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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

MI(E)NDING THE BIG PICTURE

This is the fourth and last article about mission in the series that I’ve been writing over the past 
four issues of the Interpreter. It’s amazing how fast four weeks go by.

The fourth level of mission work is advocacy. This means that we don’t just do the work to 
meet the needs of people, but we also ask the question:  Why are they in need? There are a lot 
of answers to this question, and some are more productive than others. One frequent answer 
some people give is:  People are in need because of their own actions, choices, or lack of effort. 
This is the personal responsibility approach. And the power and necessity of accountability 
and responsibility are undeniable. Our culture certainly lacks accountability and is ready to 
point away from ourselves at any chance that we get. But this is true across all segments of our 
population and has very little do with how much we have or don’t have.

This approach typically ends the conversation. If we believe that people are in need only 
because of their own actions, and the responsibility lies only with them, then there’s nothing 
for us to do, ever. In fact, there is no point to mission work at all if everyone is solely responsible 
for their own fate. This is one of the reasons why projects for kids are usually so well supported. 
We believe that there’s still some sense of innocence and they cannot yet be blamed for their 
plight. However, we know that if we look around, we see that people are in need for a number 
of reasons, and reasons that compound together to create a system difficult to escape. We’re all 
in the system and it’s difficult for any of us to move around in it; it just works better for some 
of us than it does for others.

Most often the “personal responsibility/accountability” response is not an actual 
encouragement toward accountability or self-reliance. Most often the “pick yourself up by 
your bootstraps” response is a way to end the conversation, and comes as an avoidance of 
our interconnectedness and mutual responsibility. We are connected as human beings both 
biologically and economically. We are not separate. This is the starting place for advocacy:  the 
belief that we are not separate, and that we are indeed our sister’s keeper and brother’s keeper. 

Advocacy asks questions of our social, cultural, economic, and governmental systems with 
those who are being marginalized in mind. We also question the system in a way that leads 
toward taking action, taking stock of our personal involvement and responsibility for the 
systems in which we live.

When we go to South Dakota in a few weeks, we’ll spend half of our time learning about the 
Lakota culture, as well as the historical and current relationship between the tribe and the 
U.S. Government/European colonists. We will take the time to learn that the current plight of 
the Lakota people and other native people across the country is not caused by a single issue 
and cannot rest upon notions of personal responsibility. Rather we will learn about a system 
500 years old - a system of oppression and marginalization and colonization that has set out 
to intentionally misunderstand, dismantle, and denigrate the native culture. And to re-member 
that a centuries-long breach will take more than a week’s worth of kindness, but an entire 
re-orientation of a relationship, that does begin with us, here, today, being willing to take 
responsibility. Not necessarily for the past, but for today. 

Advocacy is the big picture work of our missional life as Christians … and citizens. Hopefully 
all mission work has an element of advocacy in it. Because we do the most good when we give 
up our seat of power by “helping” and stay far away from pity. We are most effective when we 
change our language from “us and them” to “we,” and we begin to see the plight of others as 
directly connected to our own plight. They are not separate. We are not separate. So we ask 
questions about our life together and attempt to make change so that fewer people are in need. 
And that when it’s our turn to be in need, we know that we and others will be provided what 
we need, because the system is working for us and not against us. Advocacy is about taking our 
frustration with the system and doing something about it. 

God’s blessings for the work that we share, Kyle
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2017 RE-MEMBER MISSION TRIP IS SCHEDULED!
This year’s Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota has been scheduled, and you’re invited 
to join us! We will leave early on Saturday, June 10, 
and return late on Friday, June 16. The cost for the 
trip is $546.00 per person. Join us for a life changing 
experience! A Re-Member Mission Trip is about more 
than just helping with work projects. It is also about 
being immersed in and learning more about the Oglala 
Lakota Indian people we are working alongside, building 
relationships and solidarity with them. Talk with Rev. 
Carnes for more info. You won’t regret it!

