
E-MAIL US
Reverend Kyle Carnes

Tina L. Scott-Bus. Manager

Kelly Hutchison-Assistant

The Interpreter

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Noteworthy Events 2

Prayer Chain 3

2017 Mission Trip 3

Radio Ministry 4

Feed Your Spirit 5

2017 Envelopes 6
Christmas Spirit 

Thank You
6

Becoming an Usher 6

Re-Member Gathering 7

Staats Scholarship 8
Conference Minister 

Weekend
9

Palm Burning 9

Ash Wednesday 9

Softball Signup 10

Memorials 11

Weekly Calendar 12

LINK UP
UCC

WI Conference

NW Association

February 7, 2017

No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8-4:30 | Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

Kyle

LOOKING FOR CHURCH

I’m always looking for church. 

I don’t mean that I’m always looking for churches, however, I do like church buildings, too, 
particularly sanctuaries. I love going into the spaces that we have set aside for the sacred act 
of worship. But that’s something else.

I’m always looking for church. And by this I mean that I’m always looking for places where 
church happens. Places that feel like church. Places where people gather and a certain 
spirit comes alive. It might not even be what we’ve come to call the Holy Spirit, but there’s 
something holy that happens, anytime church … happens.

So what do I look for, when I’m looking for church outside of the buildings we call churches?

First, it’s always about people gathering. The church is and always has been about people 
gathering together. There is no such thing as a one person church. We can have vibrant and 
powerful faith lives as individuals, but there is no church of one. 

But there are lots of places and reasons for people to gather, so I look for some other things 
as well. I ask some of these questions:

Where are people gathering for the sake of being together?

Where are people gathering to ask the big questions about life?

Where are people gathering to find meaning in their lives?

Where are people gathering to participate in something bigger than their individual lives?

Where are people gathering to do something that matters on a deep level?

Where are people gathering in order to make the world more livable for everyone? 

Where are people gathering to experience joy? (something more than happiness and pleasure)

Of course, all of these things are subjective. They’re just my ideas, but they are my ideas and 
ideals of what church looks like. They are the things that I think Jesus was about. We have 
made Jesus into something like a “one issue candidate.” We think Jesus is mostly just about 
morality. Either he’s telling us what we should do, or what we should have done. However, 
we have evidence that Jesus did more than just talk about right and wrong.

We know that Jesus regularly shared meals with people. Historians say that early church 
worship was almost always centered around a meal and singing. We know that Jesus was 
not opposed to parties and joy and celebration, from the Wedding at Cana. We know that 
Jesus often gathered in people’s homes. All of this is to say that it’s likely that when people 
gathered around Jesus, church happened.

Don’t get me wrong, I love our primary idea about church where we come to worship once a 
week. I love preaching, the music, the liturgy, and the structure. But I also love when church 
just seems to … happen. Whether it’s on a farm, in a brewery, on a beach, in the office of a 
design company, even council meetings. 

If you take a moment to think through the above questions, I wonder where you might start 
looking for church … and find it. Let’s not do away with church that happens in church 
buildings, but let’s not miss church in all the other places it happens either. In fact, let’s do 
what we can to make church happen as often as we can.

Blessings,
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Eagles Pancake Breakfast
February 19 - 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Regular & Potato Pancakes!

Adults - $7.00    
Children 6-10 - $3.50    

5 & Under - FREE

Proceeds will be given to Carrie 
Grenfell to help defray medical 
expenses.

Living River Quartet
in concert

here at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ
Saturday, February 11, 2017

at 7:00 PM
Free Will Offering

SCRIP MAKES VALENTINES DAY EVEN SWEETER
It’s not too early to start making Valentine’s Day plans ... 
especially if you plan to use Scrip to help you celebrate 
with your special someone! While we carry many gift 
cards to local restaurants like Los Mezcales and Ed 
& Sharon’s in stock, and you can buy some delicious 
chocolates at Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe with in-stock Scrip, 
if you’re planning to get a little more creative and leave 
Merrill for your Valentine’s Day extravaganza, consider 
some of these options! (Please note: You’ll need to 
special order Scrip for many of these restaurants and 
businesses, so plan now for a really sweet Valentine’s 
Day celebration!)

