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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

THINKING ABOUT (AND DOING) MISSION

On Sunday, as I mentioned the blue bags we use each month as an effort to collect more items 
for our Merrill Community Food Pantry, I was reminded that those blue bags are a part of a larger 
plan when it comes to mission here at Saint Stephens. It occurred to me that perhaps this larger 
plan has never really been explained about how the different mission pieces are all intended to 
work together. So, here’s my attempt to do that.

On our trip to Kansas City in September 2015, I learned about a model of doing mission in a 
church that I found very compelling. It involves multiple layers and multiple entry points, so that 
no matter what people’s circumstances happen to be, what financial ability or time constraints 
we all have, there’s a way to be involved in mission here at Saint Stephens. Since then I’ve been 
trying to think about the mission work we do in a similar way. 

There are essentially four different types or levels of mission work that were utilized by the church 
in Kansas City. I’m going to write about them in the next few issues of the Interpreter. This week 
I’ll begin with the starting point. The first level or type of mission work is all about the easy entry 
point. It’s typically where most of us begin. Something simple. Something accessible to a wide 
range of people, something in which, hopefully, most people are able to choose to participate.

A good example of level one mission, or easy entry, would be those blue food pantry bags. Nearly 
anyone can take home a blue bag, put something in it - even just one item - bring it back to 
church, and then be done. Mission project complete. It might not always seem like much, but this 
is ok. We don’t all have time for larger projects that make a larger impact, but I believe any act of 
generosity has an effect on the whole system and on the giver. 

This level, even though in someways it’s the level that you can also find through work or school, 
as well, is a way to connect through the church community. It’s also the level that a visitor could 
participate in and make an easy connection to the life of the church. Another example of level 
one mission would be monetary donations given for any number of causes we lift up in church or 
here in the Interpreter. Most organizations are grateful for every dollar they receive, so we want 
to provide lots of opportunities for people to contribute. 

And that’s another aspect of level one mission work:  lot’s of opportunities. If it’s the gateway into 
more invested mission and we want as many people as possible to participate, we need a variety 
of options to appeal to a wide range of people. One thing to note about asking for donations 
specifically, is that we know it can seem overwhelming and people have commented that there’s 
always someone asking for more money, even in the Interpreter. We try hard not to inundate the 
congregation with donation requests. However, the reason that we try to list a lot of different 
opportunities to give is because not everyone has the same interests. I want to state clearly that 
no one should feel obliged to give to any or every cause that shows up in our newsletter or on 
Sunday mornings. We do, however, hope that you’ll take the time to consider the different options 
and then find one or more that is meaningful to you and that you feel called towards and then 
deliberately choose to support faithfully.

It’s easy in a world of obligations (not to mention that so much of church has been primarily about 
obligation) to feel the pressure, even guilt, about not being able to give much or to many different 
causes, money or otherwise. Some folks, once they feel guilty, they just decide not to give at all. 
We hope to change that. The more you see different opportunities to give, take the time to think 
about whether it speaks to you or not. And if it doesn’t, that’s ok; you can rest assured that it likely 
speaks to someone else. Give to the causes that are meaningful to you and encourage others to 
do the same and trust that together, we will contribute faithfully, and likely in even higher quantity  
when the goal is faithfulness and we no longer believe that we are personally being asked to 
contribute to everything.

Maybe the blue bags work for you, maybe a donation to emergency relief appeals to you. Whatever 
it is, take the time to discern where God is calling you. We’re all called towards generosity in our 
life of faith, and we’re all needed to do it in ways most faithful to that call. Thank you for the ways 
that you already generously and faithfully support the work we do.

Blessings, Kyle
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WHAT IS A PASTORAL ASSOCIATE?
With the addition of Mary Pat Campbell to our staff as 
an Interim Pastoral Associate, there has been a little 
confusion. Mary Pat has not been hired as our new 
Associate Minister to fill the position vacated by Rev. 
Missy. The process for filling our Associate Minister 
position continues to move forward under the guidance 
of Church & Ministry.

This Interim Pastoral Associate position is a new part 
time position that will enable us to fill in some of the 
gaps our current Associate Minister vacancy leaves, on 
an interim basis, and to assist Rev. Carnes with the many 
responsibilities here at Saint Stephens. This is an interim 
position that will help us until we have a new Associate 
Minister in place.

If you have any questions or would like additional 
clarification, please chat with Rev. Carnes. 