NEW TWIN SHEET SETS & PILLOWS, PLEASE
We are collecting NEW twin size sheet sets and pillows 
to take with us on our Re-Member Mission Trip to the 
Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota as our gift from 
Saint Stephens. 

One of the projects volunteers frequently work on 
while helping at the reservation is building bunk beds 
for children. Many familes do not have adequate 
sleeping facilities, simply due to the poverty of this 
region. As we have mentioned previously, the Oglala 
Lakota Indian communities on the reservation are some 
of the poorest in the nation. While Native Americans 
comprise only 2% of the U.S. population, it is estimated 
that Native Americans comprise 8% of America’s 
homeless. Inadequate housing is one of the most 
prevalent problems on this reservation. So while we 
are there helping repair and restore homes and building 
bunk beds and other projects, we want to provide new 
bedding to go on those bunk beds, too. 

Donations of NEW pillows and twin sheet sets can be 
dropped off in the church office or in the basket we will 
put out near the Scrip table on Sundays. 

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR THE SUMMER
Would you like to provide special music for the summer? 
We need your talent at Saint Stephens to enhance our 
worship services! To sign up to provide special music 
for a Sunday (remember, we only have worship at 9:00 
AM for the summer months), call Choir Director Jim 
Bjorklund at 715.539.3442 or call Kelly in the church 
office at 715.536.7322.

Sunday School is now on Summer Break!  See you all 
in the fall!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES



May 22, 2017
Page 3THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Congratulations to all of our high school and college graduates! We 
wish you love and blessings on all of your future endeavors, whatever they may 
be. As you venture out beyond the boundaries of our small community, please 
know that you will always be a part of the Saint Stephens community. We hope 
you will continue or grow to be active in our church community  now and in the 
future. This is your home, and you are the future of Saint Stephens. And what a 
bright future that will be with you as an integral part of it.

Special congratulations also goes out to all of the recipients of this year’s Staats 
Memorial Scholarships:

College Undergraduates
Matthew Ruge
Wesley Boehm
Adam Messerschmidt
Scott Wallace
Landis Holdorf
Mason Reinhardt
Nicole Seidler
Justin Pyan

Pictured above - Some of our high school seniors and 
college undergraduates from Saint Stephens who joined 
us on Baccalaureate Sunday at 8:45 AM. Front row, left 
to right: Landis Holdorf, Mikayla “Maggie” Holdorf, 
Bailee Golisch, Ryan Golisch, Hugh Hanig, and Justin 
Pyan. Back row, left to right: Joseph Sampo, Alisha 
Scantlin, Morgan Schwartzman, and Mason Reinhardt.

Proverbs 22:1-6
A good name is to be chosen rather than  
  great riches,
      and favor is better than silver or gold.
The rich and the poor have this in common:
      the Lord is the maker of them all.
The clever see danger and hide;
      but the simple go on, and suffer for it.
The reward for humility and fear of the Lord
      is riches and honor and life.
Thorns and snares are in the way of the  
  perverse;
      the cautious will keep far from them.
Train children in the right way,
      and when old, they will not stray.

High School Students
Ryan Golisch
Alisha Scantlin
Mikayla Holdorf
Bailee Golisch

Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products will send a percentage  
of your purchase of $100 or more by cash or check to Saint Stephens as a part of the  

Scrip program. Miller Furniture also participates in the Scrip program in this same manner.  
Just tell whichever store you are shopping at that you belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Snug as a Bug

The law of the Lord is perfect,
   reviving the soul;
the ordinances of the Lord are true
   and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold,
   even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey,
   and drippings of the honeycomb. - Psalm 19
My two- week-old daughter absolutely hates it when her 
hands wiggle out of her swaddle. She cries out against 
her circumstances in what I imagine is translated loosely 
as:

“Treachery! Villainy! How could it have come to this?!”

Then I redo her swaddle and she quiets down. Wrapped 
up tight, held still, she feels secure and all is sweet 
peace for a time.