Taking your spouse for a Valentine’s mini getaway? You 
can get Scrip for the Hyatt, some Hiltons, the Pfister 
Hotel, the Platinum Hotel in Las Vegas, and many others. 

Driving there? Get Scrip to cover the gas. Flying? Delta 
Air Lines Scrip can be special ordered to get you where 
you’re going!

Planning a romantic dinner beyond Merrill’s boundaries? 
Special order Scrip for Red Lobster, Applebees, Buffalo 
Wild Wings, Outback Steakhouse, Rainforest Cafe, and 
many other restaurants if we don’t carry it in stock.

Going all out this year? We can even special order stock 
for spas at various locations across the country and even 
Royal Carribean cruise lines! The benefit of using Scrip 
for Valentines? Saint Stephens gets a sweet percentage 
of each sale ... and it doesn’t cost you one extra cent!  

MERRILL ARTISAN SHOWCASE
The ninth annual Merrill Artisan Showcase will be  
Saturday, February 11, from 1:00-5:00 PM in Assisi Hall 
at Bell Tower Residence and features the work of 21 
artisans in pottery, carving, painting, photography, fiber 
arts, jewelry, and more. $5 admission includes the show; 
wine, cheese, and other refreshments; piano music on 
the Steinway Grand; and a chance to participate in an 
on-site art raffle. Children under 5 are free.

BOWL FOR KIDS SAKE 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northcentral Wisconsin will 
be hosting their annual Bowl for Kids Sake event on 
March 4, 2017, in Merrill at Les & Jim’s.  This year’s 
theme is Movie Characters! Get together a team of 4 to 
6 players to bowl and raise money for a great cause. Get 
creative with your attire (dress like your favorite movie 
characters!) and team name because there will be a 
custume contest and prizes/giveaways. All skill levels 
are welcome! It’s not about the score; it’s about having 
fun while raising pledges to help us match more “Littles” 
with “Bigs.” All the details are on the Big Brothers Big 
Sisters website at:  http://bbbsncw.org/events/bowl-for-
kids-sake/merrill-bfks/ or you can call 715.848.7207.

Get your team together ... great idea for youth and 
families! ... and start collecting pledges today!
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PRAYER CHAIN ... CAN YOU PRAY?
When life gets you down, when someone is ill or 
diagnosed with cancer or injured, when you’re just 
having trouble getting through the day ... prayer can 
truly help. Knowing others are praying for you can help 
give you the strength you need to put one foot in front 
of the other, to take the next step, to face your troubles. 

Prayer has power. And “when two or more are 
gathered in his name,” it has even greater power. Can 
you pray for others who need your prayers? Do you 
need prayer? 

If you are willing and able to pray for others when they 
request our prayers, we’d like to add you to our prayer 
chain. Just call the office and ask to be added, and 
we’ll make it happen.

If you are in need of prayer, no matter what the reason, 
call the office and ask that your prayer request be 
forwarded to the prayer chain. We will only share 
exactly the information you want shared, nothing more. 
And after forwarding your prayer request to the prayer 
chain, we, too, will pray for your request.

And don’t forget ... we welcome prayers of thanks to 
God for answered prayers, as well.

ATTENTION NEW MEMBERS
Have you been receiving mail from the church? For 
instance, your Contribution Statements (if you donated 
in 2016) or the letter from Pastor Missy a couple of 
months ago? If not, chances are we don’t have all of 
your contact information. We want to keep you in the 
loop! If you forgot to complete the forms from your first 
new member gathering, it’s not too late. If you lost them, 
no biggee. Please call Tina in the church office and she 
will be happy to get you a new set. Basically, we are 
collecting pertinent information like your address, email, 
and phone number; the names and correct spellings 
and birth dates of all family members; dates of baptism, 
confirmation, and marriage; your interests; kids’ grade 
levels and schools attended; etc.