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHENS!
Are you a frequent visitor to St. Stephens? Thinking of 
joining? Want to get our newsletter mailed or emailed to 
you? Would you like contribution envelopes? Looking 
for opportunities to get involved or volunteer? There 
are lots of opportunities to meet new people and get 
involved! Join us for any of our upcoming events. For 
any of the above, call the church office!  715.536.7322

Or ... Know someone who is searching for a church 
home? Invite them to worship with us ... or to an event 
here at St. Stephens. Reach out!

UNDER THE BRIDGE RESUMES
Beginning Wednesday, May 3, we will resume helping 
the homeless living under the bridge in the Wausau area. 
Can you donate loaves of bread,  sandwich “fixings,” 
bottled water, or non-perishable foods to help with this 
project? Donations should be brought to the church 
office before 3:00 PM on Wednesdays. Volunteers 
(you’re invited to help!) will make the sandwiches in our 
commercial kitchen at 3:00 PM each Wednesday and 
food/beverages will be taken to Wausau for distribution 
at 4:00 PM. Any and all help is appreciated!

STILLWATER CONCERT UPDATE
If you weren’t able to attend the Stillwater concert last 
Wednesday, you missed an uplifing ‘tuneful’ experience. 
The songs and harmonies were great. $160 was collected 
as a free will offering, and those funds will be donated 
to Dinner @ Five.

A big thank you to Gary & Mary Schwartz for their 
generous accommodations for Stillwater while they 
were here.

- Stan & Debbie Seeger

USED SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
Kristine Bowe is helping coordinate a drive 
to collect used school supplies here at Saint 
Stephens for students in Kenya. Any new 
or used school supplies are great ... pencils, 
crayons, story books, half used notebooks.  
Anything. 

Those supplies will then be combined with 
similar collections around town, and Dennis 
McCarthy (from St. Vincent de Paul) and 
Mark Jahnke (retired educator) will organize, 
pack, and ship them to Kenya.

A rubbermaid container will be placed in 
the narthex area to collect the items, so look 
around near the table where Scrip is sold and 
you will see it nearby.

Thank you for your donations! Time to clean 
out those cupboards and send those used 
school supplies to kids who can use them!

We will collect from now until June 9.

ERROR ON MAY CALENDAR
You may have noticed a Christian Ed meeting on the 
May calendar on May 16. Please disregard that. There 
will NOT be a meeting at that date or time. My apologies 
for the error.

- Tina L. Scott
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2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Boxes of contribution envelopes for 2017 are still 
available. Stop in the office if you would like a box.

WHY USE SCRIP?

• Scrip costs you no extra money!

• Scrip makes it easy to live on a budget.

• Scrip makes a great gift for any occasion.

• Scrip profit goes to our church.

Stop in the church office to pick up some Scrip 
before you head out shopping! We now have 
MANY vendors’ Scrip here in stock.

And the Scrip volunteers will be happy to special 
order other Scrip on Sunday for you, too!

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT UNDERWAY
Jacob Schnabl is embarking on an ambitious project to 
create 100 Health Kits to donate to the Merrill Food 
Pantry to earn his Eagle Scout award. He has placed 
a donation box at the back of church and is seeking 
donations of items to help him create the Health Kits. 
He will be collecting new, unopened and packaged 
hygiene items until mid-April. Can you help? Items 
needed include:

• Soap
• Deodorant
• Facial tissue
• Toothbrush and toothpaste
• Dental floss
• Lotion
• Hand sanitizer
• Lip balm
• Baby shampoo
• Adult shampoo

STEPPING ON!
Learn simple balance and strength exercises, the role 
vision plays in keeping balance, how medication can 
contribute to falls, and ways to stay safe when out and 
about in the community and in your home through 
the Stepping On program. Stepping On is a 7-week 
program meeting every Thursday, May 4 - June 15 from 
1:00 - 3:00 PM here at Saint Stephens. Cost: Suggested 
contribution of $10.00 for entire 7-week session. RSVP 
to Jennifer Clark at the ADRC-CW at (715) 536-0311.

EASTER PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST RECAP
This year’s pancake 
breakfast attracted more 
people than ever before! 
Thanks to everyone 
who came for our Easter 
pancake breakfast and 
all who helped make 
it possible, especially 
Buzz Fehrman and his 
helpers!. The proceeds 
were contributed to the 
Organ Fund.

