with the church. This is because they have had neither 
a spiritual experience nor positive religious experiences within a/the church.

Today, we are still within a larger cultural shift, of which the church is just one part. And our 
culture seems to be in desperate need for spiritual resources and resilience with few places 
to turn for them. We are afraid and most often hear only crying and yelling as a response, 
without any real sense of what might be able to actually ease or address these existential fears 
of ours. We culturally often resort to the lowest common denominator and seek only quick 
fixes for large scale problems, that no one reasonably denies will require long range plans, 
patience, determination, and endurance to remedy. These seem to be in short supply. We are 
also dissatisfied with partial answers or solutions, even though that’s all we have in this life. 
All of us can be caught in the trap of confusing opinions with facts, and with little recourse 
to do anything to find clarity in communication and relationships with others. I believe these 
are fundamentally spiritual problems that do not have mechanical or technocratic fixes, as our 
culture continues to claim.

It’s my hope that church can come to be seen as a place where we gather to be resourced with 
the fruit of the Spirit:  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control, (Galatians 5:22-23) and therefore become more resilient human beings in the 
face of what it means to be alive today on this planet. And as Christians, that we turn to Jesus’ 
teachings to find these things, and to claim those gospel stories as our own.

Hopefully, we’ll be able to get some of this into our new confirmation program, and into the 
rest of the life of the church, as well. Keep in touch, give regularly, and see you in church … on 
September 10 for kickoff, if not before.

Blessings for the journey we share,

Kyle
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
It Was Shed For You Because You Need It

“Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot 
be my disciple.” - Luke 14:27

Martin Luther said the cross reveals God working “Under 
his opposite ... God receives none but those who are 
forsaken, restores health to none but those who are sick, 
gives sight to none but the blind, and life to none but 
the dead. He has mercy on none but the wretched and 
gives grace to none but those who are in disgrace.” 

We know this because Jesus picked up the cross. 

The problem is he calls us to do the same. I wish I could 
make a Christ-sized sacrifice, but I know myself. Ask 
where my pain is on a scale of 1-10 and a scraped knee 
will get you 9. I’m not looking for opportunities to suffer. 
I’m going to grab whatever comfort this hard life offers 

until the moment that I die. 

And yet, I’m going to suffer whether I follow Jesus or 
not. So are you. 

Your finely wrought opinions and interesting ideas will 
fail you. So will your money. Will you feel God’s love 
when this happens? 

Your family will hurt you. Will you feel God’s love when 
they do? 

Your body will betray you. Will you feel God’s love 
when it does? 

The grave is coming for you. Will you feel God’s love 
when it arrives? How about the moment that you realize 
your children are already rehearsing your eulogy? The 
question isn’t if a cross is in your future, but whether 
you will pick it up. 

When your dysfunction overwhelms all others and you 
are utterly abandoned, Christ’s body will be at your 
side. It was broken for you. 

In the most repulsive moment of your life, when self-
loathing roars and your own heart offers nothing but a 
cold rejection, the warmth of Christ’s blood will save 
you. It was shed for you. You’re going to need it. So pick 
up your cross when it comes.

Prayer 

My God these are such strange claims. Thank you for 
making them such good news. Amen.

By Matt Fitzgerald

COME TO A PAINTING PARTY!
Heidi Stevenson is hosting a 
Painting Party at church, and 
you’re invited, along with a friend 
or guest if you’d like! Join us: 

Sunday, September 17,  
1:00 PM - 3:00(ish)

Everyone we will be painting 
their own rendition of the 
painting pictured. (If you would 
like to do different colors, please 

contact Heidi so she can request those colors of paint 
be brought along to the party.)

Cost:  $26.00 per painting

Please RSVP to Heidi before September 15 at:
715.921.0137 or heidigolisch@gmail.com
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NEW TO SAINT STEPHENS? 
THINKING OF JOINING OUR CONGREGATION?

We will host three gatherings for anyone interested 
in becoming a member of Saint Stephens. This is a 
great opportunity to learn more about our church and 
get to know staff and church members and is a great 
prerequisite to becoming a member. 

New member gatherings will be held in the  evenings 
on Monday, September 25; Tuesday, October 10; and 
Wednesday, October 25, in anticipation of our New 
Member Sunday on October 29. 

We will be mailing a letter to anyone who has directly 
expressed interest and to others we believe may have 
an interest. If you do not receive a letter and you are 
interested in attending and becoming a member, or 
if you want to be sure we don’t miss you (we may 
recognize your face at one of the services, but not know 
your name or your mailing address!), please talk to the 
pastor after the service or call the office at 715.536.7322, 
and we will send you an invitation letter! 

