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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

LET’S REALLY GET OUR HANDS DIRTY

The past two weeks I’ve been using this space to talk about mission in the life of the church. 
I’ve been trying to paint a picture of how we might all be able to engage with projects that are 
making a difference in people’s lives. The goal is to recognize that there are different levels 
of participation and contribution not only available to us, but the different levels each meet 
an actual need, and therefore are important on many fronts. I’ve artificially separated them 
into four different levels based upon something I learned at a leadership conference, so that 
we each might have an idea of how our personal commitments fit into a larger whole. And 
knowing that it takes us all, at different levels, to make everything work. We might feel like just 
writing a check or even dropping a few bucks in the offering plate is all we’re able to do at the 
moment, but without those dollars, those who are able to give more time would not have the 
resources to pull off larger projects. 

Hopefully, the interconnectedness of the four levels of mission will be apparent, as it is not 
intended as one more means to compare ourselves. If we are going to be able to accomplish 
mission at a third level--program development and commitment--we need many other people 
who are willing to do first level work to bring in donations of money and materials. And we 
need other people at the second level of periodic to regular volunteerism. 

The third level of mission work is the commitment of larger amounts of personal time, effort and 
energy to projects. Going on an extended mission trip, like our upcoming trip to Re-Member in 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota, could be an example. Another example is being a part of the smaller 
group that helps coordinate programs like our Dinner @ Five, where people show up multiple 
days a week to make sure that program functions. The third level of mission work includes 
those who do all of the behind the scenes legwork so that everything is ready for the day of the 
dinner. This is the level that is often great for people who have reached retirement and/or have 
a particular interest in an issue or project, so they devote a particularly high level of direction, 
time, and energy to make that project work.

This level could include coordinating food and clothing drives at work, leading a fundraiser, 
managing projects like SCRIP or Food for Kids, or even starting a new project. Once we get to 
the third level of mission work, it can seem like these people have earned a special place in 
heaven because of their commitments. And who knows if it’s true. That’s above my pay grade. 
However, my experience is that that sort of comparative thinking comes usually from folks who 
are doing the first and second levels of ministry. Most of the folks that I know who are doing the 
third level of mission, at the program and project level, are keenly aware that without people 
willing to donate money and materials, without people willing to donate their volunteer time, 
the project could not exist. 

This kind of comparative thinking comes from our corporate culture and political climate that 
routinely undervalues and often underpays for labor. That kind of thinking, while sometimes 
unfortunately present, has no place in doing the work of the church. We need the gifts, resources, 
graces, abilities, and generosity of everyone, no matter where we each find ourselves on life’s 
journey. All levels are necessary to accomplish the work before us. Providing opportunities at 
all levels is necessary so that everyone has a place to participate and make a difference. Families 
where all the parents work, whether 1, 2, 3, or 4 parents, often are not able to participate in 
level three mission work, simply because of basic time constraints, so we give thanks that there 
are different levels of opportunities.

No matter what level of mission work we’re talking about, it behooves each of us to take even 
a little bit of time to discern which causes/issues/projects call to us and resonate within our 
own bodies and lives. And to do those things. Not everything. But to do what we are able, for 
something. And it will be enough. Thank you for all you do for the life of our congregation and 
community.

Blessings,

Kyle
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2017 RE-MEMBER MISSION TRIP IS SCHEDULED!
This year’s Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota has been scheduled, and you’re invited 
to join us! We will leave early on Saturday, June 10, 
and return late on Friday, June 16. The cost for the 
trip is $546.00 per person. Join us for a life changing 
experience! A Re-Member Mission Trip is about more 
than just helping with work projects. It is also about 
being immersed in and learning more about the Oglala 
Lakota Indian people we are working alongside, building 
relationships and solidarity with them. Talk with Rev. 
Carnes for more info. You won’t regret it!

NEW BOOK STUDY
Our new book study on Wednesday evenings after 
worship centers on the book titled Love Wins by Rob Bell 
and started last Wednesday evening, May 10. If you would 
still like to join this study, please call the office ASAP so we 
can order a copy of the book for you. Then join us!

