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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

Kyle

SABBATH AND OTHER GODS

Friends, thank you to all of you who have been willing to experiment with the Sabbath boxes. 
I look forward to hearing how you’ve tried to engage what’s inside. There are still a few more, 
if you would still like to get a box for yourself or someone you know.

Our journey into Sabbath is just beginning …

The Sabbath has always been a way to live differently, to be set apart of the surrounding 
culture. This might not sound like something we want. We have enough to worry about, let 
alone doing something that’s going to make us “different.” Can’t we all so often be found 
trying to just keep our head down, and get through the list? 

The commandments weren’t primarily about restrictions. They were ways for people to 
choose to live by God’s rhythms, and not the social whims of the contemporary culture both 
then and now. The Sabbath was a primary way to do this. We are the first culture to suffer 
as workaholics that privilege production above most everything else. I know from my own 
life and I know from talking to so many of you, and other people in my life, that we aren’t 
just exhausted. We’re harried, aching, and confused at how we got here. We can be found 
longing for something different, with very few ideas of what might make a difference.

Throughout our faith’s history, including ancient and present-day Judaism, Sabbath has been 
one of, if not the primary, way to make a difference in our lives. We need something more 
than just being told to stop working, and the Sabbath is that thing. It’s a ritual about the 
fullness of life, noticing and resetting priorities, and filling our time with things that deeply 
matter. As in the title of a book we’ll be reading on Wednesday nights after worship, Sabbath 
is about resistance. Resisting everything that would have us waste our lives. But it’s more 
than resistance. It is also intentionally filling our lives instead with the stuff that we already 
know that matters most.

What G(g)od do you believe in? trust? worship? pray to? spend money on? devote time to?

We have a long tradition of monotheism, that is, believing that there is just one G(g)od. In 
Jesus’ day, they still had a sense that the story of there being just one Creator God was in 
competition with other ideas about how the gods worked and existed. Even though I believe 
in one God, I think it can be helpful for us to talk about there being competing gods in our 
culture and in our lives.

When we take an inventory of our lives with the questions above, what are our answers?

Walter Brueggemann says that remembering the Sabbath day and keeping it holy is deeply 
connected to “You shall have no other gods before me.”

These days even our language about God and gods has become difficult to navigate. 
Sometimes I think we’ve confused being Christian and trying to follow Jesus’ teachings, with 
simply being a nice person. While being nice is a fine place to start, niceness, goodness, 
and kindness are not all the same thing. We are often being called to break away from the 
crowd and to live by a different path. The Sabbath is a way to break away. It’s meant to be 
time set apart, so that we can see more clearly which gods get our devotion, and which god 
is actually God.

This week we will look more deeply into how having no other gods before God, might help 
us remember the Sabbath and keep it holy. We’ll do this on Wednesday evening, in worship 
and the book study, and on Sunday morning. Hope to see you then.

Friends, remember the Sabbath and keep it holy,
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WEDNESDAY EVENING LENTEN BOOK STUDY 
The book:  Sabbath as Resistance by Walter Brueggemann, 
an Old Testament professor and fellow UCC member. The 
book study will begin Wednesday evening, March 8, after 
worship service. We are looking forward to taking a fresh 
look at the whole concept of Sabbath and this is a great 
way to learn more about the Jewish ancestors of our faith 
and to study, learn, and grow together. 

EASTER FLOWERS
We would love to have a beautiful display of spring 
flowers to adorn our altar for Easter Sunday. Would 
you like to bring a pot of spring flowers ... like Easter 
lilies, daffodils, mums, hydrangeas, or a bulb garden ... 
to church during Holy Week to beautify our worship 
space? Mark your calendar to purchase flowers and 
bring them to church the week before Easter.

To make things even easier this year, we would be happy 
to order Easter lilies for you, if you prefer. 6” potted 
lilies with foil and bow are $14.99, and 8” potted lilies 
with foil and bow are $29.99. We will be placing an 
order through Broses’s on March 30. If you would like 
us to order one or more potted lilies for you, stop in 
the church office to indicate the size and quantity you 
would like and pay for your lilies no later than March 29. 

As in years past, we will have a sign-up sheet for those 
who wish to make their flower a Memorial, and you 
can list exactly how you would like your Memorial to 
read. Flowers may be dropped off in the church office 
beginning Monday, April 10. If you would like your 
specific flowers back after Easter, labels will be available 
in the office to mark your plant. Lilies and plants may 
be picked up beginning on April 18 when the office re-
opens following Easter Sunday.