If you know of a new member or frequent visitor, strike 
up a conversation with them and ask them if they would 
like more information. If the answer is yes, contact us, 
invite them to call the office for more information about 
these gatherings!

FILL THE GAZEBO FOOD DRIVE UPDATE
This year’s Fill the Gazebo Food Drive brought in 
nearly 4 tons of food and more than $5,000 in cash 
and gift cards!

The exact statistics are:

• 7,505 pounds of food items and paper goods 
to be divided evenly between our three Merrill 
area food pantries:  the Community Food Pantry, 
Trinity Food Pantry, and New Testament Food 
Pantry ... that’s more than 2,501 pounds of food 
going to each!

• $4,470 in cash donations, or $1,490 to go to each 
of the three food pantries mentioned.

• $630 in gift cards for the Food for Kids program 
Saint Stephens recently adopted.

There were about 19 organizations and 15 churches 
that participated, and 40+ volunteers who worked that 
day to pack and deliver the goods.

Thank you to everyone who donated and/or worked for 
this community food drive.

This was the 5th year of this community event.

NEW FOOD FOR KIDS 
FUNDRAISER
Leanne Schnabl will be 
selling hand-knit and 
crocheted washcloths 
and hot pads, hand-
made note cards, and 
other items before 
and after services. All 

proceeds will go to the Food for Kids project Saint 
Stephens recently adopted.

Stop and take a peek at the table near the Scrip table 
on the weekends, support a worthy cause, and pick up 
some handmade items you can use!

CELEBRATING TWO CENTENARIANS
Did you know that two of our church members recently 
celebrated their 100th birthdays? 

Lenore Ehlert turned 100 years young on August 16, 
while June Zimmerman turned 100 on June 13. Wow! 
Can you just imagine all of the church and life history 
these two ladies have lived and stored up in their 
memories? 

As near as our records show, these two ladies are the 
oldest members of our congregation. What a blessing! 
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FOOD FOR KIDS
Saint Stephens is now able to accept 
donations for the Food for Kids 
program we have adopted. Checks 
for Food for Kids should be made 
payable to:  Food for Kids and may 
be dropped into the collection plate 
or delivered to the church office.

10:30 WORSHIP SERVICE ON TRIAL BASIS
Our 10:30 AM Sunday worship service is historically less 
consistent than Wednesday evening service and has a 
low attendance. We want to be mindful of our time and 
resources, but we also know that there are a few people 
who are truly enamored of our 10:30 AM service. On 
the other hand, most 10:30 AM worshippers only come 
occasionally to that particular service, and there are so 
many benefits to all worshipping together at one service, 
so we are considering eliminating the 10:30 AM Sunday 
worship.

With that being said, we will continue to have the 10:30 
AM service on a trial basis for the fall, beginning on 
Sunday, September 10, and continuing through Sunday, 
December 17. (There will be no 10:30 AM worship on 
Christmas Eve Day, Sunday, December 24, or New Year’s 
Eve Day, Sunday, December 31.) After this trial period 
concludes, we will evaluate whether we will include a 
10:30 AM worship as part of our 2018 schedule. 

Office Hours
The office will be closed Monday, September 4, 

in honor of Labor Day.

Office Hours
Regular office hours resume Tuesday, September 5.

     Monday - Thursday    8:00 AM - 4:30 PM
     Friday      8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

SPECIAL MUSIC NEEDED
As most of you know, we have openings around the 
Choir singing schedule during the year where we would 
love to include special music. If you or someone you 
know would like to grace us with your talents, please 
contact Jim Bjorklund at 715.539.3442 to get scheduled! 
Currently, we have openings on the following dates:

October 1
October 8
October 29
November 5
November 26
December 31

January 7
January 28
February 11
February 25
March 11

SENDING AID TO HURRICANE HARVEY VICTIMS
The United Church of Christ will be contributing to 
efforts to help the victims of Hurricane Harvey. If you 
would like to donate toward the UCC fund, you can 
contribute through Saint Stephens and receive credit on 
your annual contribution statement by making checks 
payable to Saint Stephens UCC and labeling your 
donation envelope “HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF.” 
Donations may be mailed to or dropped off in the 
church office or you may place your envelope in the 
collection plate during worship services.

Please pray for our neighbors to the South during this 
time of tragedy and devestation.

