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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

THE NEXT LEVEL

Last week I talked a little bit about the value of having a number of easy access to mission 
work and projects in the life of the church. This is a for a handful of reasons. It allows many 
people access to it. If we have a variety of opportunities, it recognizes that we all have our own 
interests, and we try to honor that through the church. We want low cost and relatively low 
effort opportunities so that, at least initially, anybody can find an easy way into doing mission 
in the life of the church. Again, this is also why we mention many causes to support financially, 
because we know that not everything appeals to everyone, but hopefully, if we all take the time 
to discover what’s meaningful to us, together we’ll make a big impact.

The second level of mission work could be considered the volunteer level. This is where you 
find a project that is meaningful to you and commit to some level of regularity of time and effort. 
This is the level when we make room in our schedules to commit dedicated time to mission and 
outreach projects. Saint Stephens currently has a number of opportunities at this level, and we 
keep working on more. 

There is always space for an extra hand at Dinner @ Five which happens every Monday night in 
our Fellowship Hall. (Helping with cleanup in particular is very helpful at the moment.) 

Throughout the summer, we serve lunch to kids at Stange’s Park on Tuesdays. We do this project 
with four other churches in town so that lunch is being served five days a week throughout the 
summer by a different church each day of the week. 

During the school year, we participate in the Food For Kids program where we make sure that 
kids who need it have food to take home over the weekend. There will likely be more volunteer 
opportunities coming soon with this program. 

And there are always a myriad of volunteer opportunities in the life of the church to help us do 
our everyday work and ministry. All you need to do is ask, and we will likely be able to find 
something you can help with.

Of course we love when the church can offer volunteer opportunities, but we also know 
that there are so many other organizations around town … in the world, that offer many 
opportunities for you to volunteer, dedicate your time and energy, and build relationships. 
This could mean volunteering to coach and lead sports teams for kids, for example. No matter 
where you volunteer, this is the second level of mission work we recognize, whether in the 
church or not.

I wish we could come up with some word other than volunteer. It’s one of those words that has, 
unfortunately, become overused and burdensome to many. There are indeed so many needs, 
and so many opportunities to give of your time, that it can feel like there are always people 
asking us to give, give, give. Similar to the many requests for money we all receive. 

I used to have this feeling, and I still hear it in some situations, that if we’re going to give 
time and money, that it has to be altruistic. Meaning that we have to truly do it for the other 
person and should expect nothing in return. And I’ve learned that this is partially accurate. 
True generosity does come from a spirit of wanting to give and indeed expecting nothing in 
return from whomever you are donating your time and money to. However, I have come to 
believe that it is foolish to think that we won’t receive anything. If you have ever volunteered 
for something you truly believe in, and truly expected nothing in return, there is a great reward 
in that kind of action. Of course all things have their frustrations, but often when we give to 
something we really believe in, the act of giving does not drain us, but rather feeds us and gives 
energy. 

So, step up and step into the second level of mission by giving of your time on a regular basis. 
But don’t do it just out of obligation or because you think you’re the only one. It’s ok to pass. 
Discern what has value in your life and give to those things. We can turn this world around one 
hour at time. 

Blessings, Kyle
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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHENS!
Are you a frequent visitor to St. Stephens? Thinking of 
joining? Want to get our newsletter mailed or emailed to 
you? Would you like contribution envelopes? Looking 
for opportunities to get involved or volunteer? There 
are lots of opportunities to meet new people and get 
involved! Join us for any of our upcoming events. For 
any of the above, call the church office!  715.536.7322

Or ... Know someone who is searching for a church 
home? Invite them to worship with us ... or to an event 
here at St. Stephens. Reach out!

UNDER THE BRIDGE RESUMES
Want to make a difference in the life of a homeless 
person? A group of volunteers are committed to helping 
the homeless living under the bridge in the Wausau area. 
We need loaves of bread,  sandwich “fixings,” bottled 
water, or non-perishable foods to help with this project. 
If you would like to help, please bring donations to the 
church office before 3:00 PM on Wednesdays. We also 
need volunteers (you’re invited to help!) to make the 
sandwiches in our commercial kitchen at 3:00 PM each 
Wednesday. Food/beverages will be taken to Wausau for 
distribution at 4:00 PM. Any and all help is appreciated!

