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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191



April 18, 2017
Page 2THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who made our Lent, Holy Week, 
and Easter celebrations so awesome! To the ushers at 
all of the services; cooks, servers, and clean up crews 
that made the Lenten soup suppers, Maundy Thursday 
meal, and Easter breakfast possible; the musicians who 
made beautiful music during all of our services; and 
to everyone who contributed in any way, we really 
appreciate you!

REV. CARNES ON VACATION
Rev. Carnes is currently out of the office, taking the 
traditional pastor’s vacation the week after Easter. 
Worship will be left in the capable hands of Rev. Patricia 
(Pat) Tucker, a retired minister from Eagle River, and 
Jennifer Porath will help lead, as well. Pastoral Care 
concerns will be covered by other local pastors that 
are pre-arranged. Please call the office if you have any 
pastoral care needs or call the pastoral care number 
715-575-3191 and someone will get back to you to be 
sure you receive pastoral care in Rev. Carnes’ absence.

INTERIM PASTORAL ASSOCIATE JOINS STAFF
Please join us in welcoming Mary Pat Campbell to our 
staff as an interim Pastoral Associate who will assist Rev. 
Carnes in various capacities here pending the selection 
of a new Associate Minister for Saint Stephens.

Mary Pat Campbell was born and raised in Southwest 
Montana, the oldest of three children.

In her first career, Mary Pat was a registered nurse. She 
then “transitioned from care of the body to care of the 
soul as a board certified chaplain,” Mary Pat describes. 
She has ministered in hospitals, hospices, and assisted 
living facilities, and was most recently the Chaplain at 
Bell Tower Residence here in Merrill until her retirement 
the end of March.

Following a trip to Europe, Mary Pat will join us here at 
Saint Stephens two to three days per week, with her first 
day being May 1. 

Mary Pat has “three children and three wonderful 
grandsons--Jason, Leo, and Sidney” who bring her great 
joy.

What else brings her joy? Her calling. “I am passionate 
and humbled when hearing another’s story and 
journeying with them for awhile,” Mary Pat says.

In her spare time, she likes to read, garden, travel, and 
volunteer.

NO CHIMES THIS WEEK
We will not have chimes practice this week, Thursday, 
April 20. Chimes practice will resume next week on 
Thursday, April 27, at 6:00 PM

CHOIR SCHEDULE CHANGE
Choir practice WILL be held on Wednesday, April 19, at 
6:00 PM. There will be NO CHOIR practice on April 26. 
Please note this change. See you at choir ready to make 
a joyful noise!
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Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products will send a percentage  
of your purchase of $100 or more by cash or check to Saint Stephens as a part of the  

Scrip program. Miller Furniture also participates in the Scrip program in this same manner.  
Just tell whichever store you are shopping at that you belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 

What a glorious display of flowers surrounding the altar on the most glorious of Christian days ... Easter 
Sunday! What a beautiful way to celebrate the Resurrection of our Savior!.

Flowers were given:
In memory of my husband, Bud Harbath, from Ruth Harbath.
In honor of my children’s April birthdays:  Glenda, Lynn, and Chad Oslage, from Lora Jean Oslage
In memory of father, Lloyd Buck, Sr., from Cheryl & Dave Buck
In memory of Laura Ann Kunkel from Mike & Sue Kunkel
In memory of great grandpa Leo Fehlberg from Amara and Leo Lazare and Lilly Kunkel
In memory of Terry Alft from Judy Alft
In memory of Steven Walsh from Martin & Nancy Walsh
In memory of our parents from Dave & Emily Schwartzman
In memory of our parents, Ray & Betty Herdt, from Wendel & Debbie Mathis and Family, Brian & Terri Haufe 
and Family, and Todd Herdt
In memory of our grandparents, Marvin & Verna Koehler and John & Mary Herdt, from Wendel & Debbie 
Mathis and Family, Brian & Terri Haufe and Family, and Todd Herdt
In memory of loved ones from Carol Garcia
In memory of granddaughter, Madison Lyn Seeger, from Stan & Debbie Seeger
In memory of Linda Perry from the Dornbrack Family
In memory of Vernon Heuser from Audrey Heuser
In memory of husband, Kenwood Schubert, from Eunice Schubert
In memory of husband, Kermit Golisch, from Barbara Golisch
In memory of Dad, Ron Stevenson, from Chris & Heidi Stevenson
In memory of brothers and sister, Charles Graap, Jr., Dennis Graap, and Lucille Graap, from Audrey Heuser, 
Enuice Schubert, Virginia McElhaney, Barbara Golisch, and Ken Graap
In memory of Milford & Mildred Golisch from daughters, Sandy Sann and Beverly Hanson and daughter-in-
law, Barbara Golisch
In memory of Charles Graap, Sr., & Dorothy Graap from all of their children ... Audrey, Eunice, Virginia, 
Barbara & Kenneth
For Audrey Heuser, in thanksgiving for her return to good health, from Eunice, Virginia, Barbara, & Ken Graap
In memory of Loretta, Ed, and Dillon Cannon from Lorri, Leroy, and Dustin Vandre
In memory of Family & Friends from Nancy & Gary Frisch
In memory of Julius Kottman from Gloria Kottman
In memory of husband, Ron, from Faye Stevenson
In memory of loved ones from Pat Schulz & Gary A. Sholund