EMPTY BOWLS “PAY IT 4-WARD” THANK YOU! 
Nearly 200 people turned out for the First Annual Empty 
Bowls “Pay It 4Ward” Event sponsored by the Optimist 
Club this past Tuesday, August 22. 

175 decorated bowls were distributed as a part of the 
fundraiser that raised over $5,000 for the Food for Kids 
program! Thank you to everyone who attended, who 
donated baked goods or purchased from the bake 
sale, and those who made this amazing (now set to be 
annual!) event possible! P.S. Extra baked treats were 
shared with our Merrill Fire and Police Departments. 
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BACK TO SCHOOL ... WITH SCRIP!
Is it really time for Back to School? According to the stores it certainly 
is! And the schools have their supply lists out. So it seems it is time 
to start Back to School shopping ... with Scrip, of course!

Whether you’re shopping for crayons and clay, new jeans and gym 
shorts, notebooks and Nikes, or anything else on your long and 
growing list of clothes and school supplies needed for the growing 
kiddos ... Scrip can help you get what you need. And not just for 
kindergarteners through high school seniors either. 

College kids need to set up their dorms or housing and get situated, 
too. From hampers and shower caddies to mini fridges and the 

ramen noodles and spaghetti o’s to stock their pantries, both upperclassman and freshmen have their own long 
lists of “necessities.”

Department stores, clothing stores, shoe stores, grocery stores ... we’ve got the Scrip you need, both for shopping 
locally and in your nearest college town. Stop and see all we have to offer at the Scrip table, and special order any 
cards we don’t carry in stock, or stop in the office during the week to pick up those in-stock Scrip cards. School 
shopping gets easier ... with Scrip!

CAN YOU SPONSOR A COFFEE HOUR?
We need Coffee Hour sponsors! Can you help? How 
do you host a Coffee Hour? It’s easy! Bring in some 
treats, purchase some juice for the kids, make coffee 
as soon as you arrive (instructions are on the side of 
the fridge), and arrange the treats on the head table 
with napkins, small plates, small cups of juice, and 
coffee cups, creamer, and sweetener. Coffee Hour is 
held between the conclusion of the 9:00 AM worship 
service and the beginning of the 10:30 AM worship. 
Visit with people and get to know them. Welcome 
visitors! It’s fun! Clean up the area the way you found it. 
That’s all there is to it!

Call the office or sign up on the chart now hanging on 
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. 

RADIO SPONSORS NEEDED
Would you like to sponsor a radio broadcast? The cost 
is $190, the same as last year. Call the office to schedule 
your broadcast. You can sponsor a radio broadcast 
in honor of or in memory of someone or a particular 
occasion. 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE PRESENTATION
The care team has been active for about eight years. We 
are a small but dedicated group of volunteers who visit 
our church shut-ins at their homes or housing facilities. 
We would welcome anyone who is interested in this 
church outreach program to contact Mary Pat or Tina at 
the church office to indicate their interest.

Have you ever found it difficult to find the right words to 
say to friends or family members who are hospitalized? 
You are invited to attend a presentation given by our 
Pastoral Associate, Mary Pat Campbell, on Tuesday, 
September 5, at 6:30 PM. Mary Pat will give us insight 
into this sometimes troubling situation and what to do or 
say in these circumstances. In June, Mary Pat gave our 
group an abbreviated presentation on this topic, and we 
found the subject so interesting that we want anyone 
who is interested to come to experience the entire 
presentation.

The presentation will be held in the Kuck Lounge. We 
hope to see you there!

CHOIR PRACTICE
Time to warm up your vocal cords and sing.
Choir practice will be starting again on Wednesday, 
September 6 at 7:00 PM after worship service.
If you are interested in joining 
the choir, please feel free to 
come to any Wednesday 
night practice and take part. 
We will be happy to have 
you join us!
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WOMEN’S RETREAT … REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

Looking for some peace and quiet? Need to rekindle 
your relationship with former hobbies? Want some “girl 
time”? Drawn to nature? Need a refresher course on 
finding yourself? Hoping to get to know other women 
with similar interests?

Registration for the second annual women’s retreat at 
Moon Beach in St. Germain, Wisconsin, is now open! 
The retreat will begin Friday, November 3, at 7:30 PM 
and go through Sunday, November 5, at 11:30 AM. 
Open to women of all ages ... invite a friend, sister, 
daughter, mother ... hosted by Saint Stephens. 

