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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Summer Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-3:30 | Fri 8-1 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

SUMMER ENDING

As the summer comes to a close and my travels are wrapping up, it occurs to me that summer 
really is about Sabbath. It really has been a theme throughout our year. It’s important to be 
able to interrupt our regular routine to do something different so we can see with clearer eyes 
the life that we’re living day in and day out. I’m grateful for my time away with family and 
friends, visiting some of my favorite places, and introducing my kids to important places from 
my childhood.
Since I’ve been working in churches, the last few weeks of August have come to be some of the 
busiest of the year. As parents are signing up kids for school and extra curricular activities, and 
farmers are trying to pull in overflowing harvests, the church program year is getting geared up 
as well. And there’s plenty of preparation that goes into it.
We’re meeting with Sunday school teachers, prepping classrooms and curriculum. We’re 
rearranging spaces, painting walls and putting down new mats for the nursery. We’re collecting 
information sheets from children age 0 to 12th grade. We’re putting together a brand new 
Confirmation program that we believe will even better equip our youth for lives of faith in the 
21st Century and hopefully will be in a format that integrates well with busy schedules. (We’re 
also inviting unconfirmed adults and older youth to join us as well!) We’re ordering new bibles 
for new kids and for those who are moving up into new sections of curriculum.
We are again receiving donations for new bibles again this year. We estimate we will need 20 
new this year! Thank you in advance for your generous support. $20 each.
We are cleaning up our membership database. We are planning the music schedule. We are 
working on new initiatives for our Congregational Care Team, including gifts for new babies. 
We are prepping for the initial stage of our capital campaign where we will introduce the 
campaign to the congregation through education and awareness. We are wrapping up Lunch 
in the Park and gearing up for our inaugural year of sponsoring and administrating the Food for 
Kids Program.
This is some of what the last weeks of August and the first weeks of September look like around 
the office and church life. I’m reminded though that none of these things - not the programs 
themselves, nor our excellent staff who manage the life of the church throughout the week - 
would exist without your continued faithfulness and generosity.
Last fall, the Stewardship Team handed out decks of playing cards as a symbolic reminder that 
there are 52 weeks in the year and they asked that we each consider our annual offering in terms 
of weekly giving. There are some who give monthly and others give in other intervals. But I’ve 
discovered that giving weekly allows for a steady and consistent spiritual practice of noticing  
our personal resources going towards the larger whole to resource this, our community.
Like many of you, I have been gone on and off throughout the summer. This past Sunday, as I 
prepped for worship, I wrote out a check for three weeks of giving, because it had been three 
weeks since I had been in worship. I mention this only because, Jamie and I took the time last 
fall to determine what we knew we could faithfully give each and every week, an amount we 
know fits within our income and expenses. And if you have been gone for weeks during the 
summer, I encourage you to do this as well. Church continues even when we are not present.
We also added one more dollar per week than we gave last year. If you have not added one 
dollar more than your giving last year, or given an additional $52, as some have, I encourage 
you to keep this commitment requested by your stewardship team, as well. 
It is vital for the life of our congregation that we give faithfully and regularly. Giving regularly 
is the best way to sustain the life, mission, and all of the ministry we are doing these days as 
Saint Stephens UCC. So, if you didn’t take the time last fall to determine what amount you can 
faithfully sustain each week of the year (whatever that amount is) I encourage you still to do it, 
so we can finish this fall financially strong. Now is the best time to start. We have so much life 
teeming inside our community, and we are not done yet. Let’s continue to build a future we’re 
excited to live and share.
Blessings for all that is and that is still to come,

Kyle
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BACK TO SCHOOL ... WITH SCRIP!
Is it really time for Back to School? According to the stores it certainly 
is! And the schools have their supply lists out. So it seems it is time 
to start Back to School shopping ... with Scrip, of course!

Whether you’re shopping for crayons and clay, new jeans and gym 
shorts, notebooks and Nikes, or anything else on your long and 
growing list of clothes and school supplies needed for the growing 
kiddos ... Scrip can help you get what you need. And not just for 
kindergarteners through high school seniors either. 