EASTER FLOWERS

THIS SUNDAY, APRIL 23:  Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School & Nursery;  
Worship at 10:30 AM; Coffee Hour between services.  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
THIS WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19:  No Worship This Wednesday Evening

Wednesday evening worship will resume on April 26 with service beginning at 6:00 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS
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WHY USE SCRIP?

• Scrip costs you no extra money!

• Scrip makes it easy to live on a budget.

• Scrip makes a great gift for any occasion.

• Scrip profit goes to our church.

Stop in the church office to pick up some Scrip 
before you head out shopping! We now have 
MANY vendors’ Scrip here in stock.

And the Scrip volunteers will be happy to special 
order other Scrip on Sunday for you, too!

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT UNDERWAY
Jacob Schnabl is embarking on an ambitious project to 
create 100 Health Kits to donate to the Merrill Food 
Pantry to earn his Eagle Scout award. He has placed 
a donation box at the back of church and is seeking 
donations of items to help him create the Health Kits. 
He will be collecting new, unopened and packaged 
hygiene items until mid-April. Can you help? Items 
needed include:

• Soap
• Deodorant
• Facial tissue
• Toothbrush and toothpaste
• Dental floss
• Lotion
• Hand sanitizer
• Lip balm
• Baby shampoo
• Adult shampoo

April is Volunteer 
Appreciation Month!

PINE CREST
The April Pine Crest worship service will be held at 2:00 
PM on Thursday, April 27. Members scheduled to assist 
residents to the service are Deloris Bauman, Renee 
Williams, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes 
will lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is 
the pianist.

Wausau Lyric Choir Spring Concert
“Songs of Light and Life - A Spring Choral 

Celebration”
Saturday, April 29, at 7:30 PM
Sunday, April 30, at 3:00 PM

at First Presbyterian Church, 406 Grand Street, 
downtown Wausau

A free will donation will be accepted.

Tickets are available from Wausau Lyric Choir members, 
the Performing Arts Foundation in Wausau, and at the 
door. 

The Wausau Lyric Choir is an ecumenical community 
choir of adults dedicated to excellence in the 
performance of sacred choral music and is a Performing 
Arts Foundation affiliate. The audition-only choir 
was founded in 1972 and has performed throughout 
Wisconsin and appeared natinoally and internationally.
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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHENS!
Are you a frequent visitor to St. Stephens? Thinking of 
joining? Want to get our newsletter mailed or emailed to 
you? Would you like contribution envelopes? Looking 
for opportunities to get involved or volunteer? There 
are lots of opportunities to meet new people and get 
involved! Join us for any of our upcoming events. For 
any of the above, call the church office!  715.536.7322

Or ... Know someone who is searching for a church 
home? Invite them to worship with us ... or to an event 
here at St. Stephens. Reach out!

2017 MEN IN THE KITCHEN
to benefit HAVEN

Thursday, April 20 at 5:00 PM
at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, Merrill

Come for the good eats, the silent auction, the chance 
to win baskets, a great time, and the chance to support 
an organization that is vitally needed in our community.

Tickets are $35 each. Call HAVEN at 715.536.1300 to 
reserve your seat.

CRUNCHING THE NUMBERS
Once again in March, General Fund Income kept pace 
nicely with Expenses. However, we still need to bear 
in mind that this was with three staff vacancies and 
now that we’ve hired our Facilities Manager, April 
expenses will increase accordingly. When the other 
two vacancies are filled, numbers will also increase, so 
we need to plan for the future.