Cost is $150 and includes all but two activities (Yoga 
and Bless This Mess are an additional fee) plus breakfast, 
lunch and dinner on Saturday, brunch on Sunday, and 
the Inspirational Chocolates project. Cabins are heated 
and include modern bathroom facilities. Just bring your 
own sheets (or sleeping bag), pillow, and towels. (Each 
bed is fitted with a handmade quilt.) Map/directions, 
schedule, and reminders will be sent after registration.

You deserve this! So register and come and refresh, 
renew, regroup, re-energize, and/or relax! Customize 
your retreat to meet your needs. 

Please register by October 13. Registration forms are 
available in the office and on the table near the Scrip 
table and the coat closet. Completed registration forms 
should be returned to the office with your payment.

Any questions? Contact Kelly Wallace at 715.218.2543 
or ltkwallace1@yahoo.com

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
We are in the process of developing the new Confirmation 
Program here at Saint Stephens. The Program will begin 
this fall, so we are asking the parents of all students 
or adults, going into the 9th grade this academic year 
or older, who have not yet been confirmed and wish 
to be confirmed here at Saint Stephens, to complete a 
Confirmation Registration Form so that we can contact 
you with more information soon. Registration forms are 
available on the table near the coat closet or in the 
church office during the week, or we can send you a 
registration form by email. Please register ASAP.

Mark your calendar ...

Saint Stephens Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 15, 2017

after the 9:00 AM Worship
(No 10:30 AM Worship that day)
Annual reports, Council elections

More information to follow.

SOWING, REAPING ... AND SHARING
Do you have a farm or garden? Are you beginning to 
see the fruits of your labors? You’ve sown the seeds 
and now it is time to reap the harvest. No matter 
what you’re harvesting from your garden, please keep 
Dinner @ Five in mind if you have an overabundance 
of produce. Dave Raddenbach invites you to bring 
in fresh fruits or vegetables to the church kitchen on 
MONDAYS at 1:00 PM. Your contribution will either 
be served with the Dinner @ Five Community Meal or 
will be shared with the community that evening. Don’t 
let your hard work go to waste! Let us help you share 
God’s bounty with others!

Remember:  SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!



We want to acknowledge and celebrate  
your special days, and we’re starting with  

birthdays! Send your church friends birthday  
wishes, whether in person, via email, or by  

sending one of those wonderful cards you can  
hold in your hands by mail!  

September 27 Bobby Hinner
September 27 Mary Stamm
September 28 Gary Frisch
September 28 Jeffrey Kanitz
September 28 Timothy Koehler
September 28 Lois Wold
September 29 Brittany Berndt
September 29 Shirley Gremler
September 29 Christopher  
  Hommerding
September 29 Alexis Magray
September 29 Nicole Rehwinkel
September 29 Elgart Salefske
September 29 David Vachavake
September 30 Jerry Anderson
September 30 Dean Bowe
September 30 Ronald Prey
September 30 Kristy Schulz

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO YOU!

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

September 1 Mayward Schmidt
September 1 Brad Sturm
September 2 Dawn Bishop
September 2 Barb Laatsch
September 4 Nancy Hayes
September 4 Paulette Heuser
September 4 Bill McIntyre
September 4 Michael Prein
September 4 Kristine Smith
September 5 Jennifer Bienfang
September 5 Jacob Butler
September 5 Kaitlyn Heckendorf
September 5 Eldina Kienbaum
September 5 Sue Kraft
September 5 Jill Mosser
September 5 Ailyn Roberge
September 6 Tanya Frick
September 6 Garth Heckendorf
September 6 Robert Kultgen
September 6 Reno Leavitt
September 6 Coleen Schulz
September 6 Lynda Swan
September 7 Brian Oestreich
September 8 Maycee Eisner
September 8 Bonnie Koelsch
September 8 Debbie Moellendorf
September 8 Malakai Wheeler
September 9 Herbert Falk
September 9 Richard  
  Heckendorf, Jr.
September 9 Marcus Reinhardt
September 9 Matthew Reinhardt
September 9 Eileen Richards
September 9 Alexander Ruge
September 10 Kiana Haroldson
September 10 Lois Latzig
September 11 Chris Gano
September 11 Lynn Simon
September 12 Alvin Bunge
September 12 David Golisch
September 12 Kristine Koehler
September 12 Amanda Kohnhorst
September 12 Gina VanderGeest