ATTENTION GRADUATES
Class of 2017

If you are a high school 
senior who belongs to Saint 
Stephens, please plan to join 
us this Sunday, May 21, for 
Baccalaureate Sunday and 
wear your cap and gown. 

College graduates are also invited to attend if they are 
able. 

Be at church by 8:30 AM ... we will be taking a group 
photo on the church steps by the main entrance to the 
sanctuary at 8:40 AM, so gather there. Please don’t be 
late! 

NEW TWIN SHEET SETS & PILLOWS, PLEASE
We are collecting NEW twin size sheet sets and pillows 
to take with us on our Re-Member Mission Trip to the 
Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota as our gift from 
Saint Stephens. 

One of the projects volunteers frequently work on 
while helping at the reservation is building bunk beds 
for children. Many familes do not have adequate 
sleeping facilities, simply due to the poverty of this 
region. As we have mentioned previously, the Oglala 
Lakota Indian communities on the reservation are some 
of the poorest in the nation. While Native Americans 
comprise only 2% of the U.S. population, it is estimated 
that Native Americans comprise 8% of America’s 
homeless. Inadequate housing is one of the most 
prevalent problems on this reservation. So while we 
are there helping repair and restore homes and building 
bunk beds and other projects, we want to provide new 
bedding to go on those bunk beds, too. 

Donations of NEW pillows and twin sheet sets can be 
dropped off in the church office or in the basket we will 
put out near the Scrip table on Sundays. 
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AN UPDATE/SURVEY FROM CHURCH COUNCIL

Dear Congregation Members:

Your Church Council members are working hard to set goals for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ ... more 
specifically, to establish goals for Church Council itself. 

During our March meeting, we spent significant time doing a SWOT analysis. For those of you unfamiliar with 
the acronym, it stands for Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities and Threats. For us, the process was simple. 
Basically we brainstormed our thoughts based on each of those four categories. We had great involvement and 
conversation.

After breaking out of the meeting, we independently took all the different thoughts and prioritized them based 
on how important they are to us as a group. However, because we are a cross section of the congregation, but 
may not truly represent all members, I’m asking you to take a couple minutes to help us, as well. We want to 
be sure this is truly representative of our congregation as a whole. 

We are asking you to complete the following simple survey and return it to the church office (or put it in the 
collection plate or give it to an usher if you complete this at a worship service). 

We will collect all the surveys, rank the results, and use those results to set our direction for the future. 

      Thank you,

      Bill McIntyre
      Saint Stephens Church Council President

SURVEY

For each category, we have listed four items or elements we believe to be appropriate under each category 
heading. There is also room for one write-in so that you can list something you believe to be a Strength, 
Weakness, Opportunity, or Threat that you strongly feel we missed or did not identify.  (Note:  You do not NEED 
to add something on this line if you believe the other four items represent the category well.)

Of the items we have listed, please rank each item under a category heading from 1 to 4, with #1 being the item 
you believe to be the greatest (Strength, Weakness, Opportunity, or Threat), #2 being the next greatest, and so 
on, and #4 being the least of the four. (If you add a write-in item, you may rank them 1 to 5.)

Strengths       Weaknesses

____ Community outreach     ____ Youth Involvement
____ Senior Pastor      ____ Communication
____ Tradition       ____ Associate Pastor (Vacancy)
____ Building       ____ Aging Congregation
____ _________________ (write in)    ____ _________________ (write in)
 
Opportunities       Threats

____ Live Stream Service(s)     ____ Fast-Paced Lifestyle
____ AV Equipment      ____ Christianity Without Depth
____ Youth Involvement     ____ Tradition
____ Congregation Involvement    ____ Age of Building
____ _________________ (write in)    ____ _________________ (write in)
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Get in the Boat

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country 
and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you.” - Genesis 12:1

It was a day just like this in early spring, when I told a 
new spiritual director my secret. It seemed like such a 
fatal flaw for a ministry student that I could hardly speak 
it aloud.

“Half the time,” I whispered, “I don’t even believe in 
God.” 

She gave an impatient, little snort. “You’re standing with 

one foot on the dock and one foot in the boat.  Just get 
in the boat, Jennifer!”   