ARE YOU “GIVING PLUS 1”?
Give it a try! If you don’t currently give at all, put $1 in 
an envelope each week. Just a simple dollar per week. 
It’s all we’re asking. 

And if you are already a regular giver, add $1 to the 
amount you usually give.

Simple. Easy. Powerful when we all do it. 

Love seeing those donations of $21, $41, $61, and $101 
coming in ... and the new givers giving $1 or more! Get 
excited for stewardship with us!
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Every Wednesday During Lent
Join Us For Worship  

at 10:30 AM or 6:30 PM. 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS
Want a night where you don’t have to make dinner? 
Wednesday night soup suppers are back for the Lenten 
season. Soup is served each Wednesday evening 
beginning at 5:00 PM and will be served up until 
shortly before church service begins at 6:30 PM. A free 
will donation is welcomed to support the costs of the 
ingredients for the meal. Come as you are, bring a friend, 
or bring the family.

Wednesday night soup supper is a great time for a 
delicious meal and fellowship. Looking for a night to 
volunteer your time for a couple of hours? Wednesday 
night soup supper is also looking for some help to serve 
the meal and clean up afterwards. The work is light and 
easy. Come as you are, bring a friend, or bring the family. 
Call Tyler Drake at 715-218-6076 to see what dates are 
still in need of some help and to get more details.

SOUP’S ON!

Our Soup Menu

Don’t miss out on your favorite soups! Here are our 
“soups of the day” for the 2017 Lenten Season:

Wednesday, March 5:  Beef Barley &
    Ham Chicken Noodle

Wednesday, March 15:  Broccoli Cheese &
    Chicken Noodle

Wednesday, March 22:  Stuffed Pepper &
    Chicken Noodle

Wednesday, March 29  Chili &
    Chicken Noodle

Wednesday, April 5  Creamy Wild Rice &
    Chicken Noodle

ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED
Can you sponsor altar flowers for 
an upcoming worship service? 
Most weekends are currently 
available, so stop in the office 
or call the office to reserve your 
spot today! Help beautify the 
altar with blooms!

Merrill Area Meal Ministry:  “Breaking Bread”
Thursday, March 16, from 4:30 - 6:00 PM 

Eagles Club
Baked Chicken, Mashed Potatoes

Green Beans, Dinner Rolls, Cupcakes
Milk, Coffee & Water
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
A Time for Something New

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven . . . “ - Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

In the 1960’s a band put the words of Ecclesiastes to 
music, and the world came to know them not so much 
as Scripture, but as song. Whenever I preach on this 
passage I see a faint look of recognition in the eyes of 
the congregation. And after church someone always 
says to me, “I didn’t know that was in the Bible . . . I 
thought it was just a song!” 

I’m not sure anything is “just a song,” even a song. Music 
has the magical power of transcending time and space 
and, at its best, lifting us up into God’s presence. There’s 
a reason why music plays such an important part in our 
corporate worship. It’s not a performance; it’s praising 
God in an extraordinary language and helping others to 
do the same. 

And yet, I can’t carry a tune in a bucket. I confess to 
making sure my microphone is turned off before each 
hymn on Sundays, and to mumbling along. I love 
listening to music; I’m just not that good at making it. 
I can pray out loud and preach all day long, but don’t 
ask me to sing. 

Recently, though, I’ve begun to sing with less fear. I still 
don’t hit all the notes, but I at least join my voice with 
the congregation’s. Why? Because while music may not 
be my native tongue, I’m still invited into the song.

The same is true when people tell me they can’t pray 
because they’re “no good at it.” Whoever gave us the 
idea that prayer was something we had to be “good at”? 
Prayer is just about talking to God. And if I can sing, 
you can pray. 

This Lent, we are invited into new relationships with 
God. In Lent we are invited to push past our fears and 
live our faith in new ways. We sing, we pray, we tell 
our truths in new ways. And we find that God is there, 
cheering us on. 

Prayer 

God, for everything there is a season. In this season of 
transformation, give us the faith to connect to you in 
new ways. Amen

By Emily C. Heath

2017 GARDEN PLOTS AVAILABLE
A limited number of garden beds are available for rent 
this spring at Tall Pines Community Garden located at 
Sixth Street and Memorial Drive right here in Merrill’s 
city limits. Plot sizes and prices vary starting at $20 for 
a full season. Go green and grow your own produce! 
Applications are being accepted now. Download an 
application at www.lincolncountyhealthdepartment.
com. Plots will fill up fast. For more information, contact 
Ann Stoeckmann at 715.536.0307. 