Thank you for another month of support, generosity, 
and faith in the life and ministry of Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ!

THANK YOU KNITTERS & CROCHETERS!
We received the following Thank You in the mail:

“Your thoughtfulness in crafting and
donating hand-made items is appreciated!

Too seldom said, but often thought ... 
Your gift is appreciated.

Thank you for your generosity.
Thanks so much for the hats, pocket prayer shawls, 

blanket and sweater sets. They are beautiful!”
- Volunteer Services

Ascension | Saint Clare’s Hospital

The gospel challenges us to see and believe the signs of 
grace in our lives:  joy, peace, forgiveness, mercy and 
kindness.

Your monetary gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Outreach Office (503 S. Center Avenue, Merrill) brings 
joy, peace, forgiveness, mercy, and kindness to the 
hurting hearts of our neighbors in need.

- Society of St. Vincent de Paul Outreach

SODA MACHINE 
RESTORED TO 
WORKING ORDER
The soda machine in the 
Kuck Lounge is once 
again filled and functional. 
Thanks goes to our new 
Facilities Manager, Jason 
Chandler, for getting it 
back up and running 
so everyone can get a 
caffeine fix when needed 
for just 55 cents. 
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Light

“I have given you as a light to the nations . . . “  
     - Isaiah 42:6

If you knew everybody was watching, what would you 
do differently? If the world could see what you were 
doing right now, how would it change what you were 
up to? 

If you’re like most of us, you make a bit more of an effort 
on days when you’re going out than on ones you plan 

to spend on the couch. If you’re like most of us, you 
say things to your family when you’re safe inside your 
house, and say them in a way, that you would never say 
in public. 

Well, Isaiah says God’s hoping for a lot more from you 
than just good public manners. Isaiah says God’s given 
you—you!—as a light to the nations. You’re to be the 
beacon fire on the mountaintop. The searchlight on the 
rescue helicopter. The torch in the Statue of Liberty’s 
hand. 

God doesn’t need you to be in the public eye; God 
needs you to be the light that lets it see. If you knew God 
needed you not just to not be a public embarrassment, 
but to enlighten the world by the way you live your life, 
what would you do differently today?

Prayer

God, this little light of mine doesn’t really seem bright 
enough for the job you have in mind. But it’s your call, 
so I’ll do my best to not put it out. Amen

By Quinn G. Caldwell

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”
Thursday, April 20
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

Merrill Eagles Club - 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Kodiak Casserole (ground beef & noodles)
Green Salad with Ranch Dressing

Dinner Rolls ~ Desserts
Milk, Coffee & Water

Sponsored by Christ United Methodist Church and 
Wildwood Chapel

STILL WATER ... TRADITIONAL SOUTHERN GOSPEL 
WITH MODERN HARMONIES ... TO PERFORM
Join us to hear Still Water in concert, here at Saint 
Stephens Wednesday, April 26. The concert will begin 
after worship at 7:00 PM. A free will offering will be 
accepted.

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Michelle Roberge
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

At 5 PM Monday

Kielbasa Casserole with Pasta 
Hot Vegie 

Dessert and Beverages
APOLOGIES FROM THE FLORIST
The florist apologizes to the family of Gloria Lukes. 
There was a mix up with the delivery of the flowers they 
had ordered for on the piano on Easter Sunday. 
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SHOWERS, FLOWERS, VEGETABLES & SCRIP

April showers bring May flowers. Spring is here at long 
last and so begins the season of yard work, plowing and 
tilling the soil, and preparing for planting season. Many 
people absolutely love having a beautifully groomed 
yard and/or a garden, whether it is filled with flowers 
or vegetables.

If you are one of those who loves to plant and hoe, seed 
and sow, then Scrip can help! From new gardening 
tools to seeds and fertilizer, you can use Scrip to make 
those purchases and help support Saint Stephens at the 
same time. Menards, Home Depot, Wal Mart, and Fleet 
Farm all participate in the Scrip program, and those 
merchants can certainly help you get everything you 
need to get your yard and garden in tip top shape in no 
time at all!