If you don’t already receive the Interpreter (this 
newsletter!) weekly, we invite you to let us know and 
we will be happy to send it to you either by mail or 
email, whichever you prefer! 

Note to all of you who are NOT new members who 
are reading this:  Communicating with newer members 
when we may not have their address or email and they 
may not subscribe to or pick up a random copy of the 
Interpreter is a little bit like preaching to the choir. The 
message isn’t quite getting to the intended audience. 
YOU can help! We put extra copies of the Interpreter 
out in the back of church and also on the table outside 
the office. Pick up a copy and share it with someone 
you recognize in church as a newer member. Ask them 
if they get the Interpreter yet, and if they don’t, give 
them the copy you picked up and point out this article. 
Thanks!

2017 RE-MEMBER MISSION 
TRIP IS SCHEDULED!

This year’s Mission Trip to the 
Pine Ridge Reservation in South 
Dakota has been scheduled, and 
you’re invited to join us! We will 
leave super early on Saturday, 
June 10, and return late on 
Friday, June 16. The cost for the 
trip is $546.00 per person. This 
covers our costs since it is our 
intent to help the Oglala Lakota 
Oyate Nation, not to impose on 
them. Will you join us on this 

mission? It’s hard work, but it’s super rewarding! Want 
to learn more about this experience? Attend the Re-
Member gathering on Sunday, February 12, at 3:30 PM 
at the Wallace’s Home. (See page 8 for details.)

Wednesday Evening 
Worship has been 

changed to 6:00 PM 
beginning immediately.

Please join us for a 
wonderful, contemplative 

worship service each week.
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WINTER FUN WITH SCRIP
Whether you are an outdoor winter enthusiast ... 
watching the weather report for reports of snowfall 
and counting the minutes until you can get out on your 
snowmobile or hit the slopes for some skiing ... or more 
of an indoor homebody who likes to hibernate through 
the cold winter months, do what you love to do with 
Scrip.

Need new warm outdoor sporting wear or accessories? 
Use Scrip from Dick’s Sporting Goods or Fleet Farm to 
get what you need. Before you head for the slopes, fill 
up your gas tank at any of the local gas stations that 
accept Scrip (almost all of them in Merrill do!) and pick 
up some snacks for the drive. Heading out in the ATV 
or snowmobile? Get your gas for your fun-mobiles using 
Scrip, too.

If you’re planning to keep warm and cozy inside, 
snuggle up with a super soft fleece blanket from Kohls 
with Scrip, pick up some great books or movies with 
Scrip from Barnes & Noble, or plan a mini outing to the 
Cosmo Theatre to get munchies and take in a movie 
on the big screen. Stop by First Street Coffee Station 
or drive through McDonald’s to get a yummy flavored 
coffee.

Need new snow shovels? Scrip for Wal Mart or Ace 
Hardware can get the job done. 

Gassing up your snow blower? Scrip ...

Don’t let the snow slow you down ... using Scrip is 
great all year round.!

It’s official! The WJMT Radio station has been sold! 
Effective Friday, January 27, 2017, the new owner is 
Steve Resnick, who used to be a general manager at 
the station, and he is planning on leaving the station 

“business as usual.” This is great news for our Radio 
Ministry! The 9:00 AM worship services will continue 
to be broadcast every Sunday. 

Call the office to schedule a Radio Ministry sponsorship! 
The cost remains the same: $190 per broadcast. 

CHANGES IN THE LAST TWO YEARS?
Has your address changed in the last two years? What 
about your email or your phone number? Perhaps you 
canceled your land line and went exclusively to a cell 
phone? If so, did you notify us in the church office? 
Chances are that may have slipped between the cracks. 
We want to stay in touch with you, but we can’t do that 
without current contact information! 

Our November mailing yielded nearly two dozen 
letters that were “Return to Sender - Not deliverable 
as addressed - Unable to Forward” ... so if your 
information has changed in the last two years, please 
notify the church office to ensure we have your new 
information. Thanks!
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Rich as Kings, Poor in Soul?