USED SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
Kristine Bowe is helping coordinate a drive 
to collect used school supplies here at Saint 
Stephens for students in Kenya. Any new 
or used school supplies are great ... pencils, 
crayons, story books, half used notebooks.  
Anything. 

Those supplies will then be combined with 
similar collections around town, and Dennis 
McCarthy (from St. Vincent de Paul) and 
Mark Jahnke (retired educator) will organize, 
pack, and ship them to Kenya.

A rubbermaid container will be placed in 
the narthex area to collect the items, so look 
around near the table where Scrip is sold and 
you will see it nearby.

Thank you for your donations! Time to clean 
out those cupboards and send those used 
school supplies to kids who can use them!

We will collect from now until June 9.

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
The Ushers Club will be 
handing out gifts to all of 
the ladies at services this 
Sunday in celebration of 
Mother’s Day! 

Happy Mother’s Day to 
everyone who has ever 
been a mother to a child 
... by birth, by adoption, 
or just by heart. You give 
life, you change lives, and 
you are a blessing! You are 
loved. 

LOCK UP REMINDER
A friendly reminder to all who utilize our 
church building for any purpose. If you 
are the person who checked out the key, 
or the designated last person to leave 
from a particular meeting or building 
use function, please check all doors 
and windows to be sure they are closed 
and locked before leaving the building. 
Ideally, the last person to leave should 
take a walk around the outside of the 
building and check all of the doors from 

the outside. Also, please turn off all the lights, include 
bathroom lights. 

The security of our building is important to all who work 
and worship here and enter our building for any activity 
held here. Your help in keeping it safe and secure is 
much appreciated!
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2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Boxes of contribution envelopes for 2017 are still 
available. Stop in the office if you would like a box.

WHY USE SCRIP?

• Scrip costs you no extra money!

• Scrip makes it easy to live on a budget.

• Scrip makes a great gift for any occasion.

• Scrip profit goes to our church.

Stop in the church office to pick up some Scrip 
before you head out shopping! We now have 
MANY vendors’ Scrip here in stock.

And the Scrip volunteers will be happy to special 
order other Scrip on Sunday for you, too! EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT UNDERWAY

Jacob Schnabl is embarking on an ambitious project to 
create 100 Health Kits to donate to the Merrill Food 
Pantry to earn his Eagle Scout award. He has placed 
a donation box at the back of church and is seeking 
donations of items to help him create the Health Kits. 
He will be collecting new, unopened and packaged 
hygiene items until mid-April. Can you help? Items 
needed include:

• Soap
• Deodorant
• Facial tissue
• Toothbrush and toothpaste
• Dental floss
• Lotion
• Hand sanitizer
• Lip balm
• Baby shampoo
• Adult shampoo

STEPPING ON!
Learn simple balance and strength exercises, the role 
vision plays in keeping balance, how medication can 
contribute to falls, and ways to stay safe when out and 
about in the community and in your home through 
the Stepping On program. Stepping On is a 7-week 
program meeting every Thursday, May 4 - June 15 from 
1:00 - 3:00 PM here at Saint Stephens. Cost: Suggested 
contribution of $10.00 for entire 7-week session. RSVP 
to Jennifer Clark at the ADRC-CW at (715) 536-0311.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
June 4, 11, 18, 25 

July 2, 23, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

June 4, 25 
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Coffee Hour 
May 14, 28
June 4, 18

Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship
A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesay evening worship  
begins at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

VOLUNTEER REQUESTED
We are looking for someone who can take aluminum 
cans in to Schultz’s for the church once a month. If you 
can help, call Tina in the office. 715.536.7322 
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
The Community that Mercy Makes

“Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s 
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.” - 1 Peter 2:10

The First Letter of Peter was written to encourage 
Christians in Asia Minor who were being persecuted 
for their faith. Most of them were Gentile converts to 
Christianity, and Peter reminds them that their inclusion 
in the church and in the promises of God was by an act 
of divine mercy made real by the cross and resurrection 
of Jesus.

I sit in the pews these days, since my pastoring days are 
behind me, and I contemplate my fellow church members, 
many of whom I have come to love. What brings them 
here, I wonder? We have a thoughtful, engaging preacher 

and excellent music. Is that what brings them? Perhaps, 
but I have visited other congregations where both the 
preaching and music were lackluster, and still people 
came.