Before, caring teachers and pastors with the very best 
intentions had painted a picture of faith as a meandering 
journey, twisting and detouring. If you don’t feel God 
with you, they implied, just keep moving.  It doesn’t 
matter that much, and wherever you are headed is 
bound to be interesting.

But as my spiritual director and I continued our 
conversation that spring day, I realized I hadn’t been 
on a journey after all. I had been stuck on the dock, 
one foot in and one foot out, knowing that I was called 
away from all that was familiar and safe, but afraid to 
get in the boat.

“Just get in the boat,” she said. “God will show you the 
way.” So I did.  And She did.

Prayer

YHWH, we are on a journey and you are with us. Show 
us the new country, the landscape of our transformed 
hearts, which you have prepared for us.  Amen. 

By Jennifer Brownell

SAINT STEPHENS FAST PITCH SOFTBALL LEAGUE TEAM ...  
LAST CHANCE TO SIGN UP TO BE A PART OF THIS YEAR’S TEAM! 
June 1 is the last day we can add people to the team roster. If you want to join us, 
contact team manager, Jerry Burnett, at 715.536.6191 ASAP. 

2017 SEASON SCHEDULE 
Date  Time  Location  Teams
May 14  1:30 PM Faith Lutheran  vs. St. Paul’s Irma 2 (Ben)
May 21  1:30 PM St. John’s  vs. St. Peter, Schofield
May 28  Off for Memorial Day Weekend
June 4  4:30 PM Faith Lutheran  vs. Christ Lutheran, Merrill/ 
       Mtn of the Lord, Wausau
June 11  1:30 PM Immanuel  vs. St. Pauls Irma 1 (Bobby)
June 18  4:30 PM St. John’s  vs. Our Saviours/St. John’s
June 25  3:00 PM Immanuel  vs. Our Saviours/St. John’s
July 2  Off for Independence Day Weekend
July 9  1:30 PM Faith Lutheran  vs. St. Paul’s Irma 1 (Bobby)
July 16  1:30 PM Faith Lutheran  vs. St. Peter, Schofield
July 23  Division 1 Tournament @ St. John’s
July 30  3:00 PM Immanuel  vs. St. Paul’s Irma 2 (Ben)
August 6 3:00 PM St. John’s   vs. Christ Lutheran, Merrill/ 
       Mtn of the Lord, Wausau
August 13 Make Up Games

SOFTBALL SCORE:  Saint Stephens Fast Pitch Softball Team played St. Paul’s Irma on Mother’s Day. Team Manager, 
Jerry Burnett, reported, “We played with only 8 players and we did make a great effort, but came up a little short.” 
Saint Stephens lost 9 to 7 to St. Paul’s Irma. Thinking of playing? Join the team! Get active and have fun!
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Food Pantry 
Donations for this month

totaled 224 pounds!

Thanks to everyone who 
helps support our local 

Food Pantry!

USED SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
Kristine Bowe is helping coordinate a drive 
to collect used school supplies here at Saint 
Stephens for students in Kenya. Any new 
or used school supplies are great ... pencils, 
crayons, story books, half used notebooks.  
Anything. 

Those supplies will then be combined with 
similar collections around town, and Dennis 
McCarthy (from St. Vincent de Paul) and 
Mark Jahnke (retired educator) will organize, 
pack, and ship them to Kenya.

A rubbermaid container will be placed in 
the narthex area to collect the items, so look 
around near the table where Scrip is sold and 
you will see it nearby.

Thank you for your donations! Time to clean 
out those cupboards and send those used 
school supplies to kids who can use them!

We will collect from now until June 9.

LOCK UP REMINDER
A friendly reminder to all who utilize our 
church building for any purpose. If you 
are the person who checked out the key, 
or the designated last person to leave 
from a particular meeting or building 
use function, please check all doors 
and windows to be sure they are closed 
and locked before leaving the building. 
Ideally, the last person to leave should 
take a walk around the outside of the 
building and check all of the doors from 

the outside. Also, please turn off all the lights, include 
bathroom lights. 

The security of our building is important to all who work 
and worship here and enter our building for any activity 
held here. Your help in keeping it safe and secure is 
much appreciated!