“And a final word to you arrogant rich: Take some lessons 
in lament. You’ll need buckets for the tears when the 
crash comes upon you. Your money is corrupt and your 
fine clothes stink. Your greedy luxuries are a cancer in 
your gut, destroying your life from within...

All the workers you’ve exploited and cheated cry out 
for judgment. The groans of the workers you used and 
abused are a roar in the ears of the Master Avenger. 
You’ve looted the earth and lived it up. But all you’ll 
have to show for it is a fatter than usual corpse.” - James 
5:1-5 (MSG)

Sometimes it seems better to have left our holy texts 
in Latin and Greek, remote and beautiful and utterly 
removed from our reality. It’s hard to hear James’ 
uncompromising words in 21st-century vernacular, 
because most of us can’t help but feel convicted by 

St. Paul’s Church Ladies Aide Social 
Annual Sauerkraut Dinner

February 19 from 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
St. Paul’s Church Fellowship Hall

W2508 Hwy. P, Merrill

Adults:  $8.00   Children 6-12:  $5.00 Under 5:  FREE

Menu:  Sauerkraut with Pork, Hot Dogs,  
Potatoes, Carrots, Dinner Rolls, Cookies & Bars, 

Coffee, Milk, Water

them.

After all, the world has until this moment never known 
the kind of wealth that many of us enjoy. If you have 
running water, electricity, more than two changes of 
clothes, and eat meat: you are living, quite literally, like 
most of the kings Earth has ever known. 

The conundrum: as rich as we’ve become, our wealth 
has not eradicated poverty. Income inequality is higher 
now than it was in the days when the robber barons 
drank champagne in their penthouse apartments while 
street urchins dumpster dove on 5th Avenue below. 

I’m looking for a loophole, so we can find our way 
out of this corner: notice that James condemns the 

“arrogant” rich. Does that mean the contrite, humble or 
always-afflicted-with-low-level-liberal-guilt wealthy are 
all set? Or are all gains ill gotten, in the eyes of the Lord? 

Perhaps James is only using hyperbole to shock us 
awake. But the consistent lesson of wealth in the Bible 
seems to be: it’s not just that wealth is not good for 
the poor, it’s not good for the rich either. There is 
both a human and a personal, spiritual cost to being 
prosperous while poverty still exists. As Rev. Dr. James 
Forbes said, “Nobody gets into heaven without a letter 
of reference from the poor.”

Prayer

God, awake me to the cost of my comforts, and show 
me how to do my part to help all your children prosper. 
Amen.

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, February 16:  4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Menu:  Passionate Chili, Lovable Salad, Valentine Rolls
“We Love You Desserts,” Milk, Coffee & Water
Sponsored by:  St. Vincent de Paul and Merrill 

Community Food PantryIn the Gospel, Jesus says, “You are the light of the world.” 
He is calling us to live our Christian vocation in words 
and deeds.

Be a “light” to those living in poverty and in a world 
of darkness by giving a donation to the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul.

You can also support the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
by donating items you no longer use or need to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Thrift Store right here in Merrill. Do a 
little “pre-Spring” cleaning and freshen up some of your 
indoor spaces during these frigid temps!

COOKIE SHEETS & PIE PLATES & CAKE PANS, OH 
MY!
Were you kind enough to bring the Carnes Family a 
meal or some goodies after the birth of Josiah? We have 
a stack of cookie sheets, pie plates, cake pans, and other 
dishes here in the office to return to those kind souls. 
Please stop in and claim your dish!
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2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Boxes of contribution envelopes for 2017 are available 
at the Scrip table after worship or in the office weekdays. 
We’re doing things a little differently this year, as we’ve 
been throwing out too many envelopes in recent years. 
We also recognize that many individuals who opt to 
give electronically may no longer need envelopes.

Please do NOT use old 2016 envelopes, as your 
number WILL be different for 2017! Instead, stop 
and pick up a new box of 2017 envelopes with a new 
number. If you choose to give without numbered 
contribution envelopes, please be sure to print your 
name on your envelope so we can give you credit on 
your contribution statement at the end of the year.

If you have any questions, please call Tina in the office.

Please write the amount of your donation on the 
outside of your envelope. It makes things easier for the 
counters! Thank you!