College kids need to set up their dorms or housing and get situated, 
too. From hampers and shower caddies to mini fridges and the 

ramen noodles and spaghetti o’s to stock their pantries, both upperclassman and freshmen have their own long 
lists of “necessities.”

Department stores, clothing stores, shoe stores, grocery stores ... we’ve got the Scrip you need, both for shopping 
locally and in your nearest college town. Stop and see all we have to offer at the Scrip table, and special order any 
cards we don’t carry in stock, or stop in the office during the week to pick up those in-stock Scrip cards. School 
shopping gets easier ... with Scrip!

CAN YOU SPONSOR A COFFEE HOUR?
We need Coffee Hour sponsors! Can you help? How 
do you host a Coffee Hour? It’s easy! Bring in some 
treats, purchase some juice for the kids, make coffee 
as soon as you arrive (instructions are on the side of 
the fridge), and arrange the treats on the head table 
with napkins, small plates, small cups of juice, and 
coffee cups, creamer, and sweetener. Coffee Hour is 
held between the conclusion of the 9:00 AM worship 
service and the beginning of the 10:30 AM worship. 
Visit with people and get to know them. Welcome 
visitors! It’s fun! Clean up the area the way you found it. 
That’s all there is to it!

Call the office or sign up on the chart now hanging on 
the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. 

RADIO SPONSORS NEEDED
Would you like to sponsor a radio broadcast? The cost 
is $190, the same as last year. Call the office to schedule 
your broadcast. You can sponsor a radio broadcast 
in honor of or in memory of someone or a particular 
occasion. 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE PRESENTATION
The care team has been active for about eight years. We 
are a small but dedicated group of volunteers who visit 
our church shut-ins at their homes or housing facilities. 
We would welcome anyone who is interested in this 
church outreach program to contact Mary Pat or Tina at 
the church office to indicate their interest.

Have you ever found it difficult to find the right words to 
say to friends or family members who are hospitalized? 
You are invited to attend a presentation given by our 
Pastoral Associate, Mary Pat Campbell, on Tuesday, 
September 5, at 6:30 PM. Mary Pat will give us insight 
into this sometimes troubling situation and what to do or 
say in these circumstances. In June, Mary Pat gave our 
group an abbreviated presentation on this topic, and we 
found the subject so interesting that we want anyone 
who is interested to come to experience the entire 
presentation.

The presentation will be held in the Kuck Lounge. We 
hope to see you there!

CHOIR PRACTICE
Time to warm up your vocal cords and sing.
Choir practice will be starting again on Wednesday, 
September 6 at 7:00 PM after worship service.
If you are interested in joining 
the choir, please feel free to 
come to any Wednesday 
night practice and take part. 
We will be happy to have 
you join us!
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FOOD FOR KIDS
Saint Stephens is now able to accept 
donations for the Food for Kids 
program we have adopted. Checks 
for Food for Kids should be made 
payable to:  Food for Kids and may 
be dropped into the collection plate 
or delivered to the church office.

10:30 WORSHIP SERVICE ON TRIAL BASIS
Our 10:30 AM Sunday worship service is historically less 
consistent than Wednesday evening service and has a 
low attendance. We want to be mindful of our time and 
resources, but we also know that there are a few people 
who are truly enamored of our 10:30 AM service. On 
the other hand, most 10:30 AM worshippers only come 
occasionally to that particular service, and there are so 
many benefits to all worshipping together at one service, 
so we are considering eliminating the 10:30 AM Sunday 
worship.

With that being said, we will continue to have the 10:30 
AM service on a trial basis for the fall, beginning on 
Sunday, September 10, and continuing through Sunday, 
December 17. (There will be no 10:30 AM worship on 
Christmas Eve Day, Sunday, December 24, or New Year’s 
Eve Day, Sunday, December 31. After this trial period 
concludes, we will evaluate whether we will include a 
10:30 AM worship as part of our 2018 schedule. 