Not long ago we did a survey that asked folks why 
they come to church, and, as expected, we received 
numerous and varied answers.

Still, I am convinced that something intangible but very 
real lies at the heart of what gathers our communities. 
There is something God has done that comes prior to 
all that we do. It is God’s mercy, shown to us in the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus. Once we were not a 
people, but now we are God’s people.

Here in New England we tend to say that a congregation 
was “gathered” rather than “founded” and I think that’s 
right. God gathers us together as a community that 
knows divine mercy, and, in a world where mercy is 
often in short supply, people long for it and seek it.

Prayer

Keep gathering us together, God, that we may know 
your mercy and share it with the world you love, and 
for which Christ died. Amen

By Richard L. Floyd

Ask Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products about Scrip when you purchase! 

SAINT STEPHENS FAST PITCH SOFTBALL LEAGUE TEAM ...  
LAST CHANCE TO SIGN UP TO BE A PART OF THIS YEAR’S TEAM! 
June 1 is the last day we can add people to the team roster. If you want to join us, 
contact team manager, Jerry Burnett, at 715.571.7324 ASAP. 

2017 SEASON SCHEDULE 
Date  Time  Location  Teams
May 14  1:30 PM Faith Lutheran  vs. St. Paul’s Irma 2 (Ben)
May 21  1:30 PM St. John’s  vs. St. Peter, Schofield
May 28  Off for Memorial Day Weekend
June 4  4:30 PM Faith Lutheran  vs. Christ Lutheran, Merrill/ 
       Mtn of the Lord, Wausau
June 11  1:30 PM Immanuel  vs. St. Pauls Irma 1 (Bobby)
June 18  4:30 PM St. John’s  vs. Our Saviours/St. John’s
June 25  3:00 PM Immanuel  vs. Our Saviours/St. John’s
July 2  Off for Independence Day Weekend
July 9  1:30 PM Faith Lutheran  vs. St. Paul’s Irma 1 (Bobby)
July 16  1:30 PM Faith Lutheran  vs. St. Peter, Schofield
July 23  Division 1 Tournament @ St. John’s
July 30  3:00 PM Immanuel  vs. St. Paul’s Irma 2 (Ben)
August 6 3:00 PM St. John’s   vs. Christ Lutheran, Merrill/ 
       Mtn of the Lord, Wausau
August 13 Make Up Games
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2017 RE-MEMBER MISSION TRIP IS SCHEDULED!
This year’s Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota has been scheduled, and you’re invited 
to join us! We will leave early on Saturday, June 10, 
and return late on Friday, June 16. The cost for the 
trip is $546.00 per person. Join us for a life changing 
experience! Talk with Rev. Carnes for more info.

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Michelle Roberge
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

SCRIP FOR MOTHER’S DAY? YES!
Mother’s love to shop, but more often than not, they’re 
shopping for stuff that is anything but fun ... groceries, 
toilet paper, kitty litter, and so on. (We have Scrip for 
grocery stores and Wal Mart to pick up those things by 
the way!)

But for Mother’s Day, why not give your Mom an 
opportunity to shop for FUN ... to shop for (dare we say 
it?) ... HERSELF! We carry Scrip in stock for many area 
stores like Kohl’s, Bed Bath & Beyond, Bath & Body 
Works, Old Navy, Shopko, Barnes & Noble, Walgreens, 
and Walmart.

You could also give Mom a Scrip gift card to her favorite 
coffee shop or restaurant or take her there yourself for 
some special family time. Scrip is currently in stock 
for Qdoba, Buffalo Wild Wings, Red Robin, Texas 
Roadhouse, Applebees, Eagles Club, Culvers, Chips, 
Los Mezcales, Friendship House, Pine Ridge Restaurant, 
First Street Coffee Station, Starbucks, and more!

And don’t forget chocolate and candy! Ye Olde Sweet 
Shoppe right here in Merrill is just a hop, skip, and a 
jump away, and we have Scrip certificates in stock in $5 
and $10 denominations. How sweet is that? 

We will have a new book study on Wednesday evenings 
after worship on the book titled Love Wins by Rob Bell 
starting Wednesday, May 10. If you would like to join this 
study, we are happy to purchase a copy of the book for 
you. Please call the office ASAP or talk with Rev. Carnes 
this weekend. 
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Remember:  SCRIP 
costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of 
cash!