Even if you don’t have a green thumb and you prefer to 
buy your produce at the grocery store, Scrip can help 
you get what you need. Both Piggly Wiggly and Dave’s 
County Market participate in our Scrip program and have 
cards available in $25, $50, and $100 denominations, 
so you’ll have just the right amount on hand whether 
you’re just running in for a few things or filling your cart.

Stop by the Scrip table after worship services or stop in 
the office and let us help you get started with the Scrip 
program.

2017 RE-MEMBER MISSION TRIP IS SCHEDULED!
This year’s Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota has been scheduled, and you’re invited 
to join us! We will leave very early on Saturday, June 10, 
and return late on Friday, June 16. The cost for the trip 
is $546.00 per person. This covers our costs since it is 
our intent to help the Oglala Lakota Oyate Nation, not 
to impose on them. Will you join us on this mission? 
It’s hard work, but it’s super rewarding! Let Rev. Carnes 
know if you’re interested in joining this year’s Mission 
Trip. It will be an experience to remember.

2017 CONTRIBUTION 
ENVELOPES 
Boxes of contribution envelopes 
for 2017 are still available. Stop in 
the office if you would like a box.

SAINT STEPHENS 
FAST PITCH SOFTBALL 

LEAGUE TEAM ...  
IT’S NOT TOO LATE!

Some of you have 
expressed interest in 
playing on the Saint 
Stephens Softball Team, 
and it’s not too late! 
Contact Jerry Burnett, 
our team’s manager, to 
get signed up on the 
roster. Come on out and 

play some softball this summer and have a lot of fun! 
Call Jerry at 715.536.6191 or email him at jburnettwi@
frontier.com.
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The Wisconsin Home Energy 
Assistance Program for the 2016-
2017 heating year is accepting 
applications and is scheduled 
to run until May 15, 2017. Call 

715.539.1344 to make an appointment. Eligibility is 
based on household size and gross income in the three 
months prior to the month of application.

Remember:  SCRIP 
costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of 
cash!

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

 Memorial
 $15.00 in memory of Nate Knospe from Bob & Eppie Gruling
 $50.00 in memory of Nate Knospe from Michael & Jean Ravn
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gremler from Lois Latzig
 $20.00 in memory of Lloyd Buck, Sr., for Easter from Ruth Buck

Organ
 $25.00 in memory of Dorothy Seidel from Barb & George Dintelman

Radio
 $190.00 in memory of Carl Frick from Lissette Frick
 $190.00 in honor of our 60th wedding anniversary on May 21 from Dick & Darlene Bettin

Capital Improvement
 $15.00 in memory of Carl Frick for Easter from Lissette Frick
 $50.00 in memory of my parents, Marvin & Delores Hass, for Easter and their April 19th anniversary from 
  Kristine Smith

MEMORIALS

Come to Sunday School on Sunday mornings during 
the 9:00 AM worship service. If your children are 
not yet enrolled, call the office and we will get you 
the forms! Parents should drop children off at their 
classrooms prior to the service. Thanks!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

Faith Lutheran Church
Hwy. K, Merrill 

Annual Mother Daughter Potluck Banquet

Wednesday, May 3, at 6:00 PM
With Guest Presenter Lisa Schuller of the  

Rapter Education Group from Antigo.

 Raptor Education Group is an organization dedicated 
to caring for injured or orphaned native bird species 
and public education on wildlife issues.  She has an 
amazing program and a few birds you won’t want to 
miss. 

All ladies are welcome,  so even if your mother or 
daughter is unable to make it, please come!

SILENT AUCTION
We are planning to dispose of some items at the church that are no longer used, and Council has approved making 
items available for “silent auction” type bids for anyone who wishes to purchase them. Photos of the items being 
offered each week will be included in the Interpreter and then placed in the office with a “silent auction” type bid 
sheet so anyone interested can stop in the office during office hours or before/after worship the following Sunday 
to bid on the item. The item will be considered “sold” to whomever has the highest bid when the office opens the 
following Monday morning at 8:00 AM. Items with no bids will be sold on Facebook or donated to St. Vincent de 
Paul thrift stores. This will begin with items to be featured in next week’s Interpreter.
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
June 4, 11, 18, 25 
July 2, 16, 23, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

June 4, 25 
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Coffee Hour 
May 14, 28

June 4, 11, 18

LOCK UP REMINDER
A friendly reminder to all who utilize our church building 
for any purpose. If you are the person who checked 
out the key, or the designated last person to leave from 
a particular meeting or building use function, please 
check all doors and windows to be sure they are closed 
and locked before leaving the building. Also, please turn 
off all the lights, include bathroom lights.

