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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

Kyle

SABBATH AS ALTERNATIVE

There are a lot of reasons to come to church. And yet some might say that those reasons 
are dwindling. Even many who’d like to spend more time with church, find it more difficult 
with less and less time, and more and more demands. When paychecks, tryouts, and college 
acceptance letters are at stake with our other activities, we find ourselves really hoping that 
we can trust in God’s forgiveness, because most everything else has to come first. This makes 
sense.

And when those things work out, sometimes Sunday mornings is the only morning of the 
week where you or the whole family, simply don’t have to be anywhere, so God’s forgiveness 
is trusted again, that she understands the need for a slow morning of coffee and newspaper. 
This makes sense. But sometimes Sunday mornings are not free for coffee either.

I’m also wondering, however, if church makes less sense these days because some of the 
old categories don’t really apply anymore. Church used to be a primary social network in 
our society. You came to church to be seen, because it was the place to be, and many social 
activities were here. Not so anymore.

But perhaps more than that, church used to also be seen primarily as a place to be taught 
manners and morality. Or in other words behavior training. Do this. Don’t do that. You shall 
do this. You shall not do that. Do, don’t, should, shouldn’t, shall, shan’t. And, it’s not that 
this isn’t important in it’s own right, it is just by no means the sole meaning, virtue, or deep 
purpose of church.

I find myself recalling a lot lately that the first thing Jesus did at the beginning of his ministry 
was gather people around him. Before the teachings, healings, meals, tax collectors, or lepers, 
Jesus built a community. Some how, intrinsically embedded into the gospel, is the truth that 
all things are connected and that we need community. Yes, teaching morality is good, but it 
is not summed up in lists of right and wrong. Rather it’s built upon principles, ideals, hopes, 
and wisdom that are not easily reduced into checklists. 

What are the steps to follow to love someone? What’s the rubric for compassion? What’s the 
equation for grace? None of these things work, let alone exist. Rather they are discovered 
through trial and error, experimentation and indeed failure, while attempting to live together 
with others and do life together.

The fourth commandment to remember the Sabbath and keep it holy is diminished if we only 
remember it by its place in a numbered list. Rather it is one of the keys to living by a different 
rhythm. It is a way to provide an alternative to the endless barrage of our culture that tells us 
we must be set against each other and compete in order to live. We’ve been taught a lie that 
the best way to become our best is through competition. It might be true in some settings. 
But competition alone will not produce growth. And it is by no means some truth about 
human nature that competition is the key to growth and success. There are many situations 
that are diminished and destroyed, if not desecrated by competition.

We remember the Sabbath so that we remember we are called to live into community, and 
not be set against each other. We live into church, when we remember this and see church 
as not one more place to tell us what to do or to tell us that we got something else wrong. 
Church and Sabbath are intended to be place of rest, rejuvination, and inspiration so that the 
other six days of the week we might have the courage to live differently - faithfully, deeply, 
lovingly.

Let’s continue to remember the Sabbath and do things to keep it holy.

Blessings,
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DONATIONS NEEDED FOR ONE SPECIAL NIGHT
In the recent fires in the Great Smoky Mountains area 
of southern Tennessee in late November and early 
December of 2016, more than 17,000 acres and over 
2,400 structures were destroyed. One of those destroyed 
structures was a building that held all the dresses, shoes, 
and makeup for a special dance called One Special 
Night, a prom for kids with Down’s Syndrome.

Bailee and Kenyon Golisch are joining in efforts to help 
collect needed donations to make this special dance 
happen again for 2017. They will be going to Tennessee  
the first week of April and will personally deliver all the 
dresses, shoes, and makeup we can collect for this effort!

Here is how you can help:

1) Donate NEW, sealed makeup (blush, eyeshadow, lip 
gloss, lip stick, powder, nail polish, etc.). 

2) Donate new or gently used prom dresses (all sizes, 
especially including larger and plus sizes).

3) Donate new or gently used dressy shoes or sandals 
such as those girls would wear for a prom.

Donated items should be brought to the church office 
no later than Thursday, April 6.

Help us give these kids the special night they deserve! 
Go shopping for some fun new makeup or encourage 
your daughters and granddaughters to donate the prom 
dresses hanging in their closets from previous seasons!