SIR FRANCIS DRAKE’S PRAYER, 1577 
Disturb us, Lord,
When we are too pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true
Because we dreamed too little,
When we arrived safely
Because we sailed too close to the shore.
Disturb us, Lord,
When with the abundance of things we possess
We have lost our thirst
For the waters of life;
Having fallen in love with life,
We have ceased to dream of eternity
And in our efforts to build a new earth,
We have allowed our vision
Of the new Heaven to dim.
Disturb us, Lord,
To dare more boldly,
To venture on wilder seas
Where storms will show Your mastery;
Where losing sight of land,
We shall find the stars.
We ask you to push back
The horizons of our hopes;
And to push back the future
In strength, courage, hope, and love.
This we ask in the name of our Captain,
Who is Jesus Christ.

MEMORIALS
Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial
 $100.00 in memory of parents, Leo & Lillian Leistikow, from daughter Barbara and Fern
 $80.00 in memory of Connie Swanson from Images staff:  Sandy, Debbi, Kelly, Barbara, Gina, Mary, Leah, 
  and Meghan
 $60.00 in memory of Gordon Dotter for his August 22 birthday from his family
 $50.00 in memory of parents, Duane & Ruth Heath, on their August 21 wedding anniversary from Bob & 
  Cherie Kultgen and Family
 $25.00 in memory of Connie Swanson from Melita & Roland Hall

Capital Improvement
 $10.00 in memory of Connie Swanson from Donald & Mary Ann Forster

Organ Fund
 * in memory of Leroy Dahm from Holly & Harriet Henrich

New Roof
 $10.00 in memory of Connie Swanson from Dennis & Sharon Woller
 $20.00 in memory of Uncle, Carlos Berndt, from Dennis & Sharon Woller

* Amount withheld by request
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WOMEN’S RETREAT … REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

Looking for some peace and quiet? Need to rekindle 
your relationship with former hobbies? Want some “girl 
time”? Drawn to nature? Need a refresher course on 
finding yourself? Hoping to get to know other women 
with similar interests?

Registration for the second annual women’s retreat at 
Moon Beach in St. Germain, Wisconsin, is now open! 
The retreat will begin Friday, November 3, at 7:30 PM 
and go through Sunday, November 5, at 11:30 AM. 
Open to women of all ages ... invite a friend, sister, 
daughter, mother ... hosted by Saint Stephens. 

Cost is $150 and includes all but two activities (Yoga 
and Bless This Mess are an additional fee) plus breakfast, 
lunch and dinner on Saturday, brunch on Sunday, and 
the Inspirational Chocolates project. Cabins are heated 
and include modern bathroom facilities. Just bring your 
own sheets (or sleeping bag), pillow, and towels. (Each 
bed is fitted with a handmade quilt.) Map/directions, 
schedule, and reminders will be sent after registration.

You deserve this! So register and come and refresh, 
renew, regroup, re-energize, and/or relax! Customize 
your retreat to meet your needs. 

Please register by October 13. Registration forms are 
available in the office and on the table near the Scrip 
table and the coat closet. Completed registration forms 
should be returned to the office with your payment.

Any questions? Contact Kelly Wallace at 715.218.2543 
or ltkwallace1@yahoo.com

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
We are in the process of developing the new Confirmation 
Program here at Saint Stephens. The Program will begin 
this fall, so we are asking the parents of all students 
or adults, going into the 9th grade this academic year 
or older, who have not yet been confirmed and wish 
to be confirmed here at Saint Stephens, to complete a 
Confirmation Registration Form so that we can contact 
you with more information soon. Registration forms are 
available on the table near the coat closet or in the 
church office during the week, or we can send you a 
registration form by email. Please register ASAP.

Mark your calendar ...

Saint Stephens Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 15, 2017

after the 9:00 AM Worship
(No 10:30 AM Worship that day)
Annual reports, Council elections

More information to follow.

SOWING, REAPING ... AND SHARING
Do you have a farm or garden? Are you beginning to 
see the fruits of your labors? You’ve sown the seeds 
and now it is time to reap the harvest. No matter 
what you’re harvesting from your garden, please keep 
Dinner @ Five in mind if you have an overabundance 
of produce. Dave Raddenbach invites you to bring 
in fresh fruits or vegetables to the church kitchen on 
MONDAYS at 1:00 PM. Your contribution will either 
be served with the Dinner @ Five Community Meal or 
will be shared with the community that evening. Don’t 
let your hard work go to waste! Let us help you share 
God’s bounty with others!