ANNUAL MEETING:
ST. PAUL’S CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
The Annual Meeting of the St. Paul’s Cemetery 
Association in the Town of Corning will be held on 
Wednesday, May 10, at 7:00 PM at the Corning Town 
Hall. 
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Still Life Goes On

“Bear fruit in every good work.” - Col 1:10b

Crouched over the vines, we looked for red. Scanning 
rows of strawberries, the lesson was not to pick too 
soon. There’s a moment in the ripeness of fresh fruit, 
and at the right time, we do well to pluck. 

As a little one, close to the ground, I fished hungrily 
through the leaves. But after a while, I grew weary, and 
at some point I’d switch from plucking to collecting. 
Standing (or sitting) in the center of the row, arms out, 
I’d await everyone else’s deposits to my basket, with the 
thrill of wonder to see what they would share. 

“Bear fruit” the Apostle says. 

Our actions do this bearing of fruit. In all that we do, 

we hold a basket of fruit into which we and the others 
around us make an offering.  

At the end of the day, we take stock, we check the yield. 
Our assessment isn’t neutral; we need what we bear. It 
is the spiritual food off of which we survive. 

With good fruit, we know exactly what to do. We 
are thankful. We eat lustily and are strengthened for 
the journey. But what do we do with the fruit that 
disappoints?  

Like the friend we desperately need who just…vanishes. 
Or the confidante who pushes advice we neither need 
nor want. Worse still, the one who betrays us. This is all 
indigestible fruit. 

“Bear fruit in every good work,” Paul says. But not all 
works are good. Not all people are prepared to hand us 
the fruit we want or need at the moment. 

Pray. Look in your basket. See the fruit of God’s people. 
With God’s grace, know what to do with each piece. 

Prayer

God, help us to bear good fruit. When we don’t, help us 
to know better than to share it. And, when others give 
us fruit that we cannot take, help us to know better than 
to eat it.  Amen

By Kaji Douša

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Michelle Roberge
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

LOCK UP REMINDER
A friendly reminder to all who utilize our church 
building for any purpose. If you are the person who 
checked out the key, or the designated last person to 
leave from a particular meeting or building use function, 
please check all doors and windows to be sure they are 
closed and locked before leaving the building. Ideally, 
the last person to leave should take a walk around the 
outside of the building and check all of the doors from 
the outside. Also, please turn off all the lights, include 
bathroom lights. 

The security of our building is important to all who work 
and worship here and enter our building for any activity 
held here. Your help in keeping it safe and secure is 
much appreciated!

Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products will send a percentage  
of your purchase of $100 or more by cash or check to Saint Stephens as a part of the  

Scrip program. Miller Furniture also participates in the Scrip program in this same manner.  
Just tell whichever store you are shopping at that you belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 

The Merrill Area Church Fast Pitch Softball League starts off the season on Sunday, May 14! Saint Stephens will be 
playing St. Paul’s Irma at 1:30 PM at Faith Lutheran Church. The season schedule will be in next week’s Interpreter.
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SHOWERS, FLOWERS, VEGETABLES & SCRIP

April showers bring May flowers. Spring is here at long 
last and so begins the season of yard work, plowing and 
tilling the soil, and preparing for planting season. Many 
people absolutely love having a beautifully groomed 
yard and/or a garden, whether it is filled with flowers 
or vegetables.

If you are one of those who loves to plant and hoe, seed 
and sow, then Scrip can help! From new gardening 
tools to seeds and fertilizer, you can use Scrip to make 
those purchases and help support Saint Stephens at the 
same time. Menards, Home Depot, Wal Mart, and Fleet 
Farm all participate in the Scrip program, and those 
merchants can certainly help you get everything you 
need to get your yard and garden in tip top shape in no 
time at all!

Even if you don’t have a green thumb and you prefer to 
buy your produce at the grocery store, Scrip can help 
you get what you need. Both Piggly Wiggly and Dave’s 
County Market participate in our Scrip program and have 
cards available in $25, $50, and $100 denominations, 
so you’ll have just the right amount on hand whether 
you’re just running in for a few things or filling your cart.

Stop by the Scrip table after worship services or stop in 
the office and let us help you get started with the Scrip 
program.

2017 RE-MEMBER MISSION TRIP IS SCHEDULED!
This year’s Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota has been scheduled, and you’re invited 
to join us! We will leave very early on Saturday, June 10, 
and return late on Friday, June 16. The cost for the trip 
is $546.00 per person. 

Please talk with Rev. Carnes if you are entertaining the 
thought of joining us. This is an experience you won’t 
soon forget ... an opportunity to make a difference for 
others and to truly appreciate how blessed you are in 
your own life. Pray about it. Then come with us.