What a great way to give them new life and bring smiles 
to some faces in Tennessee!

IT’S A BOY!
Congratulations to parents, Jacqueline & Robert Gremler, 
Jr., on the birth of a baby boy! Milo Robert Gremler 
was born on Wednesday, February 22, 2017, at 8:12 AM 
weighing 8 pounds and measuring 20 1/2 inches long. 
What a blessing! Congrats to big brother, Abner, and 
the Gremler family!

ROSES IN HONOR OF A NEW BABY’S BIRTH!
If you would like a rose on the altar in honor of the 
birth of your child, please contact the church office as 
soon after the birth as possible. We would be happy to 
purchase a rose for the altar in honor and celebration 
of the blessing of the birth of your new baby and to 
announce the birth on Sunday, in the bulletin, and in 
the next issue of the Interpreter. Please let us know that 
it is OK to share your child’s name, date of birth, and 
your names at this time. Our deadline to order a rose 
is Wednesday, so if you call us before the end of the 
day on Wednesday, the rose will be placed on the altar 
and the announcement made the following Sunday and 
in that Sunday’s bulletin and the following Interpreter. 
For calls received after the deadline, the rose and 
announcements will take place on the weekend after 
that.  
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STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
The deadline for the Staats Memorial Scholarship is 
April 1, 2017. If you have not already completed your 
scholarship application and turned it in to Tina in 
the office, please do so ASAP! Don’t miss out on this 
opportunity. Applications and complete scholarship 
details are available in the church office.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Dear Sisters and Brothers:

The Internet has created a virtual global community for 
our contemporary techno-lifestyle. Strangers “speak” to 
strangers through online forums and blogs on all sorts of 
subjects. By responding to an unseen stranger’s request 
for a recipe or a political opinion, we offer a kind of 
welcome and hospitality.

In contrast, how are we responding to the desperation 
of unseen strangers who are in need because of war, 
poverty, and natural disaster? The One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering provides one very significant way.

Matthew 25:38 asks, “When was it that we saw you 
a stranger and welcomed you?” Through One Great 
Hour of Sharing, we respond faithfully to strangers 
with hospitality and welcome. We create a community 
of generosity and caring when we give to support the 
many compassionate ministries of this offering. Jesus 
said, “Truly, I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you did 
it to me.”

Please use the envelope for your gift when we dedicate 
the One Great Hour of Sharing offering on March 26, 
2017.

In Christian love and service,

The Stewardship Committee

Come join us in  

At Our 

Let Them Be Little 
Family Formal Dance 

At Kate Goodrich Elementary 
Saturday, April 1st, 2017  

6pm - 9pm  
 Grand March At 7pm 

$25 per couple - $5 each additional family member 

Elementary-aged students and their families can enjoy 
raffles, dancing, refreshments, crafts, and Candy Land fun 

at our DJ hosted event!  
Tickets sold at Dave's County Market and Les & Jim's. 

Let Them Be Little
Family Formal Dance

at Kate Goodrich Elementary
Saturday, April 1st, 6 pm - 9 pm

Grand March at 7 pm
$25 per couple - $5 each additional family member

Elementary-aged students and their families can enjoy 
raffles, dancing, refreshments, crafts, and Candy Land 

fun at this DJ hosted event!
Tickets sold at Dave’s County Market and Les & Jim’s.

You are Invited to the

Eagles Pancake Breakfast
March 26 ~ 9 AM to 1 PM
Regular & Potato Pancakes

Merrill Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street
Adults:  $7.00     Kids 6-10:  $3.50     

Ages 5 and Under:  FREE

Proceeds will be given to John Pinegar to defray medical 
expenses.

Friday Night Fish Fry at
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church

1709 E 9th St, Merrill

4:30-7:30 PM
every Friday during Lent

Serving baked cod, deep fried pollock, 
deep fried shrimp, cheese pizza, 

choice of baked potato or French fries, deep fried 
cheese curds, cole slaw, rye bread, and their famous 

homemade desserts ... 
Dine-In, Take-Out, and Home Delivery available!