EVER CONSIDERED BEING AN USHER?
Have you ever thought of being an usher? Both men and 
women are welcome to be ushers, and we can always 
use more ushers!

Did you know that the ushers don’t just usher at Sunday 
services? They also do some other pretty cool things 
throughout the year. Recently they completed their 
primary fundraiser for the year, the annual Usher’s Club 
Raffle. The funds raised from this and other fundraisers 
throughout the year directly benefit the members of 
Saint Stephens in a variety of ways. For instance, in 2016, 
the ushers sponsored coffee hours, purchased needed 
Christmas decorations, purchased pins for Father’s Day, 
provided scholarships for Moon Beach, sponsored the 
Saint Stephens Fast Pitch Softball Team, and more! 

In years past, ushers meetings included a great social 
element with everyone attending sharing a meal in 
addition to taking care of business. Perhaps that could 
be again if the group of ushers and the number of 
attendees at the meetings grows!

If you’d like to know more about becoming an usher or 
getting involved, we would welcome you! Simply talk 
to any one of the ushers before or after worship services 
on Sunday about how you can become an usher, too!

New ushers are always welcome!

GRIEF SEMINAR OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
“Grief Ain’t Exactly What I Had In Mind For This Chapter 
of My Life,” a Community Seminar to Understand Grief 
will be held Thursday, April 20, from 7:00-9:00 PM at 
the Holiday Inn & Suites - Cedar Creek, 1000 Imperial 
Avenue, Rothschild, WI. Pre-registration is not required. 
If you are grieving, just come.

Christmas Spirit Thank You
Thank you for your involvement with the Christmas Spirit 
program in 2016. We are excited to share that this year 
had more businesses, organizations, and donors than 
ever before. And, as result of this amazing generosity, 
we were able to support 525 children from 216 families.

Each child received a combination of needed items, and 
items that are fun and/or interactive. And, we ensured 
that each child who was in need of a winter coat, 
boots, and bedding also received those items. When 
families arrived to pick up their gifts, they were given 
the opportunity to write thank you notes and wrap their 
gifts. And, for the first time as a community, we were 
able to provide an entire meal for each family to take 
home! (The meal included ham, potatoes, green beans, 
corn, stuffing, gravy, dessert, and a voucher to pick up 
milk, bread, and fresh fruit at the grocery store.)

Due to your generous contribution for the Christmas 
Spirit program, we were able to make 2016 a year to 
remember for so many families. Hosting a Christmas 
tree with tags for distribution is such an important part 
of the program, and without each business, church, 
and organization doing so, the program would not be 
possible. And an additional thank you for being a part 
of the food collection!

Take a peek at the bulletin board to see some of the 
words of thanks directly from the families involved with 
the Christmas Spirit program.

Again, thank you for your gift. We wish you a wonderful 
new year!

- Jamie Carnes, Coordinator, Christmas Spirit

THANK YOU FROM THE MERRILL FOOD PANTRY
The Merrill Food Pantry thanks you for your continued 
generosity! The January collection of food items totaled 

120 pounds! Remember 
to mark your calendars 
to bring your food 
pantry donations to 
church the first Sunday 
of every month! And 
don’t forget to grab a 
blue bag to carry your 
donations in.
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GIVING PLUS 1 FOR 2017
The concept is simple:  Add $1 each week to what you 
would normally give for your weekly offering. 

Give it a try! If you don’t currently give at all, put $1 in 
an envelope each week. Just a simple dollar per week. 
It’s all we’re asking. 

And if you are already a regular giver, add $1 to the 
amount you usually give.

Simple. Easy. Powerful when we all 
do it. 

We’re excited to see donations 
coming in amounts like $21, $41, $61, 
and $101. Give it a try! Get excited 
for stewardship with us!

What is Re-Member all about? What did the group who 
went to the Pine Ridge Reservation last summer do? Is 
this something you might want to do this summer when 
a group from Saint Stephens goes again?