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials

 $50.00 in memory of Mom, Bernice Berndt, from Daryl & Donna Berndt
 $25.00 in memory of our mothers, Claray Geiss and Lorraine Kraft, from Jeff & Sue Kraft
 $50.00 in honor of Milo Gremler’s baptism from Grandma Shirley Gremler
 $300.00 in honor of Milo Gremler’s baptism from Bob & Jacqueline Gremler
 $25.00 in honor of Brooklyn Marie Oestreich’s baptism from Gerald Oestreich
 $100.00 in honor of Brooklyn Marie Oestreich’s baptism from Frank & Geraldine Schwartz

Organ
 $20.00 in memory of our mothers on Mother’s Day from Donald & Mary Ann Forster

New Roof
 $200.00 in memory of Helen Sholund and Laura Schulz on Mother’s Day from Gary Sholund & Pat Schulz
 $20.00 in memory of our mothers, Emily Ziemke and Lillian Zimmerman, for Mother’s Day from Norm & 
  Alice Ziemke
 $10.00 in memory of Mom, Lillian Zimmerman, for her May 14 birthday from Norm & Alice Ziemke

Capital Improvement
 $25.00 in memory of Delores Hass on Mother’s Day from Kristine Smith
 $20.00 in memory of Walter Wolff from Neal Christensen

Radio
 $190.00 in memory of my husband, Antonio, who always enjoyed the radio broadcast when he couldn’t 
   attend church, in remembrance of his May 10 birthday, from Carol Garcia

Building Use
 $25.00 in honor of Kyle Brooks & Jennifer Mathis, who will be married this summer, from the Wendell & 
  Debbie Mathis family

MEMORIALS

Come to Sunday School on Sunday mornings during 
the 9:00 AM worship service. If your children are not 
yet enrolled, we’d love for them to join us! Just call the 
office and we will get you the forms! Parents should 
drop children off at their classrooms prior to the service. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

At 5 PM Monday

Bratwurst with 
Macaroni & Cheese 

Hot Veggie 
Dessert and Beverages
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SILENT AUCTION
We are planning to dispose of some items at the church that are no longer used, and Council has approved 
making items available for “silent auction” type bids for anyone who wishes to purchase them. Photos of the items 
being offered each week will be included in the Interpreter beginning with this issue (items available this week 
are pictured below) and then placed in the office with a “silent auction” type bid sheet near each one. Anyone 
interested in acquiring any of these items should stop in the office during office hours this week or before/after 
worship on Sunday, May 14, to bid on the item. Bids will be accepted in even $1 increments.

Each item will be considered “sold” to whomever has the highest bid when the office opens Monday, May 15, 
at 8:00 AM. Items with no bids will be sold on Facebook or donated to St. Vincent de Paul thrift stores. 

THIS SUNDAY, MAY 14:  MOTHER’S DAY - Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School & Nursery;  
Worship at 10:30 AM; Coffee Hour between services.  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS

Above:  Antique milk can, wash tub with dipper, plastic file box - each available for silent auction bid this week.  
Below:  Framed buck print, framed print of Jesus Christ, also available for silent auction bid this week.

ITEMS AVAILABLE THIS WEEK



SUNDAY, MAY 14 ... Fifth Sunday of Easter ... Mother’s Day

  Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM  and 10:30 AM,  
Sunday School & Nursery during 9:00 AM Worship

 Musicians are Marlene Krueger and the Choir.
Flowers on the altar are in memory of my mother, Dorothy Peterson Schiller, from 
Carol Garcia. Piano flowers are in honor of the baptism of Elaina Mae Brock from 

Stephanie & Matt Brock.
Radio Ministry is in memory of my husband, Antonio, who always enjoyed the 
radio broadcast when he couldn’t attend church, in remembrance of his May 10 

birthday, from Carol Garcia
Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 

Nursery will be staffed by Carmen Klug, Jennifer Porath, and Beth Badeau.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MAY 15 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 

TUESDAY, MAY 16 
 10:00 District Meeting 
 2:00 Jenny  
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 
 6:45 Choir 

THURSDAY, MAY 18 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 12:00 Stepping On! 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, MAY 19 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship service. If 
your little ones would like to play and socialize with other little 
people their age, feel free to bring them to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care for them during the 
service. (If you have not already done so, please complete an 
enrollment form for your child.)

Happy Mother’s Day!