Phone calls for take out are accepted after 1:00 PM 
(After 2:00 pm on Good Friday)

Call 715-536-2803
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WEDNESDAY EVENING LENTEN BOOK STUDY 
The book:  Sabbath as Resistance by Walter Brueggemann, 
an Old Testament professor and fellow UCC member. The 
book study is held every Wednesday evening during Lent 
after the worship service. We are looking forward to taking 
a fresh look at the whole concept of Sabbath, and this is a 
great way to learn more about the Jewish ancestors of our 
faith and to study, learn, and grow together. 

EASTER FLOWERS
We would love to have a beautiful display of spring 
flowers to adorn our altar for Easter Sunday. Would 
you like to bring a pot of spring flowers ... like Easter 
lilies, daffodils, mums, hydrangeas, or a bulb garden ... 
to church during Holy Week to beautify our worship 
space? Mark your calendar to purchase flowers and 
bring them to church the week before Easter.

To make things even easier this year, we would be happy 
to order Easter lilies for you, if you prefer. 6” potted 
lilies with foil and bow are $14.99, and 8” potted lilies 
with foil and bow are $29.99. We will be placing an 
order through Broses’s on March 30. If you would like 
us to order one or more potted lilies for you, stop in 
the church office to indicate the size and quantity you 
would like and pay for your lilies no later than March 29. 

As in years past, we will have a sign-up sheet for those 
who wish to make their flower a Memorial, and you 
can list exactly how you would like your Memorial to 
read. Flowers may be dropped off in the church office 
beginning Monday, April 10. If you would like your 
specific flowers back after Easter, labels will be available 
in the office to mark your plant. Lilies and plants may 
be picked up beginning on April 18 when the office re-
opens following Easter Sunday.

WELCOME  
JASON CHANDLER,  

OUR NEW  
FACILITIES MANAGER

Please join us in welcoming 
Jason Chandler to Saint 
Stephens. Jason will be joining 
our staff effective April 6 as our 
new Facilities Manager. 

Jason was born in Minneapolis, 
raised in Marathon City, and 
currently lives in Wausau with 

his wife Monica, three children, and pets. He brings 
with him almost 30 years of maintenance and property 
management experience related to houses, apartments, 
schools, and hotels, and is experienced in all aspects of 
property maintenance and management ... preventative, 
routine, and emergency.

Jason says most of his “spare” time is spent repairing 
and selling homes and spending time with his family. 
He also enjoys hunting, fishing, playing guitar, building 
computer systems, metal detecting with Monica, and 
fixing ... everything! When he’s not fixing or discovering, 
he also enjoys creating. One of his favorite hobbies is 
making jewelry and rings from unique coins.

If you see Jason working around the building, stop to let 
him know how happy we are to have him here!
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Every Wednesday During Lent
Join Us For Worship  

at 10:30 AM or 6:30 PM. 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS
Want a night where you don’t have to make dinner? 
Wednesday night soup suppers are back for the Lenten 
season. Soup is served each Wednesday evening 
beginning at 5:00 PM and will be served up until 
shortly before church service begins at 6:30 PM. A free 
will donation is welcomed to support the costs of the 
ingredients for the meal. Come as you are, bring a friend, 
or bring the family.

Wednesday night soup supper is a great time for a 
delicious meal and fellowship. Looking for a night to 
volunteer your time for a couple of hours? Wednesday 
night soup supper is also looking for some help to serve 
the meal and clean up afterwards. The work is light and 
easy. Come as you are, bring a friend, or bring the family. 
Call Tyler Drake at 715-218-6076 to see what dates are 
still in need of some help and to get more details.

SOUP’S ON!

Our Soup Menu

Don’t miss out on your favorite soups! Here are our 
“soups of the day” for the 2017 Lenten Season:

Wednesday, March 22:  Stuffed Pepper &
    Chicken Noodle

Wednesday, March 29  Chili &
    Chicken Noodle

Wednesday, April 5  Creamy Wild Rice &
    Chicken Noodle

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
Can you sponsor altar flowers for 
an upcoming worship service? 
Most weekends are currently 
available, so stop in the office 
or call the office to reserve your 
spot today! Help beautify the 
altar with blooms!

Challenge for today. For every day:
Care. More.

Stop in the church office to pick up some Scrip 
before you head out shopping! We now have 
MANY vendors’ Scrip here in stock.