PINE CREST
The May Pine Crest worship service will be held on 
Thursday, May 25, at 2:00 PM. Members scheduled to 
assist residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda Hass, 
and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will lead the 
worship service and Darlene Johnson is the pianist.

SCRIP FOR FATHER’S DAY ...
Last week we focused on Scrip for Mother’s Day. 
This week, since women have more of a tendency to 
purchase gifts well in advance, we’ll jump right into 
exploring how Scrip makes the perfect Father’s Day gift!

What to buy Dad for Father’s Day? Whether he wants 
a new tie or a tire iron ... a golf shirt or a shovel ... a 
bow tie or a bow for archery season ... a book or a 
fish hook, we’ve got Scrip cards that will help Dad get 
exactly what he wants! With Scrip in stock for Menards, 
Fleet Farm, Kohl’s, Barnes & Noble, and Walmart, Dad 
can buy tools and lumber, camo and ammo, slacks and 
socks, books and hooks, tackle and grilling sets, and 
more!

You could also give Dad a Scrip gift card to his favorite 
gas station in town so he can fill up his gas tank and 
grab a hot coffee on the go. Or purchase Scrip for his 
favorite coffee shop or restaurant. Give that as the gift 
or take him out for dinner and spend quality time with 
dear old Dad ... whether he prefers a char broiled burger 
from Chips, a steak from Texas Roadhouse, or some 
Buffalo Wild Wings, we’ve got Scrip in stock from more 
than a dozen restaurants and coffee shops in Merrill 
and Wausau, and many are chains where Dad can use 
his gift card even he lives in another city.
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ANY AGE 
COLORING PAGE

SCRIPTURE FILL IN THE BLANKS

“If you love me, keep my __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate 
to help you and be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as __ __ __ 
__ __ __ __; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me __ __ __ __ __ __ __, but you will see me. 
Because I live, you also will __ __ __ __. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, 
and I am in __ __ __. Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who __ __ __ __ __ me. The one 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”
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2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Boxes of contribution envelopes for 2017 are still 
available. Stop in the office if you would like a box.

WHY USE SCRIP?

• Scrip costs you no extra money!

• Scrip makes it easy to live on a budget.

• Scrip makes a great gift for any occasion.

• Scrip profit goes to our church.

Stop in the church office to pick up some Scrip 
before you head out shopping! We now have 
MANY vendors’ Scrip here in stock.

And the Scrip volunteers will be happy to special 
order other Scrip on Sunday for you, too!

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

June 4, 18, 25 
July 2, 23, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

June 4, 25 
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Coffee Hour 
June 4, 18, 25 

July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship
A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesday evening worship  
begins at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Michelle Roberge
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, May 18 - 4:30-6:00 PM
Eagles Club

1205 Lake Street, Merrill

BBQ Chicken Sandwiches 
Baked Beans ~ Chips ~ Peaches

Milk, Coffee and Water

    Sponsor:  Our Saviours 
         Lutheran Church

In the Gospel, Jesus says to us:  “If you love me, you 
will keep my commandments ... Whoever loves me will 
be loved by my Father and I will love him and reveal 
myself to him.” Your gifts to the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul bring the love and care of Jesus to the poor in 
our community.

DINNER @ FIVE THANKS WALMART
Our Dinner @ Five, a Community Meal at Saint 
Stephens, was recently named the recipient of a 
Walmart Community Grant in the amount of $586.20. 
Thank you, Walmart, for supporting our endeavors to 
provide meals to meet community needs and to bring 
community together!

Mark Your Calendar for  ... 
                 Vacation Bible School 
                  July 10 - 14, 2017
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Remember:  
SCRIP costs you 

NOTHING to use 
in place of cash!