SAINT STEPHENS 
FAST PITCH SOFTBALL 

LEAGUE TEAM ...  
IT’S NOT TOO LATE!

Some of you have 
expressed interest in 
playing on the Saint 
Stephens Softball Team, 
and it’s not too late! 
Contact Jerry Burnett, 
our team’s manager, to 
get signed up on the 
roster. Come on out and 

play some softball this summer and have a lot of fun! 
Call Jerry at 715.536.6191 or email him at jburnettwi@
frontier.com.

THANK YOU! 
from the Merrill Food Pantry 
... Your generous donations 

throughout the year are so very 
much appreciated!
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Remember:  SCRIP 
costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of 
cash!

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Easter
 $50.00 in loving memory of Norbert Krause at Easter from his loving family
Organ
 $10.00 in memory of mother on her birthday from Donald & Mary Ann Forster
Memorial
 $100.00 in memory of Juanita Harkner in thanks for the ladies serving the funeral lunch from 
  David & Yvonne Kleimola

MEMORIALS

Come to Sunday School on Sunday mornings during 
the 9:00 AM worship service. If your children are not 
yet enrolled, we’d love for them to join us! Just call the 
office and we will get you the forms! Parents should 
drop children off at their classrooms prior to the service. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship
A simple, meditative, communion service.

Wednesay evening worship  
begins at 6:00 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

At 5 PM Monday

Spaghetti & Meat Sauce 
Salad 

Hot Vegie 
Dessert and Beverages

THIS SUNDAY, MAY 7:  Worship at 9:00 AM with Communion, with Sunday School & Nursery;  
Worship at 10:30 AM with Communion; Coffee Hour between services.  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
June 4, 11, 18, 25 

July 2, 23, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

June 4, 25 
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Coffee Hour 
May 14, 28
June 4, 18
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SILENT AUCTION
We are planning to dispose of some items at the church that are no longer used, and Council has approved 
making items available for “silent auction” type bids for anyone who wishes to purchase them. Photos of the items 
being offered each week will be included in the Interpreter beginning with this issue (items available this week 
are pictured below) and then placed in the office with a “silent auction” type bid sheet near each one. Anyone 
interested in acquiring any of these items should stop in the office during office hours this week or before/after 
worship on Sunday, May 7, to bid on the item. Bids will be accepted in even $1 increments.

Each item will be considered “sold” to whomever has the highest bid when the office opens Monday, May 8, at 
8:00 AM. Items with no bids will be sold on Facebook or donated to St. Vincent de Paul thrift stores. 

Above:  Large silk plant in basket, short bookshelf (as is), computer desk station - each available for silent auction 
bid this week.  Below:  Framed print of ducks, antique framed print of “Christ at Twelve), also available for silent 
auction bid this week.

FREE ITEMS - YOU HAUL - FCFS
We have four couches (three pictured here) and one Lazy Boy chair (does not recline) in “hunting shack condition” 
currently available. There is also a vintage end table (laminate, circa 1960’s, not pictured) If you would like one or 
more of these items for your garage or hunting shack, call the church office at 715.536.7322. You will need to haul 
them, and they are “as is.” “First come, first served” so act fast if you want them. If they are still here on Tuesday, 
May 9, at 8:00 AM, we will offer them free on Facebook to whomever wants to come and get them.

ITEMS AVAILABLE THIS WEEK



SUNDAY, MAY 7 ... Fourth Sunday of Easter ... with Communion

  Rev. Kyle Carnes

Worship at 9:00 AM  and 10:30 AM,  
Sunday School & Nursery during 9:00 AM Worship

 Musicians are Darlene Johnson and the Choir.
Flowers on the altar are in celebration of our 39th wedding anniversary  

by Rich & Nancy Dabbert. Piano flowers are in celebration of Brooklyn Marie 
Oestreich’s baptism.

Radio Ministry is in honor of Carlos & Dorothy Berndt’s 72nd wedding 
anniversary on May 12 from their family.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Pyan, Plautz, and Mosser Families. 
Nursery will be staffed by the Golisch Families.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MAY 8 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:15 Exec. Committee 
 6:00 Church Council 

TUESDAY, MAY 9 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 
 6:45 Choir 

THURSDAY, MAY 11 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 12:00 Stepping On! 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, MAY 12 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship service. If 
your little ones would like to play and socialize with other little 
people their age, feel free to bring them to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care for them during the 
service. (If you have not already done so, please complete an 
enrollment form for your child.)