And the Scrip volunteers will be happy to special 
order other Scrip on Sunday for you, too!
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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHENS!
Are you a frequent visitor to St. Stephens? Thinking of 
joining? Want to get our newsletter mailed or emailed to 
you? Would you like contribution envelopes? Looking 
for opportunities to get involved or volunteer? There 
are lots of opportunities to meet new people and get 
involved! Join us for any of our upcoming events. For 
any of the above, call the church office!  715.536.7322

Or ... Know someone who is searching for a church 
home? Invite them to worship with us ... or to an event 
here at St. Stephens. Reach out!

REV. MISSY INSTALLED AT 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
UCC IN WISCONSIN RAPIDS
Rev. Missy (Holdorf) Miller will 
be installed at her new church, 
First Congregational United 
Church of Christ, in Wisconsin 
Rapids on Sunday, April 2, at 3:00 

PM. We hope many of you will make the short journey 
to celebrate with her! You are invited to stay for dinner 
afterwards, but if you will, please call 715.423.0350 
to RSVP so the church can plan accordingly for food. 
(Please also let them know if you have any dietary 
restrictions.) First Congregational United Church of 
Christ is located at 311 2nd Street South in Wisconsin 
Rapids, WI  54494.

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS
It’s so much fun when families 
and friends sponsor Sunday 
morning Coffee Hours together! 
Sponsorships for April are wide 
open. Would you or a group of 
your friends and/or family like 
to sponsor one? Sign up on the 
kiosk in the Kuck Lounge.

2017 MEN IN THE KITCHEN
to benefit HAVEN

Thursday, April 20, at 5:00 PM
at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ, Merrill

Come for the good eats, the silent auction, the chance 
to win baskets, a great time, and the chance to support 
an organization that is vitally needed in our community.

Tickets are $35 each. Call HAVEN at 715.536.1300 to 
reserve your seat.

HAVEN Wish List
HAVEN is in need of monetary donations and donations 
of specific items to help provide services to their clients. 

Most needed items include:

Many grocery items, particularly coffee.

Household supplies such as toilet paper, garbage bags, 
plastic wrap and foil, tissues, disposable plates and 
utensils, and most particularly all sizes of freezer bags.

Full sized personal care products like shampoo, 
conditioner, body wash, deodorant, body lotion, 
and hand sanitizer; blood pressure cuffs; ibuprofen/
acetaminophen; and particularly first aid kits.

Cleaning supplies like bleach, toilet cleaner, Dawn dish 
soap, bleach wipes, and most particularly, disinfectant 
spray and dishwasher detergent.

A TV and a DVD player are greatly needed.

Diapers, umbrellas, NEW women’s sports bras/
underwear, crafting supplies, gas and grocery gift cards, 
bus tokens, and daily planners are also needed.

P.S.  HAVEN is also in need of those purses you no longer 
use. Please call 715.536.1300 to make arrangements to 
drop off donations.

    You are invited to a powerful 
   Dramatic Musical for Easter:

         BOW THE KNEE
Come follow Anthony, a Roman centurion, whose life 
is changed when he encounters Jesus. Free Admission.

At Rib Mountain Lutheran Church
3010 Eagle Ave., Wausau, WI

Saturday, April 1, at 7:00 PM
Sunday, April 2, at 2:30 PM

At Zion Lutheran Church
E7195 Star Road, Aniwa - Town of Easton

(12 miles east of Wausau just off Hwy. 52 on Star Rd.)

Saturday, April 8, at 7:00 PM
Sunday, April 9, at 2:30 PM
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
No Worries

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down 
with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this 
life, and that day does not come upon you unexpectedly.” 
- Luke 21:34

This is no small challenge. We may or may not be 
given to “dissipation and drunkenness,” but we are all 
routinely boozed up by “the worries of this life.” Just by 
mentioning it, you and I have already made a mental list 
of at least five worries. And that worries me (six!). 

Some worries are truly overwhelming such as: “Will my 

child live?” others are more trivial: “Gads! We’re almost 
out of ice cream!” while others are less grounded: “I 
think I’m living in the Truman Show.” 