If you are considering joining the Re-Member group 
going to South Dakota this summer, or if you’d just 
like to learn more about the culture and the struggles 
faced on the reservation, please join us at our home for 

“Indian fry bread,” a related movie, and great discussion 
on Sunday, February 12, at 3:30 PM. 

Our address is: W2877 County Road G, Merrill. (We 
are on the southeast corner of G and French Ridge 
Road, just 4 miles east of the Hwy 17/G intersection.)  
Please call 715 218-2543, or the church office , or email 
ltkwallace1@yahoo.com to reserve a spot on the sofa 
NO LATER THAN THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9.

- Scott and Kelly Wallace

P.S. At this time of year, the Oglagla Lakota Oyate on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation depend on Re-Member for even 
more assistance ... with bare necessities like firewood, 
propane, and electricity, as well as coats, boots, and 
bedding. Can you help? Earmark your donations for Re-
Member Winter Needs and put it into the collection 
basket, and we’ll be sure to pass it along to help this 
community weather the winter!

Stop in the church office to pick up some Scrip 
before you head out shopping! We now have 

MANY vendors’ Scrip here in stock.
And the Scrip volunteers will be happy to special 

order other Scrip on Sunday for you, too!

DINNER @ FIVE NEEDS DONATIONS
Dinner @ Five could use a financial boost and we are 
hoping you can help. Whether it’s $5 or $50, if you can 
earmark a bit this month (or perhaps every month) to 
help with this ministry, it would be greatly appreciated. 
Simply mark an envelope with the words “Dinner @ Five 
donation” and drop it into the collection plate or take it 
to the church office. If you put your envelope number 
on your donation, it will appear on your contribution 
statement as a tax-deductible contribution. 

Remember:  SCRIP 
costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of 
cash!

CHURCH DIRECTORIES STILL AVAILABLE
Did you pick up a 2016 Church Directory? If not, we 
still have some available. You are welcome to pick one 
up, even if you did not have your picture taken. Church 
Directories are available in the Kuck Lounge and in the 
church office for the asking.

COFFEE HOUR THANK YOU
Coffee Hour Sponsorship for last Sunday, February 5, 
changed after the Interpreter went to print. Thank you 
to Sue Gleason and Marilyn Rathke for hosting coffee 
hour last Sunday morning.
RADIO GLITCH
The new owner called to apologize for the problem with 
last Sunday’s radio broadcast. The originally scheduled 
sponsorship will be honored on Sunday, February 26, 
which is the next unsponsored broadcast. 



February 7, 2017
Page 8THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

STAATS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
The deadline for the Staats Memorial Scholarship is April 1, 2017. Requirements have changed slightly, so please 
read carefully. Please note:  Graduating high school seniors will be given first preference regarding scholarships 
and amounts; however, university or technical school undergraduate students in good standing are also welcome 
to apply. 

High School Seniors

The requirements for graduating high school seniors are as follows:

• Must be a graduating high school senior in good standing who has demonstrated good scholastic  
 standards.

• Must be a member of Saint Stephens church who has been active and faithful in its ministry.
• Must meet the admission requirements and be accepted by the school of their choice before the award is  
 finalized.

To apply for scholarship consideration, the student must:

• Submit a completed, written application by April 1, 2017. Applications are available in the church office.
• Complete the Scholarship Application Financial Information portion and submit a copy of your FAFSA  
 (see a high school counselor if you need help with this requirement).

• Submit a personal statement indicating your goals and aspirations and what Saint Stephens has meant to  
 you in your life.

• Include a transcript of your high school credits and grades, along with a statement from your school  
 containing your grade point average and class rank. (See your high school counselor.)

• Submit letters of recommendation from ALL of these:
1. The Saint Stephens UCC pastor
2. Your high school principal
3. One high school teacher
4. One member of the community (not a relative)

Undergraduates

The requirements for university or technical school undergraduates are as follows:

• Must be a student in good standing at their school who has demonstrated good scholastic standards.
• Must be a member of Saint Stephens church who has been active and faithful in its ministry.