We need radio sponsors! Broadcasts are almost wide 
open right now! Cost is $190 ... same as last year ... 
and now that we are assured of reliable broadcasts, we 
need sponsors! Please call the office to schedule.

Sabbath - [sab-uh th]
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GRIEF SEMINAR OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
“Grief Ain’t Exactly What I Had In Mind For This Chapter 
of My Life,” a Community Seminar to Understand Grief 
will be held Thursday, April 20, from 7:00-9:00 PM at 
the Holiday Inn & Suites - Cedar Creek, 1000 Imperial 
Avenue, Rothschild, WI. Pre-registration is not required. 
If you are grieving, just come.

GOING GREEN WITH SCRIP
Da’ luck o da Irish be right around ye corner! Do you 
feel lucky? Whether or not your name is McConnoly 
and you have red hair and green eyes or you just like 
to celebrate St. Patty’s Day, you can use Scrip to help!

McDonald’s is sporting their minty shamrock shakes 
already ... and we carry McDonald’s Scrip in stock. Pick 
up some Scrip cards and indulge your sweet tooth while 
earning a little for Saint Stephens at the same time!

Planning to find some local pubs that might have 
green beer on tap on St. Patty’s Day? These vendors 
participate in the Scrip program, and while we can’t 
promise they’ll be serving green beer and Irish entrees 
on March 17, you can sure give them a try! Ed & Sharon’s 
and Los Mezcales both serve food and beer and give a 
percentage back (speaking of green, that’s free cash!) 
to Saint Stephens when you purchase Scrip for their 
businesses through us!

HEALTHY LIVING WITH DIABETES
Do you have type 2 diabetes? Pre-diabetes? Have you 
struggled trying to manage your blood sugar levels? Are 
you not sure what foods you should be consuming? 
Healthy Living with Diabetes is a 6-week program 
geared toward individuals with type 2 diabetes, pre-
diabetes or a caregiver for a family member or friend 
who is managing diabetes. Healthy Living with Diabetes 
does not replace existing treatments, but rather 
complements the treatments you are already receiving. 
Thursdays, beginning March 23- April 27 from 1:00-
3:30 PM at the Lincoln County Service Center Building 
(Rm 156). For more information or to pre-register, please 
call Jennifer Clark at the Aging and Disability Resource 
Center at (715) 536-0311. Cost: A suggested contribution 
of $10.00 for entire 6-week program.

Stop in the church office to pick up some Scrip 
before you head out shopping! We now have 
MANY vendors’ Scrip here in stock.

And the Scrip volunteers will be happy to special 
order other Scrip on Sunday for you, too!

Remember:  SCRIP 
costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of 
cash!

2017 RE-MEMBER MISSION TRIP IS SCHEDULED!
This year’s Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota has been scheduled, and you’re invited 
to join us! We will leave super early on Saturday, June 
10, and return late on Friday, June 16. The cost for the 
trip is $546.00 per person. This covers our costs since 
it is our intent to help the Oglala Lakota Oyate Nation, 
not to impose on them. Will you join us on this mission? 
It’s hard work, but it’s super rewarding! Let Rev. Carnes 
know if you’re interested in joining this year’s Mission 
Trip. It will be an experience to remember.

2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Boxes of contribution envelopes for 2017 are available 
at the Scrip table after worship or in the office weekdays. 
We’re doing things a little differently this year, as we’ve 
been throwing out too many envelopes in recent years. 
We also recognize that many individuals who opt to 
give electronically may no longer need envelopes.

Please do NOT use old 2016 envelopes, as your 
number WILL be different for 2017! Instead, stop 
and pick up a new box of 2017 envelopes with a new 
number. If you choose to give without numbered 
contribution envelopes, please be sure to print your 
name on your envelope so we can give you credit on 
your contribution statement at the end of the year.

If you have any questions, please call Tina in the office.

At 5 PM Monday

Turkey & Gravy over Potatoes 
Hot Veggie 

Dessert and Beverages
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STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
The deadline for the Staats Memorial Scholarship is April 1, 2017. Requirements have changed slightly, so please 
read carefully. Please note:  Graduating high school seniors will be given first preference regarding scholarships 
and amounts; however, university or technical school undergraduate students in good standing are also welcome 
to apply. 