In Matthew, Jesus counsels against worry because it’s 
about as fruitful as seeking unbiased reporting on cable 
news. Jesus said, “Can any of you add a single hour 
to your life by worrying?” In the above passage from 
Luke, Jesus appears to conquer all worries by giving us 
something much bigger to worry about, namely, “that 
day.”  

But hear this: Jesus’ prediction of “that day” isn’t like 
a parent barking, “Don’t make me come down there!” 
to a bunch of rowdy kids in the basement, or “I’ll give 
you something to cry about!” to a child with crocodile 
tears. It’s about Jesus swooping in at the culmination of 
history to restore and heal the brokenness of the world. 
As I watch the news, as I watch my mind carried off by 
innumerable worries, I’m all in for that. 

In the end, the only thing worth worrying about is that 
our worries might cause us to miss Jesus when he shows 
up, whether it is “that day,” or today. 

Or even, right now. 

Prayer

Come Lord Jesus! Take the wheel of my life and of this 
worrisome world. Amen

By Matthew Laney

2017 GARDEN PLOTS AVAILABLE
A limited number of garden beds are available for rent 
this spring at Tall Pines Community Garden located at 
Sixth Street and Memorial Drive right here in Merrill’s 
city limits. Plot sizes and prices vary starting at $20 for 
a full season. Go green and grow your own produce! 
Applications are being accepted now. Download an 
application at www.lincolncountyhealthdepartment.
com. Plots will fill up fast. For more information, contact 
Ann Stoeckmann at 715.536.0307. 

We need radio sponsors! Broadcasts are almost wide 
open right now! Cost is $190 ... same as last year ... 
and now that we are assured of reliable broadcasts, we 
need sponsors! Please call the office to schedule.

Sabbath - [sab-uh th]
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BUNNIES AND BASKETS AND UMBRELLAS
April is right around the corner ... and with that spring 
showers and preparations for Easter and starting to think 
Spring!

Along with all that spring thinking ... it’s time to think 
Scrip! Did you know you can purchase most of the 
things you need to prepare for Spring and Easter using 
Scrip and earn a percentage back for Saint Stephens? 

Easter suits and dresses, rubber boots for stomping in 
puddles, Easter baskets and all the candy to fill them 
... yep, Scrip can help you with all of that and more. So 
before you head off to Kohls, Wal Mart, or Fleet Farm, 
or wherever you prefer to shop for your Easter garments 
and goodies, stop by church and pick up Scrip for those 
stores. 

Don’t forget to start thinking about Easter dinner, as 
well. Make your list and purchase Scrip to get all of your 
groceries for the meal. 

Don’t feel like cooking this Easter? Restaurants participate 
in the Scrip program, too. Buy Scrip and take the family 
out to eat. From Friendship House to Los Mezcales to 
Ed & Sharon’s, we have lots of Scrip in stock.

HEALTHY LIVING WITH DIABETES
Do you have type 2 diabetes? Pre-diabetes? Have you 
struggled trying to manage your blood sugar levels? Are 
you not sure what foods you should be consuming? 
Healthy Living with Diabetes is a 6-week program 
geared toward individuals with type 2 diabetes, pre-
diabetes or a caregiver for a family member or friend 
who is managing diabetes. Healthy Living with Diabetes 
does not replace existing treatments, but rather 
complements the treatments you are already receiving. 
Thursdays, beginning March 23- April 27 from 1:00-
3:30 PM at the Lincoln County Service Center Building 
(Rm 156). For more information or to pre-register, please 
call Jennifer Clark at the Aging and Disability Resource 
Center at (715) 536-0311. Cost: A suggested contribution 
of $10.00 for entire 6-week program.

2017 RE-MEMBER MISSION TRIP IS SCHEDULED!
This year’s Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota has been scheduled, and you’re invited 
to join us! We will leave super early on Saturday, June 
10, and return late on Friday, June 16. The cost for the 
trip is $546.00 per person. This covers our costs since 
it is our intent to help the Oglala Lakota Oyate Nation, 
not to impose on them. Will you join us on this mission? 
It’s hard work, but it’s super rewarding! Let Rev. Carnes 
know if you’re interested in joining this year’s Mission 
Trip. It will be an experience to remember.