To apply for scholarship consideration, the student must:

• Submit a completed, written application by April 1, 2017. Applications are available in the church office.
• Complete the Scholarship Application Financial Information portion and submit a copy of your FAFSA.
• Submit a personal statement of your continuing faith experiences beyond Saint Stephens.
• Include a transcript of your undergraduate credits, grades, and overall standings.
• Submit current (i.e., new) letters of recommendation from ALL of these:

1. The Saint Stephens UCC pastor OR a clergy person at the church of your choosing.
2. One teacher/professor/advisor at your school.

ALL SCHOLARSHIP DECISIONS AND AMOUNTS ARE MADE ENTIRELY AND SOLELY BY THE STAATS 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP TRUSTEES.

FAT TUESDAY GUMBO SUPPER at Bell Tower, 1500 O’Day Street, Merrill
Tuesday, February 28:  4:30 PM - 7:00 PM

Chicken & Sausage OR Chicken & Shrimp Gumbo 
French Bread & Dessert

Tickets:  Dine-In $10     Carry Outs $7     Children Under 12 $4
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A WEEKEND WITH OUR CONFERENCE MINISTER

“Tradition and Innovation”

I’m excited to announce that our still new Wisconsin 
UCC Conference Minister, The Rev. Franz Rigert will 
be with us the weekend of February 25-26th. He will 
host a conversation on “Tradition and Innovation” on 
Saturday afternoon from 2:00-5:00 PM, he will be 
preaching Sunday morning, and we will have more 
conversation over brunch with him and our fellow 
congregation members after our 9:00 AM worship. We 
will only have one service that Sunday, so that we can all 
worship together and then join in conversation together 
after. Please mark this weekend on your calendar and 
plan at the very least to be in worship to hear about 
the life of our larger church and the ways that we are 
imagining church for the 21st Century. It promises to be 
a meaningful weekend and we hope as many people 
as possible will participate in the conversation and 
worship!

- Rev. Kyle Carnes

WEDNESDAY EVENING SCRIP UPDATE
Scrip will no longer be sold before and after the 
Wednesday evening services in the entry area since 
Scrip is now available for purchase Monday through 
Friday in the office and before and after Sunday services. 
In the event Wednesday evening attendance grows, we 
will revisit this.

Blood Donors from  
St. Stephens ...

Thank you for giving 
the gift of life!

We have been advised donors are no longer being 
asked their church affiliation when donating blood, so 
we will not have the names of individual blood donors 
going forward. But THANK YOU for giving blood ... the 
gift of life!

HOME ALONE
How do you know when your child is ready to stay 
home alone? Open to families with grade school and 
middle school aged children.

Saturday, February 11, from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Call 715.539.9228 to register for this class available 
through the Lincoln County Family Resource Center.

BABYSITTING TRAINING
Recommended for students in 5th - 8th grade.

Cost:  $20 per student

Wednesday, April 12, from 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Call 715.539.9228 to register for this class available 
through the Lincoln County Family Resource Center.

PLAY & LEARN

For toddlers to play and learn together!  No Charge to 
attend.  Just come.

Tuesday mornings from 9:00 AM - 10:30 AM at the 
Lincoln County Family Resource Center, 201B Stange 
Street, Merrill

WIGGLE, GIGGLE & SHAKE

For toddlers to enjoy music and play together with our 
Pine Crest residents. Held at Pine Crest Nursing Home, 
2100 E. 6th Street, Merrill - Dates and times to be 
detemined. Call the Lincoln County Family Resource 
Center for more information. 

THIRD ANNUAL PALM BURNING
at the McIntyre Residence
W3311 Co. Rd. C, Merrill

Saturday, February 18
5:30 PM

Come for a short and meaningful palm burning ritual 
around a bonfire. Stay for chili and fellowship. Come 
rain, snow, or cold, this event will go on. This is a great 
way to begin the Lenten season and break bread with 
fellow Saint Stephens’ folk.

Mark your Calendars!
ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP will be:

March 1 - 10:30 AM and 6:30 PM.
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Sunday School is back in session! See you on Sundays 
during the 9:00 AM service. Parents should drop 
children off at their classrooms prior to the service. 
Thanks!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

Don’t Forget to Use Scrip -  
It’s just like Cash!