Remember:  SCRIP costs 
you NOTHING to use in 

place of cash!
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Ladder

“Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran.  He 
came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, 
because the sun had set.  Taking one of the stones of 
the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that 
place.  And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up 
on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it.” - 
Genesis 28:10-17

Should you one day make it to Jerusalem, you will 
no doubt also make your way to what many consider 
the holiest site in the world: the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, which they say is on the site of both 
Jesus’ crucifixion and of the tomb from which he was 
resurrected.  Stop in the courtyard outside and look up, 
just to the right above the main doors. There you’ll see a 
wooden ladder propped against a windowsill.  No one 

knows for sure exactly how long it’s been there, but it’s 
visible in photographs from the late 1800s, and there’s 
an engraving of the church from the 1720s that shows 
something that looks an awful lot like it.  Probably 
placed by some careless workman who forgot to clean 
up after the job three hundred years ago, it’s been kept 
sitting there ever since because the half dozen or so 
Christian denominations who share uneasy control of 
the church can’t agree on whose responsibility it is or 
what to do with it.  They call it The Immovable Ladder.

You could claim that it connects nothing, serves no 
purpose, helps no one.  But it’s hard to look at it without 
being reminded forcefully of how weird humans are, 
how feckless and fickle not only we, but our institutions 
are, too.  So while Jacob’s ladder connects heaven and 
earth, and your ladder connects the front yard to the 
porch roof, maybe The Immovable Ladder is there to 
connect us to our own brokenness.  Maybe it’s there 
to remind you of just how foolish you can be, and how 
trapped you can become.

You can’t help but shake your head in wonderment and 
despair when you see it, and maybe that’s exactly the 
right thing to do before you approach the place where 
humanity crucified love.

Prayer

God, for a ladder that leads nowhere but my own 
foolishness, I thank you.  For an empty tomb that leads 
beyond it, I worship you.  Amen.

By Quinn G. Caldwell

LIVING WELL WITH CHRONIC CONDITIONS
Do you have a chronic health condition? Are you 
ready to live better? Come to the “Living Well with 
Chronic Conditions” program each Monday beginning 
September 11 through October 16, from 1:00-3:30 PM 
at Our Saviours Lutheran Church in Merrill. If you have 
arthritis, obesity, high blood pressure, heart disease, 
chronic pain, anxiety, or other chronic conditions, the 
Living Well workshop can help you feel better, take 
control of your life, and do the things you want to do. 
To register or for more information, please call Jennifer: 
(715) 536-0311. Cost: Suggested contribution of $10.00 
for entire 6-week class.
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Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship
A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesday evening worship  
begins at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

No matter who you are or where you 
are on life’s journey, 
you’re welcome here.

2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Boxes of contribution envelopes for 2017 are still 
available. Stop in the office if you would like a box.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
September 17, 24 

October 1, 15, 22, 29

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 
September 3 

October 1, 8, 22, 29

Coffee Hour 
August 27

September 10, 24

At 5 PM Monday

Homemade Chicken Noodle Soup 
Egg Salad Sandwiches 

Hot Veggie 
Dessert (when available) and Beverages

Summer Office Hours
Summer office hours are in effect, now until Labor Day. 
Enjoy your summer!

     Monday - Thursday    8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
     Friday      8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

THIS SUNDAY, AUGUST 27:  MISSION TRIP SUNDAY - Worship at 9:00 AM, with Nursery;  
Coffee Hour after worship service.  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM

FALL KICKOFF:  Sunday, September 10
10:30 AM WORSHIP RESUMES:  Sunday, September 10 (on a trial basis)

ANNUAL MEETING:  Sunday, October 15

UPCOMING EVENTS

PLANNING AHEAD FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
There will be a change to the times for Christmas Eve 
worship this year, and we hope this change will make it 
easier for families, especially those with small children, 
to come and worship together. The service times for 
Christmas Eve worship will be:  4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, and 
9:00 PM. We will also have Sunday morning worship 
service that day, on Sunday, December 24, at 9:00 AM. 
There will be no worship service on Christmas Day, 
Monday,  December 25. This is a CORRECTION from 
last week’s notice. Sorry for any confusion! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 10, in 
conjunction with our Fall Kickoff! Please register your 
child for the 2017-2018 Program Year. Registration 
forms are available on the table near the coat closet 
and Scrip table or in the church office during the week, 
or we can send you a form via email. Deadline for 
registration is September 3.
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ELECTRONIC GIVING OPTIONS
Have you tried electronic giving yet? It’s fast, easy, and 
secure, and there are several different ways you can do 
it.