2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Would you like contribution envelopes for 2017? Boxes 
of contribution envelopes are still available at the Scrip 
table after worship or in the office weekdays. We’re 
doing things a little differently this year, as we’ve been 
throwing out too many envelopes in recent years.

Please do NOT use old 2016 envelopes, as your 
number WILL be different for 2017! Instead, stop 
and pick up a new box of 2017 envelopes with a new 
number. If you choose to give without numbered 
contribution envelopes, please be sure to print your 
name on your envelope so we can give you credit on 
your contribution statement at the end of the year.

If you have any questions, please call Tina in the office.

PINE CREST
The March Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, March 23. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case and 
Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will lead the 
worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the pianist.
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At 5 PM Monday

Baked Potato Bar 
Dessert and Beverages

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

 Memorial
 $25.00 in memory of Bob Gremler, Sr., from Sharon Detert & Family
 $25.00 in memory of Robert Gremler, Sr., from Susan & Joel Wendt
 $500.00 in memory of Robert Gremler, Sr., from the Family of Robert Gremler, Sr.

Capital Improvement
 $10.00 in memory of Bob Gremler, Sr., from Carol & Jerry Plautz

Organ
 $25.00 in memory of Ralph Gibson from Randy Perry
 $25.00 in memory of Nathan Knospe from Barb & George Dintelman

New Roof
 $10.00 in memory of Bob Gremler from Gary & Jill Mosser

Radio
 $190.00 in memory of Bert Knott by an anonymous donor
 $190.00 for the March 27th, 93rd anniversary of the birth of Dad, Gerald Henrich, from Lynn

Schmidt Scholarship
 $100.00 in loving memory of Ruth Schmidt Hose from her daughter, Mary Strange

MEMORIALS

Come to Sunday School on Sunday mornings during 
the 9:00 AM worship service. If your children are 
not yet enrolled, call the office and we will get you 
the forms! Parents should drop children off at their 
classrooms prior to the service. Thanks!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship
A simple, meditative, communion service.

During Lent, our Wednesay evening worship  
begins at 6:30 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

Lent - an annual season of fasting and penitence in 
preparation for Easter, beginning on Ash Wednesday 
and lasting 40 weekdays to Easter
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2017 LENTEN SERVICE USHER SCHEDULE
DATE   DAY   10:30 AM Ushers   6:30 PM Usher Team
March 22, 2017 Wednesday  Ewald K., Dave S., Jerry O.  #8 - Dave Schwartzman
March 29, 2017 Wednesday  Ewald K., Dave S., Jerry O.  #9 - Ewald Katke
April 5, 2017  Wednesday  Ewald K., Dave S., Jerry O.  #6 - Les Sabatke
April 13, 2017  Thursday  Ewald K., Dave S., Jerry O.  #7 - Lloyd Buck Jr.
April 14, 2017  Good Friday  7:44 PM Service Clint Golisch
April 16, 2017  Easter Sunday  6:30 AM Sunrise Service - TBD 
      9:00 AM - Dave Schwartzman Team 

*Ushers still needed for 7:44 pm Good Friday Service & 6:30am Easter Sunrise Service
  (Sign-up sheet will be posted at the ushers’ station in the narthex.)

People to attend Easter Breakfast

When: Sunday, April 16,  7:30 AM

Where: Fellowship Hall

Menu:  Pancakes - Regular, Banana, Chocolate Chip, 
& Blueberry - Pure Maple Syrup - Scrambled Eggs - 
Sausage - Bacon - Coffee Cake - Coffee - Milk - Juice

Cost:  Adults  $4
 Youth 6-12  $3
 Age 5 & Under  Free!

Tickets will be on sale in the Kuck Lounge Sunday, 
April 2 and 9, from 8:30 - 10:30 AM. Tickets are 
also available during the week in the church office. 
Advance ticket sales help with planning.
Questions? Want to help?
Call Buzz Fehrmann:
715-536-2454

Thanks!