SAINT STEPHENS 
FAST PITCH 

SOFTBALL LEAGUE 
TEAM SIGN UP!

Yes, the calendar 
still says January, but 
it’s not too early to 
sign up for the Saint 
Stephens Softball 
Team! Jerry Burnett, 
our team’s manager, 
has begun recruiting. 
If you would like to 

play some softball this summer and have a lot of fun, 
call Jerry at 715.536.6191 or email him at jburnettwi@
frontier.com and get signed up to be on our team!

Our deadline for early registration of our team and roster 
is March 15, so please contact Jerry prior to March 7.

At 5 PM Monday

Polish Sausage with Potato or Sauerkraut 
Hot Veggie 

Dessert and Beverages

SNOW REMOVAL THIS 
WINTER
While we have contracted for 
our snow removal, there are 
times when they may not be 
here immediately after the snow 
falls to get the sidewalks cleared, 
such as during worship services. If 
you can lend a hand on Sunday 
mornings by occassionally picking 
up a shovel or spreading some 
salt, we’d appreciate it!

The Wisconsin Home Energy 
Assistance Program for the 2016-
2017 heating year is accepting 
applications and is scheduled 
to run until May 15, 2017. Call 

715.539.1344 to make an appointment. Eligibility is 
based on household size and gross income in the three 
months prior to the month of application.

Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship
A simple, meditative, communion service.

6:00 - 6:45 PM

There is nothing required. Come as you are

to find a space of rest and reflection and peace.

A short video from www.theworkofthepeople.com 

offers the theme for each service, with scripture, a short 

meditation, silence and simple music.



February 7, 2017
Page 11THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

February 26 
March 5, 12, 19, 26 

April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Radio Ministry 
Call the Office 

February 26 
March 5, 12, 19, 27 

April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Coffee Hour 
February 19, 26 

March 19 
April 2, 9

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

 Memorial
 $25.00 in memory of deceased loved ones from Diana Huston and Lavern Sabatke
 $10.00 in memory of my brother, Jeff Radke, from Linda Hass
 $50.00 in memory of Miriam Salefske, who died one year ago on February 13, from Elgart Salefske

New Roof
 $40.00 in memory of Ernest Krueger on his birthday, February 8, from Anna Krueger
 $10.00 in memory of Carl Mahn, Jr., from Norm & Alice Ziemke
 $10.00 in memory of Dad, Ed Zimmerman, for his February 13 birthday from Norm & Alice Ziemke

Organ
 $25.00 in memory of husband, Dennis, from Bonnie Pfotenhauer

MEMORIALS

THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12:  Worship at 9:00 AM, Sunday School & Nursery;  
Worship at 10:30 AM,  

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 6:00 PM

LIVING RIVER CONCERT:  Saturday, February 11, at 7:00 PM 
RE-MEMBER EVENING AT THE WALLACES:  Sunday, February 12, at 3:30 PM 

ASH WEDNESDAY:  Wednesday, March 1

UPCOMING EVENTS

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Michelle Roberge
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12 ... Sixth Sunday After Epiphany

Worship at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM,  
With Communion, Given in the Pews 

Sunday School & Nursery during 9:00 AM Worship

 Rev. Kyle Carnes will be preaching.

Musicians are Marlene Krueger and Michelle Tlusty.

Flowers on the altar are in memory of Lisa Newsome (Laura’s sister) from  
Laura & Gordon Bertagnoli.

Radio Ministry is in honor of Dorothy Koehler’s 97th birthday from  
Dennis & Ione Koehler.

Nursery is staffed by Molly Lyon, Beth Houle, and Carmen Klug.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by Pat Schulz and Morgan and Emily Schwartzman.  

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:15 Exec. Committee 
 6:00 Church Council

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
Happy Valentine’s Day!  
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:00 Cub Scouts

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 6:00 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)  
 6:45 Choir

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship service. 
Leave your little ones in the capable hands of our nursery 
volunteers and get the most out of the service!