High School Seniors

The requirements for graduating high school seniors are as follows:

• Must be a graduating high school senior in good standing who has demonstrated good scholastic  
 standards.

• Must be a member of Saint Stephens church who has been active and faithful in its ministry.
• Must meet the admission requirements and be accepted by the school of their choice before the award is  
 finalized.

To apply for scholarship consideration, the student must:

• Submit a completed, written application by April 1, 2017. Applications are available in the church office.
• Complete the Scholarship Application Financial Information portion and submit a copy of your FAFSA  
 (see a high school counselor if you need help with this requirement).

• Submit a personal statement indicating your goals and aspirations and what Saint Stephens has meant to  
 you in your life.

• Include a transcript of your high school credits and grades, along with a statement from your school  
 containing your grade point average and class rank. (See your high school counselor.)

• Submit letters of recommendation from ALL of these:
1. The Saint Stephens UCC pastor
2. Your high school principal
3. One high school teacher
4. One member of the community (not a relative)

Undergraduates

The requirements for university or technical school undergraduates are as follows:

• Must be a student in good standing at their school who has demonstrated good scholastic standards.
• Must be a member of Saint Stephens church who has been active and faithful in its ministry.

To apply for scholarship consideration, the student must:

• Submit a completed, written application by April 1, 2017. Applications are available in the church office.
• Complete the Scholarship Application Financial Information portion and submit a copy of your FAFSA.
• Submit a personal statement of your continuing faith experiences beyond Saint Stephens.
• Include a transcript of your undergraduate credits, grades, and overall standings.
• Submit current (i.e., new) letters of recommendation from ALL of these:

1. The Saint Stephens UCC pastor OR a clergy person at the church of your choosing.
2. One teacher/professor/advisor at your school.

ALL SCHOLARSHIP DECISIONS AND AMOUNTS ARE MADE ENTIRELY AND SOLELY BY THE STAATS 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP TRUSTEES.

Remember to set your clocks one hour 
ahead before you go to bed this 

Saturday, March 11 ...
(Don’t be late for church!)

Daylight Saving Time begins
this Sunday, March 12
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Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

 Memorial
 $20.00 in memory of Ralph Gibson from Roland & Melita Hall
 $20.00 in memory of Ralph Gibson, Sr., from Randy & Vivian Schlueter
 $20.00 in memory of our mother, Katherine Karau, for her March birthday from Kathleen & Lyle Karau

Capital Improvement
 $30.00 in memory of Ralph Gibson from Ewald & Marilyn Katke
 $50.00 in memory of my husband, Larry, for our anniversary from Janice Schiller
 $20.00 in memory of Ralph Gibson from Neal Christensen

Anniversary
 $25.00 in memory of Ralph Gibson from Eleanor Fehlberg

New Roof
 $10.00 in memory of Dad, Albert Ziemke, Sr., for his March 13 birthday from Norm & Alice Ziemke

MEMORIALS

Come to Sunday School on Sunday mornings during 
the 9:00 AM worship service. If your children are 
not yet enrolled, call the office and we will get you 
the forms! Parents should drop children off at their 
classrooms prior to the service. Thanks!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship
A simple, meditative, communion service.

During Lent, our Wednesay evening worship  
begins at 6:30 PM

Come as you are, to find a space of rest and 
reflection and peace, a moment away from the 

hectic world we live in. 

PINE CREST
The March Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, March 23. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case and 
Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle Carnes will lead the 
worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the pianist.

HELP IS AVAILABLE ... 
Is there a family you know who needs assistance? Please 
call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at 715.539.2666. 
They are there to help!
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2017 LENTEN SERVICE USHER SCHEDULE
DATE   DAY   10:30 AM Ushers   6:30 PM Usher Team
March 1, 2017  Wednesday  Ewald K., Dave S., Jerry O.  #9 - Ewald Katke
March 8, 2017  Wednesday  Ewald K., Dave S., Jerry O.  #6 - Les Sabatke
March 15, 2017 Wednesday  Ewald K., Dave S., Jerry O.  #7 - Lloyd Buck Jr.
March 22, 2017 Wednesday  Ewald K., Dave S., Jerry O.  #8 - Dave Schwartzman
March 29, 2017 Wednesday  Ewald K., Dave S., Jerry O.  #9 - Ewald Katke
April 5, 2017  Wednesday  Ewald K., Dave S., Jerry O.  #6 - Les Sabatke
April 13, 2017  Thursday  Ewald K., Dave S., Jerry O.  #7 - Lloyd Buck Jr.
April 14, 2017  Good Friday  7:44 PM Service Clint Golisch
April 16, 2017  Easter Sunday  6:30 AM Sunrise Service - TBD 
      9:00 AM - Dave Schwartzman Team 

*Ushers still needed for 7:44 pm Good Friday Service & 6:30am Easter Sunrise Service
  (Sign-up sheet will be posted at the ushers’ station in the narthex.)