The security of our building is important to all who work 
and worship here and enter our building for any activity 
held here. Your help in keeping it safe and secure is 
much appreciated!

GRACIAS!
Some of you likely already know that Scott and I spent 
spring break/Holy Week on a long awaited vacation to 
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. It was truly paradise and I can 
honestly say I was more relaxed than at any other time in 
my adult life. Yet at times we were both reminded of our 
2016 trip to Re-Member in South Dakota. The disparity 
between the “haves” and “have-nots” was mind blowing. 
While I’ve never considered myself wealthy, by a global 
comparison, nearly all of us at Saint Stephens would fall 
into the “haves” category.  

One morning, the six of us headed out on a “Unique 
ATV Tour” which consisted of 30-40 four-wheelers and dune buggies in a caravan trek through a busy downtown 
to get to the beautiful Sierra Madre Mountian trails. The cobblestone streets made Center Avenue in Merrill look 
newly paved. It felt somewhat like a parade as the tour company stopped traffic for the caravan to pass -- traffic that 
was largely people at work; trucks delivering 5 gallon water jugs, delivery boys on mo-peds, buses carrying locals 
to their various jobs, mostly for meager wages. Meanwhile, the ridiculous tourists had spent close to a month’s 
rent (for a modest dwelling in Puerto Vallarta) on entertainment, mostly to get dust covered and stop at a couple 
obscure cantinas. 

I developed a growing and deep respect for the people. While they looked impoverished to us, there was something 
enviable about their grit. If there was a 12 x 12 plot of land, there was a lovely little playground built atop it for 
children to play. Children were well tended, their hands gently held as they walked to the local swimming hole 
to cool off. Meager dwellings were tidy, their front stoops swept, bright flower pots on window ledges, and 
fresh laundry hung out to dry. We observed more closely then and noticed everyone in the family did their part; 
carrying, cleaning, caring for children, or selling goods. We noted, too, a sense of humor that seemed to be a 
common thread, and a work ethic that has little comparison. Because it was Holy Week, Mexican schools were 
on “vacation,” as well, and the city was alive with celebration -- a festival of food, music, and venders. Multiple 
generations of families gathered to partake in the festivities together.

While this wasn’t a spiritual trip, it reinforced and renewed the sense of Sabbath that Kyle’s been teaching us about; 
the slowing down enough to refresh our souls and take stock in our lives. Even more, it reminded me that we are 
all one, all created by the same God. Whether our skin is northern Wisconsin white (and then briefly flaming red 
where we missed the sunscreen) or the rich color of bronze or coffee, our hair red, blond or jet black, whether 
we’re slender and lean or a little round in the middle, we all want a better life for our children. We all love and 
nurture our families. We strive for more. We do the best we can with what we’ve got. Our similarities far exceed 
our differences. In this time of hatred and prejudiced hostility, our divisions are self-created and self-perpetuated, 
because we are all one, all beautiful in God’s eyes. I see it. I feel it. I believe it. And gracias to a God like that!

- Kelly Wallace



SUNDAY, APRIL 23 ... Second Sunday of Easter

  Rev. Patricia Tucker, Guest Minister

Worship at 9:00 AM  and 10:30 AM,  
Sunday School & Nursery during 9:00 AM Worship

 Musician is Darlene Johnson.
Flowers on the altar are in honor of our 15th wedding anniversary from Mike & 

Aimee Gennrich.
Radio Ministry is in memory of Jerome Bud Harbath from Ruth & Family.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by Judy Alft & Marilyn Baumgart.
Nursery Volunteers are Jennifer Porath, Darcia Hopp, and Michelle Roberge.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, APRIL 24 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Habitat

TUESDAY, APRIL 25 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:00 Worship Team

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 No Choir 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)  
 7:30 Still Water Concert

THURSDAY, APRIL 27 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, APRIL 28 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship service. If 
your little ones would like to play and socialize with other little 
people their age, feel free to bring them to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care for them during the 
service. (If you have not already done so, please complete an 
enrollment form for your child.)

What Blessings Have YOU Experienced This Lenten Season?

How can you keep the celebration and meaning of 
Easter alive in your life all year long?


