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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

Kyle

AND NOW IT’S EASTER, WELL ALMOST

One of the reasons to observe and do something differently during Lent is so that when we 
get to Easter, we feel differently about it. I’ve discovered that the years in which I really have 
invested in Lent, Easter feels like even more of a celebration. I’ve come to believe that the 
power of Easter really does come through the observance of Lent, and all that is to say, that 
with all we’ve done for Lent this year, I’m really excited for Sunday. And I hope you are too.

Some people refer to Lent as a way to “prepare” for Easter. And I’m not sure that what we’ve 
done specifically is preparation for Easter, but I do hope that you feel more prepared for …  
something. Or anything. Or everything?

The idea of Sabbath is to rest and set time aside as holy so that the other six days of the week 
can be full of whatever the rest of life brings. When we rest, we are more attentive, more 
capable, and on average, more fun to be around. We are also more imaginative.

Our imaginations come to life while we are resting or engaged in play or participating in 
any non-directed activity. And our imaginations tend to stay more active longer, once we’ve 
rested and played. This would be a great preparation for Easter, if there ever was one ... to 
be more imaginative. 

The culture around us is simultaneously more rational and more prone to magical thinking 
and driven by random whims and opinions. All of our electronic devices are driven by the 
logic of “if, then” algorithms, and our political and social landscape seems to require fewer 
and fewer objective facts in order to make “informed” opinions these days. 

Easter and the resurrection are also prone to these two trends. We can either declare that the 
resurrection is fact or simply dismiss it because there is no way that it is fact. We can make 
emotional appeals to tell others that they have to believe in the resurrection “or else.” And 
that “or else” usually means some notion of Hell. 

Last week on Wednesday night, I showed a short video entitled, “Reformulating All 
Possibilities,” and it occurs to me that the title would also be great as an Easter proclamation. 
In Easter, we believe that even the formula for death is reimagined, let alone any other part 
of life. We need the Sabbath and it’s rest, because we need to continue to reformulate and 
reimagine the possibilities of being human and the potential of the world around us. So, I 
hope you’ll join us.

Easter is a great time to bring a friend or family member who hasn’t been to Saint Stephens 
before or in a while, to show them what we’re up to these days. So, take a chance, make an 
invitation. Easter is one of those times of year when people are more inclined to come to 
church anyway. Your invitation might be just the urging they need. Be brave, take a chance.

Before we come to Easter, however, we remember the Last Supper and Jesus’ death on 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. These services can be more powerful than Easter 
Sunday. Thursday at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM with soup starting at 5:00 PM. And Friday at 
7:44 PM - sunset.

Friends, I also want to mention that I will be taking the traditional pastor’s vacation this year 
the week after Easter. Worship will be left in the capable hands of Rev. Patricia (Pat) Tucker, 
a retired minister from Eagle River, and Jennifer Porath will help lead, as well. Pastoral Care 
concerns will be covered by other local pastors that I’ve arranged. Please call the office 
if you have any pastoral care needs or call the pastoral care number 715-575-3191 and 
someone will get back to you and make sure you receive pastoral care in my absence.

Easter is a time to reimagine the possibilities for our lives and for the world around us. I hope 
you’ll join us. 

Let’s continue to remember the Sabbath and keep it holy. See you in church this week. 

Holy Week blessings,
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Please Note:
The Office will be Closed on 

EASTER MONDAY, 
April 17 

MAUNDY THURSDAY MEAL
Please join us on Thursday, April 13, for our Maundy 
Thursday Meal beginning at 5:00 PM. Cheesy potato 
and taco soups will be served up until shortly before our 
Maundy Thursday worship service begins at 6:30 PM. 

Like our Wednesday evening soup suppers, you are 
invited to come as you are, bring a friend, and/or bring 
the family. Just come. A free will offering will be taken.

And, we’d love to have your help serving the meal and 
cleaning up afterwards, as well. Come on down and 
lend a hand in the spirit of Holy Week.

There will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday. 
Hope to see you next week!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHENS!
Are you a frequent visitor to St. Stephens? Thinking of 
joining? Want to get our newsletter mailed or emailed to 
you? Would you like contribution envelopes? Looking 
for opportunities to get involved or volunteer? There 
are lots of opportunities to meet new people and get 
involved! Join us for any of our upcoming events. For 
any of the above, call the church office!  715.536.7322

Or ... Know someone who is searching for a church 
home? Invite them to worship with us ... or to an event 
here at St. Stephens. Reach out!

Sabbath - [sab-uh th]
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2017 LENTEN SERVICE USHER SCHEDULE
DATE   DAY   10:30 AM Ushers   6:30 PM Usher Team
April 13, 2017  Thursday  Ewald K., Dave S., Jerry O.  #7 - Lloyd Buck Jr.
April 14, 2017  Good Friday  7:44 PM Service Clint Golisch
April 16, 2017  Easter Sunday  6:30 AM Sunrise Service - TBD 
      9:00 AM - Dave Schwartzman Team 

*Ushers still needed for 7:44 PM Good Friday Service & 6:30 AM Easter Sunrise Service
  (Sign-up sheet will be posted at the ushers’ station in the narthex.)

People to attend Easter Breakfast

When: Sunday, April 16,  7:30 AM

Where: Fellowship Hall

Menu:  Pancakes - Regular, Banana, Chocolate Chip, 
& Blueberry - Pure Maple Syrup - Scrambled Eggs - 
Sausage - Bacon - Coffee Cake - Coffee - Milk - Juice

Cost:  Adults  $4
 Youth 6-12  $3
 Age 5 & Under  Free!

Tickets are still available this week in the church office. 
Advance ticket sales help with planning.
Questions? Want to help?
Call Buzz Fehrmann:
715-536-2454

Thanks!