A time in which her hands are busy wiggling out again.

I would find the whole thing frustrating, but I do the 
very same thing.

I know that I’m supposed to do the right thing, but I’m 
always wiggling out of it.  Love God with my whole 
heart?  Maybe I’ll hold back just a little, just in case.  
Love my neighbor as I love myself?  I’ll just settle 
for politely ignoring them.  Love my enemy?  Seems 
downright naïve these days.

I know what I am supposed to do, but I wiggle out of 
it.  And very quickly my life falls into a state of disarray.  
Circumstances spin out of control, feelings are hurt, 
people are hurt, my own behavior is much to blame.  I 
never meant it to happen—how could it have come to 
this?

The Law of God isn’t like iron shackles, holding us 
back.  The Law is more like bands of swaddling cloth, 
wrapping us tightly, keeping us safe and secure.   When 
we stop fighting the soft, strong bands of God’s Law, 
sweet peace is not so far away. 

Prayer

God, let me love Your Law, and follow it.  Amen. 

By John Edgerton

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials

 $25.00 in memory of Mae Lupton from Lois Latzig
 $20.00 in memory of Shari Guenther from Sandy & Bill Beaudry
 $300.00 in memory of Mae Lupton from her family
 $20.00 in memory of my sister-in-law, Shari (Perry) Guenther, from Jan Bartelt Perry
 $100.00 in honor of the baptism of Croix Michael Boquist from his Mom, Stephanie Lambrecht

New Roof
 $20.00 in memory of Shari Guenther from Patsy & Dan Pick
 $5.00 in memory of Shari Guenther form Betty Krause

Radio
 $190.00 in memory of Mae Lupton from her family

Endowment
 $100.00 in memory of Phil Schaefer on his 70th birthday on May 16 from Jean Schaefer

MEMORIALS
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SAINT STEPHENS FAST PITCH SOFTBALL LEAGUE TEAM ...  
LAST CHANCE TO SIGN UP TO BE A PART OF THIS YEAR’S TEAM! 
June 1 is the last day we can add people to the team roster. If you want to join us, 
contact team manager, Jerry Burnett, at 715.536.6191 ASAP. 

2017 SEASON SCHEDULE 
Date  Time  Location  Teams
May 14  1:30 PM Faith Lutheran  vs. St. Paul’s Irma 2 (Ben)
May 21  1:30 PM St. John’s  vs. St. Peter, Schofield
May 28  Off for Memorial Day Weekend
June 4  4:30 PM Faith Lutheran  vs. Christ Lutheran, Merrill/ 
       Mtn of the Lord, Wausau
June 11  1:30 PM Immanuel  vs. St. Pauls Irma 1 (Bobby)
June 18  4:30 PM St. John’s  vs. Our Saviours/St. John’s
June 25  3:00 PM Immanuel  vs. Our Saviours/St. John’s
July 2  Off for Independence Day Weekend
July 9  1:30 PM Faith Lutheran  vs. St. Paul’s Irma 1 (Bobby)
July 16  1:30 PM Faith Lutheran  vs. St. Peter, Schofield
July 23  Division 1 Tournament @ St. John’s
July 30  3:00 PM Immanuel  vs. St. Paul’s Irma 2 (Ben)
August 6 3:00 PM St. John’s   vs. Christ Lutheran, Merrill/ 
       Mtn of the Lord, Wausau
August 13 Make Up Games

SOFTBALL SCORE:  The softball game for this past Sunday was canceled due to poor field conditions and will be 
rescheduled to a later date. Thinking of playing? Join the team! Get active and have fun! Call Jerry Burnett before 
May 31 to get signed up. If you can’t play, come on out and cheer our team on! The next game is scheduled for 
Sunday, June 4, at 4:30 PM at Faith Lutheran.