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials

 $25.00 in loving memory of the birthday of grandson, Andy Hoffman, from Roland & Melita Hall
 $50.00 in memory of my mother and mother-in-law on Mother’s Day from Janice Schiller
 $50.00 in memory of my sister, Shari Guenther, who passed away on May 13 from Randy Perry
 $25.00 in memory of our son, Scott, for his April 30 birthday from Phyllis Wendland
 $75.00 in memory of Mom, Betty Herdt, for Mother’s Day from Wendel & Debbie Mathis and Family, Brian 
  & Terri Haufe and Family, and Todd Herdt
 $20.00 in loving memory of my mother, Bernice Radke, for her May 24 birthday from Linda Hass
 $15.00 in memory of Donna Mahn for Mother’s Day from Steve & Robin Mahn

Organ
 $20.00 in memory of mother, Helen Hoff, for Mother’s Day from Lissette Frick
 $20.00 in memory of our mothers on Mother’s Day, Norma Kanitz and Jessie Beyer, from Bill & Marion 
  Beyer
 $10.00 in memory of Ella Sabatke for Mother’s Day from LaVern Sabatke & Diana Huston
 $10.00 in honor of my mother, Juanita Arndt, for Mother’s Day from Diana Huston & LaVern Sabatke

New Roof
 $20.00 in memory of Delores “Dolly” Daley from Bill & Joanne Wengeler
 $20.00 in memory of Mom, Bernice Berndt, for Mother’s Day from Dennis & Sharon Woller
 $50.00 in memory of my husband, Frank, on what would have been our 60th wedding anniversary on 
  May 18 from Shirley Ziemke
 $30.00 in memory of mothers, Alice Krause & Tillie Wold, from Lois Wold

MEMORIALS

Come to Sunday School on Sunday mornings during 
the 9:00 AM worship service. If your children are not 
yet enrolled, we’d love for them to join us! Just call the 
office and we will get you the forms! Parents should 
drop children off at their classrooms prior to the service. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

At 5 PM Monday

Pork Tips & Gravy Over Rice 
Hot Veggie 

Dessert and Beverages

Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products will send a percentage  
of your purchase of $100 or more by cash or check to Saint Stephens as a part of the  

Scrip program. Miller Furniture also participates in the Scrip program in this same manner.  
Just tell whichever store you are shopping at that you belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 
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SILENT AUCTION
We are planning to dispose of some items at the church that are no longer used, and Council has approved 
making items available for “silent auction” type bids for anyone who wishes to purchase them. Photos of the items 
being offered each week will be included in the Interpreter beginning with this issue (items available this week 
are pictured below) and then placed in the office with a “silent auction” type bid sheet near each one. Anyone 
interested in acquiring any of these items should stop in the office during office hours this week or before/after 
worship on Sunday, May 21, to bid on the item. Bids will be accepted in even $1 increments.

Each item will be considered “sold” to whomever has the highest bid when the office opens Monday, May 22, 
at 8:00 AM. Items with no bids will be sold on Facebook or donated to St. Vincent de Paul thrift stores. 

THIS SUNDAY, MAY 21:  Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School & Nursery;  
Worship at 10:30 AM; Coffee Hour between services.  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS

Above:  Green vintage metal file cabinet, older style large Sanyo TV, cabinet/desk with pullout tray, each 
available for silent auction bid this week.  Below:  Card catalog metal cabinet, framed print of man with horse 
plowing (hard to capture the detail in the print, so come in and take a peek!), also available for silent auction bid 
this week.

ITEMS AVAILABLE THIS WEEK



SUNDAY, MAY 21 ... Sixth Sunday of Easter  Baccalaureate Sunday

  Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM  and 10:30 AM,  
Sunday School & Nursery during 9:00 AM Worship

 Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir.
Flowers on the altar are in honor of Sara Zastrow’s graduation from UWSP.

Radio Ministry is in memory of Carl Frick from Lissette Frick.
Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Hoeft and Sabatke families. 

Nursery will be staffed by Beth Houle, Michelle Roberge, and Molly Lyon.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MAY 22 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics  
 6:00 Habitat

TUESDAY, MAY 23 
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:00 Worship Committee

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 
 6:45 Book Study 

THURSDAY, MAY 25 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 12:00 Stepping On! 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, MAY 26 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship service. If 
your little ones would like to play and socialize with other little 
people their age, feel free to bring them to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care for them during the 
service. (If you have not already done so, please complete an 
enrollment form for your child.)