The Easter Breakfast Crew

EASTER FLOWERS
Help adorn our altar for Easter Sunday! 
Would you like to bring a pot of spring 
flowers ... like Easter lilies, daffodils, 
mums, hydrangeas, or a bulb garden 
... to church during Holy Week to 
beautify our worship space? Mark 
your calendar to purchase flowers and 
bring them to church the week before 
Easter.

As in years past, we will have a sign-
up sheet for those who wish to make 
their flower a Memorial, and you can 
list exactly how you would like your 
Memorial to read. Flowers may be 
dropped off in the church office this 
week. If you would like your specific 
flowers back after Easter, labels will 
be available in the office to mark 
your plant. Lilies and plants may be 
picked up beginning on April 18 when 
the office re-opens following Easter 
Sunday.
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STILL WATER ... TRADITIONAL SOUTHERN GOSPEL 
WITH MODERN HARMONIES ... TO PERFORM
Join us to hear Still Water in concert, here at Saint 
Stephens Wednesday, April 26. Still Water will bless us 
with their music during our 6:00 PM worship service, 
as well. Then the concert will begin at 7:30 PM. A free 
will offering will be accepted.

April is Volunteer 
Appreciation Month!

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
168 Hours

“Why do you spend your money for that which is not 
bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight 
yourselves in rich food.”  - Isaiah 55:1-2

One of the things I find myself preaching about the most 
is time, and how we choose to use it. In one of the few 
equalities of life, we all are given 168 hours per week. 
How each of us uses them varies widely, but few of us 
ever feel that we have enough hours in our week. 

Sleep, work, school, childcare, cooking, cleaning, 
driving . . . the list goes on, and the things we just can’t 
avoid doing rarely allow time for the things we want to 
do.

People tell me this all the time. They tell me they struggle 
to make time to pray, to read Scripture, to think about 

their faith, or to even come to church. And I get it. We 
are all busy. 

But I also believe this: we make time for the things we 
really care about. That’s not a judgement on anyone. 
That’s just a fact. If we care about something or someone 
enough, we find a way to make time. 

Isaiah asks his listeners why they spend good money on 
what doesn’t satisfy them. It’s a good question, and it’s 
one that could just as easily be applied to time. Why do 
you spend all your time doing things that do not satisfy 
you? Or put another way, if someone saw your weekly 
calendar, what would they say you valued the most?

Lent is the time when we are asked to look at our lives, 
and get rid of what is not working. Sometimes that 
means saying “no” to being busy, and saying yes to the 
things that give us joy. Don’t waste your time on what 
doesn’t fill you up. Choose only that which satisfies 
your deepest hunger.

Prayer

God, thank you for 168 hours. Help me to find you in 
each of them. Amen

By Emily C. Heath

Food Pantry 
Donations from April’s 

Food Pantry Sunday
totaled 370 pounds!

Thanks to everyone who 
helps support our local 

Food Pantry!

Remember:  SCRIP 
costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of 
cash!
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THIS SUNDAY, APRIL 16:  EASTER  Sunrise worship at 6:30 AM; Worship at 9:00 AM;  
Worship at 10:30 AM; Easter Breakfast at 7:30 AM  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 13:  Worship at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM

Maundy Thursday Meal at 5:00 PM 
(Serving Cheesy Potato & Taco Soups) 

GOOD FRIDAY, April 14:  Worship at Sundown at 7:44 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 
June 4, 11, 18, 25 
July 2, 16, 23, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

June 4, 25 
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Coffee Hour 
May 14, 28

June 4, 11, 18

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

 Memorial
 $50.00 in memory of my wife, Linda, at Easter from Randy Perry
 $25.00 in memory of Lavine Krause from Gary & Nancy Frisch
 $20.00 in memory of our parents, Mr. & Mrs. Albert Kanitz and Mr. & Mrs. William Beyer, Sr., for Easter  
  from Mr. & Mrs. William Beyer, Jr.
 ** in memory of Emily & Tootie Ricci and John Davis from Leota Davis

Radio
 $190.00 in memory of my wife, Helen, on her birthday from Norm Heckendorf
 $190.00 in memory of Nate Knospe from Mary Jo Laabs

** Amount withheld by request

MEMORIALS

At 5 PM Monday

Meatloaf and Scalloped Potatoes 
Hot Vegie 

Dessert and Beverages



SUNDAY, APRIL 16 ... Easter Sunday  
 with Communion coming forward at all services

Sunrise Worship at 6:30 AM 
Worship at 9:00 AM  and 10:30 AM,  
Easter Breakfast Served at 7:30 AM

Musicians are Darlene Johnson & the Choir.  
Flowers on the altar are in celebration of 10 years together from Diane Goetsch 

and John Schewe. Flowers on the piano are in memory of Gloria Lukes  
from her mother Joan Lukes, sister Laurie Humphrey, brother Steven Lukes,  

and grandson Chase Stanke. 
Radio Ministry is in loving memory of Nate Knospe from Mary Jo Laabs. 

There will be no Coffee Hour this Sunday. Please join us for Easter Breakfast in 
the Fellowship Hall at 7:30 AM instead. 

Nursery Volunteers are Molly Lyon, Sally Woller & Carmen Klug.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, APRIL 17 
	 Office	Closed 
 5:00 Aerobis 
 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, APRIL 18 
 10:00 District Meeting 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)  
 No Choir

THURSDAY, APRIL 20 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes 
 6:30 Guitar

FRIDAY, APRIL 21 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM Easter Sunday 
worship service. 

Maundy Thursday Worship  
at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM; 

Good Friday Worship 
at Sunset at 7:44 PM.

See our Holy Week  
schedule on page 2.