YOUTH TRIP TO NOAH’S ARK!
Youth in Grades 6 through the Class of 
2017 are invited to go on our annual trip to 
Noah’s Ark on Tuesday, July 18. Friends are 
invited, too! Watch next week’s Interpreter 
for a Permission Slip. Mark your calendar!

SUMMER IS FAST APPROACHING!
How will you spend your summer? This is a great opportunity for 
our youth and adults to work together on mission projects. So many 
opportunities for Mission exist right here in and at Saint Stephens. 
Consider some of the following:
Vacation Bible School - We will need a group of youth and adults 
to create and orchestrate a fun and exciting VBS experience for the 
younger kids. Contact Sue Gleason to find out how you can help! 
Her phone number is:  715.216.6431.
Under The Bridge - Dave Raddenbach coordinates an effort to 
make sandwiches for, and deliver them and other donated items 
to, our neighbors who literally live under the bridge in the Wausau 
area. Could you come and help make sandwiches on Wednesday 
afternoons? Call Dave at 715.722.0700 and volunteer your help.
Dinner @ Five - Every Monday, rain or shine, year round, volunteers 
gather to prepare and serve a hot meal to whomever comes to 
eat at 5:00 PM. They would use more volunteers to help prepare 
and serve the meal and to clean up afterwards. Just show up late 
Monday afternoon and volunteer your help!
Re-Member Mission Trip - A group from Saint Stephens is heading 
to the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota from June 10 through 
June 16. This is an opportunity for a life-changing experience. There 
are still a few openings! Talk to Rev. Carnes if you want to come!
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USED SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
Kristine Bowe is helping coordinate a drive 
to collect used school supplies here at Saint 
Stephens for students in Kenya. Any new 
or used school supplies are great ... pencils, 
crayons, story books, half used notebooks.  
Anything. 

Those supplies will then be combined with 
similar collections around town, and Dennis 
McCarthy (from St. Vincent de Paul) and 
Mark Jahnke (retired educator) will organize, 
pack, and ship them to Kenya.

A rubbermaid container will be placed in 
the narthex area to collect the items, so look 
around near the table where Scrip is sold and 
you will see it nearby.

Thank you for your donations! Time to clean 
out those cupboards and send those used 
school supplies to kids who can use them!

We will collect from now until June 9.

LOCK UP REMINDER
A friendly reminder to all who utilize our 
church building for any purpose. If you 
are the person who checked out the key, 
or the designated last person to leave 
from a particular meeting or building 
use function, please check all doors 
and windows to be sure they are closed 
and locked before leaving the building. 
Ideally, the last person to leave should 
take a walk around the outside of the 
building and check all of the doors from 

the outside. Also, please turn off all the lights, include 
bathroom lights. 

The security of our building is important to all who work 
and worship here and enter our building for any activity 
held here. Your help in keeping it safe and secure is 
much appreciated!

PINE CREST
The May Pine Crest worship service will be held on 
Thursday, May 25, at 2:00 PM. Members scheduled to 
assist residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda Hass, 
and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will lead the 
worship service and Darlene Johnson is the pianist.

SCRIP FOR FATHER’S DAY ...
Last week we focused on Scrip for Mother’s Day. 
This week, since women have more of a tendency to 
purchase gifts well in advance, we’ll jump right into 
exploring how Scrip makes the perfect Father’s Day gift!

What to buy Dad for Father’s Day? Whether he wants 
a new tie or a tire iron ... a golf shirt or a shovel ... a 
bow tie or a bow for archery season ... a book or a 
fish hook, we’ve got Scrip cards that will help Dad get 
exactly what he wants! With Scrip in stock for Menards, 
Fleet Farm, Kohl’s, Barnes & Noble, and Walmart, Dad 
can buy tools and lumber, camo and ammo, slacks and 
socks, books and hooks, tackle and grilling sets, and 
more!