September 13 Laurie Buck
September 13 Becky Dengel
September 13 Renee Koebe
September 13 Gloria Kottman
September 14 Carol Faust
September 14 Ryan Golisch
September 15 Mike Moellendorf
September 16 David Davis
September 16 Jackie Kuck
September 16 Sandy Spears
September 17 Bruce Hass
September 17 William Kunkel
September 17 Amara Lazare
September 17 Brittany Rousseau
September 17 Heidi Stevenson
September 18 Susan Gleason
September 18 Justin Schmidt
September 19 Jim Alft
September 19 Brenna Allen
September 19 Jonathon Johnson
September 19 Molly Kloss
September 19 Madison Prentice
September 20 Jamie Clark
September 20 Jessie Knott
September 20 Marjorie Williams
September 21 Jeremy Wicke
September 22 Stevie Booher
September 22 Patricia Hruby
September 22 Katelyn Wayda
Sepember 22 Vernon Ziemke
September 23 Brian Amelse
September 23 Evie Klug
September 23 Paul Mussell
September 23 Richard Plautz 
September 23 Taylor Zastrow
September 24 Shirley Kloss
September 24 Allan Luedtke
September 24 Cheri Reinhardt
September 25 Anna Bowe
September 26 William Beaudry
September 26 Arlo Berndt
September 26 Aaron Hoffman
September 26 Patricia Woller
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Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship
A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesday evening worship  
begins at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Boxes of contribution envelopes for 2017 are still 
available. Stop in the office if you would like a box.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

October 1, 15, 22, 29 
November 5, 19, 26

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

October 1, 8, 22, 29 
November 5, 12

Coffee Hour 
September 10 

October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

At 5 PM Monday

Pork Tips & Gravy over Noodles 
Hot Veggie 

Dessert (when available) and Beverages

THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3:  Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery;  
Coffee Hour after worship service.  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM

FALL KICKOFF:  Sunday, September 10
10:30 AM WORSHIP RESUMES:  Sunday, September 10 (on a trial basis)

ANNUAL MEETING:  Sunday, October 15

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING AHEAD FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
There will be a change to the times for Christmas Eve 
worship this year, and we hope this change will make it 
easier for families, especially those with small children, 
to come and worship together. The service times for 
Christmas Eve worship will be:  4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 
9:00 PM. We will also have Sunday morning worship 
service that day, on Sunday, December 24, at 9:00 AM. 
There will be no worship service on Christmas Day, 
Monday, December 25.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 10, in 
conjunction with our Fall Kickoff! Please register your 
child for the 2017-2018 Program Year. Registration 
forms are available on the table near the coat closet 
and Scrip table or in the church office during the week, 
or we can send you a form via email. Deadline for 
registration is September 3.

HOMELESSNESS IS HERE ... IN OUR COMMUNITY
Did you know that the majority of poor renting families 
in America spend over half their income on housing? 
Many are evicted because they cannot pay rent. 

St. Vincent de Paul works every day with people who 
have been evicted, cannot pay their rent, or are on the 
verge of losing their housing, and they are working hard 
to partner with other community agencies in Lincoln 
County to make a much-needed local shelter a reality. 

In the last 10 months alone, St. Vincent’s has helped 
136 homeless individuals (including 38 children). The 
problem is real. And it is right here in our Merrill 
community. 
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MEMORIALS
Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial
 $20.00 in memory of Mady Odegard from Dan & Patsy Pick
 $20.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Dan & Patsy Pick
 $15.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Linda Hass
 $30.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Ewald & Marilyn Katke
 $20.00 in memory of Connie Swanson from Eleanor Fehlberg
 $15.00 in memory of Connie Swanson from Robert & Esther Gruling
 $10.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Joan Lukes
 $20.00 in memory of Connie Swanson from Eleanor & Raymond Schwartz
 $10.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Bill & Sandy Beaudry
 $10.00 in memory of Laurel Streich from Bill & Sandy Beaudry
 $135.00 in memory of Connie Swanson from friends of the family
 $15.00 in memory of Connie Swanson from Roger & Donna Thompson

Dinner @ Five
 $80.00 in memory of Connie Swanson from Images staff:  Sandy, Debbi, Kelly, Barbara, Gina, Mary, Leah, 
  and Meghan (this donation was erroneously listed under the Memorial heading last week, but this 
  donation was intended as a memorial donation for Dinner @ Five)

New Roof
 $20.00 in memory of Dad, Lylas Berndt, for his birthday from Dennis & Sharon Woller
 $30.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Bill & Joanne Wengeler