The Easter Breakfast Crew

FREE LIVING WELL WITH CHRONIC 
CONDITIONS WORSHOP 
Do you have a chronic health 
condition? Are you ready to live better? 
Make a life-changing commitment to 
attend a FREE Living Well with Chronic 
Conditions workshop. If you have 
asthma, COPD, diabetes, heart disease, 
high cholesterol, high blood pressure, 
chronic pain or any other chronic 
condition, this program can help you:
·  Find support
·  Find practical ways to deal with pain 
and fatigue
·  Discover better nutrition and physical 
activity choices
·  Learn better ways to talk with your 
doctor and family about your health
Mondays, April 17- May 22 from 9:30 
AM to 12:00 PM at the Lincoln County 
Service Center Building (801 N. Sales 
Street) Room 248. For more information 
or to pre-register, please call the ADRC-
CW at (715) 536-0311.

LOCK UP REMINDER
A friendly reminder to all who utilize our church building for any purpose. If you are the last person to leave the 
building, please check all outside doors and windows to be sure they are closed and locked before leaving the 
building. Also, please turn off all the lights, include bathroom lights. Help keep our building secure. Thanks!

What have you learned so far 
about Sabbath? Is this a time 

of awakening and discovery for 
you? Embrace it!

Embrace the BEING  
instead of the DOING ...
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The Wisconsin Home Energy 
Assistance Program for the 2016-
2017 heating year is accepting 
applications and is scheduled 
to run until May 15, 2017. Call 

715.539.1344 to make an appointment. Eligibility is 
based on household size and gross income in the three 
months prior to the month of application.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

April 30 
May 7, 14, 28

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

April 2, 16 
May 14, 21, 28

Coffee Hour 
April 9 

May 14, 21, 28

THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 26:  Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School & Nursery;  
Worship at 10:30 AM; Coffee Hour between services.  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM during Lent

Lenten Soup Suppers each Wednesday at 5:00 PM 
(Serving Stuffed Pepper & Chicken Noodle this week!)

UPCOMING EVENTS

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Michelle Roberge
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

Wiggle, Giggle, and Shake

Come join us for a Fun Program uniting generations 
through Music and Movement

Families will be joined by residents of Pine Crest to 
participate in Music, Movement, and a fun craft project. 
Every Monday from 9:30 AM-10:30 AM beginning on 
April 3, at Pine Crest Nursing Home Community Room, 
2100 East 6th Street, Merrill.

For more Information call 715-539-9228

Remember:  SCRIP 
costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of 
cash!

GRIEF SEMINAR OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
“Grief Ain’t Exactly What I Had In Mind For This Chapter 
of My Life,” a Community Seminar to Understand Grief 
will be held Thursday, April 20, from 7:00-9:00 PM at 
the Holiday Inn & Suites - Cedar Creek, 1000 Imperial 
Avenue, Rothschild, WI. Pre-registration is not required. 
If you are grieving, just come.



SUNDAY, MARCH 26 ... Fourth Sunday in Lent

Worship at 9:00 AM  and 10:30 AM,  
Sunday School & Nursery during 9:00 AM Worship

 Musicians are Darlene Johnson, Dan Pick, and Andy Ament.
Flowers on the altar are in memory of Jerry Henrich from his family. The rose on 

the altar is in celebration of the birth of Milo Robert Gremler,  
son of Jacqueline & Robert Gremler, Jr.

Radio Ministry is for the March 27th 93rd anniversary of Dad, Gerald Henrich’s, 
birth from Lynn.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by Cub Scout Pack 503.
Nursery Volunteers are Beth Houle, Carmen Klug, and Beth Badeau.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MARCH 27 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Habitat

TUESDAY, MARCH 28 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:00 Worship team

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 10:30 Worship 
 5:00 Lenten Soup Supper 
 6:00 Choir 
 6:30 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 

THURSDAY, MARCH 30 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, MARCH 31 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

TH
E 

IN
TE

R
PR

ET
ER

ST
 S

TE
PH

EN
S 

U
N

IT
ED

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 O
F 

C
H

R
IS

T ST STEPHENS UCC US POSTAGE PAID 
903 E SECOND ST NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
MERRILL WI 54452 PERMIT #10 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED MERRILL WI 54452-2576

Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship service. If 
your little ones would like to play and socialize with other little 
people their age, feel free to bring them to the nursery where 
our adult volunteers will be happy to care for them during the 
service. (If you have not already done so, please complete an 
enrollment form for your child.)

Lenten Service
Wednesday at 10:30 AM 

and 6:30 PM
Please join us!