You could also give Dad a Scrip gift card to his favorite 
gas station in town so he can fill up his gas tank and 
grab a hot coffee on the go. Or purchase Scrip for his 
favorite coffee shop or restaurant. Give that as the gift 
or take him out for dinner and spend quality time with 
dear old Dad ... whether he prefers a char broiled burger 
from Chips, a steak from Texas Roadhouse, or some 
Buffalo Wild Wings, we’ve got Scrip in stock from more 
than a dozen restaurants and coffee shops in Merrill 
and Wausau, and many are chains where Dad can use 
his gift card even he lives in another city.

Remember:  
SCRIP costs you 

NOTHING to use 
in place of cash!
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2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Boxes of contribution envelopes for 2017 are still 
available. Stop in the office if you would like a box.

WHY USE SCRIP?

• Scrip costs you no extra money!

• Scrip makes it easy to live on a budget.

• Scrip makes a great gift for any occasion.

• Scrip profit goes to our church.

Stop in the church office to pick up some Scrip 
before you head out shopping! We now have 
MANY vendors’ Scrip here in stock.

And the Scrip volunteers will be happy to special 
order other Scrip on Sunday for you, too!

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

June 4, 18, 25 
July 2, 23, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
August 6, 13, 20, 27

Coffee Hour 
June 18, 25 

July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship
A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesday evening worship  
begins at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Michelle Roberge
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

Mark Your Calendar for  ... 
                 Vacation Bible School 
                  July 10 - 14, 2017

At 5 PM Monday

Beefy Vegetable Soup with Rice 
Egg Salad Sandwiches 
Dessert and Beverages

THIS SUNDAY, MAY 28:  Worship at 9:00 AM with Nursery;  
Coffee Hour between services.  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 10 - 14

UPCOMING EVENTS

Smile! God Loves YOU!
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ANY AGE 
COLORING PAGE



May 22, 2017
Page 9THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

SILENT AUCTION
We are planning to dispose of some items at the church that are no longer used, and Council has approved 
making items available for “silent auction” type bids for anyone who wishes to purchase them. Photos of the items 
being offered each week will be included in the Interpreter beginning with this issue (items available this week 
are pictured below) and then placed in the office with a “silent auction” type bid sheet near each one. Anyone 
interested in acquiring any of these items should stop in the office during office hours this week or before/after 
worship on Sunday, May 28, to bid on the item. Bids will be accepted in even $1 increments.

Each item will be considered “sold” to whomever has the highest bid when the office opens Tuesday, May 30, 
at 8:00 AM. Items with no bids will be sold on Facebook or donated to St. Vincent de Paul thrift stores. 

Above:  Vintage milk can with spout, framed and matted “The Thatcher” print, table lamp with shade, framed Jesus 
print, each available for silent auction bid this week.  Below:  Standing message sign with all the interchangeable 
letters (sold together), also available for silent auction bid this week.

ITEMS AVAILABLE THIS WEEK

I will give you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield 
its produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.  

- Leviticus 26:4



SUNDAY, MAY 28 ... Seventh Sunday of Easter   
 Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM   
Nursery Available

 Organist is Darlene Johnson.
Flowers on the altar are in loving memory of husband, Charles H. Eckerle, and 

sons, David Eckerle and Mark Eckerle, from Donna Eckerle.  
Piano flowers are in memory of Bob Gremler, Sr., in honor of his birthday, from 

his children.
Radio Ministry is in honor of our 60th wedding anniversary on May 21  

from Dick & Darlene Bettin.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MAY 29 
Memorial Day 
 Office Closed 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, MAY 30 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 
 6:45 Book Study 

THURSDAY, JUNE 1 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 12:00 Stepping On! 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, June 2 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship service. If 
your little ones would like to play and socialize with other little 
people their age, feel free to bring them to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care for them during the 
service. (If you have not already done so, please complete an 
enrollment form for your child.)

MEMORIAL DAY
Memorial Day is Monday, May 29 - A day designated to remember those 
who have died serving in our country’s armed forces.