Organ
 $10.00 in memory of Connie Swanson from Lois Wold
 $10.00 in memory of Mady Odegard

Capital Improvement
 $10.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Gerald & Carol Duwe
 $25.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Neal Christensen
 $25.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Neal Christensen

Radio
 $190.00 in memory of Dan Catlin for our 40th anniversary on September 3 and his birthday 
  September 29 from Diana

Food for Kids
 $50.00 in memory of Connie Swanson from Bill & Carol Weber
 $60.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Dick Bettin

OCWM
 $25.00 in memory of Carlos Berndt from Gerald Oestreich

Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products will send a percentage of your purchase 
of $100 or more by cash or check to Saint Stephens as a part of the Scrip program. Miller Furniture also 

participates in the Scrip program in this same manner. Just tell whichever store you are shopping at that you 
belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 
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ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTIONS
Have you tried electronic giving yet? It’s fast, easy, and 
secure, and there are several different ways you can do 
it.

1. First, you can use your bank’s Bill Pay system to 
initiate checks being sent to the church according to 
whatever schedule you choose. 

2. Second, you can pay electronically online from your 
home computer. It’s easy to do, and you can either 

“set it and forget it” for regular weekly or monthly 
contributions, or you can go in and enter contributions, 
memorials, or special offerings whenever you choose. 

For complete instructions on how to begin giving 
electronically, contact Tina in the church office. She 
will email you easy-to-follow instructions. 

3. Third, you can text to give right from your phone, even 
while sitting in church if you want to. While everyone 
else is dropping an envelope into the collection plate, 
you could theoretically be making a donation via text 
at the same time. You could also do this before or 
after services or any time at all! Complete Text Giving 
instructions are printed in this edition of the Interpreter!

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s Fast, Quick, Easy & 
Convenient ... Wherever You Are

Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

1. Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256
2. You will get a reply message with a link. Tap 
the link & it will take you to a screen that lets you 
input:

• The Dollar Amount you want to give 
(minimum of $3 per transaction for text 
giving).

• The Fund you want your money to go to 
(by default it will go in Weekly/Pledged 
Giving ... the General Fund ... but you can 
choose any fund listed). 

• The Account Type you want to use to 
make your payment (Credit/Debit Card, 
Checking, Savings).

3. Beneath that, you will be prompted to enter 
the appropriate account numbers, expiration date, 
and/or security information for the account you 
selected. Be assured this is a secure system and 
we at Saint Stephens will never see your account 
information.
4. Check the box that says “I’m Not a Robot” and 
follow the instructions to verify you are not a robot. 
It will be a simple “human” test such as selecting 
some photos that meet a certain criteria.
5. Click the GIVE button.

You will get a Thank You message with a receipt 
immediately following your transaction to confirm 
that it went through. A receipt will simultaneously be 
texted to your phone number and sent to the email 
address you entered. 

If you have any questions or concerns, call Tina in 
the office. She tried it and successfully processed a 
personal donation to create this set of instructions. 

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
If you are ever curious about what is happening with 
your Church Council and church finances, you are 
always able to request a copy of the most recent Council 
Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time. While these 
two documents are too lengthy and cumbersome to 
include here in their entirety each month, they are 
always readily available to you. We want everyone to 
know what is happening in the life of the church. 

Simply call Tina in the church office for a copy.

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

P.S. Don’t forget 
to bring your Food 
Pantry Donations 

this Sunday!



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3  ... Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM 
Nursery Available

 Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Michelle Tlusty.
Flowers on the altar are in memory of my mother, Marie Wood, on her birthday 

from Lora Jean Oslage. 
Radio Ministry is in memory of Dan Catlin for our 40th anniversary on  

September 3 and his birthday September 29 from Diana.
Coffee Hour is sponsored by Kelly Krembs. 

Nursery will be staffed by Jennifer Porath and Beth Badeau.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4:  
LABOR DAY 
Office Closed 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 6:00 Church & Ministry

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:30 Visitation Training

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 
 7:00 Choir 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Budget Meeting

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship service. If 
your little ones would like to play and socialize with other little 
people their age, feel free to bring them to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care for them during the 
service. (If you have not already done so, please complete an 
enrollment form for your child.)

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 10, in conjunction with our Fall Kickoff! Please register your 
child for the 2017-2018 Program Year. Registration forms are available on the table near the coat closet or in the 
church office during the week, or we can send you a form via email. Deadline for registration is September 3.