1. First, you can use your bank’s Bill Pay system to 
initiate checks being sent to the church according to 
whatever schedule you choose. 

2. Second, you can pay electronically online from your 
home computer. It’s easy to do, and you can either 

“set it and forget it” for regular weekly or monthly 
contributions, or you can go in and enter contributions, 
memorials, or special offerings whenever you choose. 

For complete instructions on how to begin giving 
electronically, contact Tina in the church office. She 
will email you easy-to-follow instructions. 

3. Third, you can text to give right from your phone, even 
while sitting in church if you want to. While everyone 
else is dropping an envelope into the collection plate, 
you could theoretically be making a donation via text 
at the same time. You could also do this before or 
after services or any time at all! Complete Text Giving 
instructions are printed in this edition of the Interpreter!

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s Fast, Quick, Easy & 
Convenient ... Wherever You Are

Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to 
Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all 
you need to do:

1. Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    
73256
2. You will get a reply message with a link. Tap 
the link & it will take you to a screen that lets you 
input:

• The Dollar Amount you want to give 
(minimum of $3 per transaction for text 
giving).

• The Fund you want your money to go to 
(by default it will go in Weekly/Pledged 
Giving ... the General Fund ... but you can 
choose any fund listed). 

• The Account Type you want to use to 
make your payment (Credit/Debit Card, 
Checking, Savings).

3. Beneath that, you will be prompted to enter 
the appropriate account numbers, expiration date, 
and/or security information for the account you 
selected. Be assured this is a secure system and 
we at Saint Stephens will never see your account 
information.
4. Check the box that says “I’m Not a Robot” and 
follow the instructions to verify you are not a robot. 
It will be a simple “human” test such as selecting 
some photos that meet a certain criteria.
5. Click the GIVE button.

You will get a Thank You message with a receipt 
immediately following your transaction to confirm 
that it went through. A receipt will simultaneously be 
texted to your phone number and sent to the email 
address you entered. 

If you have any questions or concerns, call Tina in 
the office. She tried it and successfully processed a 
personal donation to create this set of instructions. 

COUNCIL/FISCAL TRANSPARENCY
If you are ever curious about what is happening with 
your Church Council and church finances, you are 
always able to request a copy of the most recent Council 
Minutes and Treasurer’s Report at any time. While these 
two documents are too lengthy and cumbersome to 
include here in their entirety each month, they are 
always readily available to you. We want everyone to 
know what is happening in the life of the church. 

Simply call Tina in the church office for a copy.

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
  Christopher Stamm
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

PINE CREST
The August Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, August 24. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Deloris Bauman, 
Renee Williams, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle 
Carnes will lead the worship service and Darlene 
Johnson is the pianist.



SUNDAY, AUGUST 27  ... MISSION TRIP SUNDAY

- Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM 
Nursery Available

 Musicians are Darlene Johnson and Tiffany Townsend.
Flowers on the altar are in celebration of the baptism of Vivian Kruchko from  

Rich & Nancy Dabbert. 
Radio Ministry is in appreciation of and thanks to all the volunteers who help 

keep this congregation operating, from a grateful member who wishes to remain 
anonymous.

Coffee Hour is unsponsored as of the time of this printing. 
Nursery will be staffed by Darcia Hopp and Jennifer Porath.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, AUGUST 28 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Habitat Meeting

TUESDAY, AUGUST 29 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)

THURSDAY, AUGUST 31 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship service. If 
your little ones would like to play and socialize with other little 
people their age, feel free to bring them to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care for them during the 
service. (If you have not already done so, please complete an 
enrollment form for your child.)

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 10, in conjunction with our Fall Kickoff! Please register your 
child for the 2017-2018 Program Year. Registration forms are available on the table near the coat closet or in the 
church office during the week, or we can send you a form via email. Deadline for registration is September 3.