LENT ...
LENTEN PRACTICES

Lenten practices have long included abstinence, fasting, 
self-denial, and meditations. In some faiths it is a custom 
to abstain from eating meat on Fridays. Many other 
faiths, while they do not specify something to abstain 
from, encourage self-denial of some kind, the item to 
be denied being something personally selected by the 
person who will perform the act. 

This could mean giving up chocolate or television or 
social media for Lent. It might mean not using credit 
cards or not swearing or not smoking. The beauty of 
self-denial is that it can also help us form new and better 
habits, some that could perhaps bear fruit over our entire 
lifetime if adopted permanently. So while self-denial is 
initially considered to be a negative thing, it can in fact 
be quite positve.

Lenten practices do not always have to mean turning 
away from something, however. What if this Lent you 
opted to turn toward something? To embrace a new way 
of thinking that could also bear long-term good fruit in 
your life?

This Lent we are offering Lenten boxes ... and we will 
talk about them more as we go forward into this Lenten 
season ... that can help you take a new look at how 
you approach Lent ... and the Sabbath ... and potentially 
have a life-changing impact on you and your family.

We are also offering a book study based on the book 
titled Sabbath as Resistance - Saying NO to the CULTURE 
OF NOW. That sounds like an excellent message for our 
Lenten journey. I hope that MANY of you will join us 
for this book study that begins this Wednesday evening 
after worship. Turn toward a new way of looking at our 
faith this Lent. 
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The Wisconsin Home Energy 
Assistance Program for the 2016-
2017 heating year is accepting 
applications and is scheduled 
to run until May 15, 2017. Call 

715.539.1344 to make an appointment. Eligibility is 
based on household size and gross income in the three 
months prior to the month of application.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

March 19 
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

March 12, 19, 26 
April 2, 16, 23, 30

Coffee Hour 
March 12 
April 2, 9

THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 12:  Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School & Nursery;  
Worship at 10:30 AM; Coffee Hour between services.  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM during Lent

Lenten Soup Suppers each Wednesday at 5:00 PM 
(Serving Beef Barley & Ham Chicken Noodle this week!)

UPCOMING EVENTS

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Michelle Roberge
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

IT’S A
PAINTING PARTY!

Heidi Stevenson is 
hosting a painting party, 
and you’re invited! 
Please join us for a fun 
afternoon of painting 
this Sunday, March 12, 
from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.

No “Art Smarts” 
required. You will be 
led step-by-step through 
how to create this 
beautiful painting titled 

“Hydrangea Happiness.” 
Plan to join us to relax, get creative, and enjoy some 
friend time!

The Painting Party will be here at Saint Stephens in the 
first floor classroom. Cost is $26.00 per person to cover 
supplies. RSVP to Heidi at 715-921-0137 to reserve your 
space.



SUNDAY, MARCH 12 ... Second Sunday in Lent

Worship at 9:00 AM  and 10:30 AM,  
Sunday School & Nursery during 9:00 AM Worship

 Musicians are Marlene Krueger and Jim Bjorklund.

Flowers on the altar are in memory of our mother, Lorraine Virginia Kraft,  
in celebration of what would have been her 92nd birthday on March 4,  

from her family. 

Radio Ministry is unsponsored at the time of this printing.

Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing.

Nursery volunteers are Melanie Golisch, Jodi Golisch, and Family.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MARCH 13 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:25 Executive Committee 
 6:00 Church Council

TUESDAY, MARCH 14 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 10:30 Worship 
 5:00 Lenten Soup Supper 
 6:00 Choir 
 6:30 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 

THURSDAY, MARCH 16 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, MARCH 17 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship service. 
Leave your little ones in the capable hands of our nursery 
volunteers and get the most out of the service!

Lenten Service
Wednesday at 10:30 AM 

and 6:30 PM
Please join us!


